
	

Memorandum 
 
TO: 
 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Officers and Board Members 
 

FROM: 
 

Christina O’Keeffe, Director of Energy & Air Quality 

DATE: 
 

September 1, 2016 
 

SUBJECT: MORPC’s Involvement at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO) on Utility Energy Efficiency Programs 
 
 

Introduction: 
MORPC has recently expanded its public policy role in the regulatory arena of the 
PUCO to advocate on behalf of its local governments in support of energy efficiency 
utility programs. This work is consistent with Goal 2 of the 2015 – 2016 Regional 
Sustainability Agenda and Goal 4 of the 2016 Public Policy Agenda. 
 
On June 10, 2016, Columbia Gas of Ohio (COH) filed an application at PUCO to 
continue its demand-side management (DSM) programs – or more commonly known 
as energy efficiency programs. On June 15, 2016, AEP-Ohio also filed its application 
to continue their DSM programs.  
 
Both applications, if approved by PUCO Commissioners, would allow energy efficiency 
programs to continue beginning January 1, 2017 for a period of several years and 
offer incentives and tools for residential, commercial and industrial customers. Note: 
AEP-Ohio’s DSM application may also be affected by any updates to Ohio law on the 
energy electric standards (which will resume on January 1, 2017 with the annual 
benchmarks unless there is legislative action). 
 
The PUCO process is governed by an attorney examiner assigned to the case for each 
application to review the records submitted to the docket, including comments filed 
by intervening parties, expert testimony, and agreements reached between parties, in 
order to provide a recommendation to the PUCO commissioners for consideration 
and approval. The expected timeframe for both applications to be completed is by 
the end of 2016 with the opportunity for the programs, if approved, to begin in 2017.  
 
  



	

MORPC Positon:  
Consistent with MORPC’s position on energy efficiency and as part of these case 
proceedings, MORPC is supporting the continuation of the energy efficiency programs 
along with improvements that may increase the participation of residential and 
business customers. Further, MORPC is seeking support from the utilities that will 
establish and advance a local government energy partnership program that involves 
energy benchmarking, energy audits, community education, and challenge programs 
and competitions. The intent is to deliver energy services to local governments that 
help communities meet sustainable energy goals, achieve energy savings and 
increase participation by community members.  
 
MORPC Actions:  
In June and July, MORPC staff reviewed the opportunity with Sustainability Advisory 
Committee, Policy Roundtable and Executive Committee to insert its voice into the 
PUCO process on the best interest of local governments in these applications.  
 
In July and early August, MORPC moved forward to become an official participant in 
the DSM applications by filing its “motion to intervene” on the applications submitted 
by Columbia Gas of Ohio and AEP-Ohio. MORPC is represented by Chris Allwein of 
Counsel with Kegler, Brown & Ritter. These motions are attached and provide 
background on the legal justification of MORPC’s participation.   
 
With these filings, MORPC was able to elevate its role in discussions and negotiations 
with the utility, PUCO staff and other parties. Previously and ongoing, MORPC is a 
member of the utility stakeholder collaborative board that reviews the performance 
and provides advice for the utilities’ energy efficiency/demand side management 
programs.  
 
Columbia Gas of Ohio DSM Case:  
In the proceedings with Columbia Gas of Ohio (COH), several parties have intervened, 
demonstrating an interest meeting the legal standard for involvement, and include:  
 

 Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (OCC) 
 Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (OPAE) 
 Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) 
 Interstate Gas Supply, Inc. (IGS) 
 Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) 
 Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) 
 Retail Energy Supply Association (RESA) 
 Northwest Ohio Aggregation Coalition (NOAC) 
 NOAC Communities: City of Toledo, Lucas County, City of Perrysburg, Lake 

Township, City of Maumee, City of Oregon, City of Northwood, Village of 
Ottawa Hills, Perrysburg Township and Village of Holland 

 
An agreement was reached among certain parties, including COH, MORPC, OPAE, 
IGS, OHA, RESA & PUCO staff, and is described in the attached document called a 



	

“stipulation agreement.” It was filed August 18, 2016 with the PUCO and reflects 
terms that the utility will work with MORPC on supporting the local government 
energy partnership initiative and enhancements to the income-eligible weatherization 
program that MORPC administers in Franklin County.  
 
