
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Monday, July 7, 2014 

5:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

5:30 p.m. 1. Welcome – David Paul, Chair 

 Introduction - Thea Walsh (Director, Transportation Systems & Funding) 

 

5:34 p.m. 2. Approval of June 2, 2014 Minutes (enclosed) 

 

5:35 p.m. 3. Monthly Progress Report (enclosed) – Thea Walsh/Nick Gill 

 COTA Update - Belinda Taylor 

 OPWC Infrastructure - Wilma Yoder 

 Economic Impact of Trails Study - Kerstin Carr 

 

5:55 p.m. 4. Informational Items: 

 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Status - Mike McCann, COTA 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Amendment - Maria Schaper 

 insight2050 - Kerstin Carr 

 

6:30 p.m. 5. Committee Business - Bernice Cage 

 

6:45 p.m. 6. Other Business 

 
PLEASE NOTIFY BRENDA NOÉ AT 614-233-4146 or bnoe@morpc.org   

TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR THIS MEETING OR 
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
The next CAC Meeting is 

Monday, September 8, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 

Note: Due to construction, a portion of the eastbound lane of Liberty Street is closed between 
South Front and Short streets; the westbound lane onto Short Street remains open.  The 
closure is March 31, 2014 through the end of the year. MORPC's parking lot is accessible via 
Front Street, Liberty Street, or Short Street.  Please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor space, 
in a space with an “M” on it, or in any yellow space.  Handicapped parking is available at the 
side and back of MORPC’s building. 

mailto:bnoe@morpc.org


CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

June 2, 2014 

Meeting Summary 

 

MORPC 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio  

5:30 p.m. 

 

Members 

William Allman    Pat Blayney   William Curlis 

Len Fisher    John Gideon   David Paul 

Carolyn Piper    Fred Rea   Ken Scott 

Ira Weiss 

 

Guests 

Stephanie Bosco, Columbus 2020 

Mike Bradley, COTA 

Catherine Girves, Yay Bikes! 

Jessica Matthews, Consider Biking 

Larry Robertson, Private Citizen 

Belinda Taylor, COTA 

John Vandersall, Columbus Chamber 

 

MORPC Staff 

Amelia Costanzo   Laura Koprowski  Dina Lopez 

Brenda Noé    Nancy Reger   Nathaniel Vogt 

 

1. Welcome.  Chair David Paul called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and welcomed guests.  

Paul said that MORPC is working on appointments and reappointments to the committee to 

be finalized by next month's meeting. 

 

2. Approval of April 28, 2014 Minutes.  Len Fisher moved and Pat Blayney seconded the 

approval of the April 28, 2014 Minutes.  The motion carried. 

 

3. Monthly Progress Report.  Nancy Reger reported that the SR 161 traffic study between SR 

315 and Sawmill Road is wrapping up, as is the RideSolutions' Rickenbacker project to help 

more people get to work in the Rickenbacker area.  Reger said that the Ohio Statewide 

Transit Needs Study has an on-line survey to complete at http://ohiotransitsurvey.com/.  She 

stated that MORPC is now accepting applications for attributable funding.  The applications 

are on-line at: http://apps.morpc.org/AttributableFunding.   

 

 Reger said that the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) for the Columbus 

area is in progress and that we will update members at future meetings.  Also, MORPC is 

working on insight2050, which is a collaboration with the Urban Land Institute and 

Columbus2020. 

 

 Information on Reger's report is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20140602MONTHLY.pdf 

 

 COTA Update.  Mike Bradley from COTA said that they have received very positive 

feedback on the CBus and that the ridership continues to grow.  He also discussed the 

new park and ride in New Albany.   

http://apps.morpc.org/AttributableFunding
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 TRAC Update.  Dina Lopez reported that three applications were submitted to TRAC from 

the MORPC area this year: I-70/I-71/SR 315 interchange; I-71S/I-270/Stringtown Road 

interchange; and I-270/I-70/Brice Road interchanges.  She also presented the TRAC 

timeline, noting that the TRAC will vote on the final list in the first quarter of 2015.  

