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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Ensure that the Proposed Reauthorization of 
Public Works Commission Bonds is Adopted

SJR6 and HJR9, have been enacted and will be on the May 
6 primary election ballot as Issue 1.  A bipartisan, statewide 
citizen’s committee – Strong Ohio Communities – will 
establish a statewide campaign to educate voters.

Secure ODOT TRAC Funding for Regional 
Projects

ODOT opened the 2014 TRAC application cycle on April 1 and 
will be accepting applications through May 30, 2104. For more 
information, contact Dina Lopez at dlopez@morpc.org or 614-
233-4149.

Arrive at Solution for Uniform Municipal 
Income Tax Issue

MORPC will be attending a meeting on HB 5 in May, hosted 
by the Ohio Municipal League. 

Explore Possibility of Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government License Plate 
Fees for Funding Infrastructure

MORPC and the associations representing the counties, 
county engineers, townships and municipalities are 
continuing to discuss strategies and opportunities to reach 
out to legislators.

Establish MORPC as Top MPO Resource 
for Ohio Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

MORPC is closely monitoring Transportation Reauthorization 
Bill activity as the current federal legislation, MAP-21, expires 
October 1.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_SJR_6
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_HJR_9
mailto:dlopez@morpc.org
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Governor Signs Capital Bill
Fifteen days and done. That’s how long it took the Ohio General Assembly to complete its work on the $2.39 billion 
capital appropriations bill, HB497.
 
Introduced into the Ohio House on March 18, HB497 cleared the Senate Tuesday, April 1 with a vote of 30-1, sending 
it on to the governor, who signed it into law that same day. Key items funded in the bill include the following:

 » $160 million for community projects.

 » $675 million for state support for the construction and renovation of Ohio’s primary and secondary 
schools. [This total is made up of $575 million in GRF-backed debt appropriations and $100 million in 
lottery profit proceeds attributed to the video lottery terminal licensing fees to be paid by the racetracks.]

 » $369 million for the Public Works Commission to be used for local infrastructure projects.

 » $574.3 million for state facilities.

 » $100 million for the Clean Ohio Program -- the maximum biennial amount authorized by the Ohio 
constitution.

Among the appropriations for state agencies are the following:

 » $100 million for the Department of Transportation for department facilities.

 » $55 million for two technology projects.

MORPC Continues Opposition to Substitute Municipal Income Tax Uniformity Bill 
In late 2013, the House passed House Bill 5 and the Senate, in a move surprising to most, referred House Bill 5 to 
the chamber’s Finance Committee with a further announcement that Senator Bob Peterson would serve as the 
Republican Caucus’ point person on guiding the bill through the legislative process.
 
MORPC continues to be opposed to the bill in its current form.  The provisions of primary concern in the bill are as 
follows:

 » The mandatory 5-year net operating loss carry forward (NOL);

 » The mandatory pass-through entity loss offset of other income; and

 » The increase in the number of days that casual entrants can work in a municipality without incurring tax 
liability therein from 12 to 20 days.

MORPC’s efforts in the House resulted in an amendment removing a prohibition from taxing Supplemental Executive 
Retirement Plan (SERP) income, and MORPC will continue to advocate for revenue neutrality as the bill continues 
through the legislative process. MORPC has been meeting with state Senators in our delegation and on the committee 
communicating our chief concerns, making recommendations on how the legislation can be improved.

According to an April 2 discussion with Senate President Keith Faber, work continues behind the scenes on the bill and 
Faber believes the Senate will act on it during this current session. One change that he noted is being contemplated 
concerns “similarly situated entities,” with a switch from basing the tax on the number of days an individual works 
in a jurisdiction to one based on the amount earned in a jurisdiction.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_497
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HB494 (Transportation Improvement Projects)
On March 18, Representative Kirk Schuring introduced HB494. The legislation would authorize counties to undertake 
regional transportation improvement projects funded by the issuance of securities and by revenue pledges from the 
state and political subdivisions and taxing districts located within the cooperating counties.

