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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Advocate for Innovative 
Strategies to Maintain Air 
Quality Attainment, Reduce 
Emissions and Protect Health 
and Welfare by Working with 
State, Federal, and Business 
Partners 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a new national 
standard for ozone, a smog-causing gas that often forms on hot, sunny days 
when chemical emissions from power plants, factories and vehicles mix in 
the air. The new level is 70 parts per billion (ppb), tightening the standard 
of 75 ppb set in 2008. 

Earlier this year, MORPC submitted comments to the U.S. EPA in favor of 
a new ozone standard at 70 ppb. MORPC arrived at this position through a 
comprehensive stakeholder and public input process. MORPC’s position 
also advocated for additional federal funding for innovative strategies and 
flexibility to help regions more quickly meet the 70 ppb.

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

This fall, Congress will need to decide whether to develop a long-term 
surface transportation bill or pass a short-term extension before the current 
authorization expires October 29. The Senate passed long-term legislation 
known as the DRIVE Act before the August recess. It now awaits activity in 
the House.

Explore Possibility of Passing 
Legislation to Increase Local 
Government License Plate Fees 
for Funding Infrastructure

MORPC’s License Plate Task Force will be meeting with statewide organizations 
to identify next steps in advocacy. The task force also sent a survey to MORPC 
members requesting information related to the fees. 

Seek Funding for TRAC 
Projects

The Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) has accepted Major/New Project applications for 
their 2015 project selection round. Four projects were submitted to TRAC 
from the MORPC transportation planning area:

 » Far East Freeway Phase 1
 » Far East Freeway Phases 2 & 3
 » Innerbelt I-70/I-71 Phase 5
 » South Outerbelt I-270/US-23 Interchange

MORPC will be doing a brief presentation on its project prioritization at the 
October 13, 2015 ODOT TRAC public hearing. These priorities will be formally 
transmitted to TRAC by October 14, 2015.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/Pages/Default.aspx
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Energy Mandate Co-Chairs Seek ‘Indefinite’ Freeze; Governor’s Office Says ‘Unacceptable’
In late September, the Energy Mandates Study Committee issued its final recommendations on the future of Ohio’s 
energy standards. The report called for an indefinite extension of the existing two-year freeze in terms of the Obama 
administration’s Clean Power Plan (CPP) for carbon reduction. The committee argued that freezing mandates 
indefinitely should provide the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) maximum flexibility to recommend a 
state implementation program, at the appropriate time, as well as corresponding legislation targeted to meet the 
goals of that program.

The committee’s majority continued with the following recommendations: 
 » Provide an expedited process at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) to review new utility plans 

for energy efficiency.
 » Investigate and ensure maximum credit for all of Ohio’s energy initiatives.
 » Switch from energy mandates to energy ‘incentives.’ - Ensure the General Assembly–not Ohio EPA–retains 

statutory authority over energy policy and dispatch protocols, particularly in response to CPP.

Governor Kasich wasted little time calling the recommendation of the Energy Mandates Study Committee for a 
continued freeze of Ohio’s energy standards “unacceptable,” arguing instead for “a diverse mix of reliable, low-cost 
energy sources while preserving the gains we have made in the state’s economy.”

The final report of the Energy Mandates Study Committee co-chairs can be found here.
 
Ballot Issues
On September 25, the Ohio Ballot Board unanimously approved new wording for the marijuana legalization amendment 
that will appear on the ballot this November, but it left intact the word “monopoly” in the State Issue 3’s title.

The Ohio Ballot Board also certified as a single subject a new amendment tightening term limits on state lawmakers.

MORPC Legislative Testimony (view copies)
September 30 – HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (Kunze, Koehler) - To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, to authorize 
the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among political subdivisions, and 
to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has potential liability for its use under the 
Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.

October 7 – SB 185 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (Seitz, B) - To revise the law governing special improvement 
districts created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement projects.

