
 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

REGIONAL COLLABORATION  
Southwest Area  

Tuesday September 13, 2016 
Grove City Hall,  

4035 Broadway, Grove City, Ohio 43123  
 

9 am – 10:30 am 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

9:00 - 9:10 am 1. Welcome & Introductions - William Murdock & Eileen Leuby   
 

9:10 - 9:15 am 
 
9:15 - 9:20 a.m. 

2. Smart City Impact on SW Area – William Murdock 
 

3. Rickenbacker Plan Update – William Murdock 
 

9:20 - 9:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
9:30 - 9:40 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:40 - 10:30 am 
 
 
 
10:30 am 

4. MORPC Planning & Environment – Kerstin Carr 
˃ Bike Map Distribution 
˃ Central Ohio Greenways Update SW Area 
˃ insight2050 Update 
˃ Age-Friendly Columbus 

 
5. MORPC General – Eileen Leuby & Laura Koprowski 

˃ Legislative Update (see handout) 
˃ Energy & Air Quality Information 
˃ Data Requests 

              
Upcoming Forums at MORPC:  

˃ Summit on Sustainability - Oct. 21, 2016 
˃ County Forum - Nov. 10, 2016 

           
6. Transportation Project Updates – Nick Gill & Guests 

˃ Paving The Way 
 
Community Planning Activities – All 

 
7.  Adjourn (Optional – tour of office) 

  
 

 
PLEASE NOTIFY EILEEN LEUBY AT 614-233-4135 OR eleuby@morpc.org 

TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR THIS MEETING OR 
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 



 
SOUTHWEST AREA GROUP 

MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Tuesday, September 12, 2016 

9 – 10:30 AM 

 

Grove City City Hall 

4035 Broadway 

Grove City, Ohio 43123 

 

 

Participants:  

Laura Lanese, Jessica Sullivan, Rob Donham, Elliott Doza, Ted Beidler, Tracy Hatmaker, Cindi Fitzpatrick, Elliot 

Doza, Anthony Turowksi, Andrea Lossick, Charlene Rivers, Veronica Shepherd, Joseph Barnes, Chris Burge, and 

Jessica Sullivan.  

 

MORPC Staff:  

William Murdock, Eileen Leuby, Kerstin Carr, Marion Dean, Nick Gill, Laura Koprowski, Bevan Schneck  

            

 

Welcome and Introductions: William thanked Grove City for hosting and introduced Councilwoman Laura 

Lanese. Ms Lanese thanked everyone for being there and gave a brief presentation about the growth of Grove 

City and future initiatives for the city.   

 

Introductions of attendees followed. William gave a brief presentation about MORPC and what MORPC can do 

for the communities.  

 

Eileen gave a brief overview of the regional collaboration groups: the purpose of the meetings, how often the 

meetings occur, how the meetings build relationships, and how they allow for the inter-jurisdictional 

communication of issues and projects. All meetings are typically 90 minutes or less. An agenda will be sent out 

ahead of time. Registration via Eventbrite is desired.  

 

Presentation: Smart City Impact on SW Area – William Murdock 

William gave a brief presentation about Columbus’ Smart City initiative. Earlier this summer, Columbus won the 

U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT’s) Smart City grant and received a total of $40 million from the U.S. 

DOT and an additional $10 million from Vulcan, Inc, matched by a total of $90 million in investment of public 

and private entities in this region. MORPC will be working to ensure that the entire region is linked to the City of 

Columbus’ initiative.  

 

Presentation: Rickenbacker Plan Update – William Murdock 

MORPC is spearheading the multi-jurisdictional study of the Rickenbacker area. Study boundaries are I-71 on 

the west, SR 104 on the north, US 33 on the east and SR 762 and Duval Road on the south. The study will 

likely take 18 - 24 months  

 

Presentation: Other MORPC updates – William Murdock 

MORPC is assisting surrounding counties with creating Rural Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs) 

which are similar to Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) but for the rural area. William also described 

the Competitive Advantage Process, where MORPC works closely with Columbus2020 and others to prioritize 

major projects in the region to aggressively go after funding.  

 

Presentation: Planning & Environment – Kerstin Carr 

Columbus Metro Bike Map: MORPC recently released the 5th edition of the Columbus Metro Bike Map, which 

contains all bike facilities in Franklin County and identifies the comfort level for bikers of certain roadways. The 

map is available in print and online.  

