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WHO IS MORPC? 

 
 

Regional 
Data  

&  
Mapping 

Policy Planning 

Energy Transportation 

• State 
• Federal 
• Local 
• Advocacy 

• Land Use 
• Economic Development 
• Environment 

• Sustainability 
• Air Quality 
• Home Weatherization 

• Multi-modal Options 
• Forecasting 
• Project Capitalization 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 A voluntary  association of over 60 Central Ohio governments and regional organizations in 15 counties
 Focus on innovation and collaboration
 Provide a unified voice for Central Ohio
dedicated to attracting the best and the brightest, transforming existing communities, and promoting sustainability





WHAT ARE WE ASKING OF YOU? 
 
• Review and comment 

o MTP draft strategies and projects 

o Active Transportation Plan content and tools 

o Comment period ends January 31, 2016 

• Contact: 

o mtp@morpc.org 

o Bernice Cage for hard copies or translated materials (614-233-4157) 

• Information: 

o Morpc.org/mtp 

o Morpc.org/atp 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to give an overview of what the Metropolitan Transportation Plan is, why it is important to your community, and some of the components of the plan you might be especially interested in.  We are accepting comments on the plan through January 2016, so I’m asking that you review the information and provide us with your feedback. 

mailto:mtp@morpc.org


• Plan that sets the regional transportation priorities 

• Long-range (20+ years), fiscally constrained, prioritizes strategies and projects, 

  examines impacts to air quality     

• Formal document submitted to ODOT and Federal Highway on a 4-year cycle 

 

WHAT IS THE 2016-2040 METROPOLITAN 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN? 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Metropolitan Transportation Plan identifies regional transportation priorities such as highway, bicycle, pedestrian, transit, and freight improvements for the next 25 years. 
This plan is updated every 4 years, and submitted to ODOT and Federal Highway Administration. 
The plan must be fiscally balanced, meaning that the projects included must be financially feasible based on estimated costs and forecasted revenues.
The planning process considers both 



The 2016 
Metropolitan 
Transportation 
Plan only 
includes 
communities 
within the official 
MPO boundary. 

MPO map 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MORPC functions as the region’s Metropolitan Planning Organization, which is charged with planning and programming federal transportation dollars for 
 all of Franklin and Delaware Counties, 
 Jerome Twp in Union County, 
 New Albany, Pataskala, and Etna Twp in Licking County, 
 and Bloom and Violet Twps in Fairfield County.



•  2016 – 2040 Growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Existing transportation network: 

o Over 36,590 miles of highways 

o 9,700 vehicle miles traveled 

    per capita 

o Over 1 million service hrs of transit 

o 580 miles of bikeways 

 

 

 

 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 
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2015 Estimate Forecasted Growth by 2040 

• Transportation projects must be in MTP to be eligible for Federal funding 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Central Ohio is the fastest growing region in the state. The MPO area is forecasted to grow by over 300,000 (23%) people and nearly 200,000 (19%) new jobs. A growing population and changing demographics creates new demands of our transportation system. 

It is also important because this plan directs the allocation of federal and state transportation dollars, and for a project to be eligible for federal funding, it must be included in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.
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PLAN DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE 
 

Public involvement & participation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The MORPC team has been working on the Metropolitan Transportation Plan for over a year. The plan development process has included establishing

Goals – broad statements of the vision or aspiration of where we want the region to be in 2040

Objectives – measures we used to track our progress toward reaching these goals
Benchmark – where we are today
Target – level of attainment we want to reach by certain timeframes. For this plan we set short term (2020), and a long-term (2040) targets

Land Use Variables –Assumptions of where people will live and work in 2040, the who and what we are planning for

Project Evaluation Criteria – Because the plan is fiscally constrained, every needed project can’t be included. Evaluation criteria is used as a tool to identify which projects will best help achieve the goals

Strategies – action items to move from that benchmark toward the targets, and ideally achievement of the goal.  Strategies lead to work activities, including specific infrastructure projects and through the work of MORPC and other regional planning partners like ODOT and the local governments in the region.  These are regional strategies meant to be worked on by regional planning partners collaboratively. 

For each of these milestones, we’ve sought and received public review and comment. We’ve made information available on our website, published 8 volumes of an MTP newlsetter (to date), and developed a webmap where people could suggest and comment on specific projects.




ADOPTED GOALS OF THE MTP 
 
Reduce per capita energy consumption and promote alternative fuel 
resources to increase affordability and resilience of regional energy supplies 

Protect natural resources and mitigate infrastructure vulnerabilities to maintain 
a healthy ecosystem and community 

Position Central Ohio to attract and retain economic opportunity to prosper as 
a region and compete globally 

Create sustainable neighborhoods to improve residents' quality of life 

Increase regional collaboration and employ innovative transportation solutions 
to maximize the return on public expenditures 

Use public investments to benefit the health, safety, and welfare of people 

Through transportation: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the six goals that the Metropolitan Transporation Plan was developed around. 



ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 •  Goal: People can safely and easily walk, bike, and use transit. 

