
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Monday, September 8, 2014 

5:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

 A Moment of Silence to Honor the Memory of Dr. Bill Inglis, former CAC 

 Member & Chair 

 

5:30 p.m. 1. Welcome – David Paul, Chair 

 

5:32 p.m. 2. Appointment of Nominating Committee - David Paul 

 

5:37 p.m. 3. Approval of July 7, 2014 Minutes (enclosed) 

 

5:40 p.m. 4. Monthly Progress Report (enclosed) – Thea Walsh 

 COTA Update - Belinda Taylor 

 Attributable Funds Update 

 

5:50 p.m. 5. Proposed Resolutions: 

 T-10-14: "Amending MORPC's 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan to Include Two Projects" (enclosed) - Maria Schaper 

 T-11-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program" (enclosed) - Nick Gill 

 T-12-14: "MORPC’s Support of the Central Ohio Transit Authority’s 

Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit Proposal to FTA for § 5309 New 

Starts Funding" (enclosed) - Mary Ann M. Frantz 

 T-13-14: "Accepting the PWP Completion Report for State Fiscal Year 

2014" (enclosed) - Thea Walsh 

 T-14-14: "Establishing Priorities for Applications Submitted to the Ohio 

Statewide Urban CMAQ Committee" (enclosed) - Nick Gill 

 

6:10 p.m. 6. Informational Items: 

 High Crash List - Andy Taylor 

 insight2050 - Andy Taylor 
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6:55 p.m. 7. Committee Business - Bernice Cage 

 

7:00 p.m. 8. Other Business 

 
PLEASE NOTIFY BRENDA NOÉ AT 614-233-4146 or bnoe@morpc.org   

TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR THIS MEETING OR 
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 

 
The next CAC Meeting is 

Monday, September 29, 2014 @ 5:30 p.m. 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
Note: A portion of the eastbound lane of Liberty Street is closed through the 
end of 2014.   
 
MORPC's parking lot is accessible via Front Street, Liberty Street, or Short 
Street.  Please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor space or in a space 
marked with an “M”.  Handicapped parking is available at the side of 
MORPC’s building.  MORPC is accessible by C-Bus. 

 

mailto:bnoe@morpc.org


COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

July 7, 2014 

Meeting Summary 

 

MORPC 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio  

5:30 p.m. 

 

Members 

Pat Blayney    Stephanie Bosco   Mary Cunnyngham 

William Curlis    Pauline Edwards   Len Fisher 

Catherine Girves   David Paul    J.M. Rayburn 

Fred Rea    Larry Robertson   Ken Scott 

John Vandersall   Ira Weiss 

 

Guests 

Elliott Doza, COTA 

Matt Selhorst, HDR 

Belinda Taylor, COTA 

 

MORPC Staff 

Bernice Cage    Kerstin Carr    Mary Ann Frantz 

Nick Gill    Laura Koprowski   William Murdock 

Brenda Noé    Maria Schaper    Thea Walsh 

Wilma Yoder 

 

1. Welcome.  Chair David Paul called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. and welcomed guests.  

William Murdock welcomed the new members and the reappointed members.  He pointed 

out that the members who were reappointed were reappointed only through the end of 

2014.  Those members then may request to be reappointed for another term. 

 

 Murdock then introduced the new Transportation Systems & Funding director, Thea Walsh.  

Walsh spoke about her prior experience. 

 

2. Approval of June 2, 2014 Minutes.  Bill Curlis moved and Pat Blayney seconded the approval 

of the June 2, 2014 Minutes.  The motion carried. 

 

3. Monthly Progress Report.  Nick Gill reported that the Highway Trust Fund will be out of money 

by the end of August.  Although Congress has debated several short-term and long-term fixes, 

nothing significant has occurred.  The U.S. Department of Transportation has begun to 

disseminate information to the states about how payments and reimbursements will be 

delayed if no resolution passes by August 1 to address the problem.   

 

 Gill also reported that MAP-21 expires at the end of September.  Congress is also working on 

a long-term fix for this legislation.   

 

 Gill spoke about the new City of Columbus ordinance that was passed regarding bike safety 

rules, specifically that vehicles must allow 3 feet to pass bicycles, and heavy trucks will need 

to allow 6 feet.  Some of MORPC's team members attended an elderly driving workshop last 

month.  More about this issue will be presented at the September meeting.  September is 

National Safety Month.   
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 Gill called attention to the handouts: Ohio Conference on Freight flyer; CAC roster; and new 

bike map. 

 

 Gill also updated the committee on the status of the MORPC-attributable funds process.  

Applications for updates and new projects were due in June.  We received 35 new project 

requests for about $143 million.  The Attributable Funds Committee will meet on Wednesday 

to begin the process of prioritizing the applications.  Only about $40 - $50 million will be 

available for new projects.  Gill said he will update the committee with further information. 

 

 COTA Update.  Belinda Taylor reported that one can actually register one's bike in 

Columbus.  COTA has partnered with The Ohio State University and the City of Columbus 

for the bike registration process.  There is no cost to do this, and it can be done on-line.  

This is helpful if one has lost one's bicycle.   

 

Taylor said that COTA is having an annual luncheon this year, and it is August 27th at the 

Hyatt Regency.  The cost is $75.   

 

 Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) Infrastructure.  Wilma Yoder said that she works 

with two state-funded programs through the Ohio Public Works Commission.  The first 

one is the State Capital Improvement Program (SCIP) and the Local Transportation 

Improvement Program (LTIP).  She explained that these programs provide funding for 

infrastructure like roads and bridges, storm sewers, water lines, and sanitary sewers.  

This funding comes from the sale of bonds and from the one-cent gasoline tax.   

 

In December 2013 the Public Works Integrating Committee (PWIC) announced the slate 

of Round 28 SCIP- and LTIP-funded projects.  During the last few months, Yoder worked 

with communities to close out older projects, and through this effort, an additional $7.2 

million is now available to fund additional projects.  This year we were able to fund a total 

of $37 million for 14 to projects in Central Ohio.   

 

Yoder said that any communities interested in infrastructure funding should contact her.  

Applications are due on September 15th.  A preliminary ranking will be presented take 

place at the December 5th meeting, and final recommendations of the committee will be 

made on December 12th.   

 

 Economic Impact of Trails Study.  Kerstin Carr said that Amanda McEldowney is the 

project manager for this study, and she will give a presentation in September.  Carr 

reported that the survey effort will begin this month.  The study kicked off at the 

beginning of the year and is an 18-month study.  It should be completed by next summer.  

MORPC hired the University of Minnesota as the primary consultant.   

 

The study will do three main things: 

o A comprehensive trail count of all major trails in Central Ohio 

o Consultants are doing a property value analysis to figure out how much value 

trails add to nearby properties 

o Conduct surveys to gain a better understanding of who is using the trails, why 

they are using them, and how they are using them. 

 

Beginning the week of July 21st for six weeks an intern will be on all 10 trails throughout 

the period doing intercept surveys for two - three hours at a time.  A larger, on-line survey 

will also be conducted to reach a larger group of people. 
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 RideSolutions Video Spots.  Gill presented the three video spots that will be used to 

advertise RideSolutions on various Time Warner channels. 

  

 Paul said that Warren King, who is a CAC representative on the Attributable Funds 

Committee (AFC), was not able to attend the meeting on July 9th, and he asked if someone 

would volunteer to attend on his behalf.  Ira Weiss volunteered.  Gill said that the AFC is 

specifically purposed with helping staff go through the process of determining the policies for 

allocating and managing the federal transportation dollars that we allocate as an MPO to our 

local government projects.  We are beginning our evaluation of the projects submitted for 

funding.   

