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Date Received Comment Comment Topic Response
Date of 

Response
Incorporation into MTP

11/25/2014

I just read about this case study in a new report Leveraging Health Funding for 

Active Transportation Investments, and thought it was relevant given the recent 

round of input being gathered by MORPC for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan. (Sorry, I know I missed the 11/21 comment deadline…)

Connecting transportation dollars to health: Nashville Area MPO

The Nashville Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) undertook a three-

year process to develop the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan, which was adopted 

in December 2010. The plan sets forth transportation priorities for the next 25 

years for the Nashville region. Through an extensive outreach process with existing 

regional collaborations (including the Tennessee Obesity Taskforce), citizens, and 

business leaders, the Nashville MPO adopted four guiding principles: livability; 

sustainability; prosperity; and diversity. The plan won numerous awards, including 

U.S. Department of Transportation’s 2012 Transportation Planning Excellence 

Award.

Recognizing that Tennessee ranks as fourth in the country in obesity, the 2035 

Regional Transportation Plan explicitly prioritizes the connection between health 

and transportation planning to create healthier environments for residents. When 

transportation projects are submitted and evaluated for funding, the project scoring 

criteria awards 60% of available points for projects that have positive outcomes for 

health, safety, congestion reduction, and active transportation. With this change in 

criteria, project applicants adjusted their projects to score more points to be eligible 

for funding. As a result, 75% of the submitted projects included active 

transportation, which will have a direct result in providing healthy options for 

Nashville residents. 

Advocacy Advance has developed resources to assist MPOs to prioritize more active 

transportation projects in its funding decisions, including best practices, sample 

competitive grant applications, project scoring criteria.

Is this something that is already addressed in MORPC’s scoring criteria, or is it an 

opportunity for improvement? 

Eval Criteria

Thank you  for your interest and comment on the Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan development. As you mentioned, the comment 

period for the MTP goals has ended, but this comment is still 

relevant to the development of the project evaluation criteria for the 

2016-2040 MTP. The development of the project evaluation criteria 

will likely occur in Spring of 2015 (and will be available for public 

comment and review at that time).  I will keep this comment on 

record for when work begins on that phase of the plan.  The current 

2012-2035 MTP project evaluation criteria does consider health, 

safety, congestion reduction, and active transportation, but the 

development of the 2016-2040 MTP evaluation criteria certainly 

presents an opportunity to revisit and improve upon how those 

elements are included. 

12/8/2014

Active transportation components are 

included in several of the evaluation 

criteria.

5/6/2015
The regional collaboration criteria should include townships in the 

number of jurisdictions contributing to 75% of users
Eval Criteria MORPC agreed to include the townships in the requested criteria 5/6/2015

MORPC will include townships when 

applying said evaluation criteria.
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