•  Focuses on 12 corridors 

•  Collaborative and cross-jurisdictional 

•  Tools: 

• Story Map 

• Cost Estimator 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goal of the Active Transportation Plan is to ensure that people can safely and easily get to where they want and need to go by walking, biking and using transit. 
 The ATP focuses on 12 Key Regional Corridors that cross multiple jurisdictions and include major thoroughfares. The idea is for communities’ planners, engineers and decision makers to use the ATP to help them work together on planning and infrastructure development projects that incorporate Complete Streets. Ultimately, using these tools could result in a project that receives a higher level of consideration in MORPC’s attributable funding application process.
 The ATP is web-based so that it’s at people’s fingertips whenever they want to use it – be it at the office, in a meeting, or at a site review. 
 The two main tools of the ATP are an interactive story map and a cost estimator tool. The story map is where you can read about the ATP process, get best practices information, and dig deeper into data about subjects such as where bike, sidewalk, and transit facilities exist and don’t exist, high crash locations, and more. The cost estimator tool is a way for people to get an estimated range of the additional cost of adding a sidewalk or bike facility to a project their community already plans to construct such as a new roadway, bridge reconstruction, or street widening. 





ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
 

Screen shot of 
web map 
zoomed in to 
community 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the left you see the 12 Key Regional Corridors. On the right you see a screen shot from the Story Map. When you visit the webpage, you’ll be able to zoom in and out, and click on different features to get more information to help you and your neighboring communities work together to fill in the gaps in the walking, biking and transit networks, and make it safer and easier for people to get where they need to go. 

Please let us know if you have comments on how to make this a better resource to you and your communities, and if you want us to meet with you to teach you how to use it. 



COORDINATION 
 

• Community plans and documents along with: 

 

• COTA 

 

 

 

 

• City of Columbus 

 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the plan development process, MORPC staff have been reviewing local plans and documents and working with local planning staff for consistency with local land use and infrastructure plans.

Have also been working closely with COTA and City of Columbus staff on the development of their respective long range planning efforts going on concurrently, COTA’s NextGen, which is a vision for improved transit service in our region, and Connect Columbus, which is the City’s long range multi-modal transportation plan. 

(if asked) Passenger rail message:  Next Gen is looking at types of high capacity transit. Beyond planning locally, MORPC is engaged in conversations with federal, state, and regional partners on bringing passenger rail to the Midwest.



CANDIDATE AND 
DRAFT PROJECTS 
 
 

Draft projects map, 
MPO area 

01/05/2016 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Projects were selected using adopted project evaluation criteria, consideration of financial feasibility, and public and stakeholder input. 



 
DRAFT ROADWAY 

PROJECTS 
 



 
DRAFT ROADWAY 

PROJECTS 

FREEWAYS 
 

Project Type 
Number 

of 
Projects 

Miles 
Total 
Cost 

millions 

Major Widening of 
Freeway 

11 33 $1,038 

Interchange 
Modification 

16 n/a $1,289 

New Interchange 4 n/a $295 

Convert to 
Freeway 

4 18 $272 

Lane Management 4 42 $424 



 

DRAFT ROADWAY 
PROJECTS –

ARTERIALS/COLLECTORS 
 

Project Type 
Number 

of 
Projects 

Miles 
Total 
Cost 

millions 

Major Widening of 
Arterials/Collectors 

40 63 $866 

New Roadway or 
Bridge 

72 65 $703 

Minor Widening 66 96 $969 

Intersection 
Modification 

82 n/a $173 

Access Management 5 27 $17 

Convert to Two-way 5 2 $24 



CANDIDATE TRANSIT, BIKE/PEDESTRIAN  PROJECTS 
 
 

01/05/2016 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Projects were selected using adopted project evaluation criteria, consideration of financial feasibility, and public and stakeholder input. 



NEXT STEPS 
 
• Open house – March 15, 2016 at 
  
    MORPC 
   111 Liberty St. 
    Columbus, OH 43212 
 
• Plan adoption May 2016 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MORPC will host an open house for the public to review the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and provide comments on March 15, 2016.  

The plan will be presented to MORPC’s Committees for adoption in May 2016.



WHAT ARE WE ASKING OF YOU? 
 
• Review and comment 

o MTP draft strategies and projects 

o Active Transportation Plan content and tools 

o Comment period ends mid February, 2016 

• Contact: 

o mtp@morpc.org 

o Bernice Cage for hard copies (614-233-4157) 

• Information: 

o Morpc.org/mtp 

o Morpc.org/atp 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, we would like your input on the draft plan. We are accepting comments on the plan through January 2016. You can provide comments by emailing mtp@morpc.org, or by visiting the MTP and ATP webpages. You can also call or write. 

mailto:mtp@morpc.org


Contact 
Email: mtp@morpc.org 
Web: morpc.org/MTP2040 
 
MARIA SCHAPER 
mschaper@morpc.org 
614.233.4153 
 
 
AMELIA COSTANZO 
acostanzo@morpc.org 
614.233.4161 
 
Web: morpc.org/ATP 
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