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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

Last week, the US House passed a six-year, nearly $340 billion highway and 
transit bill, known as the Surface Transportation Reauthorization & Reform 
(STRR) Act. 

The STRR Act contains several improvements to current law. It increases 
the STP suballocation over MAP-21 levels, preserves the Transportation 
Alternatives Program (though by a different name), modifies the requirement 
from MAP-21 regarding transit representation on MPO boards, and makes 
non-NHS bridges eligible for funding in the National Highway Performance 
Program.

MORPC actively advocated for the Davis-Titus amendment, which would 
have significantly increased funding for local priorities. Ultimately, this 
amendment was not added to the bill. 

With the government’s authority to spend money from the Highway Trust 
Fund set to expire later this month, the House bill must be reconciled with 
a similar bill passed by the Senate in July. Congressman Bob Gibbs, from 
Holmes County, will serve on the bill’s conference committee.

Explore Possibility of Passing 
Legislation to Increase Local 
Government License Plate Fees 
for Funding Infrastructure

MORPC’s License Plate Task Force will be meeting with statewide organizations 
to identify next steps in advocacy. The task force received responses to its 
member survey that will be shared with local government representatives 
and circulated among legislators during ongoing meetings about the issue. 
The group is collectively drafting a letter to key legislators that seeks support.

Seek Funding for TRAC 
Projects

The Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) has accepted Major/New Project applications for 
their 2015 project selection round. Four projects were submitted to TRAC 
from the MORPC transportation planning area:

1.	 Far East Freeway Phase 1
2.	 Far East Freeway Phases 2 & 3
3.	 Innerbelt I-70/I-71 Phase 5
4.	 South Outerbelt I-270/US-23 Interchange

Thea Walsh, MORPC Director of Transportation Systems and Funding, and 
Michael Hartley, on behalf of the Columbus Chamber of Commerce, presented 
on these projects at the October 13, 2015 ODOT TRAC public hearing. The 
preliminary recommendations of the TRAC will be released later this year. 

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/Pages/Default.aspx
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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Seek Federal Funding for 
Regional Projects

The U.S. Department of Transportation announced its TIGER grant recipients 
on October 29. Although three Central Ohio projects were unsuccessful, 
including the expansion of Norfolk Southern’s intermodal facility at 
Rickenbacker, MORPC Director of Transportation Systems and Funding 
Thea Walsh was on hand for ODOT’s announcement in Wilmington of a $6.8 
million TIGER grant for rural transit in Ohio. While predominantly outside 
MORPC’s transportation planning area, Fairfield, Perry, Pickaway, Fayette, 
Ross, Hocking, Knox, Marion, and Logan counties all have transit agencies 
that are part of the grant. The funds will help improve the communications, 
scheduling and dispatching of more than 30 rural transit operators located 
statewide in a multitude of rural transit service areas in Ohio.

Work with Our Regional 
Partners to Identify 
Significant Projects and Grant 
Opportunities to Benefit the 
Region

Director Tim Keen and the Office of Budget Management (OBM) have recently 
announced the upcoming state capital bill process. The Columbus Region is 
once again bringing together a diverse group of community and cross-sector 
leaders and organizations to receive and organize all eligible projects from 
the Columbus Region and communicate those projects to the Administration 
and General Assembly. The primary goal is to ensure the capital budget 
maximizes the economic impact to our region and state.

The Columbus Region is identifying all eligible projects within the 11-county 
area: Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Knox, Licking, Logan, Madison, Marion, 
Morrow, Pickaway and Union. 
 