Comments and Reply Comments were also filed by parties. MORPC submitted Reply 
Comments to counter viewpoints that recommend the non-low income programs be 
discontinued and utilized its expertise based on the value of energy efficiency as a 
necessary tool to support the growing region of Central Ohio. The Reply Comments 
filed by MORPC are attached.  
 
The schedule moving forward includes testimony filed by parties in support or 
opposition of the stipulation agreement along with a hearing scheduled for 
September 28, 2016. Thereafter, the attorney examiner on the case will review all 
case records and provide the recommendation for the PUCO Commissioners.  
 
The PUCO Case Record for the COH DSM application is available online at: 
http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=16-1309.    
 
AEP-Ohio DSM Case:  
Since the application was filed by AEP-Ohio in June, several parties have intervened, 
demonstrating an interest meeting the legal standard for involvement, and include: 
 

 Ohio Partners for Affordable Energy (OPAE)  
 Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) 
 Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
 Industrial Energy Users-Ohio 
 The Kroger Company 
 Ohio Manufacturers’ Association (OMA) 
 Ohio Consumers’ Counsel (OCC) 
 Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
 IGS Energy 
 Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) 
 Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) 

 
The case proceedings has not moved as quickly as the COH case. Initial objections 
have been filed with a reply by AEP-Ohio. Much of the objections center on the 
utility’s modifications to shared savings and incentives they could receive for 
implementing “life-long measures” along with “cost-shifts” between customer 
classes. Legal counsel advised MORPC should not wade into these discussions as 
customer-based parties will be active in negotiating final terms. Rather, MORPC will 
focus on the execution of the DSM programs by AEP-Ohio.  
 
Once a procedural schedule is filed by the attorney examiner on this case, MORPC 
will comply to submit comments, testimony and expertise to support its position. 
 



	

The PUCO Case Record for the AEP-Ohio DSM application is available online at: 
http://dis.puc.state.oh.us/CaseRecord.aspx?CaseNo=16-0574.  
 
 
Contact:  
For any questions or comments, please direct them to Christina O’Keeffe by email at 
cokeeffe@morpc.org or by phone at (614) 233-4192.  
 
 
Attachments:  

 Motion to Intervene by Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
COH Case# 16-1309-GA-UNC & 16-1310-GA-AAM 

 
 Stipulation and Recommendation 

COH Case# 16-1309-GA-UNC & 16-1310-GA-AAM 
 

 Reply Comments by Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
COH Case# 16-1309-GA-UNC & 16-1310-GA-AAM 

 
 Motion to Intervene by Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

AEP-Ohio Case# 16-574-EL-POR 
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BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval 

of Demand Side Management Program for 

its Residential and Commercial 

Customers. 

 

In the Matter of the Application of 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval 

to Change Accounting Methods. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

Case No. 16-1309-GA-UNC 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 16-1310-GA-AAM 

  

 

MOTION TO INTERVENE BY 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  

  

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (“MORPC”) hereby moves, pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code §4903.221 and Ohio Administrative Code (“Ohio Adm. Code”) Rule 4901-1-11, to 

intervene in the above-captioned proceedings for the reasons set forth in the attached 

Memorandum in Support. 

  Respectfully submitted on behalf of 

  Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

 

  /s/Christopher J. Allwein____________________ 

  Christopher J. Allwein (0084914) 

  Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter LPA 

  Capitol Square, Suite 1800 

  65 East State Street 

  Columbus, Ohio 43215-4294 

  Telephone:  (614) 462-5496 

  Fax:  (614) 464-2634 

  callwein@keglerbrown.com 

  (Will Accept Service via email) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:callwein@keglerbrown.com
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BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval 

of Demand Side Management Program for 

its Residential and Commercial 

Customers. 

