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Welcome & Introductions 
Chair Steve Campbell called the Regional Policy Roundtable Meeting to order and attendance was 
taken over the phone. The roundtable promptly moved forward with the agenda items. 
 
Update to Senate Bill 235 (Property Tax Freeze for Pending Development) 
Laura Koprowski discussed the collaborative work of MORPC, other statewide local government 
organizations, libraries and schools on Senate Bill 235. Although the intent of the bill is to encourage 
economic development, redevelopment, and creation of more job-ready sites in the state, there is 
concern it would jeopardize existing economic development tools. MORPC had previously signed on 
to a letter of concern with the likeminded organizations and attended an interested parties meeting. 
The group had also presented a pilot project concept as an alternative. However, the group’s 
changes were not incorporated into the Senate version of the bill. After discussing strategy with the 
partner organizations, the group will be sending a letter expressing its opposition to the bill but 
supporting the pilot project concept. The members of the roundtable had no concerns with that 
approach. 
 
Discussion about State Energy Legislation   
Steve Campbell reminded the roundtable of the work it had done alongside MORPC’s Sustainability 
Advisory Committee to develop a position on this issue. Christina O’Keeffe discussed the current 
pieces of legislation dealing with the freezing of energy mandates. She and Lloyd Pierre-Louis, along 
with Steve Tugend, had attended an interested parties meeting with Senator Bill Seitz to go over the 
details of his bill – Senate Bill 320. That bill extends the freeze on the mandates until 2019 to align 
with the timeframe of the federal Clean Power Plan being implemented. It also would allow goals to 
be set during the freeze period and pushes the mandates to 2030 with three years of flexibility. It 
was mentioned that the language from SB 185, on energy special improvement districts, could be 
incorporated into SB 320, which MORPC would support. It was noted that Governor Kasich continues 
to be against having the freezes indefinitely. As the issue moves forward, Steve Campbell ensured 
that the Roundtable would continue to coordinate MORPC’s positions and actions with the 
Sustainability Advisory Committee. 
 
Advocacy for HB 528 (License Fees) 
Lloyd Pierre-Louis mentioned the past work MORPC had done in concert with statewide associations 
on the issue of license plate fees being capped at $20, including Tom Homan’s testimony to the 
Legislature’s Joint Task Force on Transportation Funding Issues. Rep. Margaret Ann Ruhl recently 
introduced HB 528 to increase the fees by a collective $15. She gave sponsor testimony on the 
same day as the policy roundtable call, and had allowed her testimony to be reviewed by MORPC 
beforehand. Lloyd mentioned that MORPC is in a good place moving forward on this issue because 
the issue is being brought to people’s attention and some of the bill’s co-sponsors will be in office for 
the next General Assembly term. Laura Koprowski also mentioned to the roundtable the importance 
of thinking of complementary strategies and communications moving forward, including information 
for local governments to use when speaking with their state legislators. 
 
Preview of Fall Election and Ballot Issues 
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Lloyd Pierre-Louis gave a preview of what might be on the ballot for this November’s election, 
mentioning how the top of the ticket might affect the outcomes in certain swing districts. He said a 
ballot issue on medical marijuana is likely. The Legislature has been working on medical marijuana 
legislation, although it faces some opposition regarding a marijuana commission, whether people 
can grow and possess their own marijuana, and whether it can be smoked. The legislation is meant 
to undermine other possible ballot issues on the subject. Ohioans for Medical Marijuana is currently 
collecting ballot signatures, although other pro-marijuana groups’ initiatives are possible as well. 
While other possible ballot issues have been brought up -- such as an ethics amendment targeted 
toward legislators, a clean energy amendment, congressional redistricting, and a commission to look 
at the pay of state officials -- none of these are being seriously considered for this year’s ballot. 
 
Discussion about Summit on Sustainability Policy Track 
Mayor Kim Maggard updated the group on MORPC’s Summit on Sustainability that will be taking 
place Friday, October 21. The event draws over 500 community and business leaders. There will 
once again being a public policy track for the breakout sessions at the summit. It would be helpful for 
the roundtable members to offer some ideas as to what topics and subject matter would make for 
good public policy sessions. The summit’s theme, “Feeding the Economy,” focuses on local foods 
and will feature prominent businesses that focus on sustainability. Those with suggestions of ideas 
or businesses with a sustainability focus should reach out to the MORPC staff members. 
 
Other Business 
Steve Campbell asked the committee if there were any other announcements or questions. JR 
Rausch wondered if anyone has heard about or was asked to pass a resolution in favor of having two 
engineers on board every train. He said the City of Cleveland had already passed such a resolution, 
but not one else knew about the topic, so it is an issue that will require some follow-up. 
 
With no further business, Campbell thanked everyone participating and the meeting concluded. 