 

 Len Fisher felt that the OPWC projects seem similar to those funded by MORPC.  He asked 

what the relationship is.  Gill said that the OPWC is funded by bonds and by the one-cent 

gasoline tax.  OPWC divides the state into 19 districts, and each district has an integrating 

committee that makes the decision on how to allocate funds.  Each district's funding is 

based on population for that area.  District 3 is Franklin County, and MORPC serves as staff 

to that district to help them through the funding process.  Other parts of our MPO - Delaware, 

Licking and Fairfield counties - are in District 17, and the Licking County Regional Planning 

Commission staffs that district.   

 

4. Informational Items.   

 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Status.  Matt Selhorst, HDR, consultant for COTA's BRT 

project, updated the committee with the progress on this project.  His PowerPoint 

presentation is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/pdf/2014ClevelandAveBRTCAC0707.pdf.  His presentation 

included a summary of the progress so far and where the project is headed.   

 

Fred Rea asked if there would be any change to the fare collection system for the 

BRT.  Selhorst said that there would not be any change.  Rea also asked if the real-

time system will cover the Route 1 buses as well as the BRTs.  Selhorst said that it 

will only cover the BRTs. 

 

Weiss said that in Cleveland the raised platforms serve not only the disabled using 

wheelchairs but also roll-on-roll-off with bicycles.  That way there is no delay with 

storage at the front of the bus.  Weiss asked if there will still be provisions to have 

bicycles on the bus and if COTA would reconsider the raised platforms to better serve 

bicyclists.  Taylor said that putting bikes on the bus is discretionary based upon bus 

capacity.  There will be bike racks on the front of the bus. 

 

Mary Cunnyngham asked about how the signaling on Cleveland Avenue will affect 

pedestrian crossings.  Selhorst said that the signals may cycle more slowly or more 

quickly.  It depends on the timing of the bus.  The busses will be able to "talk" to the 

signals, depending upon whether or not the bus is ahead of time or behind time.  

Once the bus goes through, the signal will recycle back to its original setting.   

 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Amendment.  Maria Schaper presented information 

on the status of this amendment.  Her PowerPoint presentation is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/pdf/2014MTPAmendmentCAC0707.pdf.  The amendment 

resolution will come before the committee at the September CAC meeting. 

 



Citizen Advisory Committee Meeting Summary 

July 7, 2014 

Page 4 

 

 4 

 insight2050.  Kerstin Carr will present this at the September CAC meeting.  She 

suggested that members visit MORPC's website (morpc.org/insight2050) to bring 

themselves up-to-date about this project prior to that time.   

 

5. Committee Business.  Paul said he wanted to get the consensus of the committee as to what 

type of orientation and training they feel would be valuable.  Bernice Cage said that any 

training would be scheduled one-half hour before the beginning of the CAC meetings.  Cage 

said that if members felt that they should represent any area other than what she decided to 

please let her know.   

 

6. Other Business.  Larry Robertson commented that the WOSU program that aired on Sunday 

morning with Carr was very good.  Ken Scott said there was an Internet news item today 

about "Coal Blowers."  Some diesel truck drivers are intentionally producing large amounts 

of diesel exhaust, spewing black smoke into the air as a form of political protest against 

environmentally friendly vehicles.   

  

 Catherine Girves announced that "Bike the CBus" will be on Labor Day weekend.  She 

distributed information about this event. 

 

 Weiss moved to adjourn, and Rea seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

 

 

Bernice Cage 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 



 
MORPC Monthly Transportation Systems & Funding Report 

 

July/August 2014 

 
Transportation  

Thea Walsh - twalsh@morpc.org 

 

 Highways and Planning 

To support the Central Ohio Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) committee, the Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) held a workshop on August 5th to begin the update of the 

Regional (ITS) Architecture.  FHWA presented information on the importance of and basic 

requirements of the regional architecture.  Workshop participants began an assessment of 

the current Central Ohio regional architecture.  The ITS committee will continue discussion of 

the update during its October meeting. 

 

 Freight 

MORPC staff continued to work with TMACOG and others in the planning for the 2014 Ohio 

Conference on Freight.  One 30-minute session in which MORPC is participating will be on 

workforce challenges.  The focus will be on the challenges in the Rickenbacker area and the 

steps MORPC is taking to facilitate mobility in this and other employment areas. 

 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

The information for the amendment to the 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan was 

completed and posted on the website for review and comment.  No comments were 

received, and the resolution to amend the MTP is being presented to CAC, TAC, and 

Transportation Policy committees in September. 

 

 Transit/Human Services 

Work continued in support of the JET Task Force Transportation Working Group.  Key 

activities over the summer included profiles of similar airports across the country and the 

working group being presented different perspectives on linking the airport to the 

downtown via transit, including rail transit. 

 
A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed in August by MORPC and the cities of 

Columbus and Marysville, along with other cities in Ohio and Indiana along the route of a 

possible Columbus-to-Chicago high-speed passenger rail corridor.  The MOA formalizes 

already significant collaboration across states to diligently review this transportation corridor. 

 

 RideSolutions  

The RideSolutions team met with key staff from several agencies in and around Greene 

County.  Representatives include: Greene County Mobility Manager, Ohio Means Jobs, and 

Jobs and Family Services (JFS) staff.  The majority of the meeting focused on removing the 

transportation barrier and connecting individuals to affordable and reliable vanpooling 

services.  A pilot project using the RideSolutions vanpool shuttle model is being developed. 
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RideSolutions is assisting the Licking County Transit Board as it begins its service reductions.  

RideSolutions' purpose is to connect/re-connect Newark commuters to RideSolutions' 

carpooling, vanpooling and GRH services.  RideSolutions team members are working with 

LCTB to increase marketing and outreach efforts.  

The Columbus Metro school will begin offering the RideSolutions’ Schoolpool program this 

fall.  The Metro school will use the services as a way to help the parents connect with other 

parents in getting their children to and from school via carpooling, walking and biking 

together.   

 

 Infrastructure Funding 

MORPC-Attributable Funding 

Thirty-three final applications for new funding were received on August 16th.  Work has 

begun on reviewing and evaluating the funding requests.  

 

OPWC 

Due to closing out older projects District 3 was able to award $7.2 million in SCIP and LTIP 

grants and loans to four additional projects in Round 28 (program year 2014). 

 

1) City of Columbus - Morse Road Preserve TIF improvement 

2) City of Columbus - Smoky Row Roadway Improvements  

3) Franklin County Engineer - Hayden Run Boulevard  

4) Grove City - Orders Road Reconstruction and Trail Improvements 

 

SCIP/LTIP applications for Round 29 for District 3 (Franklin County) will be due on September 

15, 2014.  The application information is available on the website. 

 

TRAC 

Information sheets for the four TRAC projects submitted this year were prepared and posted 

on the MORPC website.  Input on the four projects is currently being solicited to be used in 

the priority ranking that will go before CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committee during 

the October meetings. 

 

Data and Mapping 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

 Collaboration and Joint Projects 

Consultants continue their work on digitizing sidewalks in the MORPC MPO study area.  They 

are focusing first on Columbus as the city needs data for its city Safewalks to School Plan.  

The project is expected to be completed by late 2014. 