 

In the Matter of the Application of 

Columbia Gas of Ohio, Inc. for Approval 

to Change Accounting Methods. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

Case No. 16-1309-GA-UNC 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 16-1310-GA-AAM 

  

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

  

I. Introduction 

MORPC seeks to intervene in these cases, where Columbia Gas has applied for a 

continuation and modification of its demand side management energy efficiency and peak demand 

reduction programs (“Application”). The Application is subject to review and approval by the 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”).  The Application includes 

certain programs to encourage and incentivize non-low income energy efficiency for residential 

and commercial customers. MORPC seeks to participate in these proceedings on behalf of its 

member governments and regional organizations located within the Columbia Gas of Ohio service 

territory. These member governments and regional organizations may be adversely affected by the 

Commission’s rulings in these matters. The Application and subsequent proceedings will present 

several issues of interest to MORPC, including but not limited to program structure and 

opportunities for its members and their constituents to promote, develop and institute energy 

efficiency opportunities.  
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These and other issues, which are a part of these proceedings, may directly impact MORPC 

and its members’ interests in the encouragement and implementation of energy efficiency projects 

within their communities. MORPC’s members located within the Company’s service area have a 

direct interest in assuring that Columbia offers a wide variety of programs and measures with 

reasonable incentives.  As such, MORPC is entitled to intervene in these proceedings.  

II.  Legal Standard  

Ohio law provides that a party may intervene in a Commission proceeding if that party 

“may be adversely affected by a public utilities commission proceeding.”1 To determine whether 

a party may be adversely affected for purposes of intervention, the Commission evaluates:   

(1) The nature and extent of the prospective intervenor’s interest;  

(2) The legal position advanced by the prospective intervenor and its probable 

relation to the merits of the case;  

 

(3) Whether the intervention by the prospective intervenor will unduly prolong or 

delay the proceedings;  

 

(4) Whether the prospective intervenor will significantly contribute to full 

development and equitable resolution of the factual issues.2  

 

The Commission’s rules similarly provide that any person may intervene where “[t]he 

person has a real and substantial interest in the proceeding.”3 The PUCO regulations set forth the 

same four standards that are established in Ohio Revised Code 4903.221(B) for determining 

whether a party may be “adversely affected,” and also purport to add a fifth factor regarding “the 

                     

1   R.C. 4903.221. 
2   R.C. 4903.221(B).  
3 Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-11(A)(2). 
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extent to which the person’s interest is represented by existing parties.”4 As the Ohio Supreme 

Court has held, intervention in Commission proceedings “ought to be liberally allowed so that the 

positions of all persons with a real and substantial interest in the proceedings can be considered by 

the [Commission].”5 The Commission has consistently maintained a policy to “encourage the 

broadest possible participation” in its proceedings.6  

III.  MORPC is entitled to intervene under §4903.221 because MORPC and its 

members “may be adversely affected” by the outcome of these proceedings.  
 

MORPC easily satisfies these liberal intervention standards and respectfully requests that 

its intervention be granted in these cases. MORPC satisfies each of the four statutory factors 

demonstrating that MORPC and its members “may be adversely affected” by the outcome. First, 

the nature and extent of MORPC’ interests in the proceeding are real and substantial, as the 

issues involved are directly related to MORPC’s activities, which is to serve one of the most 

dynamic and fastest-growing regions in Ohio and to improve the quality of life for the more than 

2 million Central Ohio residents. Central Ohio is expecting dramatic changes in the next 35 

years. The population will increase by over 500,000 people or 25 percent by 2050 or sooner and 

imply significant change for all Central Ohio communities in the coming years. MORPC is a 

voluntary association of more than sixty Central Ohio local governments and regional 

organizations that envisions and embraces innovative practices, opportunities, and tools in 

transportation, energy, housing, land use, the environment and economic prosperity. MORPC 

                     

4 Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-11(B). 
5 Ohio Consumers’ Counsel v. Pub. Util Com’n of Ohio (2006), 111 Ohio St. 3d 384, 388, 2006 Ohio 5853, 856 