Lopez's information is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20140602TRACPRESENTATION.pdf 

 

4. COTA Transit System Review Update.  Bradley updated the committee on this project.  His 

PowerPoint presentation is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20140602TRANSITSYSTEMREVIEW.pdf 

 

 John Gideon asked why the consultants did not recommend increased coverage.  Bradley 

explained that they did recommend increased coverage on some routes. 

 

5. Proposed Resolution T-8-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2012-2015 

Transportation Improvement Program."  Nathaniel Vogt explained how TIP amendments are 

done.  This information is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20140604TIPAMENDMENT.pdf  Vogt then gave 

an overview of the projects on this resolution: 

 Two Safe Routes to School projects that increase in construction funding. 

 ODOT District 5 has asked for a project modification for signal upgrades - adding funds to 

the preliminary engineering and right-of-way phases. 

 SR 3 south of Westerville - has about a $1.8 million commitment of transportation 

enhancement funds that are attributable to MORPC.  ODOT is sponsoring this project to 

add sidewalks along that part of the corridor.  ODOT anticipates needing some additional 

funding for the construction phase - additional $330,000.   

 Other ODOT projects: 

o Increase funding of right-of-way phase for Project 6A of the I-70/I-71 split project 

o Deck overlay on US 23 @ I-270 on the south outerbelt 

o City of Pataskala applied for and received a commitment of funds from ODOT 

through its municipal bridge program.  This would replace the Columbia Road 

Bridge application.  There are no plans to change the bridge deck as it is replaced 

(no bicycle or pedestrian facilities). 

 

Gideon asked if the Pataskala project is subject to MORPC's Complete Streets policy.  Vogt 

replied that we did not look at that project specifically because the funds are not attributable 

to MORPC; however, the policy requires some sort of accommodation for non-motorized 

users in that context.  Vogt could not say for sure.  He thought there should be at least some 

additional shoulder width if he project were using MORPC funds.  Gideon also asked if the 

highway bridge program used state or federal funds, and Vogt said that it uses federal funds. 

 

Fisher asked if there were any thought to making multi-use trails instead of sidewalks for the 

Westerville project.  Vogt said the safety project includes on-street bicycle lanes, with 

sidewalks on both sides in the second phase.  Fisher said that a blacktopped multi-use path 

could prove less costly and that it is good for all non-motorized users.  Vogt said he would 

find out how this determination was made. 

 

 Ira Weiss moved to approve Resolution T-9-14, and Blayney seconded.  The motion carried 

with one "nay" vote. 

 

6. Committee Business.  Paul said that since Bernice Cage was out of town, there would be no 

further committee business. 
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7. Active Transportation Plan.  Amelia Costanzo gave a PowerPoint presentation on this plan, 

and it is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014ACTIVE%20TRANSPORTATIONPLAN.pdf   

 

 In reference to a slide reviewing next steps associated with the plan, Gideon asked what 

Costanzo meant by "solidifying the bicycle and transit network."  She said that we have 

existing data from communities and are working on sidewalk inventories.  We are 

partnering with transit agencies and reaching out to all communities in the planning area to 

be sure we have the most recent plans and the most updated information in our GIS files.  

Gideon asked why we are not identifying pedestrian paths.  Costanzo explained that we are 

working with ODOT and Columbus  to create a sidewalk inventory for that information. 

 

8. Other Business.  Weiss stated that ODOT, ODNR and TourismOhio launched the brochure, 

"Discover Ohio by Bike."  It can be ordered at 

https://www.facebook.com/DiscoverOhio/app_212097992149339.  Bill Allman said he 

heard that this summer is going to be the hottest on record.  He wanted to know it MORPC 

effectively alerted the public by e-mail about danger days.  Koprowski said we would 

contact the appropriate team member for further information.  Weiss moved to adjourn, 

and Fisher seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 

 

 

Bernice Cage 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 
MORPC Monthly Transportation Systems & Funding Report 

 

May 2014 

 
Transportation  

Nick Gill - ngill@morpc.org 

 

 Highways and Planning 

An SR 161 Traffic Study Committee meeting was held on Monday, June 16 at MORPC.  