 

MORPC met with the Franklin County Development Department to discuss potential 

partnering on creating an interactive map of aerial photos. 

 

Collaboration continues with ODOT, Franklin County, OSUS and Woolpert Engineering firm 

toward submitting an application to the National Historical Publications and Records 

Commission to develop a website that includes historical aerials.  

 

MORPC hosted the August Central Ohio GIS Users Group.  Approximately 35 GIS technicians 

attended.  In addition to general sharing of projects, a presentation from ESRI (the GIS 

software vendor that most people use) provided insight into a tool it has developed for open 

data and data sharing.  This is in line with the Regional Data Site concept that MORPC is 

pursuing and will be explored in more detail.  
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 Data & Mapping Involvement in Projects and Programs 

Comments are coming in from communities that are editing future land use files associated 

with the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  This map includes parcels coded to 

potential land uses based on community land use plans.  The codes represent standardized 

land use types that are used in the population and employment allocation model.  The map 

can be edited on-line.  The due date for editing is July 31st. 

 

The Data & Mapping Team is scheduling internal focus group meetings with MORPC team 

members to discuss what data needs they have and what tools they would like to have at 

their disposal.  This is a preliminary step to forming a data task force to start discussions 

about a regional data site. 

 

Internal focus group meetings were held with MORPC staff and officers to discuss data needs 

and what tools they would like to have at their disposal.  This is a preliminary step to forming 

a data task force to start discussions about a regional data site. 

 

A big thank you to all of the communities who reviewed and edited the on-line future land use 

map.  We received comments from over 20 communities, and we are now in the process of 

integrating those comments into the master map.  This is another step toward preparing the 

future land use scenario that will support the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 

 

Many of the on-line maps have been moved to a new platform, making them compatible with 

tablets and mobile devices.  Some of the maps, the points of interest and the land use data 

for example, include tools that would be lost in the transfer.  We are waiting to move those 

until similar tools can be developed in the new system. 

 

 Support for Members and the Community at Large 

MORPC met with Prairie Township to discuss the potential for GIS services.  A high-level 

process plan was drafted outlining steps toward identifying need and implementation 

strategies.  

 

Information is being provided to consultants working on COTA’s application for funding for 

the Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit.  Specific information about affordable housing, 

population, employment and housing counts was transmitted.  Demographic information was 

also shared with COTA for other federal reporting requirements. 

 

Existing and future land use data were shared with consultants working on the Columbus 

Parks and Recreation Plan. 

 

Information about demographic forecasts and housing with financial assistance programs 

was developed and provided to COTA for its New Starts Application for the Cleveland Avenue 

Bus Rapid Transit.  As a benefit, MORPC now has a comprehensive map of housing units that 

have some sort of housing assistance program associated with them.  This will be a useful 

dataset for the Columbus Housing Authority and MORPC’s own housing and weatherization 

programs. 

 

Maps and supporting documentation were prepared for Columbus2020 for the 2014 

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Report (CEDS).  This report is required to 

gain formal designation as an Economic Development District, which would make the region 

eligible to receive funds from the US Economic Development Administration. 

 

The Data and Mapping team members responded to approximately 20 general requests for 

maps, population statistics, or marketing information for developers during the month of 
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August.  Examples include statistics for SWACO, Mayor Coleman’s office, and a hotel 

developer looking at a site on the west side of Columbus. 

 

MORPC Planning and Environment Department 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 

 

 Active Transportation Planning 

Staff gave an informational presentation on the Active Transportation Plan to the Fairfield 

County Regional Planning Commission on July 1st, per Holly Mattei’s request.  The FCRPC did 

not have any questions.   

 

Staff will facilitate a meeting of the Active Transportation Plan Technical Committee on the 

13th of August.  The Committee will review the 3 results of the first step of the network 

analysis and will discuss metrics for the second step, which will consider existing and future 

land use and access to/from points of interest. 

  

 Safety Planning 

Team members attended the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Executive Summit.  Staff 

also attended quarterly meetings about the SHSP on behalf of OARC.  The chair of OARC was 

also in attendance, as well as the executives from several state and federal agencies.  

Several team members attended the ODOT Planning Conference. 

 

Safe Routes to School staff attended the City of Columbus Large School District Travel Plan 

Meeting.  Worked on developing ideas for Encouragement and worked with team members 

on SRTS PACT presentation. 

 

Team members met with Columbus, COTA, MKSK, YayBikes and ODOT to discuss a 

collaborative bike and pedestrian safety initiative on 7/21.  Team members also attended 

the TRCC meeting as well as the Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety Task Force.  Team 

members attended the Traffic Skills 101 bicycle training on August 8th.  The training involved 

4 hours of on-road instruction of general bicycling skills related to safety, agility, and being a 

mindful user of a roadway.  This fulfills one of a few requirements for Amelia Costanzo's 

League of American Bicyclists Certified Training.  Costanzo attended a meeting organized by 

Columbus to prepare for League of American Bicyclist’s Steve Clark’s visit to Columbus, 

which he is making to review the City’s Bicycle-Friendly Community designation.  Costanzo is 

part of this meeting because of her enrollment in the League of American Bicyclists Certified 

Instructor Training Course.  The day’s events included a meeting with Mr. Clark and Mayor 

Coleman, a 9-mile bike ride showcasing Columbus’ bike amenities, and a lunch where Mr. 

Clark reflected on the meeting with the mayor and the bike ride and provided his comments. 

 

On 8/29, team members participated in Columbus’ Bike-Friendly Community site visit.  A 

representative from the League of American Bicyclists joined team members and 

representatives of Columbus, and bike planning and advocacy groups for a conversation 

about Columbus’ Bronze-Level Bicycle-Friendly Community designation, an on-bike show-and-

tell of what Columbus is doing well and what it needs to do to improve in the bicycle facilities 

realm, and a debriefing.  Columbus hopes to earn a Silver-level designation, but the League 

of American Bicyclists representative reported on the scoring criteria, and it doesn’t look 

hopeful for Columbus at this time.  (The League representative went to Delaware later in the 

day to conduct a site visit.) 

 

 Greenways Program 

The Economic Impact of Trails study is progressing well.  Nearly 50 percent of all trail 

segment counts are already completed.  The comprehensive count effort is expected to be 

mailto:kcarr@morpc.org
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done in later summer.  The consultants have also created a final draft of both the intercept 

and online surveys of trail users.  Both drafts are currently being reviewed by the steering 

committee.  Team members were out conducting manual counts on the Scioto Mile as part of 

the Economic Impact of Trails Study (EITS).  Worked with consultant on final survey logistics 

(expecting to hear from him soon on start date).  Links to items were provided to upload on 

the Economic Impact of Trails webpage.  Worked with consultant on logistics for intercept 

surveys.  Press release about surveys was published;, touched-base with consultant on 

surveys, and prepped for Steering Committee meeting.  Updates were provided on property 

analysis and surveys.  Consultant will continue to promote surveys.  Counters were taken to 

Gahanna and showed them how to install.  Over 90% of trail counts are complete.  Now 

working with consultant and team on access points for property value analysis.  Consultant 

will finish up intercept surveys next week and one more push for online surveys.  

 

For the Central Ohio Greenways & Trails Forum team members compiled information 

provided by the group on the Vision and Goals for 2014-2015.  Working with group on 

December COG forum.  Compiled additional information to share with group about 2014-

2015 Vision and Goals, plus information about potential State Conference to discuss with 

group members.  Met with group members about next steps for COG and a new direction.  