N.E.2d 940. 
6 See e.g. In the Matter of the Application of The Dayton Power and Light Company, 2009 WL 322883 at 1, Ohio 

PUC February 5, 2009 (Commission granted motion to intervene in light of policy to encourage participation, despite 

party’s failure to file within the deadline). 
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members are representative of the rural, urban and suburban communities that comprise the 

central Ohio region. MORPC’s history dates back to 1943 when it was first formed as the 

Franklin County Planning Commission. In 1969, its area was expanded resulting in the creation 

of MORPC.  

MORPC provides a unified voice on behalf of its local government members with the 

strength to make Central Ohio competitive in the global marketplace. MORPC is dedicated to 

transforming existing communities, and promoting programming in the areas of air quality, water 

quality, energy conservation, urban revitalization and sustainability. Specifically, as part of its 

2016 Public Policy Agenda, MORPC advocates to promote energy efficiency and an abundant 

supply of safe, reliable, and affordable sources of energy for the growing Central Ohio region. 

Thus MORPC and its members have an interest in the energy efficiency opportunities offered by 

Columbia and potential modifications to the Company’s demand-side management programs 

being offered to customers within their communities.   

The positions advanced by MORPC will bear directly on the merits of this proceeding. 

Among other issues, MORPC is focused on existing residential and commercial incentives, and 

providing recommendations for development opportunities for its members to promote and 

institute additional energy efficiency measures within their communities. Second, MORPC’s 

intervention will not unduly prolong or delay this proceeding, as MORPC’s intervention is timely 

filed7 and MORPC is able to comply with all case management deadlines established by the 

Commission and/or agreed to by the parties. 

                     

7 The proposed, stipulated procedural schedule does not present an intervention deadline. However, MORPC is filing 

this motion ahead of the first item in the procedural schedule (Stipulation of Issues deadline of July 15, 2016), 

presented in the proposed schedule (page 1) filed by the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel and Columbia on July 7, 2016. 
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Third, intervention by MORPC will significantly contribute to the full development of the 

record in this proceeding. MORPC will bring significant expertise to bear in this proceeding. The 

staff and consultants employed by MORPC, as well as some of its members, have extensive 

experience in energy efficiency and usage, conservation and program planning and 

implementation. As such, MORPC should be permitted to intervene pursuant to Ohio Revised 

Code §4903.221. 

IV.  MORPC may intervene because it has a “real and substantial interest” in the 

proceeding under Ohio Administrative Code 4901-1-11(B). 

 

MORPC may also intervene in these proceedings because it satisfies each of the five factors 

listed in the PUCO rules demonstrating that MORPC has a “real and substantial interest” in the 

proceeding. The first four factors are identical to those set forth under §4903.221(B) and therefore, 

MORPC should be permitted to intervene for the same reasons as set forth in Section III above. 

As for the fifth factor, the interests of MORPC in these proceedings will not be fully represented 

by other parties, because none of the other parties can adequately represent MORPC’s interest as 

a regional organization of local governments with significant and specific experience in the 

development and implementation of community-based energy efficiency, conservation and 

sustainability programs.  

V.  Conclusion 

MORPC meets the intervention criteria of Section 4903.221 and satisfies the standards 

set forth in the Commission's rule for intervention contained in Ohio Administrative Code Rule 

4901-1-11, including that its motion is timely and is made by a person with a real and substantial 

interest in the outcome of this proceeding. For the foregoing reasons, Mid-Ohio Regional  
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Planning Commission  respectful ly requests that the Commission grant its motion to 

intervene. 