 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/bicycle-pedestrian/columbus-metro-bike-map/index
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Central Ohio Greenways Update: MORPC kicked off the Central Ohio Greenways (COG) Board about a year ago 

with the mission to increase the number of trails and the number of people using the trails in Central Ohio. The 

board’s first action item was the creation of a 5 year strategic plan, which identified a total of 53 action items 

to be undertaken by the board’s four working teams related to trail development, programming, marketing, and 

partnerships. The immediate priorities of the board are to develop a COG corridor plan, to assess the value of 

the regional trail system based on health and economic factors, and to update brand guidelines & marketing 

materials.  

 

Summit on Sustainability: MORPC will host its annual environmental conference on October 21, 2016, at the 

Hilton Downtown Columbus. This day-long conference features a variety of keynote speakers and breakout 

sessions. This year’s theme is “Feeding our Economy”. Registrations are still open at www.morpc.org/summit. 

 

insight2050 update: Since its completion of the study nearly 2 years ago, MORPC has produced a variety of 

resources to assist local government members with new development, land use, and transportation planning. 

The most recent initiative is called the “insight2050 Academy” which is a 6 week class geared at elected and 

appointed officials and local government staff to learn more about resident engagement, planning, and 

development. Based on its popularity, MORPC will likely offer another class in Spring 2017.  

 

Age-Friendly Columbus: “Age-Friendly Columbus” is a 2-year project to assess the City of Columbus as to how 

age-friendly the city is and to utilize the results of the assessment in developing a strategic plan with clear 

recommendations for improvements in the areas of housing, transportation, services, and others. MORPC just 

released a survey to be filled out by older adults. This survey, along with targeted focus groups, will run through 

November and is available on the following website: www.agefriendlycolumbus.com.  

  

MORPC General – Eileen Leuby & Laura Koprowski  

Legislative Updates: Laura distributed the Monthly Legislative Update brochure and promoted the Public Policy 

breakout session at the Summit on Sustainability.  

 

Energy & Air Quality Information: MORPC puts out Air Quality Alerts on a regular basis and provides information 

about ways to help improve air quality. To sign up to receive Air Quality Alerts, register here. 

 

Data Requests: MORPC recently created the Regional Data Advisory Committee (RDAC) which will guide the 

creation and operation of the Regional Data Lab, an initiative that aims to provide high-quality data and tools, 

and create a community around data for Central Ohio. MORPC already has a great depository of data available 

online, including maps.  

 

Transportation Project Updates – Nick Gill & Guests 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) – The MTP is our region’s long-range transportation plan that sets the 

regional transportation priorities for the next 20+ years. The plan is fiscally constrained and examines the 

impacts of transportation projects on air quality, safety, environmental justice, and other factors. It is a formal 

document to be submitted to ODOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on a 4-year cycle. In total 

$19.6 billion dollars of transportation funding is forecasts to be spent in the region through 2040. The vast 

majority of that to maintain and operate the existing transportation system. With regards to expansion of the 

system, the plan includes an additional 102 lane miles of freeways, 16 freeway interchange modifications, 4 

new interchanges, 234 miles of off-road multi-use paths, 42 miles of bike lanes or wide shoulders, and 9 new 

miles of sidewalks continued transit expansion including investigation of corridors for high capacity transit.  

 

All upcoming construction projects and listed on MORPC’s Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which 

can be accessed at www.morpc.org/tip. 

 

Paving The Way: MORPC recently took over the Paving the Way Program from the City of Columbus. Paving the 

Way identifies all of the construction projects in Franklin County. A short survey was distributed to attendees to 

learn more about their use of the website and to learn about their upcoming construction projects.  

 

RideSolutions: MORPC’s RideSolutions program has an emergency ride home program, where if you are 

carpooling or taking an alternative mode of transportation to work, you can get reimbursed for an emergency 

taxi trip home up to 3 times a year. 

http://www.morpc.org/summit
http://www.getinsight2050.org/
http://www.agefriendlycolumbus.com/
http://www.agefriendlycolumbus.com/
http://morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2016-09-MORPC-Legislative-Update.pdf
http://centralohio.enviroflash.info/signup.cfm
http://www.morpc.org/mtp
http://www.morpc.org/tip
http://www.morpc.org/ridesolutions
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Project Updates: 

Franklin County Engineer’s Office –  

- Two culverts being replaced on Borror Rd. 

- Alkire at Darby Creek roundabout in construction 

- 2017 Big Run Road bridge replacement 

- 2018 Norton and Johnson Road safety funding at intersection converted into roundabout. 

 

City of Columbus –  

- Sullivant Ave. & Georgesville Rd. Camp Chase trail will be under construction in 2017 

- Georgesville & Holt Rd should be open to traffic October 15 

- Wilson Rd shared used path will open in Spring 2017 

- Hague Rd. utility issues should be wrapped up soon.  

