
Chapter 8: 

Summary of Strategies and Projects 

The strategies and projects included in the MTP specific to various elements 

of development, transportation components, and travel demand have been 

described in Chapters 2 through 6.  This chapter summarizes all of the strate-

gies and projects, focusing back on the plan goals.  This chapter also ad-

dresses air quality, environmental justice, and an overview of environmental 

mitigation with regard to the projects. 
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8.1 Strategies 

Just as objectives were developed to measure progress in achieving each goal, 

strategies were identified as a plan of action for moving the region forward. Many 

of the strategies apply to more than one of the goals.  These strategies are meant 

to be executed through collaborative efforts among MORPC and other regional 

planning partners.   

 

The strategies proposed throughout the MTP are summarized in Table 8.1.  The 

notation to the right of each item shows the related goals.  Several strategies 

Strategy Related Goals  

Collaborate to reduce the need for vehicle travel through development regulations. 
 

Create travel demand management (TDM) partnerships among the facilitators and providers of alternative modes of transportation, 

community leaders, and institutions that make up high-density trip-generating districts. 

 

Improve marketing of regional travel demand management (TDM) programs to increase use of transit, ride-share, bicycling, and 

walking. 

 

Create plans and partnerships to attract investment in alternative fuel vehicles and infrastructure. 
 

 Alleviate existing or anticipated congestion. 
 

 Improve employee and customer access to businesses through infrastructure and outreach.  

 Improve fixed-route and demand-response transit service. 
 

 Improve connections and coordination among transit system operators and other modes of transportation. 
 

 Support efforts to introduce fixed-guideway transit service. 
 

Collect information on and analyze freight activity to identify developing trends, and work to disseminate that information among                  

partners and peers. 
 

Forge public/private partnerships to provide resources to maintain and expand key linkages among air, rail and roadway transporta-        

tion modes. 
 

Make transportation decisions that positively impact freight movements and maximize the effectiveness of the region's integrated  

freight transportation system. 

 

Make neighborhoods walkable, bikeable, and accessible by transit through both infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects and 

programs. 
 

  Increase the quantity and quality of data on bicycle and pedestrian travel behavior. 
 

TABLE 8.1 

Summary of Strategies 
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Strategy Related Goals  

Expand bicycle and pedestrian networks through the implementation of complete streets and multi-use path connections. 
 

Collect, develop, maintain, and share data and information to improve local decision-making. 
 

Multi-jurisdictional dialogue to improve opportunities for collaboration. 
 

Collaborate on a selection process that advances short-term project priorities through the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
 

Promote and strengthen security and emergency preparedness efforts. 
 

Improve traffic and transit operations by increasing efficiency through investment in advanced technology . 
 

Establish consistent data collection procedures and standard rating systems concerning roadway condition. 
 

Preserve and maintain the existing transportation system. 
 

Broaden the transportation system managed in a coordinated manner. 
 

Develop a regional multi-modal traveler information system. 
 

Develop a transportation system to serve all demographic population groups. 
 

Ensure the accuracy, availability, and timeliness of crash data and information. 
 

Reduce the occurrence of severe crashes and address high-crash locations. 
 

Support and advance initiatives that address high-risk drivers and behaviors. 
 

Improve human services transportation and coordination with public transit. 
 

TABLE 8.1 

Summary of Strategies, continued 

relate to expanding the transportation system through projects.  These include 

projects that add roadway capacity, expand the transit system, or provide more 

bike and pedestrian facilities.  Details about each of the strategies and projects 

can be found in the previous chapters.  

 

The specific projects identified in the MTP are a type of strategy.  Some items in 

the project list encompass the ongoing operation, maintenance, and preservation 

of the existing transportation system.  This includes, in general, the operation and 

expansion of transit service.  However, most of the items listed are projects to 

expand physical components of the transportation system.   
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The MTP includes projects that: 

 

 Add approximately 102 lane miles of freeways 

 Modify 16 freeway interchanges 

 Build 4 new freeway interchanges 

 79 new arterial or collector roadway segments, totaling 82 miles 

 Lane additions on 42 segments of roadway, totaling 66 miles 

 Minor widening/safety improvements on 65 segments of roadway, totaling 

96 miles 

 234 miles of off-road multi-use paths 

 42 miles of bike lanes or wide shoulders 

 9 miles of new sidewalks 

 11% increase in fixed route transit service hours 

 19 high capacity transit corridors identified for further study 

The project listing on the following pages provides a brief project description and 

identifies the cost for each project.  Projects that are on the SFY 2016-2019 TIP 

or a local government capital improvement program have a specific year identi-

fied for construction.  These are short-term projects that are actively under devel-

opment and for which the project sponsor is able to provide a construction year.  