  Respectfully submitted on behalf of 

  MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

  /s/Christopher J. Allwein____________________ 

  Christopher J. Allwein (0084914) 

  Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter LPA 

  Capitol Square, Suite 1800 

  65 East State Street 

  Columbus, Ohio 43215-4294 

  Telephone:  (614) 462-5496 

  Fax:  (614) 464-2634 

  callwein@keglerbrown.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:callwein@keglerbrown.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion and Memorandum in 

Support were delivered via electronic mail on this 14th day of July, 2016 to the following parties: 

 

       _/s/Christopher J. Allwein______________ 

       Christopher J. Allwein 

 

 

 

 

Colleen L. Mooney 

231 West Lima Street 

P.O. Box 1793 

Findlay, OH 45839-1793 

Telephone: (419) 425-8860 

or (614) 488-5739 

e-mail: cmooney@ohiopartners.org 
 

Counsel for Ohio Partners for Affordable 

Energy 

Christopher Healey (0086027) 

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers' Counsel 

Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel 

10 West Broad Street, Suite 1800 

Columbus, Ohio 43215-3485 

Telephone: (614) 466-9571 (Healey direct) 

christopher.healey@occ.ohio.gov 

 

Kimberly W. Bojko (0069402) 

Carpenter Lipps & Leland LLP 

280 North High Street, Suite 1300 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Telephone: (614) 365-4100 

Email: Bojko@carpenterlipps.com 

 

ON BEHALF OF BRUCE J. WESTON  

OHIO CONSUMERS' COUNSEL 

Joseph M. Clark 

Stephen B. Seiple 

290 W. Nationwide Blvd. 

Columbus, Ohio 43216 

josephclark@nisource.com 

sseiple@nisource.com 

 

William Wright 

Attorney General 

Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 

180 East Broad Street 

Columbus, OH 43215 

William.wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov 
 

 

mailto:cmooney@ohiopartners.org
mailto:christopher.healey@occ.ohio.gov
mailto:Bojko@carpenterlipps.com
mailto:William.wright@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
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BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of Ohio 

Power Company for Approval of its 

Energy Efficiency/Peak Demand 

Reduction Portfolio Plan. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

Case No. 16-574-EL-POR 

 

   

 

  

 

MOTION TO INTERVENE BY 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  

  

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (“MORPC”) hereby moves, pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code §4903.221 and Ohio Administrative Code (“Ohio Adm. Code”) Rule 4901-1-11, to 

intervene in the above-captioned proceeding for the reasons set forth in the attached Memorandum 

in Support. 

  Respectfully submitted on behalf of: 

  Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

 

  /s/Christopher J. Allwein____________________ 

  Christopher J. Allwein (0084914) 

  Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter LPA 

  Capitol Square, Suite 1800 

  65 East State Street 

  Columbus, Ohio 43215-4294 

  Telephone:  (614) 462-5496 

  Fax:  (614) 464-2634 

  callwein@keglerbrown.com 

  (Will Accept Service via email) 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:callwein@keglerbrown.com


 

2 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE 

THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO 

In the Matter of the Application of Ohio 

Power Company for Approval of its 

Energy Efficiency/Peak Demand 

Reduction Portfolio Plan. 

 

 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 

 

Case No. 16-574-EL-POR 

 

  

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 

  

I. Introduction 

MORPC seeks to intervene in this case, where the Ohio Power Company (“AEP” or 

“Company”) has submitted its 2017-2019 Energy Efficiency/Peak Demand Reduction 

(“EE/PDR”) Program Portfolio Plan (“Plan”). The Plan is projected to provide significant savings 

to AEP customers,1 and is subject to review and approval by the Public Utilities Commission of 

Ohio (“PUCO” or “Commission”).  The Plan includes certain programs to encourage and 

incentivize energy efficiency for residential and commercial customers and local communities. 

MORPC seeks to participate in this proceeding on behalf of its member governments and regional 

organizations located within the Ohio Power service territory. These member governments and 

regional organizations may be adversely affected by the Commission’s rulings in these matters. 

The Plan and subsequent proceedings will present several issues of interest to MORPC, including 

but not limited to program structure and opportunities for its members and their constituents to 

promote, develop and institute energy efficiency opportunities.  