State + National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), Ohio added 14,600 jobs in August, the third 
most in the nation, and the unemployment rate fell to 4.7 percent. The number of unemployed workers fell by 21,000 
in August, going from 286,000 in July to 265,000.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the national unemployment rate for September remained 
unchanged at 5.1 percent.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://emsc.legislature.ohio.gov/Assets/Reports/emsc-final-report.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/government-affairs/regional-policy-roundtable/index
http://www.hannah.com/ViewMember.aspx?memID=515&ga=22
http://www.hannah.com/ViewMember.aspx?memID=606&ga=22
http://www.hannah.com/ViewMember.aspx?memID=260&ga=22
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/23/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing); 5/12/2015 - 
Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 89-1
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
House Commerce and Labor, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB176 GAS-FUEL CONVERSION PROGRAM (HALL D, O’BRIEN S) To create the Gaseous Fuel Vehicle Conversion 
Program, to allow a credit against the income or commercial activity tax for the purchase or conversion of 
an alternative fuel vehicle, to reduce the amount of sales tax due on the purchase or lease of a qualifying 
electric vehicle by up to $500, to apply the motor fuel tax to the distribution or sale of compressed natural 
gas, to authorize a temporary, partial motor fuel tax exemption for sales of compressed natural gas 
used as motor fuel, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 9/16/2015 - Re-Referred to Committee
Recent Status: 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing); 
6/16/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176

HB180 RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (MAAG R) To prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 6/30/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 62-31; 6/30/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB340 (Local Government Innovation Council)
On September 28, Representative Ron Amstutz introduced HB340, legislation to extend the operation of the Local 
Government Innovation Council until December 31, 2019, and to declare an emergency.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301
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HB237 TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES (DUFFEY M, HACKETT R) To regulate transportation network 
companies and transportation network company services.
Current Status: 10/6/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/29/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing); 9/15/2015 - Referred 
to Committee Senate State and Local Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237

HB301 STATE EMPLOYEE-HEALTH CARE PLAN (HENNE M, HUFFMAN S) To require the Department of 
Administrative Services to make a high deductible health care plan available to state employees and 
state elected officials.
Current Status: 10/6/2015 - House Insurance, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Insurance; 8/17/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301

HB302 ANNEXED TERRITORY-LEVY (HENNE M) To provide that, beginning five years after a type-II annexation 
is approved, the annexed territory is subject to a fire, police, or EMS tax levy only if the levy is imposed 
by the subdivision that provides the fire, police, or EMS service to the territory.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government
Recent Status: 8/17/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-302

HB304 MUNICIPAL WATER RESERVOIR-BUFFERS (LELAND D, STINZIANO M) To eliminate law authorizing the 
maintenance of buffers around municipal water reservoirs by contiguous property owners.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government
Recent Status: 8/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-304

HB340 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INNOVATION COUNCIL (AMSTUTZ R) To extend the operation of the Local 
Government Innovation Council until December 31, 2019, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 10/7/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House State Government; 9/28/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-340

SB146 DISTRACTED DRIVING-ENHANCED PENALTY (HUGHES J, SEITZ B) To establish an enhanced penalty 
for committing a moving violation while distracted.
Current Status: 10/6/2015 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Judiciary; 6/25/2015 - PASSED BY SENATE; 
Vote 32-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-302
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-304
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-340
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146
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SB152 GEOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS (UECKER J) To enact section 9.49 and to repeal sections 
153.013 and 5525.26 of the Revised Code to prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 10/7/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House State Government; 6/25/2015 - PASSED BY 
SENATE; Vote 21-11
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152

SB185 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (SEITZ B) To revise the law governing special improvement districts 
created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement projects.
Current Status: 10/7/2015 - Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/29/2015 - Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (Second Hearing); 6/23/2015 - Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185

SB192 TRAFFIC LAW REVISION (BALDERSON T) To provide that when a motor vehicle passes a bicycle the safe 
passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter the protocol for proceeding into an intersection 
that has malfunctioning traffic lights.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor
Recent Status: 6/30/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192

SB198 NON-RESIDENT MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX (JORDAN K) To prohibit municipal corporations from levying 
an income tax on nonresidents’ compensation for personal services or on net profits from a sole 
proprietorship owned by a nonresident.
Current Status: 9/29/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government; 7/20/2015 - 
Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-198

SJR2 CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING (LAROSE F, SAWYER T) Proposing to enact Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, and 8 of Article XIX of the Constitution of the State of Ohio to revise the redistricting process for 
congressional districts.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 7/22/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-2

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-198
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-2
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
Dovilla and Grossman Launching Senate Bids
Two more House members made their plans known for 2016, with Representative Mike Dovilla (R-Berea) eyeing the 
24th Senate District Seat, and Representative Cheryl Grossman (R-Grove City) looking at the 16th Senate District. 
Both seats will be open because of term-limited senators. 

Ohio Minimum Wage to Remain the Same in 2016
According to the Ohio Department of Commerce, Ohio’s minimum wage will remain unchanged for 2016. The wage rates 
for 2016 will continue to be $8.10 per hour for non-tipped employees and $4.05 per hour for tipped employees. 
The minimum wage will apply to employees of businesses with annual gross receipts of more than $297,000 per year.
 