To enter a project in the Columbus Region’s prioritization process, an 
application must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, November 23, 2015 
to CapitalBill@columbus.org. Applications received after that date will 
not be considered. Organizations completing a Columbus Region State 
Capital Budget Project Application may be asked to provide additional 
documentation after review of the submission of the initial application.  
If you have any questions, please call 614-225-6097 or email capitalbill@
columbus.org. When submitting your question, please be sure to also include 
your name, organization, and the best way that we can get in contact with you.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://columbus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85ee9ded17284a0afa5f134b0&id=e7b0c6ce4c&e=a6bfe94968
http://columbus.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85ee9ded17284a0afa5f134b0&id=9cd102342a&e=a6bfe94968
mailto:CapitalBill@columbus.org
mailto:capitalbill@columbus.org
mailto:capitalbill@columbus.org
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Election Recap
Issue 3
Nearly two-thirds of Ohioans rejected Issue 3, which would have legalized marijuana for medical and personal use 
for adults over the age of 21. It lost in all 88 counties. Ohio statewide officeholders and Ohio legislators said that they 
don’t believe Issue 3’s defeat will put a stop to medical marijuana. But they said any efforts to do medical marijuana 
in the state would be “evidence-based.” House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) told reporters that the 
House will be looking at the medical marijuana issue and will be taking a measured approach. While not offering 
specifics, he said that they are working on potential bills and resolutions that will be rolled out in the coming weeks 
as part of an effort spearheaded by Rep. Kirk Schuring (R-Canton). He said the process will include input from the 
public and from around the country on the issue of medical marijuana.

Issue 2
Compounding the defeat of Issue 3 was passage of Issue 2, the anti-monopoly amendment that was tied to Issue 3. 
It passed 52 percent to 48 percent, holding a margin of victory of just over 100,000 votes, according to the secretary 
of state’s office.

Issue 1
The redistricting reform amendment’s victory was clear from the results of the November 4 election, and many long-
time advocates immediately turned their sights towards congressional districts, which lawmakers did not include 
in reform efforts as they awaited the result of a U.S. Supreme Court case on the issue. Issue 1 was the clear winner 
of the night, getting 71 percent of the vote compared to 29 percent opposed.

State & National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), Ohio’s unemployment rate dropped to 4.5 
percent in September, down from a revised 4.6 percent in August. The number of unemployed persons in Ohio has 
fallen by 51,000 since September 2014.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), the national unemployment rate for October dropped to 5.0 
percent.

MORPC Legislative Activity
MORPC, as a member of the Columbus Region Coalition, signed onto a group letter to Speaker Boehner and Ohio’s 
congressional delegation urging Congress to avoid a government default and raise the federal debt limit in order to 
avoid severe economic consequences. The letter can be viewed on MORPC’s website.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/102615Central%20OH%20Debt%20Limit%20Ltr.pdf
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/23/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing); 5/12/2015 - 
Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M, DEVER J) To require the Treasurer of State to 
establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 10/13/2015 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 4/22/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance; 4/15/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; 
Vote 95-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 10/20/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/7/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government; 9/30/2015 - 
PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 91-1
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (HAGAN C, DUFFEY M) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify 
requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding 
a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.
Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an 
appropriation.
Current Status: 10/6/2015 - Re-Referred to Committee
Recent Status: 6/17/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House State Government, (Fifth Hearing); 
6/10/2015 - BILL AMENDED, House State Government, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130

HB176 GAS-FUEL CONVERSION PROGRAM (HALL D, O’BRIEN S) To create the Gaseous Fuel Vehicle Conversion 
Program, to allow a credit against the income or commercial activity tax for the purchase or conversion of 
an alternative fuel vehicle, to reduce the amount of sales tax due on the purchase or lease of a qualifying 
electric vehicle by up to $500, to apply the motor fuel tax to the distribution or sale of compressed natural 
gas, to authorize a temporary, partial motor fuel tax exemption for sales of compressed natural gas 
used as motor fuel, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 9/16/2015 - Re-Referred to Committee
Recent Status: 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing); 
6/16/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
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HB180 RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (MAAG R) To prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 6/30/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 62-31; 6/30/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180

HB233 REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To authorize municipal corporations to create downtown 
redevelopment districts and innovation districts for the purposes of promoting the rehabilitation of 
historic buildings, creating jobs, encouraging economic development in commercial and mixed-use 
areas, and supporting grants and loans to technology-oriented and other businesses.
Current Status: 10/27/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 91-0
Recent Status: 10/27/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 10/20/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED 
& REPORTED OUT, House Government Accountability and Oversight, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233