We will need to discuss this at our next bi-weekly meeting. 

 

 Regional Education Forums 

Staff worked together to plan a Farm Tour for August 26th.  Invitation went out to 16, not 

counting staff.  Almost 35 RSVPs for July Forum. 

 

 insight2050 

Consultants from Calthorpe Associates will be present to lead the insight2050 Steering 

Committee Meeting.  The following day, they will also present at a Mayor’s Breakfast and the 

Commission meeting.  They will be sharing preliminary results and assumptions behind the 

RapidFire model that helps project the impact of different development scenarios.  Team 

members and consultant (Fahlgren Mortine) were led through a preview of the presentation 

for the upcoming steering committee meeting for insight2050 via web conference with staff 

at Calthorpe Associates.  With input from staff and other project stakeholders, team 

members placed the insight2050 FAQ (Frequently Asked Questions) online.  The project 

team plans to add and modify items on this page as the project continues and more 

questions emerge. 

 

Team members presented insight2050 to COTA’s Accessible Transportation Advisory 

Committee (ATAC).  This is a part of the larger communications strategy that has included 

presentations to various community and professional groups.  Team members and other 

representatives from MORPC, Columbus2020, ULI Columbus, and Fahlgren Mortine working 

on communications for insight2050 met to refine key messages for different stakeholder 

groups.  This includes elected officials, developers, business interests, the general public, 

and government staff/planners.  Members of the insight2050 executive committee met with 

team members to discuss the kind of principles emerging from insight2050 that can be 

incorporated into a Commission resolution, allowing lessons from the project to inform the 

current cycle of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  While the work of insight2050 may 

move into future phases, lessons from the current phase can help with the land use 

allocation model and consequent travel demand forecasting that helps with transportation 

project identification and evaluation.  Planning & Environment team members attended 

different sessions of the public engagement for Imagine Westerville – the city’s 

comprehensive planning initiative.  insight2050 is already helping inform conversations that 

Westerville is having about demographics and the future of development, and may provide a 

useful case study for its application throughout the region. 
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 Sustaining Scioto 

The Sustaining Scioto Steering Committee met on June 17th to review the results of USGS’ 

modeling efforts that were rerun to correct mistakes.  The Steering Committee also prepared 

the agenda for the June 19th Sustaining Scioto Stakeholder Advisory Committee’s meeting.  

Brown and Caldwell presented the modeling results to the Stakeholder Advisory Committee.  

They also led the group in an exercise to prioritize potential risks of different projections for 

climate change. 

 

 Regional Food Council 

The Central Ohio Regional Food Council met Wednesday, July 9th at MORPC, with 16 people 

present (including one by telephone).  Tentatively adding representation from an emerging 

Perry County Local Food Council, with Chef Alfonso Contrisciani (who also represents the 

culinary/hospitality program at Hocking Technical College).  Extensive discussion of next 

steps took place in an effort to increase meat-processing capacity.  New information 

indicates the primary bottleneck is cooling/storage space after animals are harvested.  

Additional Ohio meat industry research has been identified and will be the subject of the 

Council’s “Meat Team” meeting in August. 

 

Had a very fruitful and energizing meeting with Bruce McPheron, dean of OSU’s College of 

Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences.  He is interested in both our local food work 

and in adding a food component to insight2050. Our businesslike and systemic approach to 

regional food planning appears to be very much in line with his vision – and he hopes to have 

OSU become much more involved in these topics. 

 

Met with Bob Leighty to discuss FoodStart, food planning on the South End, and possible 

funding sources (he has reached out to Wasserstrom Co.).  Outreach to Lima/Allen County 

Local Food Council on assessment and planning activities.  Met with CEDCO to learn about 

City of Columbus' plans for Stone Brewery/Jeni’s Ice Cream and how it might affect the Food 

District.  Reached out to Matt Habash for Mid-Ohio Foodbank assistance in making the case 

publicly for food processing, and for ideas on how to keep the Food District on the city’s 

agenda in light of the Stone/Jeni’s project. 

 
Follow-up meeting with CEDCO about how plans for Stone Brewery/Jeni’s Ice Cream might 

affect the Food District.  Helped in OSU Extension planning session for Central Ohio Farm-to-

School conference in October.  Phone conversation with The Food Trust (hired by Finance 

Fund for study of Ohio food needs) about the importance of local food production, processing 

and distribution.  Met with A&R Development Group (Crest Tavern, The Market, other local 

food restaurants) about an urban farm and possible new processing center in Italian Village.  

They reached out to MORPC about how their plans fit into our regional vision, and I directed 

them to other projects.  It is a perfect example of the role MORPC can play in coordinating 

activities, connecting dots, getting people comfortable with a collaborative vision.  Helped 

with the August 26th tours of Price Farm organics and Stratford Ecological Center – attended 

by some 20 people who, by all accounts, enjoyed themselves, learned a lot, and held 

informative discussions.  Met with Commissioner O’Grady’s staff about local food and 

economic development, looked for opportunities to collaborate, and shared copies of 

MORPC’s Local Food Economic Development Toolkit. 

 

 

 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Maria Schaper, Associate Planner 

Transportation Systems & Funding 

 

DATE: 

 

September 2, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-10-14: “AMENDING MORPC'S 2012-2035 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN TO INCLUDE TWO 

PROJECTS” 

  
Resolution T-10-14 is to amend the 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan to 

include two additional major widening projects.  Since the MTP adoption, two projects 

that ODOT has been developing as maintenance/reconstruction projects have 

changed in scope to become major widening projects.  These are: 

 

 Additional lane in each direction on Interstate 71 from Stringtown Road to  

Interstate 70.  The estimated cost of this project is $78 million. 

 Additional lane in each direction on Interstate 70 from Hilliard-Rome Road to 

Interstate 270.  The estimated cost of this project is $52.9 million. 

 
Because these have become major widening projects and are expected to begin 

construction before July 2016, they must be added to the 2012-2035 MTP to be 

eligible for the federal funds being applied to complete these projects.   

 

The need to amend the MTP was presented at previous meetings in March and July.  

The information regarding this amendment was made available for public review and 

comment for a 30-day period, beginning July 18, 2014 and ending August 22, 2014.  

The information included the description of the projects, fiscal constraint 

determination and air quality conformity determination.  No comments were 

received. 

 

The amendment and the revised MTP, including the revised project listing, maps, and 

other amendment-related changes, will be placed on the website once the resolution 

to amend the MTP has been approved. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution T-10-14 

 



Resolution T-10-14 

Attachment: Changes to the 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Project Listing and Map 

 

Additions and Changes to the Project Listing 
I.D.                                                                                                                  Time                 Cost 

No. Project Description                                                                     Period*        ($Millions) 

Projects Added: 

1313 I-71 from Stringtown Road to I-70 – Major Widening                  3                  $78.0 

884 I-70 from Hilliard-Rome Road to I-270 – Major Widening           3                  $52.9 

1021 Freeway/Arterial/Collector 2012-2020 Management and Operations/ITS 6                1287.6 

*Time period “3”means construction estimated by 2020.  Time period “6” is ongoing. 

 

 

The MTP project map will be updated to include the projects shown in Figures 1 and 2 below.   
 

