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Issue:
MORPC’s population estimates are getting further away from the US Census estimates
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2000 2015

At mid-decade:

MORPC’s estimates  

were 60,000 people and 4%

lower than the 

US Census estimates

40,000 of these were in Columbus



Why the annual population estimates are different:

Different Methodologies are used in making the estimates

Census Way
Start with counties,

2010 Census population

+ Births 

– Deaths 

+ Domestic Migration 

+ International Migration

------------------------------------------

New Population

Then, 

Distribute new county 

estimates to communities 

based on Census share

MORPC Way:
Start with Communities
Residential building permits x vacancy rate 
x household size + previous year estimate 
= New Population



How to bring the estimates closer together

•Include International migration with the MORPC way
•Historically, the MORPC results have been close to real census after 10 years

•But building permits don’t capture international migration
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Adding in International Migration closes the gap

•Adds  40,000 people

•81% of the increase is in Columbus 

•Brings Columbus into closer alignment with Census



Recommendation:

We use the modified method for the 2017 

population estimates.
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