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Overview of Ohio Department of Health (ODH)

ODH’s mission: Protect and improve the health of all Ohioans 
by preventing disease, promoting good health and assuring 
access to quality care.

Pillars of Public Health:
• Infectious Diseases
• Preparedness
• Health Improvement & Wellness 
• Health Equity & Access
• Environmental Health
• Regulatory Compliance



Number of Deaths and Annual Age-Adjusted Date Rate per 100,000 Population 
from Unintentional Drug Overdose by Year, Ohio Residents (2000-2015)1

1Source:  ODH Office of Vital Statistics 
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3 contributing factors to the epidemic:

• Changes in clinical pain 
management guidelines             
in the late 1990s.

• “Doctor-shopping” for 
prescription opioid pain 
medication.

• Lifecycle of addiction. 



Fentanyl-Related Drug Overdoses
Ohio (2012-2015)



Number of Unintentional Overdoses
Involving Selected Drugs, by Year, Ohio (2000-2015)



Number of Opioid Doses Dispensed to Ohio Patients 
(2011-2015)



Governor’s Cabinet Opiate Action Team (GCOAT)

• GCOAT was established in 
2011. 

• Under GCOAT’s leadership, 
Ohio has one of the most 
aggressive and  comprehensive 
approaches in the nation to 
combatting the opiate 
epidemic.



Combatting the Opiate Epidemic in Ohio

Reducing Supply of Leftover Opioids 
Available for Diversion and Abuse

Preventing Youth Drug Use                    
Before it Starts

Saving Lives Through Use of Opiate 
Overdose Reversal Drug Naloxone

Creating Pathways                                                 
to Treatment and Recovery



Shutting Down “Pill Mills”

• 2011: Governor Kasich signs House Bill 93 into law to 
shut down “pill mill” pain clinics that fuel Ohio’s opiate 
crisis. 



Stepping Up Law Enforcement Efforts

2010 – 2015: The Ohio State Highway Patrol 
seized 232,507 opioid pills.



Opioid Prescribing Guidelines

Opioid prescribing guidelines developed in 
partnership with medical community.

Emergency Departments

Chronic (Long-Term) Pain

Acute (Short-Term) Pain



Empowering Prescribers and Pharmacists                               
to Prevent Opioid Abuse



Preventing Youth  Drug Use Before it Starts



Saving Lives With Naloxone



Creating Pathways to Treatment and Recovery



How you can help

• Start Talking! (www.starttalking.ohio.gov) 

• Store pain medications securely and  
dispose of unused pain medications safely.

http://www.starttalking.ohio.gov/


For more information about how Ohio 
is combatting the opiate epidemic…

• Visit www.fightingopiateabuse.ohio.gov

http://www.fightingopiateabuse.ohio.gov/