The constitutional amendment passed by Ohio voters in November 2006 states that Ohio’s minimum wage shall 
increase on Jan.1 of each year by the rate of inflation. The state minimum wage is tied to the federally determined 
Consumer Price Index (CPI-W) for urban wage earners and clerical workers for the 12-month period prior to September. 
This national CPI-W index declined 0.3 percent over the 12-month-period from Sept. 1, 2014 to Aug. 31, 2015. The 
constitutional amendment states that the minimum wage level shall increase at the rate of inflation, therefore, a 
decrease in the CPI-W index means that the Ohio minimum wage will remain the same as in the previous year. 
 
For employees at smaller companies with annual gross receipts of $297,000 or less per year after Jan.  1, 2016 and for 
14- and 15-year-olds, the state minimum wage is $7.25 per hour. For these employees, the state wage is tied to the 
federal minimum wage of $7.25 per hour which requires an act of Congress and the president’s signature to change. 

Elections 2015
Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted issued a reminder to voters that the deadline to register to vote in the November 
3, 2015 General Election was Monday, October 5. A total of 1,736 local issues, including levies for police and fire 
services as well as school funding, will appear on ballots across Ohio.
 
Ohio Senator Bill Beagle (R-Tipp City) officially threw his hat in the ring to fill the soon-to-be vacant 8th Congressional 
District currently held by U.S. House Speaker John Boehner (R-West Chester). Meanwhile, Senator Bill Coley (R-West 
Chester) told the Hamilton Journal News he will not run for the seat.

Local Government
In late September, five Ohio cities joined together on a lawsuit against the state that challenges a provision in HB64 
(R. Smith), the biennial budget, that they said could harm municipal water supplies. The cities of Columbus, Akron, 
Barberton, Lima and Westerville argue that a provision in the budget allowing property owners around municipal-
owned bodies of water to enter a buffer zone and make changes to that buffer, including clearing a path to the water 
or mowing, is unconstitutional.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
Transportation
The Joint Legislative Task Force on Transportation Issues, chaired by Senator Gayle Manning and Representative 
Cheryl Grossman, recently held its first hearing. The committee will be issuing two reports – the first due this 
December and the second report due December 2016. The first report will include methods for increasing the speed 
on and access to rural highways and freeways in Ohio and methods for saving money on license plates, including 
specifically a single license plate requirement. 

The committee will also look at the cost and feasibility of establishing a limited driving privilege license that contains 
embedded information, accessible only to law enforcement officers, that specifies the period during which the license 
holder may exercise limited driving privileges and the purposes for which limited driving privileges have been granted. 
The December 2016 report will focus largely on funding.

Federal
The Nation Celebrates Walk to School Day 
 Over 90 Ohio schools and many in Central Ohio participated in International Walk to School Day on October 7. This 
global event involves communities from more than 40 countries walking and biking to school on the same day. It 
began in 1997 as a one-day event. Over time, this event has become part of a movement for year-round safe routes 
to school including a conference that will take place next year in downtown Columbus. 

MORPC, the Safe Routes to School National Partnership, and the National Center for Safe Routes to School are 
pleased to host the fifth Safe Routes to School National Conference from April 5-7, 2016 at the Hilton Columbus 
Downtown with conference partners Ohio Department of Transportation and City of Columbus. The event will bring 
together the wide range of practitioners that are working at the local, regional, state, and national level to make it 
safe, convenient, and fun for children to walk and bicycle safely to school.

Ohio has one of the most successful Safe Routes to School programs in the country. ODOT has awarded $60 
million to communities in 75 of Ohio’s 88 counties. They have sold more than 100 infrastructure projects with 
another 100 in development. For more information about the 2016 conference visit http://saferoutesconference.org/ 

NTIA Releases Broadband Funding Guide
The National Telecommunications Information Agency (NTIA) released the Broadband Funding Guide  with information 
on available federal funding for broadband planning, public access, digital literacy, adoption, and deployment.  While 
the broadband grant programs funded under the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment Act have ended, funding 
is available through other federal program. A companion guide, NTIA’s Introduction to Effective Public-Private 
Partnerships was released earlier this year. Click here for more broadband news.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.saferoutespartnership.org/
http://saferoutesconference.org/
http://www2.ntia.doc.gov/files/broadband_fed_funding_guide.pdf
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/files/ntia/publications/ntia_ppp_010515.pdf
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/files/ntia/publications/ntia_ppp_010515.pdf
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