Project ID: 1313  I-71 from Stringtown Road to I-70 - Major Widening 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Project ID: 884  I -70 from Hilliard-Rome Road to I-270 – Major Widening 

 

 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Nick Gill, Assistant Director 

Transportation Systems & Funding Department 

 

DATE: 

 

September 2, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-11-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year 

(SFY) 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program" 
 

Proposed Resolution T-11-14 will add or modify 16 projects on the SFY 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with commitments totaling over $187 

million.  These changes are necessary to enable these projects to advance using the 

identified sources of funding and to maintain fiscal constraint.  In October, ODOT will 

ask the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) to amend the Statewide TIP to include these changes.  

 

Attachment 1 to the resolution provides a description of the funding and scope of 

each project, including a description of the bicycle and pedestrian components.  The 

following projects in the amendment have a commitment of MORPC-attributable 

funds: 

 

 Columbus: Hard Road Phase A, Major Widening 

 Columbus: Traffic Signal System, Phase C 

 

Below is an explanation of the proposed changes to the TIP.  

 

Columbus requested additional MORPC-attributable funds for Phase C of its Traffic 

Signal System.  MORPC committed $8.95 million of CMAQ funds in the SFY 2014-

2017 TIP update.  Since then, Columbus received bids on a similar project, Phase B, 

that were higher than previously estimated, primarily because of rising prices for fiber 

optic cable.  Based on the last estimate available before the plan package is 

prepared for bidding, the city requested that MORPC increase its commitment to 

$11.55 million.  Because the CMAQ funds are collectively managed by eight Ohio 

metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs), MORPC has limited CMAQ funds 

available for this project.  The amendment would add $1.73 million of STP funds to 

fulfill the city’s request.  The project is scheduled to bid early in 2015. 

 

Columbus also requested in June additional MORPC-attributable funds for the Hard 

Road widening project.  It requested an additional $400,000 for right-of-way 

activities.  To prevent delays in acquisition and utility relocation, the funds were  



Resolution T-11-14 Memo 
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advanced from the construction phase.  Based on the last estimate available 

before the plan package is prepared for bidding, the city requested an additional 

$300,000 for construction.  The resolution would increase MORPC’s total 

commitment by $700,000.  

 

Columbus received additional safety funds for preliminary engineering on a 

safety project on East Main Street, east of I-270.  The amendment would allow 

the additional funds to be authorized.  

 

COTA updated quantities and revised federal and local share cost estimates due 

to funding changes to purchase 38 buses.  COTA modified a cost estimate using 

local funds to make improvements to the computer room at 1333 Fields Avenue.  

Construction costs were updated for Northern Lights Transit Center off Cleveland 

Avenue using local funds.  The Dublin Park and Ride cost was modified and a 

Park and Ride Renovation project at locations to be determined was added using 

local funds. 

 

ODOT District 6 requested the following modifications to the TIP: 

 Change the scope of a project on I-70 between Hilliard-Rome Road and I-270 in 

Columbus from reconstruction to a major widening and increase funds for 

construction. 

 Add safety improvements on I-270 in Gahanna and Mifflin Township to the scope 

of a pavement rehabilitation project, remove from the scope pavement work on I-

670, and add the preliminary engineering phase to the TIP. 

 Increase construction funding to replace the Hudson Street bridge deck over I-71 

in Columbus. 

 Change the scope of a project in Grove City, Jackson Township, and Columbus on 

I-71 between Stringtown Road and SR 315 from major rehabilitation to a major 

widening and increase funds for construction. 

 Add a safety improvement project on US 33 between I-270 and Hamilton Road in 

Columbus.  

 Add two emergency slope repair projects, located in Liberty Township and in 

Delaware. 

 

 

NTG:NJV:bsn 

 

Attachments: 

 Project Map 

 Proposed Resolution T-11-14 
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RESOLUTION T-11-14 

 

“AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM” 

 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

(MORPC) adopted the SFY 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by Resolution T-5-

13; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus has requested the modification of three projects on the 2014-2017 

TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Central Ohio Transit Authority has requested the modification of five projects and the 

addition of one project on the 2014-2017 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation has requested the addition and modification of 

projects on the 2014-2017 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the projects are consistent with the transportation policies, plans, and programs, 

including the most recent Metropolitan Transportation Plan adopted by the Transportation Policy 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on September 8, 2014 and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee at its meeting on September 10, 2014, recommended approval 

of this resolution to the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the MORPC SFY 2014-2017 TIP be amended to include the project information 

as shown in Attachment 1. 

 

Section 2. That it affirms that the fiscal balance of the SFY 2014-2017 TIP is maintained. 

 

Section 3. That the determination of conformity between the TIP and the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) is hereby reaffirmed, as the projects are exempt from conformity 

requirements or have been included in the most recent air quality conformity 

approval. 

 

Section 4. That this resolution will be transmitted to ODOT and all local agencies listed as 

sponsoring agencies in Attachment 1 for appropriate action. 
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Section 5. That the Transportation Policy Committee finds and determines that all formal 

deliberations and actions of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption 

of this resolution were taken in open meetings of this committee.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

_________________________________________  

Date 

 

Prepared by: Transportation Staff 

 

Attachment: 

 Amended Project Information for the SFY 2014-2017 TIP 



Resolution T-11-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: Columbus PID: 14522 TIP ID: 102 MTP ID:  1264

Project Type(s): Signalization Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-SGNL-Phase C Length (mi.):

CON $9,819,319CMAQ-M2015 MORPC Funds

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Signals Phase C, Signalization, Continue transition of the Columbus Traffic Signal System from coaxial to fiber-optic 

communications network recommended in the CTSS study. Construct fiber-optic network along the arterials and 

replace signal controllers.

ADA curb ramps. At some intersections, a signal rebuild will be necessary, which includes curb ramps, ped signal 

head, and ped push button.

None. No change to the vehicle detection equipment included in project.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

CON $1,730,681STP-M2015 MORPC Funds

CON $750,000Local2015

Total: $12,300,000

Agency: Columbus PID: 17585 TIP ID: 273 MTP ID:  131

Project Type(s): Major Widening/Bicycle Lanes Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-CR061-01.100 Length (mi.): 1.2

ROW $2,160,000STP-M2014 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Hard Rd Phase A from Sawmill Rd to Smoky Row Rd, Major Widening/Bicycle Lanes from 2 to 5 lanes, environmental 

work under PID #11079.

Sidewalk on 2 sides.  2.4 mi. added to ped network.

Bicycle lanes.  1.2 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

ROW $618,720Local2014

CON $9,371,668STP-M2015 MORPC Funds

CON $5,558,283Local2015

Total: $17,708,671

Tuesday, September 02, 2014 Page 1 of 6

Funds in FYs prior to 2014 are not included in this report nor in the 2014-2017 TIP.
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Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: Columbus PID: 97197 TIP ID: 2904 MTP ID:  992

Project Type(s): Safety Improvement Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-US040-22.16 Length (mi.): 0.11

PE ENVIR $261,383HSIP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

E Main St from I-270 to McNaughten Rd, Safety Improvement, Reconstruct signal and convert right-turn lane to a 

through lane eastbound.

Sidewalk on 2 sides. South side - from McNaughten Road to Manor Drive.

North side - from the existing sidewalk 250' east of McNaughten Road to the Reynoldsburg corp line. 0.22 mi. added 

to ped network.

None. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE ENVIR $29,043Local2015

PE DD $38,326HSIP2015

PE DD $4,258Local2015

Total: $333,009

Agency: COTA PID: 89978 TIP ID: 2004 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2015-Bus Length (mi.):

PURCH $6,982,144SEC 53072015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2015 Bus Replacement 35' or 40', Transit Purchase, CNG 18 Buses - 11.12.01

Not Applicable. 