During this meeting, MORPC presented the results of the traffic study, which included 

forecasting traffic conditions for several future transportation infrastructure alternatives.  A 

draft technical memorandum was distributed. 
 

In response to a request from the City of Columbus, MORPC is preparing a scope of services 

to perform land use review and modeling tasks as part of the City's Multimodal 

Transportation Plan. 
 

After close coordination with member communities, MORPC submitted proposed revisions to 

the Federal-aid Functional Classification System to ODOT for review. 

 

Staff participated in an ODOT's Asset Management Leadership Team meeting for the 

development of ODOT's Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP) as required by MAP-

21.  The TAMP will assist ODOT, MPOs, legislators and locals to understand how much money 

is spent on maintaining the transportation system. 

 

MORPC staff continues to work with TMACOG and others in the planning for the 2014 Ohio 

Conference on Freight.  MORPC has been asked to participate in a session on workforce 

challenges.  MORPC team members will be organizing a 30-minute session about mobility 

challenges in the Rickenbacker area and the steps MORPC is taking to facilitate mobility in 

this and other employment areas. 

 

 Transit/Human Services 

Participation continued in COTA's Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and Transit 

System Review Study meetings. Research was completed on the FTA competitive Ladders of 

Opportunity funding opportunities (remaining SAFETEA-LU Section 5307 funding) for COTA, 

DATABus and Lancaster Public Transit System. 

 

 RideSolutions 

RideSolutions (RS) team members are starting a summer series of follow-up meetings with 

employers and organizations that attended the Greener Workplace Roundtable luncheon in 

May.  The focus of the follow-up meetings will be used to guide and assist the attendees in 

moving forward in the implementation of alternative transportation strategies.   

 

RS staff attended the Elder Mobility Summit on June 18th.  The summit speakers addressed 

the transportation issues that are and will continue to face our aging population.  Those of us 
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who attended the summit had an opportunity to discuss and share our organizational best 

practices.  RS will be involved in brainstorming with other agencies to increase awareness 

about the services that are available to the elderly populations. 

 

RS is partnering with ODOT, the City of Dublin and key stakeholders who will help RS team 

members educate and connect commuters with ridesharing options.  The purpose of the 

partnership will focus on combining outreach efforts that will help alleviate congestion 

problems during and after the I-270/US 33 interchange construction project.  RS will lead 

the efforts in working with Dublin and surrounding area employers. 

 

 Infrastructure Funding 

 

TIP 

Updated applications for projects with previous MORPC-attributable funding commitments 

were due on June 4th. These updates have been reviewed and follow up has been ongoing 

as needed for additional information or clarification. The initial applications for new projects 

were due on June 16th. MORPC received 36 applications requesting $143 million (in 2014 

dollars) of MORPC funds. Between $40 and $50 million is expected to be available pending 

decisions on requests for changes to previous commitments. The Attributable Funds 

Committee will begin their review of the updates and new projects during their July 9th 

meeting. 

 

OPWC 

The Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC) met on June 4th to finalize evaluation 

criteria and policies for Round 9 of the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund program.  Franklin 

County will receive approximately $3.2 million in funding for Round 9.  Preliminary screeners 

will be due on December 30, 2014, and the final applications will be due on March 20, 

2015.  Awards will be announced on April 21, 2015. 

 

TRAC 

Applications for the following projects were submitted to TRAC in May: 

o Columbus Crossroads Phase 4A: I-70/71/SR-315 Interchange Improvements 

o Columbus Crossroads Phase 6B: SR-315 Interchange Improvements 

o Far East Freeway Phase 2 & 3: I-70/I-270/Brice Road Interchange Improvements 

o I-270 Widening  & Interstate Modification Phase 3: South Outerbelt 

 

Project information sheets for each are being prepared and will be posted on the MORPC 

website to start the process for gaining feedback on the projects for the MORPC ranking 

which will occur in the fall. 