                     

1 See the AEP Plan at 7 – the savings are estimated at 423GWh. 
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These and other issues, which are a part of this proceeding, may directly impact MORPC 

and its members’ interests in the encouragement and implementation of energy efficiency projects 

within their communities. MORPC’s members located within the Company’s service area have a 

direct interest in assuring that AEP offers a wide variety of programs and measures with reasonable 

incentives.  As such, MORPC is entitled to intervene in this proceeding.  

II.  Legal Standard  

Ohio law provides that a party may intervene in a Commission proceeding if that party 

“may be adversely affected by a public utilities commission proceeding.”2 To determine whether 

a party may be adversely affected for purposes of intervention, the Commission evaluates:   

(1) The nature and extent of the prospective intervenor’s interest;  

(2) The legal position advanced by the prospective intervenor and its probable 

relation to the merits of the case;  

 

(3) Whether the intervention by the prospective intervenor will unduly prolong or 

delay the proceedings;  

 

(4) Whether the prospective intervenor will significantly contribute to full 

development and equitable resolution of the factual issues.3  

 

The Commission’s rules similarly provide that any person may intervene where “[t]he 

person has a real and substantial interest in the proceeding.”4 The PUCO regulations set forth the 

same four standards that are established in Ohio Revised Code 4903.221(B) for determining 

whether a party may be “adversely affected,” and also purport to add a fifth factor regarding “the 

                     

2   R.C. 4903.221. 
3   R.C. 4903.221(B).  
4 Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-11(A)(2). 
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extent to which the person’s interest is represented by existing parties.”5 As the Ohio Supreme 

Court has held, intervention in Commission proceedings “ought to be liberally allowed so that the 

positions of all persons with a real and substantial interest in the proceedings can be considered by 

the [Commission].”6 The Commission has consistently maintained a policy to “encourage the 

broadest possible participation” in its proceedings.7  

III.  MORPC is entitled to intervene under §4903.221 because MORPC and its 

members “may be adversely affected” by the outcome of this proceeding.  
 

MORPC easily satisfies these liberal intervention standards and respectfully requests that 

its intervention be granted in this case. MORPC satisfies each of the four statutory factors 

demonstrating that MORPC and its members “may be adversely affected” by the outcome. First, 

the nature and extent of MORPC’ interests in the proceeding are real and substantial, as the 

issues involved are directly related to MORPC’s activities, which is to serve one of the most 

dynamic and fastest-growing regions in Ohio and to improve the quality of life for the more than 

2 million Central Ohio residents. Central Ohio is expecting dramatic changes in the next 35 

years. The population will increase by over 500,000 people or 25 percent by 2050 or sooner and 

imply significant change for all Central Ohio communities in the coming years. MORPC is a 

voluntary association of more than sixty Central Ohio local governments and regional 

organizations that envisions and embraces innovative practices, opportunities, and tools in 

transportation, energy, housing, land use, the environment and economic prosperity. MORPC 

                     

5 Ohio Adm. Code 4901-1-11(B). 
6 Ohio Consumers’ Counsel v. Pub. Util Com’n of Ohio (2006), 111 Ohio St. 3d 384, 388, 2006 Ohio 5853, 856 

N.E.2d 940. 
7 See e.g. In the Matter of the Application of The Dayton Power and Light Company, 2009 WL 322883 at 1, Ohio 

PUC February 5, 2009 (Commission granted motion to intervene in light of policy to encourage participation, despite 

party’s failure to file within the deadline). 
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members are representative of the rural, urban and suburban communities that comprise the 

central Ohio region. MORPC’s history dates back to 1943 when it was first formed as the 

Franklin County Planning Commission. In 1969, its area was expanded resulting in the creation 

of MORPC.  

MORPC provides a unified voice on behalf of its local government members with the 

strength to make Central Ohio competitive in the global marketplace. MORPC is dedicated to 

transforming existing communities, and promoting programming in the areas of air quality, water 

quality, energy conservation, urban revitalization and sustainability. Specifically, as part of its 

2016 Public Policy Agenda, MORPC advocates to promote energy efficiency and an abundant 

supply of safe, reliable, and affordable sources of energy for the growing Central Ohio region. 