Bicycle racks. on buses

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PURCH $1,745,537Local-Transit2015

Total: $8,727,681

Agency: COTA PID: 90300 TIP ID: 2436 MTP ID:  12

Project Type(s): Transit Expansion Capital Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2015 Bus-Expansion Length (mi.):

OTHER $5,818,455SEC 53072015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2015 Bus Expansion, Transit Expansion Capital,  40' CNG Bus Buy 20 Buses (11.13.01)

Not Applicable. 

Bicycle racks. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PURCH $1,925,227SEC 53072015

PURCH $481,307Local-Transit2015

OTHER $1,454,613Local-Transit2015

Total: $9,679,602
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Resolution T-11-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: COTA PID: 92570 TIP ID: 2588 MTP ID:  12

Project Type(s): Transit Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Northern Lights Transit Center- Length (mi.):

PE $270,000Local-Transit2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Northern Lights Transit Center, Transit Activity, Location to be determined  11.33.04

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

ROW $1,559,704Local-Transit2015

CON $1,200,000Local-Transit2016

Total: $3,029,704

Agency: COTA PID: 95348 TIP ID: 2816 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Computer Room-Liebert Length (mi.):

PURCH $85,000Local-Transit2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 1333 Fields - Computer Room Replacement, Transit Activity, 1333 Fields - Computer Room Liebert 

Replacement

No information provided by sponsor.

No information provided by sponsor.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $85,000

Agency: COTA PID: 96849 TIP ID: 2865 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Dublin Park and Ride- Length (mi.):

CON $4,879,220Local-Transit2017

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Dublin Park and Ride, Transit Activity, 11.33.04

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $4,879,220
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Resolution T-11-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: COTA PID: 98839 TIP ID: 2923 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Replacement Capital Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTAPark & Ride-Renovations Length (mi.):

CON $1,437,000Local-Transit2017

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Park & Ride Renovations, Transit Replacement Capital, at various locations to be determined

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $1,437,000

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 25594 TIP ID: 1139 MTP ID:  884

Project Type(s): Major Widening/Resurfacing Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR070-03.410 Length (mi.): 4.19

CON $10,000,000GARVEE2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-70 from 0.41 mi W of Alton & Darby Creek Rd to 0.34 mi W of Wilson Rd, Major Widening/Resurfacing, add 

auxiliary lanes from Hilliard-Rome to I-270. Resurfacing to project limits. Overlay one pair of bridges. Redeck/widen 3 

pairs of structures.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

CON $20,507,000Bond2016

CON $1,598,400NHPP2016

CON $21,363,600State2016

Total: $53,469,000

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 84620 TIP ID: 2675 MTP ID:  1021

Project Type(s): Safety Improvement/Minor Pavement Rehabi Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR270-31.70 Length (mi.): 5.24

PE ENVIR $432,000IM2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-270 from S of Sunbury Rd to Big Walnut Cr, Safety Improvement/Minor Pavement Rehabilitation, Pavement 

preservation and resurfacing to project limits. Widen I-270 from I-670 to Big Walnut Cr to eliminate inside merge 

from I-670 EB to I-270 SB.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE ENVIR $360,000HSIP2015

PE ENVIR $88,000State2015

Total: $880,000
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Resolution T-11-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 85688 TIP ID: 2448 MTP ID:  1020

Project Type(s): Bridge Deck Replace Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR071-21.260 Length (mi.): 0.1

CON $202,320HBP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Hudson St at I-71, Bridge Deck Replace, bridge over I-71.

Replace existing facilities. 6' sidewalks on both sides. 0.1 mi. added to ped network.

Shared-lane markings/Sharrows.  0.1 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

CON $2,023,200NHPP2015

CON $247,280State2015

Total: $2,472,800

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 93497 TIP ID: 2752 MTP ID:  1313

Project Type(s): Major Widening Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR071-09.78 Length (mi.): 5.48

CON $60,000,000GARVEE2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-71 from Stringtown Rd to SR-315, Major Widening, Re-deck and rehab 5 pairs of mainline structures.

Other. Plan to accommodate future shared-use paths along Frank Rd and Greenlawn Ave under I-71.

Other. Plan to accommodate future shared-use paths along Frank Rd and Greenlawn Ave under I-71.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

CON $11,500,000State2016

Total: $71,500,000

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 98111 TIP ID: 2922 MTP ID:  1021

Project Type(s): Safety Improvement Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-US033-24.26 Length (mi.): 1.86

PE ENVIR $332,500HSIP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

US-33 from I-270 (SW Outerbelt) to Hamilton Rd (SR-317), Safety Improvement, Build an auxiliary lane between the 

ramps for Hamilton Rd and the ramps for EB I-270 in both directions of US-33; widening of Big Walnut Creek bridge; 

multi-lane resurfacing.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE ENVIR $161,800NHPP2015

PE ENVIR $40,450State2015

Total: $534,750
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Resolution T-11-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 98709 TIP ID: 2920 MTP ID:  1021

Project Type(s): Maintenance Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-SR315-01.30 (Emer. C) Length (mi.): 0.21

CON $220,000State2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

SR-315 at SR-750, Maintenance Activity, Install shotcrete facing on recently built retaining walls to prevent erosion 

and stabilize the walls. This is a Type C emergency project.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $220,000

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 98711 TIP ID: 2921 MTP ID:  1021

Project Type(s): Maintenance Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-US042-09.69 (Emer. C) Length (mi.): 0.04

CON $220,000State2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

US-42 at SW of Horseshoe Rd, Maintenance Activity, Repair embankment slip next to Greenwood Lake which is 

compromising US 42 pavement. Type C Emergency project.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $220,000

Summary of Funding Sources

Source Description Total Amount

Bond State-Issued Bonds $20,507,000

CMAQ-M Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Improvement, Attributable to MORPC $9,819,319

GARVEE Federal Advance Construction Paid with State Bonds $70,000,000

HBP Highway Bridge Program $202,320

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement Program $992,208

IM Interstate Maintenance $432,000

Local Local Public Agency Funds $6,960,304

Local-Transit Local Public Transit Authority $13,112,381

NHPP National Highway Performance Program $3,783,400

SEC 5307 Transit Formula Block Grants $14,725,826

State State Transportation Funds $33,679,330

STP-M Surface Transportation Program, Attributable to MORPC $13,262,349

Grand Total $187,476,437
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Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Thea Walsh, Director 

Transportation Systems & Funding 

 

DATE: 

 

September 2, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-12-14: MORPC’S SUPPORT OF THE CENTRAL 

OHIO TRANSIT AUTHORITY’S CLEVELAND AVENUE BUS RAPID TRANSIT 

PROPOSAL TO FTA FOR § 5309 NEW STARTS FUNDING “ 

  
Resolution T-14-14 documents MORPC’s support of COTA’s Cleveland Ave Bus Rapid 

Transit (BRT) project and COTA’s funding request to the Federal Transit 

Administration for §5309 New Starts Funding.  If funded this service will transport 

riders between downtown Columbus and Polaris Parkway/Africa Rd stopping at 62 

designated stations in both directions along the way  

 

As this project has progressed over the past ten months through project 

development, it is exciting to see how improved travel times, higher frequencies of 

service, transit signal priority, real-time next bus arrival information, enhanced 

passenger waiting areas and other customer amenities will all serve to provide better 

mobility options to area residents and visitors alike. 