HB237 TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES (DUFFEY M, HACKETT R) To regulate transportation network 
companies and transportation network company services.
Current Status: 10/20/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Second Hearing); 9/29/2015 - Senate 
State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237

HB301 STATE EMPLOYEE-HEALTH CARE PLAN (HENNE M, HUFFMAN S) To require the Department of 
Administrative Services to make a high deductible health care plan available to state employees and 
state elected officials.
Current Status: 10/14/2015 - House Insurance, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - House Insurance, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House 
Insurance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301

HB302 ANNEXED TERRITORY-LEVY (HENNE M) To provide that, beginning five years after a type-II annexation 
is approved, the annexed territory is subject to a fire, police, or EMS tax levy only if the levy is imposed 
by the subdivision that provides the fire, police, or EMS service to the territory.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government
Recent Status: 8/17/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-302

HB304 MUNICIPAL WATER RESERVOIR-BUFFERS (LELAND D, STINZIANO M) To eliminate law authorizing the 
maintenance of buffers around municipal water reservoirs by contiguous property owners.
Current Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government
Recent Status: 8/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-304

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-302
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-304
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HB340 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INNOVATION COUNCIL (AMSTUTZ R) To extend the operation of the Local 
Government Innovation Council until December 31, 2019, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 10/27/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Bill Vote 90-0, Emergency Clause Passed 88-0
Recent Status: 10/27/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 10/14/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
House State Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-340

SB75 AGRITOURISM-ZONING (JONES S, PETERSON B) To limit the authority of a board of county commissioners 
or board of township trustees to prohibit agritourism through zoning, to apply current agricultural use 
valuation to land used for agritourism for property tax purposes, and to establish immunity in a civil 
action for agritourism providers.
Current Status: 10/21/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, Senate Civil Justice, (Fourth Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/14/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Civil Justice, (Third Hearing); 
6/10/2015 - Senate Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-75

SB146 DISTRACTED DRIVING-ENHANCED PENALTY (HUGHES J, SEITZ B) To establish an enhanced penalty 
for committing a moving violation while distracted.
Current Status: 10/13/2015 - House Judiciary, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House 
Judiciary
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146

SB152 GEOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS (UECKER J) To enact section 9.49 and to repeal sections 
153.013 and 5525.26 of the Revised Code to prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 10/14/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/7/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House State Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152

SB185 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (SEITZ B) To revise the law governing special improvement districts 
created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement projects.
Current Status: 10/7/2015 - BILL AMENDED, Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/29/2015 - Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (Second Hearing); 6/23/2015 - Senate 
Energy and Natural Resources, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185

SB192 TRAFFIC LAW REVISION (BALDERSON T) To provide that when a motor vehicle passes a bicycle the safe 
passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter the protocol for proceeding into an intersection 
that has malfunctioning traffic lights.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor
Recent Status: 6/30/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB198 NON-RESIDENT MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX (JORDAN K) To prohibit municipal corporations from levying 
an income tax on nonresidents’ compensation for personal services or on net profits from a sole 
proprietorship owned by a nonresident.
Current Status: 9/29/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government; 7/20/2015 - 
Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-198

SB209 OHIO RURAL JOBS ACT (HITE C) To enact the “Ohio Rural Jobs Act” which authorizes a nonrefundable 
tax credit for insurance companies that invest in rural business growth funds, which are certified to 
provide capital to rural and agricultural businesses.
Current Status: 10/21/2015 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0
Recent Status: 10/21/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; Pending Report; 10/21/2015 - REPORTED 
OUT, Senate Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-209

SJR2 CONGRESSIONAL REDISTRICTING (LAROSE F, SAWYER T) Proposing to enact Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, and 8 of Article XIX of the Constitution of the State of Ohio to revise the redistricting process for 
congressional districts.
Current Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 7/22/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-2

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
Ballot Issues
Backers of a proposal to raise the state’s minimum wage can begin collecting signatures after the Ohio Ballot Board 
recently certified the “Ohio Fair Wage Amendment” as one issue. The proposed amendment would take the state’s 
minimum wage to $10/hour, effective Jan. 1, 2017; to $10.50/hour, effective Jan. 1, 2018; to $11/hour, effective Jan. 
1 2019; to $11.50/hour, effective Jan. 1, 2020; and to $12/hour, effective Jan. 1, 2021. After that, “it will be annually 
adjusted for inflation consistent with existing law.”
 