 

MORPC Regional Data and Mapping Department 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

 Collaboration and Joint Projects 

MORPC staff has been meeting with communities to upgrade the LBRS.  Columbus, Franklin 

County, Westerville and Gahanna have all been working with MORPC to get their files up and 

running. 

 

MORPC staff met with the Delaware County Auditor and his GIS staff to clarify how their data 

are used and displayed by MORPC.  Preliminary discussions have been started to connect 

the Franklin County Auditor GIS section with the Delaware County Auditor GIS section to 

preempt data conflict and promote data compatibility between the two systems. 
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Data and Mapping Staff met with the Franklin County Development office to discuss potential 

partnering on a new project that entails a chronological slide show of aerial photography.  If 

successful, users will be able use their computers to zoom to specific areas and visualize 

changes in development using photography from the 1950s through 2010.  The project is 

dependent upon a grant from the National Historical Publications and Records Commission 

and acquiring 50 percent match in non-federal funds. 

 

 Data & Mapping Involvement in Projects and Programs 

insight2050 

The land use allocation model MORPC uses to distribute population and employment into 

small geographies for transportation planning was revised to accommodate generation of 

data for the year 2050.  The results are being used as base information for one of the 

scenarios the insight2050 consultants are testing. 

 

2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

A new interactive map was released to local planning offices.  This map includes parcels 

coded to potential land uses based on community land use plans.  The codes represent 

standardized land use types that are used in the population and employment allocation 

model.  The map can be edited on line.  The due date for editing is July 31st. 

 

 Support for Members and the Community at Large 

Requests for information prepared in June included: 

o Preparation of population summaries around various Central Ohio areas for a real estate 

firm that is investigating entry into the Columbus multi-family market 

o Discussions with a consultant working with COTA to provide census data 

o Discussions with Westerville to provide residential data 

o Updated projected land use data in the East Franklinton area to support a traffic study in 

the vicinity of SR 315, and Town and Rich streets. 

 

MORPC Planning and Environment Department 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 

 

 Active Transportation Planning 

Team members convened their second Active Transportation Plan working group meeting to 

discuss and receive input on the methodology for analyzing the street network.  Over 20 

working group members were in attendance. 

 

Team members participated in the Columbus Bicentennial Bikeways Plan Technical Advisory 

Group meeting on June 3rd.  Several topics were covered including: final 2014 Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Count program; "Share the Road” wrap report template; Market Survey Results 

regarding people's use of different modes of transportation in Columbus; 2014 Safe Streets 

Ordinance; and Draft Bikeway Program Evaluation Methodology Report. 

 

Staff attended the Central Ohio Planning and Zoning Workshop on June 6th to learn more 

about what communities are doing in terms of parking, zoning, and land use planning. 

 

 Safety Planning 

Staff attended the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) quarterly meeting at ODOT.  This is a 

statewide plan that guides the use of federal and state transportation safety funding for the 

Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP).  The primary topic of conversation was the 

mailto:kcarr@morpc.org
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upcoming Executive Summit on July 14th.  Current OARC chair Steve Poggiali has been 

invited. 

 

Staff attended the Franklin County Safe Communities General Body Coalition.  The Safe 

Communities program is the larger umbrella covering activities of local partners that include 

transportation safety, as well as other programs related to safety.  At the meeting, a group 

called Impact Teen Drivers shared some resources that may be of interest to our members.  

 

Staff presented to MORPC's Commission and Transportation Policy Committee on the 

Regional Systematic Safety Improvement Pilot Project.  ODOT’s consultant is halfway through 

is signal site evaluation to determine the feasibility of installing LED signals with reflective 

backplates.  Ordering forms for the signage related to the other Phase One treatments will be 

available in July. 