 

Cleveland Avenue is one of COTA’s highest ridership corridors, characterized by a 

large population of transit dependent residents.  The need to better connect 

residents to major employment centers, medical facilities and other important 

destinations is critical to the future success of our community.  As new transit 

advancements like BRT are deployed, improved mobility and increased 

independence will be a welcome asset to meet growing demand and build a better 

and more livable community.   

 

MORPC has been involved in the planning and development process and look 

forward to the implementation of BRT service.   As BRT offers many benefits 

described above, we urge the Federal Transit Administration to continue to support 

COTA’s efforts to bring this project to fruition.   

 

As our community continues to grow, MORPC supports COTA in these efforts to 

expand public transit options in the Northeast Corridor.   

 

. 



RESOLUTION T-12-14 

 

“MORPC’S SUPPORT OF THE CENTRAL OHIO TRANSIT AUTHORITY’S CLEVELAND AVENUE BUS RAPID 

TRANSIT PROPOSAL TO FTA FOR § 5309 NEW STARTS FUNDING” 

 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Corridor, which includes the #1 Cleveland Local, one of the Central Ohio 

Transit Authority’s (COTA’s) busiest local routes, was identified by COTA Planning staff as a high 

priority for expanded bus service; and 

 

WHEREAS, in December 2010, COTA was awarded a $300,000 Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 

Livability Funding Opportunity -  Section 5339 Alternatives Analysis Program Grant, to evaluate and 

select the best options of new or expanded transit service in the Northeast Corridor; and 

 

WHEREAS, in September 2011, an alternatives analysis was initiated in the Northeast Corridor which 

assessed a wide range of public transportation alternatives, costs and benefits for a Bus Rapid 

Transit (BRT) line along Cleveland Avenue in June 2012; and 

 

WHEREAS, in April 2012, COTA adopted a 2012-2035 Long-Range Transit Plan that included 

expanded bus service including BRT in the Cleveland Avenue corridor; and 

 

WHEREAS, in May 2012, MORPC adopted the 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), 

which incorporated the transit expansion strategies included in the COTA Long-Range Transit Plan, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, in April 2013, COTA began Project Development on the Cleveland Avenue BRT to evaluate 

and determine environmental impacts, station placements, bus types, and other capital and 

operating characteristics; and 

 

WHEREAS, in September 2013 MORPC clarified the inclusion of COTA’s Cleveland Avenue BRT from 

Downtown Columbus to Polaris Parkway in MORPC’s 2012-2035 MTP; and 

 

WHERAS, COTA’s Cleveland Avenue BRT project was submitted for environmental review, receiving 

approval from the Federal Transit Administration in July 2014; and  

 

WHEREAS, COTA staff has solicited and received public comment through numerous meetings with 

stakeholders, community leaders, property owners and the general public; conducted online surveys, 

and held corridor public involvement meetings during the Project Development process; and 

 

WHEREAS, COTA has environmental clearance and has nearly completed (60%) preliminary design 

and submitted a proposal to FTA for federal funding to proceed with final design and 

implementation; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its September 8, 2014 meeting and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee at its September 10, 2014 meeting recommended adoption of 

this resolution by the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

 



Resolution T-12-14 

Page 2 

 
Section 1. That it supports COTA’s proposal to FTA for § 5309 New Starts funding for the 

Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit from Downtown Columbus to Polaris Parkway 

primarily via Cleveland Avenue. 

 

Section 2. That MORPC will continue to work with COTA to support final design and 

implementation of the BRT.  

 

Section 3. That this committee finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions of 

this committee concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were taken 

in open meetings of this committee. 
 

 

 

      _____________________________________________ 

      Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

      _____________________________________________ 

      Date 

 

Attachment: COTA Cleveland Avenue BRT Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) is conducting preliminary design, engineering and environmental clearance of the 
proposed Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)/Enhanced Bus Service Project. During project development, COTA continues 
to inform and engage participation on key elements including working closely with project stakeholders and the public to 
develop a unique BRT identity that will be carried forward into future service of this BRT corridor as well as potential future 
corridors.

Project Overview

The new service will transport riders between 
Downtown Columbus and Polaris Parkway/Africa 
Road, stopping at 62 designated stations in both 
directions along the way. 

The BRT will complement Local Line 1 Cleveland, 
COTA’s second busiest line and will connect with 
existing bus routes and other intercity services to 
provide a seamless transit system. 

OPERATING PLAN
• Service will operate on High Street in dedicated 

bus lanes during rush hours in Downtown 
Columbus

• Traffic signals will be coordinated to provide 
priority for BRT buses between Fort Hayes and 
SR-161, reducing travel times

• On weekdays 10-minute service frequency during 
peak hours and 15-minute service frequency during 
off-peak hours between Downtown Columbus and 
SR-161, and on weekends 30-minute service 
frequency

• Approximately 21 percent travel time savings with 
estimated 35-39 minutes trip time between 
Downtown and SR-161, and 48-56 minutes 
between Downtown and Polaris Parkway/Africa 
Road

• Service will operate seven days a week

Project Schedule

20142013 2015 2016 2017

Nov 2013–Sep 2014

Preliminary design,
Engineering &
Environmental
Clearance Oct 2014–

Feb 2015

Federal Transit
Administration
Review

Dec 2015–
Mar 2016

Federal Transit
Administration
Review

Apr 2015–Nov 2015

Final
Design Jun–

Aug 2017

System
Test

Sep 2017

BRT
Service
Begins

Apr 2016–May 2017
Construction

• FTA Approved Project 
Development–Apr 2013

• Consultant Selected–Oct 2013
• COTA Board Approval of 

NEPA Study–May 2014
• FTA Approval of NEPA Study 

(Categorical Exclusion)–Jul 2014

• FTA Publishes New Starts 
Final Report–Feb 2015

• FTA Project Construction 
Grant Agreement–Feb 2016

July 2014
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(see reverse side for more information)

Did you know?
Inter-agency collaboration consist of the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), cities of Columbus and Westerville, Franklin 
County, Clinton and Blendon Townships, Village of Minerva Park, 
ODOT and MORPC.

The preliminary project cost – which will continue to be revised 
through final design – is $39.4 million, of which COTA is seeking 
80% or $31.5 million in grant funding from FTA’s Section 5309 New 
Starts program.

BRT Project Update
Cleveland Avenue

Project Benefits
• Improved transit service

• Improved mobility and reliability in a 
congested corridor 

• Travel times savings of approximately 
21 percent

• More travel options for growing 
transit-dependent populations

• Improved pedestrian access and safety

• Creates opportunities for economic 
development within the corridor

• A projected 15-20 percent increase in 
ridership in the first five years



Conceptual street view design of a BRT 
station pylon with an existing COTA shelter

COST TO RIDE
When service begins, passengers will pay to ride the BRT the same as 
regular bus service.

PUBLIC ARTS PROGRAM
COTA will include a Public Arts Program within the new BRT stations 
and will seek public assistance in its development including:

• Establishing potential themes and guidelines

• Identifying potential locations along the corridor 

BRT AND OTHER TRAFFIC
BRT buses will operate within existing traffic lanes along the corridor. 
Traffic signals will be coordinated along Cleveland Avenue between 
Fort Hayes and SR-161 to allow buses priority through intersections if 
buses are running off schedule. This will improve on-time 
performance. With fewer stops, BRT travel times can be reduced by 
21% over current Local Line 1 Cleveland trip times.