Correspondingly, the cost shown in the project listing is in construction year dol-

lars.  Most of the remaining projects are classified into a period of 2020-2030 

(medium-term), and 2030-2040 (long-term).  For these projects, an  estimated 

cost range is provided to reflect the uncertainty in the year of construction and 

the ultimate scope of the project.  A few project listings are line items to reflect 

ongoing activities throughout the transportation plan time frame, with the cost 

reflecting an estimate of the aggregate amount to be expended between 2016 

and 2040. 

Map 8.1 shows all of the projects, labeled with the project ID that corresponds to 

the project listing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.2 List and Map of Projects 
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8.3 Impact Summary 

The impact of the strategies and projects included in the MTP must avoid adverse 

impacts to environmental justice, air quality, and the natural environment.  Thor-

ough technical reviews are available in Appendices C, D, and E.  A summary of 

the results follows: 

 

AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY 

The quality of the air we breathe is affected by many human activities such as 

burning fuels, dry cleaning, painting and manufacturing. These day-to-day activi-

ties add gases and particles to the air, thereby changing the environment and 

negatively impacting our health. The contribution of transportation to air quality 

problems includes vehicle tailpipe emissions, evaporation of fuels and use of non

-road construction equipment to build transportation facilities. 

 

The U.S. EPA promulgated an 8-hour ozone standard in 2008, and on July 20, 

2012, the 6-county region was designated marginal non-attainment.  On August 

27, 2015, the U.S. EPA proposed to reclassify the area to attainment based upon 

three years of clean data.  As of this date, a final rule has not been issued. Four 

Central Ohio counties and part of a fifth were also designated as a non-

attainment area for failing to meet standards for fine particulate pollution 

(referred to as PM2.5) in 2005. The area has since been re-designated to attain-

ment for fine particulates. This situation requires the region to pursue strategies 

to reduce both ozone and fine particulate pollution. In addition to reducing ozone 

and fine particle pollution, the region will need to pursue strategies to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. Transportation accounts for 20 percent of Ohio's 

greenhouse gas emissions, and there is a growing global, national, state and 

local trend to reduce greenhouse gases through regulatory and voluntary meas-

ures due to their impact on global climate. Following this trend to limit green-

house gas emissions contributing to global climate change, MORPC will work with 

various partner organizations and agencies to develop strategies to reduce emis-

sions. Future transportation plans will address this growing concern in further 

detail. The following new and ongoing initiatives have been undertaken by 

MORPC to promote air quality improvement in the region: 

 Daily air quality forecasts for ozone and fine particulate pollution 

 Clean Air Fair education and outreach event  

 Assisting heavy-duty diesel fleets with funding to install pollution control 

technology 

 Joining Central Ohio Asthma Coalition 

 RideSolutions ridesharing program 

 Energy and Air Quality Workgroup – this group will help identify additional 

regional strategies for improving air quality. 
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The Clean Air Act requires that the projects in Transportation Plans in nonattain-

ment areas lead to improvements in air quality. The process that shows that 

transportation plans lead to improvements in air quality, or maintain the air qual-

ity, is called a conformity determination. 

 

A determination of conformity of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan was made 

by MORPC with technical assistance from ODOT. The technical procedures were 

developed by ODOT and agreed to by MORPC. The emissions analysis was based 

on the MOVES model. Complete documentation of the conformity process, the 

procedures used and the analysis results are contained in Appendix B and show 

that this plan is in conformity. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 

Transportation investments have both positive and negative impacts that may be 

localized in a particular community or portion of a community. Environmental 

justice requires that these impacts be distributed fairly among population groups, 

especially focusing on population groups that have been traditionally disadvan-

taged. MORPC, in its response to this important challenge, devised a process to 

assess the impacts of the transportation planning process, the Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan and the transportation improvement program on the target 

populations.  

 

The target populations consist of minorities, Hispanics, senior citizens, people 

with disabilities, people in poverty, and households without cars. Information 

about these populations can be found in Appendix C. MORPC identified three 

principles to ensure environmental justice considerations were properly inte-

grated into the transportation planning process:  

 Adequate public involvement of target populations in regional transportation 

decision making. 

 Assess whether there were disproportionately high and adverse impacts on 

the target populations resulting from federal programs. 

 Ensure that the target populations receive a proportionate share of benefits 

of federal transportation investments. 

 

Several quantitative measures were developed in order to assess the impacts of 

the plan. Although these measures cannot take into account every possible facet 

of environmental justice, MORPC believes they are good indicators as to whether 

significant environmental justice issues are present. When applied at the regional 

level, the measures indicated the Metropolitan Transportation Plan creates no 

environmental justice problems. It is important to keep in mind that this analysis 

was done at a regional, transportation system wide level. Additional refinement 

will be made as individual projects go through project development. The com-

plete environmental justice analysis of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan is 

available in the separate Environmental Justice Technical Analysis Appendix. 
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