HB500 (Public Transit System-Franchise Award)
On March 19, Representative Ron Young introduced HB500, a bill to permit a board of county commissioners, on 
behalf of a county transit board, to award a franchise for the operation of a public transit system.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

Mid-Biennium Review Update
Representative John McClain officially introduced Governor John Kasich’s latest mid-biennium review (MBR) proposal 
(HB472) on March 11, headlined by a tax code overhaul to finance further cuts to Ohio’s income taxes. The bill was 
subsequently broken down into various other bills dealing with major aspects of the legislation, as follows: 

 

  

 
 
State + National Unemployment Numbers for February - March 2014.
On March 21, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) announced that Ohio’s unemployment rate 
fell to the lowest point since the recent recession, hitting 6.5 percent in February. Meanwhile, the number of workers 
unemployed fell by 18,000, going from 395,000 in January, when the unemployment rate was 6.9 percent, to 377,000 
in February, causing the drop in the unemployment rate. 

According to an April 4 announcement from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the national unemployment rate 
was 6.7 percent in March, unchanged from February.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

Sub HB472 - Tax Reform HB488 - Veterans issues

HB483 - Appropriation changes and minor policy changes HB489 - Lease-leaseback provisions

HB484 - Higher education reform HB490 - ODNR/ODAg/EPA reforms

HB485 - Creation of the Office of Human Services Innovation HB491 - Lottery/casino changes

HB486 - Workforce development reforms HB492 - Tax corrective changes

HB487 - Education reform HB493 - BWC reforms

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_494
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_500
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_472_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_472_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_488_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_483_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_489_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_484_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_490_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_485_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_491_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_486_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_492_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_487_I_Y.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_493_I_Y.pdf
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HB10 FISCAL TOWNSHIPS-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS FISCAL OFFICERS (HAGAN C) To establish education 
programs and continuing education requirements for the fiscal officers of townships and municipal 
corporations, to establish procedures for removing those fiscal officers, county treasurers, and county 
auditors from office.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House State and Local Government, 
                            (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_10

HB69 TRAFFIC LAW PHOTO-MONITORING DEVICES (MAAG R, MALLORY D) To prohibit the use of traffic law 
photo-monitoring devices by municipal corporations, counties, townships, and the State Highway Patrol 
to detect traffic signal light and speed limit violations.
Current Status: 2/19/2014 - Senate State Government Oversight and Reform, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_69

HB172 MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATORS-HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE VEHICLE (RUHL M, MCGREGOR R) To require 
motor vehicle operators to take certain actions upon approaching a highway maintenance vehicle.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - Informally Passed
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_172

HB198 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To establish a procedure by which political 
subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to 
the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before adopting the TIF resolution.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT, House State and Local  
                            Government, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_198

HB223 RESIDENTIAL FORECLOSURE ACTIONS (GROSSMAN C, CURTIN M) To expedite the foreclosure and 
transfer of unoccupied, blighted parcels and certain abandoned properties and to make other changes 
relative to residential foreclosure actions.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_223

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB506 (Carbon Dioxide Emissions Standards)
On March 25, Representatives Andrew Thompson and Jack Cera co-sponsored HB506. The legislation intends to 
require the Director of Environmental Protection to adopt rules establishing standards of performance for carbon 
dioxide emissions from existing coal-fired and natural gas-fired electric generating units and to specify factors on 
which the standards must be based.