 

Prairie Township –  

- The township is operating under some strategic goals and is interested in building some identity 

branding to distinguish itself from Grove City and Hilliard. The township is planning  

- Streetscape program under way with improvements completed next month 

- Development of a sports complex on Galloway Rd 

- Looking into bringing new retail into the community  

- Currently working with partners to revamp I-270 and Broad Street ramps.  

 

ODOT District 6 –  

- I-71 South widening between SR 665 and Stringtown Rd is expected to be completed by the end of 

next summer. There will be 3 lanes from SR 665 to Stringtown Rd. Three noise walls have already 

been completed with 1 more waiting to be built.  

- I-71 widening from Stringtown Rd to SR 315 will be started sometime in 2018-2019. This will also 

reconfigure some ramps from exit of 270 to Stringtown Rd.  

- The I-71 widening from south of SR 665 to the Pickaway County line, another will start in 2019 

- West Broad St safety improvement should be finished by October, which is the second of 3 phases.  

- Safety improvements to reconfigure the lanes are planned at SR 104 with an estimated start date of 

2018.  

- Another safety project is planned at US 62 and Brown Rd to help with some drainage issues. This 

project is done in partnership with Franklin County.  

 

Urbancrest –  

- Closure at US 62 and Home Rd to address safety issues. 

- Over the past 9 years, the Village has implemented an initiative called “Repairing and Preserving” 

which included home renovation projects, energy efficiency projects, and clearing green space 

- The village just built a street department storage and municipal hall and is now in the process of 

building a community park pavilion. 

- The village would like to work with MORPC to ensure connectivity to bike trails and to COTA routes.  

- Potential future resurfacing projects at Urbancrest Industrial Parkway. 

 

Grove City –  

- Lots of development going on with strong reinvestment in its town center. The city currently has over 

25 development projects, from subdivision expansions to the new Mt. Carmel Health facility. 

- New turn lanes at Stringtown Rd and I-.71 

- Ohio Health will be installing a facility east of Buckeye Parkway. The city is interested in widening that 

part of Stringtown Rd.   

- The city is interested in more bike trail connectivity, especially from the new Scioto Grove Metro Park. 

 

COTA –  

- COTA is currently focused on their Issue 60 ballot initiative which would renew a 0.25 percent sales 

tax. This is a 10-year levy providing about $65 million a year, roughly half of COTA’s public operational 

dollars funding.  

- Groundbreaking of their Bus Rapid Transit line, called CMAX, along Cleveland Ave has begun. 
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- COTA’s long-range plan, called NextGen, is looking at high capacity corridors and how to better 

connect neighborhoods. 

- COTA is planning to restructure bus routes next May. Public outreach will begin this fall. 

- The #15 bus that serves Grove City will become a 7 day a week route with longer operating hours on 

weekends. The express service will continue.  

- COTA has a new real time information app, called Transit App, which not only provides you with real 

time information about when buses are arriving, but also provides information about Uber, car2go, 

and CoGo locations.  

 

Survey results from attendees at meeting: 

 

Based on the survey, most attendees preferred a meeting start time between 9 or 10 a.m. and a meeting day 

of either Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday.  MORPC 2017 dates will be announced in the Fall. 

 

Future Topics: 

- Updating the public on all project updates 

- Interdependency coordination 

- Lack of investment in the community 

- Keeping up with growth 

- Funding 

 



Regional Collaboration 
Southwest Area

Tuesday Sept 13, 2016



Welcome

William Murdock, MORPC 
Executive Director



Welcome

Host Government
Council Member 
Laura Lanese



Welcome & Introductions

Name, Community & Your Role



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission





2018 Rickenbacker Area 

Comprehensive Study



Overview

• Study of multifaceted existing factors and their projected growth potential 

• Next 10 to 20 years

• CRAA - LCK Airport Master Plan

Primary areas:

• Infrastructure (highways, sanitary, water, broadband)

• Housing (review of existing conditions and identification of market relevant infill 

opportunities)

• Energy (savings and production)

• Economic Development (development potential, competitiveness, workforce access)

• Placemaking (unique identification regionally and internationally)

• Continuance of Coordination (MORPC, CRAA, Columbus 2020, Columbus Chamber 

and Local Governments)



2016 Study Scope

Study Area 

Description

The study area will 

be bounded by SR 

762/Duval Road on 

the south, SR 

764/US 33 on the 

east, SR 104 on the 

north and I-71 on 

the west. 



