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• Regional assessment of the economic, social and policy 
realities related to energy use & development. 
 

• Set of recommendations to catalyze a more prosperous 
economy and enriched environment. 



FINDINGS 

Project Team discovered: 
 
• The Region is growing with expected increased energy consumption 
 

• Region has higher per capita energy use than rest of Ohio & U.S.  
 

• 86% of total energy generated is wasted – U.S. average. 
 

• Translated locally, this magnitude of waste impacts the regional 
economy by costing $1 - $2 billion.  

 

• Very little energy produced locally. 
 

• Significant ARRA investments but need for long-term capital for energy 
projects. 

 

• Federal and state policy and regulations will impact reliability and price 
of energy in the region.  

 



1. Regional Energy Planning Initiative 
 Shared vision among diverse & balanced views 
 Focus on emerging sectors 

 

2. Engage Region’s Job Development Effort 
 Leverage coordinated effort to prepare for emerging  

energy sector jobs  
 

3. Start a Regional Energy Assurance Effort 
 Local governments on front lines of emergency 

preparedness & response efforts 
 Include energy efficiency & distributed generation 
 

4. Embrace & Exploit Shale Gas Development 
 Important transitional energy source 
 Explore partnerships with regional groups in Eastern Ohio 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 



 

5. Leverage Regional Assets to Service  
Energy Development 
 Transportation Hub – rail, air, truck 
 Warehousing & final parts assembly  
 

6. Embrace the Economics of Green 
 Implement innovative financing models & project tools 

 Lending & Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
 Reduce “soft costs” – regulation & insurance 

 Utilize energy as a business development tool  
 

7. Build Availability of Regional Energy Data 
 Establish a data consortium  
 Expand energy benchmarking programs 

 

8. Advance & Insert Regional Policy Priorities 
 Certainty in marketplace is key for business investments 
 Anticipate impacts of Section 111(d) of Clean Air Act 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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