SB310 (Energy Reduction Requirements)
On March 28, Senator Troy Balderson introduced SB310, legislation to make changes to the renewable energy, energy 
efficiency, and peak demand reduction requirements and to create a study committee.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_10
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_69
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_172
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_198
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_223
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_506
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310
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HB239 COUNTY TRANSIT SYSTEM (RUHL M, BRENNER A) To allow the operator of a county transit system to 
enter into an agreement with a public or private entity for certain services, materials, equipment, or 
supplies if determined necessary for the generation of operating funds. 
Current Status: 3/18/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_239

HB277 STATE-POLITICAL SUBDIVISION ANNEXATIONS (STAUTBERG P) To require that the state or a political 
subdivision real estate owner be included in determining the number of owners needed to sign a petition 
for an expedited type-II annexation, unless the real estate is a road or road right-of-way.
Current Status: 2/25/2014 - REPORTED OUT, House State and Local Government, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_277

HB289 JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE-DISTRICT (SCHURING K) To require subdivisions to obtain 
written approval from owners and lessees of real property located within a proposed or existing joint 
economic development zone (JEDZ) or joint economic development district (JEDD) before approving, 
amending, or renewing the JEDZ or JEDD contract.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - Senate Finance, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_289

HB321 DATAOHIO BOARD (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To create the DataOhio Board, and to specify requirements 
for posting public records online.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_321

HB322 UNIFORM ACCOUNTING SYSTEM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To require the Auditor of State to adopt rules 
regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)State Bill Page: http://
www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_322

HB323 ONLINE PUBLIC DATA CATALOG (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish an online catalog of public data 
at data.Ohio.gov.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_323

HB324 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE GRANT PROGRAM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish 
the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_324

HB336 GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE CONVERSION PROGRAM (O’BRIEN S, HALL D) To create the Gaseous Fuel 
Vehicle Conversion Program.
Current Status: 3/31/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_336

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://bit.ly/1kCF5Qk
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_277
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_289
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_321
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_322
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_322
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_323
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_324
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_336
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HB337 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BUDGETING REQUIREMENTS (TERHAR L) To revise budgeting requirements that 
apply to local governments, mandate that certain actuarial standards be applied in political subdivisions 
that have independent retirement systems, and authorize the Auditor of State to impose sanctions. 
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_337

HB375 SEVERANCE TAX-HORIZONTAL OIL AND GAS WELLS (HUFFMAN M) To levy a severance tax on well 
owners of oil and gas severed from horizontal wells, to create a nonrefundable income tax credit for 
the amount of horizontal well severance tax paid, and to repeal a cost recovery assessment imposed 
on oil and gas well owners.
Current Status: 2/26/2014 - House Ways and Means, (Seventh Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_375

HB377 CASINO OPERATOR SETTLEMENT FUND (ANIELSKI M) To make changes to the second payment from 
the Casino Operator Settlement Fund to certain local government entities.
Current Status: 2/25/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_377

HB386 CREDIT CARD USE-COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BURKLEY T) To expand the work-related expenses that 
may be paid for by use of a credit card held by a board of county commissioners or the office of another 
county appointing authority.
Current Status: 2/25/2014 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House State and Local Government, (Third 
Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_386

HB426 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE WHISTLE-BLOWER (BARBORAK N, PILLICH C) To prohibit an appointing authority 
from taking disciplinary action against public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or 
misuse of public resources to the Inspector General.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_426

HB427 INFRASTRUCTURE FUND-TURNPIKE REVENUE BONDS (BUDISH A) To expand the authorized use of 
money in the Infrastructure Fund (derived from proceeds from Ohio Turnpike revenue bonds) to include 
infrastructure projects that consist of the maintenance or repair of existing infrastructure.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - Referred to Committee House Finance and Appropriations
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_427

HB439 WHISTLE-BLOWER PROTECTION-PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (DOVILLA M, HAYES B) To prohibit an appointing 
authority from taking disciplinary action against certain public employees who report a noncriminal 
law violation or misuse of public resources to the Inspector General.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_439

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://bit.ly/1gMwXak
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_375
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_377
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_386
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_426
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_427
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_439
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HB442 PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEES-HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS (BUTLER, JR. J) To provide health 
insurance benefits for the surviving spouse and dependents of a police officer, correctional officer, or 
firefighter killed in the line of duty.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - Re-Referred to Committee
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_442