Thus MORPC and its members have an interest in the energy efficiency opportunities offered by 

AEP and potential modifications to the Company’s energy efficiency and peak demand reduction 

programs being offered to customers within their communities.   

The positions advanced by MORPC will bear directly on the merits of this proceeding. 

Among other issues, MORPC is focused on existing residential and commercial incentives, and 

providing recommendations for development opportunities for its members to promote and 

institute additional energy efficiency measures within their communities.8 Second, MORPC’s 

intervention will not unduly prolong or delay this proceeding, as MORPC’s intervention is timely 

                     

8 This type of program is described in the proposed Plan and includes MORPC as a partner. See Plan at page 168 

under the heading of “Energy and Sustainability.” 
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filed9 and MORPC is able to comply with all case management deadlines established by the 

Commission and/or agreed to by the parties. 

Third, intervention by MORPC will significantly contribute to the full development of the 

record in this proceeding. MORPC will bring significant expertise to bear in this proceeding. 

MORPC is a collaborative member.10  The staff and consultants employed by MORPC, as well as 

some of its members, have extensive experience in energy efficiency and usage, conservation and 

program planning and implementation. As such, MORPC should be permitted to intervene 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §4903.221. 

IV.  MORPC may intervene because it has a “real and substantial interest” in the 

proceeding under Ohio Administrative Code 4901-1-11(B). 

 

MORPC may also intervene in this proceeding because it satisfies each of the five factors 

listed in the PUCO rules demonstrating that MORPC has a “real and substantial interest” in the 

proceeding. The first four factors are identical to those set forth under §4903.221(B) and therefore, 

MORPC should be permitted to intervene for the same reasons as set forth in Section III above. 

As for the fifth factor, the interests of MORPC in this proceeding will not be fully represented by 

other parties, because none of the other parties can adequately represent MORPC’s interest as a 

regional organization of local governments with significant and specific experience in the 

development and implementation of community-based energy efficiency, conservation and 

sustainability programs.  

                     

9 The proposed, stipulated procedural schedule by AEP recommends an intervention deadline of August 15, 2016 (see 

“Application and Proposed Procedural Schedule” at 6). However, MORPC is filing this motion ahead of the proposed 

deadline. No procedural schedule has yet been issued by the Attorney-Examiner in this case.  
10 See the testimony of J. Williams at 7.  
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V.  Conclusion 

MORPC meets the intervention criteria of Section 4903.221 and satisfies the standards 

set forth in the Commission's rule for intervention contained in Ohio Administrative Code Rule 

4901-1-11, including that its motion is timely and is made by a person with a real and substantial 

interest in the outcome of this proceeding. For the foregoing reasons, Mid-Ohio Regional  

Planning Commission  respectful ly requests that the Commission grant its motion to 

intervene. 

  Respectfully submitted on behalf of: 

  MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

  /s/Christopher J. Allwein____________________ 

  Christopher J. Allwein (0084914) 

  Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter LPA 

  Capitol Square, Suite 1800 

  65 East State Street 

  Columbus, Ohio 43215-4294 

  Telephone:  (614) 462-5496 

  Fax:  (614) 464-2634 

  callwein@keglerbrown.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:callwein@keglerbrown.com


 

8 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion and Memorandum in 

Support were delivered via electronic mail on this 8th day of August, 2016 to the following 

parties: 

 

       _/s/Christopher J. Allwein______________ 

       Christopher J. Allwein 

 

 

 

Colleen L. Mooney 

231 West Lima Street 

P.O. Box 1793 

Findlay, OH 45839-1793 

Telephone: (419) 425-8860 

or (614) 488-5739 

E-Mail: cmooney@ohiopartners.org 

 

Counsel for Ohio Partners for Affordable 

Energy 

Christopher Healey (0086027) 

Counsel of Record 

Assistant Consumers' Counsel 

Office of the Ohio Consumers' Counsel 
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