Rural Transportation Planning

• ODOT Pilot Program 
for Rural 
Transportation 
Planning

• Long-Range 
Transportation Plan 
by end of 2017

• Future ODOT 
Capitalization 
Funding



• Process allows the region to 
prioritize for federal, state and 
special funding opportunities

• Builds upon existing project 
selection processes

• Provides a link between 
economic development and 
infrastructure priorities 

• Partnership with Columbus 
Region Coalition, MORPC, 
Columbus2020,Columbus 
Chamber of Commerce, & 
MODE

• Biannual

Competitive Advantage Process



Welcome

Eileen Leuby, MORPC 
Membership Services Coordinator 



Regional Collaborations



Regional Collaborations 

Purpose:

• To inform

• To collaborate

• To provide a platform for project sharing

• To reach the practitioners & strengthen our network

• To build relationships with local governments

• To communicate long and short term visions



What you can expect:

• 90 minutes or less 

• Agenda

• Registration

• Brief Minutes

• MORPC program updates that impact you



Regional Collaborations

NW met in January 2016

NE met in June 2016

SE  will meet Nov. 29, 2016  

Location: Pickerington



Your responsibilities:

Come prepared to give very brief updates on:

Major infrastructure plans

(transportation, water/sewer, etc.)

New Developments

EMAIL   eleuby@morpc.org



Midwest Green Fleets Forum & Expo

September 26-28, 2016, Columbus, OH

Clean Fuels Ohio and the Municipal Equipment Maintenance Association 

(MEMA) have partnered again to host the Midwest Green Fleets Forum & Expo. 

This event expands on the annual Ohio Green Fleets conference, offering 

national fleet professionals and industry leaders a packed agenda with 

educational sessions, tours, a vendor expo and more. You won't want to miss 

it!

MORPC Members receive a FREE PASS

Registering with Access Code: MORPC2016

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?CleanFuelsOhio/8e8f0ee6dd/TEST/d6feeedeee/utm_content={URIENCODE[FIRST_NAME]}&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Midwest Green Fleets Forum &amp; Expo&utm_campaign=Register Today! Midwest Green Fleets Forum & Expo


Kerstin Carr, MORPC 
Director of Planning & Environment

Planning & Environment





A Collaborative Initiative
September 13, 2016| Northeast Area Group

www.centralohiogreenways.com



www.centralohiogreenways.com

Impact of Trails



www.centralohiogreenways.com

Central Ohio Greenways Board

VISION

A world-class network of trails 

easily accessible to every Central Ohioan 

MISSION

Increase Greenways trails mileages and usage

for recreation and transportation needs 



www.centralohiogreenways.com

Strategic Plan

 Best practices research

 Vision and Mission

 5-year strategic plan 

with clear measurable 

objectives



www.centralohiogreenways.com

COG Board Priorities

 Develop COG   

corridor plan

 Assess value of     

trail system

Update brand 

guidelines & 

marketing materials



www.centralohiogreenways.com

Initial Focus Area



www.centralohiogreenways.com

The SW Connection



www.centralohiogreenways.com

Questions?



http://morpc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cb2461e42ec60600137325d2&id=159d070be4&e=2f8d00111a
http://morpc.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cb2461e42ec60600137325d2&id=159d070be4&e=2f8d00111a


Keynote Speaker  
Spencer Reeder, Vulcan Inc. 

A Key Funder of the Smart City Challenge



Lunch Panelists

Matt Habash

Ryan Lang

Glen Courtright

Bryn Bird

Tom Pendrey
Abed Alshahl



Breakout Sessions

Water
insight2050

Air Quality
Energy

Materials Management

Local Foods

Active Transportation

Policy



Age-Friendly City
Adapts its structures and services to be accessible to 

and inclusive of older people with varying needs and 

capacities.



The Domains of Age-Friendly Columbus

1. Transportation

2. Housing

3. Safety and 

Emergency 

Preparedness

4. Social Participation, 

Respect, and 

Inclusion 

5. Employment and 

Civic Participation

6. Communication and 

Information

7. Community Support 

and Health Services

8. Outdoor Spaces and 

Buildings

9. Project Outreach



February 2016 - January 2017:

Phase I: Assessment

February 2017- January 2018:

Phase II: Strategic Planning 

February 2019 - January 2021:

Phase III: Implementation

Timeline





Kerstin Carr

Kcarr@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614.233.4163

www.morpc.org 



MORPC General Updates

Laura Koprowski, MORPC
Director of Public & Government Affairs



Legislative Update

HB 528 -- Increasing Communities’