HB472 MBR-MID-BIENNIUM BUDGET REVIEW (MCCLAIN J) To make operating and other appropriations and 
to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.
Current Status: 3/26/2014 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_472

HB483 MBR-OPERATION OF STATE PROGRAMS (AMSTUTZ R) To make operating and other appropriations and 
to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House Finance and Appropriations, (Seventh Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_483

HB494 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (SCHURING K) To authorize counties to undertake regional 
transportation improvement projects funded by the issuance of securities and by revenue pledges from 
the state and political subdivisions and taxing districts located within the cooperating counties.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_494

HB500 PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEM-FRANCHISE AWARD (YOUNG R) To permit a board of county commissioners, 
on behalf of a county transit board, to award a franchise for the operation of a public transit system.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_500

HB506 CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS STANDARDS (THOMPSON A, CERA J) To require the Director of 
Environmental Protection to adopt rules establishing standards of performance for carbon dioxide 
emissions from existing coal-fired and natural gas-fired electric generating units.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and Natural Resources
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_506

HCR43 OHIO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-ABUNDANCE PLAN (BOOSE T, THOMPSON A) To establish a sustainable 
energy-abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and 
environmentally friendly energy.
Current Status: 2/26/2014 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_HCR_43

SB6 TOWNSHIP FISCAL OFFICERS EDUCATION PROGRAMS (SCHAFFER T) To establish education programs 
and continuing education requirements for the fiscal officers of townships and municipal corporations.
Current Status: 4/2/2014 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 32-0
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_6

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB34 ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION COMPANIES (JORDAN K) To repeal the requirement that electric distribution 
utilities and electric services companies provide 25% of their retail power supplies from advanced and 
renewable energy resources by 2025.
Current Status: 2/12/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_34

SB58 RETAIL ELECTRIC SERVICE (SEITZ B) To review and possibly modify the energy efficiency, peak demand 
reduction, and alternative energy resource provisions established by Ohio law governing competitive 
retail electric service.
Current Status: 2/19/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Seventh Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_58

SB59 EDUCATION ENERGY COUNCIL (BEAGLE B) To authorize an eligible regional council of governments to 
establish itself as an education energy council for the purpose of issuing debt to pay for school district 
energy purchases.
Current Status: 2/19/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_59

SB155 JOINT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS BOARD (BURKE D) To authorize a joint board of county commissioners 
to conduct proceedings regarding existing joint county ditches via teleconference or video conference.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - Sent to Governor for Signature
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_155

SB218 TRANSPORTATION INNOVATION AUTHORITIES (CAFARO C) To authorize the creation of transportation 
innovation authorities by specified governmental entities and to establish the powers and duties of 
such authorities.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - Senate Transportation, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_218

SB282 MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS-INCOME TAX (JORDAN K) To prohibit municipal corporations from levying an 
income tax on nonresidents’ compensation for personal services or net profits from a sole proprietorship.
Current Status: 2/19/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_282

SB310 ENERGY REDUCTION REQUIREMENTS (BALDERSON T) To make changes to the renewable energy, 
energy efficiency, and peak demand reduction requirements and to create a study committee.
Current Status: 4/9/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310

SCR25 GREEN BUILDING RATING STANDARDS (UECKER J) To urge, for Ohio state agencies and other 
government entities, the use of green building rating systems, codes, or standards that are consistent 
with state energy efficiency and environmental performance objectives.
Current Status: 2/26/2014 - ADOPTED BY SENATE; Vote 22-10
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_SCR_25

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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Federal
Federal Transportation Bill
Significant work is being done on the new Transportation Reauthorization Bill. The current bill, MAP-21, expires on 
October 1 of this year, and the Highway Trust Fund is expected to be insolvent in July.