 

Staff attended the monthly Fatality Review Board meeting at Columbus Public Health.  The 

agenda included seven fatal crashes.  Representatives from public health, medical, law 

enforcement, engineering, and planning reviewed the crashes to identify trends and areas to 

improve enforcement, education, engineering, and emergency response. 

 

Staff testified at Columbus Council's hearing in support of the proposed Safe Streets 

Ordinance which would, among other provisions, require motorists and commercial vehicle 

drivers to pass bicyclists at a 3-foot distance, 6-foot respectively.  

 

 Greenways Program 

The Economic Impact of Trails study is progressing well.  Nearly 50 percent of all trail 

segment counts are already completed.  The comprehensive count effort is expected to be 

done later this summer.  The consultants have also created a final draft of both the intercept 

and online surveys of trail users.  Both drafts are currently reviewed by the steering 

committee.  Surveys are expected to start within the next month. 

 

The next steering committee meeting for the Economic Impact of Trails Study is scheduled 

for July 28, 2014. 

 

Riverfest on Tour! kicked off successfully this month with a canoe float along the Olentangy 

River on Saturday, June 14th.  Almost 50 people paddled either in a canoe or kayak.  

Education was provided by Friends of the Lower Olentangy and MORPC.  The Columbus 

Dispatch ran an article on Sunday about the canoe float.  A canoe float was scheduled for 

the Scioto River on Saturday, June 21st, but had to be cancelled due to high water levels.  

Registrants were encouraged to register for the paddle and pedal taking place on Saturday, 

July 19th, along the Alum Creek River and Alum Creek Trail.  

 

A Central Ohio Greenways & Trails Forum was held on Monday, June 23rd at MORPC.  Over 

30 people were in attendance.  Presentations were given by ODOT and the City of Columbus 

on bicycle and pedestrian issues.  The group was also updated on the vision and goals and 

the Economic Impact of Trails Study.  Participants were able to tour the Scioto Audubon park 

afterwards. 

 

Staff attended the Ohio Stormwater Conference in Akron on June 5th and 6th.  The 

conference provided updates on environmental issues, new technologies, regulatory 

information and pollution prevention. 

 

 Regional Education Forums 

The May Regional Education Forum took place on Wednesday, May 28, 2014.  The forum 

focused on grants, funding, and grant writing.  Over 40 people attended the forum.  
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The June Regional Forum centered on Safe Routes to School funding and project updates as 

well as best practices sharing.  About 10 people were in attendance. 

The July Regional Forum is scheduled for Wednesday, July 30th, and the focus will be land 

use, zoning, and water quality planning.  

 insight2050 

The steering committee met via web/phone conference on Wednesday, June 16th.  The 

consultants discussed different growth scenarios and how they were developed and provided 

more information on the three place types that are evaluated by their RapidFire model.  The 

next steering committee meeting will be held on July 16th, where members will be asked to 

review and react to the initial draft output metrics of the various growth scenarios. 

 

 Sustaining Scioto 

The Sustaining Scioto Steering Committee met on June 17th to review the results of USGS’ 

modeling efforts that were rerun to correct mistakes.  The Steering Committee also prepared 

the agenda for the June 19th Sustaining Scioto Stakeholder Advisory Committee’s meeting.  

Brown and Caldwell presented the modeling results to the Stakeholder Advisory Committee.  

They also led the group in an exercise to prioritize potential risks of different projections for 

climate change. 

 

 Regional Food Council 

MORPC received a grant from Lima-Allen County to assist them with developing a local food 

assessment and plan, similar to MORPC's 2010 plan.  Team Members have been organizing 

and facilitating working group meetings to gather the necessary information to feed into the 

plan. 

 

Team members continued to work with the Community Economic Development Corporation 

of Ohio (CEDCO) to provide advice on how to ensure that the Food District remains regional in 

focus.  CEDCO is planning a July 2nd Food District “brain trust” retreat on priorities and real 

estate. 

 

Staff attended the Real Food Real Local conference near Athens to moderate a panel of 

meat-processing needs.  

 