Permissive License Plate Fees

HB 5 – Public Office State Efficiency Studies

Ohio Energy Policy

SB 235 – Increased Value-

Property Tax 



Energy & Air Quality Information

Sign up to receive 

Air Quality Alerts 

by email at 

airquality.morpc.org



Regional Data Advisory Committee



Data Requests



Data Requests



Data Requests

dataandmaps@morpc.org

Email:   dataandmaps@morpc.org



Laura Koprowski

lkoprowski@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614.233.4126

www.morpc.org 



Nick Gill, MORPC
Assistant Director, Transportation 

Transportation Project Updates



• Plan that sets the regional transportation

priorities

• Long-range (20+ years), fiscally

constrained, prioritizes strategies and

projects, examines impacts to air quality    

• Formal document submitted to ODOT and

Federal Highway on a 4-year cycle

• Implemented through Transportation

Improvement Program (TIP), local Capital

Improvement Programs (CIP)

• Adopted by MORPC May 12, 2016

WHAT IS THE MTP?



Document and interactive map at:
www.morpc.org/mtp2040



May 2016

• Roadway Projects

o Add approximately 102 lane miles of freeways

o Modify 16 freeway interchanges

o Build 4 new freeway interchanges

o 79 new arterial or collector roadway segments, 

totaling 82 miles

o Lane additions on 42 segments of roadway, 

totaling 66 miles

o Minor widening/safety improvements on 65

segments of roadway

o Funding for isolated intersection improvements 

not specifically listed

• Transit

o 11% increase in fixed-route transit service 

hours

o Construction of CMAX Bus Rapid Transit line

o 19 High-Capacity Corridors for further study

• Bicycle & Pedestrian Projects focused on 

Regional Active Transportation Plan and 

Central Ohio Greenways corridors

o 234 miles of off-road multi-use paths

o 42 miles of bike lanes or wide 

shoulders

o 9 miles of new sidewalks

o 92 miles of TBD bike/ped facilities

o Funding for other stand-alone 

bike/ped projects not specifically 

listed

• Improvements to intermodal yards, access 

roads (railroad and airport-related)

• Various Intelligent Transportation System 

activities

• Planning  studies



FISCAL CONSTRAINT
• The MTP cannot include more projects and strategies than can be

funded with the forecasted revenues.

• Revenue Forecast through 2040 – Federal, State, Local, Private

TRAC/ODOT

$4,792

24%

MORPC Federal

$1,081

6%

OPWC/CEAO

$899

5%
Local

$5,393

28%

Private

$683

3%

Other

$356

2%

Transit 

Federal/State

$816

4%

Transit Local

$5,583

28%

Revenues Expected by 2040 by Source (in millions)

Management & 

Operations
$6,819

35%

Freeway Related

$3,251
17%

Non-Freeway 

Roadways
$2,807

14%

Bicycle & Pedestrian 

(stand-alone)
$497

2%

Transit

$6,118
31%

Other

$105
1%

Funding Uses (in millions)

Total = $19.6 billionTotal = $19.6 billion



MORPC-Attributable Funds

• Federal Transportation Funding solicitation every two 
years

• Estimated $60 million available for new projects 
through 2023 (mostly 2022 & 2023)

• Timeline
• July 1: Screening Applications for new funding due

• Mid-July: Staff provides feedback to applicants and revised forecast of 

available funding

• August 15:  Final Applications due

• September - November: Staff review and score applications & AFC review 

and recommends funding commitments

• December : Draft list of funding commitments available for public review 

and comment

• March 2017: Adopt list of attributable funding commitments



Upcoming Construction Projects

• Transportation 

Improvement Program

– www.morpc.org/tip

– Development of new FY 18-

21 TIP to start this fall

• Paving the Way

– http://www.pavingtheway.org

Nate Vogt, 614-233-4183, nvogt@morpc.org

Ronni Nimps, 614-233-4159, rnimps@morpc.org

http://www.morpc.org/tip
http://www.pavingtheway.org/
mailto:nvogt@morpc.org
mailto:rnimps@morpc.org


Upcoming Construction Projects

• Transportation 

Improvement Program

– www.morpc.org/tip

– Development of new FY 18-

21 TIP to start this fall

• Paving the Way

– http://www.pavingtheway.org

Nate Vogt, 614-233-4183, nvogt@morpc.org

Ronni Nimps, 614-233-4159, rnimps@morpc.org

http://www.morpc.org/tip
http://www.pavingtheway.org/
mailto:nvogt@morpc.org
mailto:rnimps@morpc.org


Nick Gill

ngill@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614.233.4151

www.morpc.org 



Paving the Way



Community Planning Activities



Eileen Leuby

eleuby@morpc.org

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Phone: 614.233.4135

www.morpc.org 
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