The Senate, particularly the Environment and Public Works Committee, is moving rapidly to write the programmatic 
aspects of the Reauthorization Bill. The Chair of that Committee, Senator Barbara Boxer (California), has set a target 
date of April 29 to insert final committee amendments into the Bill. It is questionable whether this ambitious target 
date will be hit, particularly because there are other Senate Committees that have jurisdiction over programmatic 
aspects of the bill that have not yet begun to work on them (The Banking Committee has jurisdiction over Transit, 
and the Commerce Committee has jurisdiction over Rail). There has been little to no movement in the Senate to work 
on the financing aspects of the Bill. That responsibility rests with the Senate Finance Committee.

In the House, the newer Chair of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Congressman Bill Shuster 
(Pennsylvania), is working well with his Ranking Democrat, Congressman Nick Rahall (West Virginia), and some very 
preliminary work has been done on the Bill. Chair Shuster has a primary election challenge that will be resolved 
on May 20. Once this election concludes, the pace in the House is expected to pick up. Likewise, there have been 
very general discussions in the House about how to finance the Bill. Ways and Means Committee Chair Camp and 
the Obama Administration have both indicated that the general concept of corporate tax reform might create a new 
source of revenue that could finance a longer-term Bill.

Unemployment Compensation
U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Rob Portman (R-OH) are part of a bipartisan group of 10 senators who 
recently reached a deal to reauthorize long-term unemployment insurance (UI) benefits for five months. The Senate 
voted 65-34 to advance S.1747 – Emergency Unemployment Compensation Extension Act of 2013. The legislation 
would allow for retroactive payments to eligible beneficiaries going back to Dec. 28, 2013. According to a statement 
from Speaker John Boehner, the House likely won’t advance the Senate deal, because it doesn’t include job-creating 
measures.

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Approves Brownfields Reauthorization Legislation
On April 3, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee approved by voice vote the Brownfields Utilization, 
Investment, and Local Development (BUILD) Act of 2013 (S. 491). This legislation would reauthorize the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Brownfields Program which funds the rehabilitation of abandoned and 
polluted properties to increase safety and attract new businesses to communities across the country.  The bill increases 
the limit for site remediation grants from the current $200,000 to $500,000 per site, and gives the EPA Administrator 
discretion to raise the limit further to $650,000.  In addition, the bill authorizes EPA to prioritize technical assistance 
to small communities, Indian tribes, rural communities, or low income areas with populations below 15,000 when 
applying for grants under the Brownfields program.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1747
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/491
http://www.epa.gov/brownfields/


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 11

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

TOP ADVOCACY ITEMSSTATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
Senate Transportation-HUD Appropriations Subcommittee Holds Hearing on HUD’s FY2015 Budget
During recent testimony before the Senate Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies 
(T-HUD) Appropriations Subcommittee, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Shaun 
Donovan provided highlights of HUD’s fiscal year (FY) 2015 budget request. The hearing examined several issues facing 
HUD’s budget, including rising costs in Federal Housing Administration payments and physical conditions within public 
housing. Senator Collins (R-ME) spoke highly of the HUD Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program in 
leveraging public infrastructure and economic development. The Senate T-HUD Appropriations Subcommittee plans 
to mark-up their version of the funding bill in late May or early June.  

Local Road Safety Act Introduced in the House
Recently Representatives Michaud (D-ME) and Ribble (R-WI) introduced the Local Road Safety Act of 2014 (H.R. 4336).  
This legislation would address roadway safety on local and rural roads by enhancing coordination between states and 
local transportation partners when planning statewide safety projects. The bill clarifies that state departments of 
transportation should take local strategic highway safety plans (including those developed by regional development 
organizations) into consideration when developing their statewide safety plans.  

USDA Launches Farm Bill Implementation Website
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new section on its website (http://www.usda.gov/) which 
provides details on the agency’s new rules, comments, and regulations related to implementation of the 2014 farm 
bill. The USDA Economic Research Service also launched a website (http://www.ers.usda.gov/) highlighting some 
of the economic implications of the new programs and provisions of the farm bill. 

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.hud.gov/
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/house-bill/4336?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4336%22%5D%7D
http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.usda.gov/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/
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