The Ohio Attorney General’s Office recently certified the petition for a proposed amendment to the Ohio Constitution 
regarding the issuance of state bonds for energy development. On Oct. 23, the attorney general’s office received a 
written petition to amend the Ohio Constitution, entitled “The Ohio Clean Energy Initiative.” The submission was 
certified as containing both the necessary 1,000 valid signatures from registered Ohio voters and a “fair and truthful” 
summary of the proposed amendment.

Economic Development
The Kasich administration recently announced $3.8 million in new tax credits that will help keep 1,120 jobs in Ohio 
and spur another 875 positions, also generating $205 million in new commercial investments. The Ohio Tax Credit 
Authority (OTCA) approved six projects recommended by JobsOhio and its regional partners, led by a $1.2 million 
credit to Radiance Technologies Inc. in the Montgomery County city of Riverside.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-198
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-209
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-2
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
Railroad Crossing Upgrades
Over the next few months drivers will notice a change in traffic signals at railroad crossings that do not have flashing 
lights or gates. The Ohio Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the Ohio Rail Development Commission, 
reviewed nearly 2,000 of these crossings as a result of a change in state law. As a result, around 1,000 of the crossings 
will be getting stop signs in place of the yield signs already at the crossings.

Legislation of Interest
On October 27, the House unanimously passed HB340 (Amstutz) to extend the Local Government Innovation Council 
until at least Dec. 31, 2019 with an emergency clause, and HB233 (Schuring) that allows municipalities to create 
downtown redevelopment districts and innovation districts to promote the rehabilitation of historic buildings.

Traffic Cameras
Ohio can’t withhold funds from cities that do not comply with state traffic camera laws, a Lucas County judge has ruled. 
The city of Toledo is suing the state over provisions in 130-SB342 (Seitz) and HB64 (R. Smith), the biennial budget.

Healthy Water Ohio
On October 27, 2015 the Lake Erie Caucus met to hear testimony from Healthy Water Ohio. The Lake Erie Caucus is 
comprised of House & Senate members whose legislative districts feed into the Lake Erie Basin, however the focus 
of the Caucus is on preserving all of Ohio’s water resources.

The Healthy Water initiative aims to develop a long-range plan that sustainably meets current and future water 
needs while enhancing the economy and quality of life for all Ohioans. The group deliberated for two years on its 
recommendations.

The hearing provided an overview of the Findings & Recommendations of Healthy Water Ohio’s initiative and 
discussed some next steps to move their recommendations forward. The following items are a few of the group’s 
main recommendations:

»» Establish a formal water research group in Ohio
»» Leverage Ohio’s established watershed districts
»» Conduct needs assessment of water-related infrastructure
»» Develop an Ohio Water Trust

The Caucus suggested that Healthy Water Ohio condense and prioritize its recommendations, to ensure they were 
palatable to legislators in Columbus. They also asked the group to find an appropriated amount of dollars that a 
bond fund could generate, while keeping with Ohio’s conservative bond percentage parameters.

Federal
Agriculture
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack recently announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is awarding 
loans and grants that will help more than 1,100 rural small businesses and agricultural producers reduce energy 
use and costs in their operations.

Waters of the U.S. Update
House Republicans are looking for another opportunity to stop the implementation of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) ruling on Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) after losing a vote in the Senate last week. Lawmakers are 
considering including the WOTUS ban on two fiscal year 2016 appropriations bills since the provision covers the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and EPA.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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