BRT VEHICLES
Fourteen 40 foot, low floor buses with compressed natural gas (CNG) propulsion will be provided for the new service along the 
corridor. These buses will be equipped with Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) to tie into the next-bus arrival times system along with 
on-board announcements for next station stops. 

BRT STATION AMENITIES

Get Involved!

BRT Project Update
Cleveland Avenue

July 2014
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COTABRT@cota.com 33 N. High Street
Columbus, OH 43215

www.cotabrt.com (614) 228-1776
TTY/TTD (614) 275-5878

Stay Connected With COTA!
COTABus| @COTABus

 Amenities may be provided at locations depending on land availability and demand

Amenity Type A Type B 

Transit 
Center /  
Park & 
Ride 

Type D Type E 

Number of Stations 25 9 2 4 9 

Locations 

Abbott, 2nd, 17th, 24th, 
Hudson, Genessee, Weber, 

Huy, Northern Lights, 
Cooke, Lehner, Wallcrest 

& Northland Plaza 

Columbus St., 
5th, 11th, 

Oakland Park 
& Morse 

Northern 
Lights  

& Meijer 

Blendon 
Woods & 

Community 
Park 

Cooper,  
St. Ann’s, 

Main, Polaris 
& Africa 

Boarding Area & Connections 
Concrete loading & waiting 
Raised boarding area with 
tactile strip  

Sidewalk connection 
ADA ramps 
Distinctive pavement & 
crosswalks  

Shelter & Waiting Area 
Indoor waiting area      
Shelter with bench & lighting 
Bench only 
Trash can 
Surrounding Amenities 
Bicycle parking  
Public art  
Landscaping  
Park & Ride spaces      

Customer Information 
BRT marker & signage 
Real time arrival information 
COTA system map/paper 
Ticket vending machines  



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 
Officers and Board Members 
Transportation Policy Committee 
Transportation Advisory Committee 
Community Advisory Committee 
 

FROM: 

 

Thea J. Walsh, Director of Transportation Systems & Funding 

DATE: 

 

September 2, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-13-14: "ACCEPTING THE PWP COMPLETION 

REPORT FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2014" 
 

Annually, MORPC is required to submit a report to the Ohio Department of 

Transportation (ODOT) describing the work completed with federal planning funds 

provided to continue the metropolitan transportation planning process, as defined by 

MAP-21.   

 

For State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2014, the use of these funds was outlined in the SFY 

2014 Planning Work Program (PWP) adopted by Resolution T-6-13.  The PWP serves 

as the scope of work, the schedule, and the budget for the federally funded planning 

activities.   

 

The PWP included such activities as maintaining the TIP, continued delivery of 

projects using MORPC-attributable funds, initial work on the development of the 

2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), assistance on freeway and 

arterial studies such as the I-270/US 33 interchange project, support for safety and 

operations and management of the transportation system, and support for transit, 

bike and pedestrian planning.  The SFY 2014 PWP also included the continuation of 

ridesharing/demand reduction and air quality awareness activities.  As part of this 

scope of work MORPC also prepared the Public Involvement Plan, drafting the new 

smoothed urban area boundary as a result of the 2010 census, updating the 

functional classification system, distributing new bike maps, coordinating the JARC 

and New Freedom competitive selection process, developing the DATASOURCE and 

many other projects and activities that have been presented to you over the state 

fiscal year.   

 

A summary of the PWP activities is included as an attachment to the resolution.  A 

full report is available upon request.   

 

Resolution T-13-14 approves the completion report and requires that it is forwarded 

to ODOT.  

 

Attachment: Resolution T-13-14



   

RESOLUTION T-13-14 

 

“ACCEPTING THE PWP COMPLETION REPORT FOR STATE FISCAL YEAR 2014” 

 

WHEREAS, it is the role of the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) to help encourage, facilitate 

and provide a forum for regional, cooperative transportation planning and decision-making; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Work Program (PWP) is the document that outlines the work of the MPO, the 

use of regional transportation planning funds and the regional planning activities that will be done 

each state fiscal year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Policy Committee adopted the SFY 2014 Planning Work Program (PWP) by Resolution 

T-6-13; and 

 

WHEREAS, the activities described in the PWP have been completed or carried over into SFY 2015 

and reported in the PWP Completion Report, a summary of which is attached; and 

 

WHEREAS, major products of the PWP have been presented previously; and 

 

WHEREAS, these products include the core work with the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), 

the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the continued delivery of projects using MORPC-

attributable funds, as well as the freeway and arterial studies, ‘major-new' projects, local traffic 

forecasting and continuing updates to the travel demand model, support for transit planning and 

ODOT planning studies, ITS, ridesharing/demand reduction, bike and pedestrian planning, safety 

planning and air quality awareness; and  

 

WHEREAS, ODOT requires approval of this PWP Completion Report by the Transportation Policy 

Committee as the Metropolitan Planning Organization; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its September 8, 2014 meeting, and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee, at its September 10, 2014 meeting recommended approval to 

the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the Transportation Policy Committee approves the PWP Completion Report for 

SFY 2014. 

 

Section 2. That this resolution and the PWP Completion Report be forwarded to the Ohio 

Department of Transportation for appropriate action. 

 

Section 3. That the Transportation Policy Committee finds and determines that all formal 

deliberations and actions of the committee concerning and relating to the adoption 

of this resolution were taken in open meetings of this committee. 

 

 

       

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

             

Date 

Prepared by: Transportation Staff 

Attachment: Summary of Completion Report for the SFY 2014 Planning Work Program 



SUMMARY

FISCAL YEAR 2014 PLANNING WORK PROGRAM - FINAL

I.  Formula Funded Planning Program Projects

WORK ELEMENT

FUNDING SUMMARY

REPORT SUMMARY

$3,704,281Total Budget

$189,270Balance Remaining for SFY 2015 or later is

60113-002 Management & Operations Planning

A small amount of funding was carried over from FY13 to FY14.  See 60114-002 for 
Management & Operations planning activities.

$245,752Budget

$241,560Spent 6/30

60114-001 Short-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning

Worked with COTA's Mobility Advisory Board meeting. Completed MORPC, COTA 
and DATABus process to identify MORPC as FTA Section 5310 designated receipent 
of funding.
Organized monthly COTA/MORPC coordinattion meetings and quarterly transit 
forums. Assisted COTA in publicizing their transit system review. Also coordinated 
with COTA to publish COTA’s Service Change Public Meeting announcements and 
possible route change information. Worked with Rickenbacker area employers, the 
chamber, COTA and others to examine the workforce mobility challenges in that area. 

MORPC remained involved in non-motorized traffic count efforts.  Staff organized 
volunteer bicycle and pedestrian counting events and continues to maintain a library 
of count equipment for MORPC and partners’ uses.  Staff encourages partners to 
collect non-motorized traffic counts through educational outreach and involvement in 
their planning processes. 

Staff provided numerous educational opportunities related to Complete Streets: 
workshop at the Summit on Sustainability & the Environment, webinars, presentations 
to various audiences, and a Blind Walk Audit. 

Staff sat on the Technical Advisory Group for the Columbus Bicentennial Bikeways 
Plan process, and participated in several walk audits for Columbus City Schools' 
district-wide Safe Routes to School Plan.  Staff also coordinated with local 
jurisdictions and special interest groups on bike, pedestrian, and transit planning and 
data maintenance and updates.

Staff worked on various projects.  Staff coordinated with the City of Columbus and 
other partners to reprint and distribute the Columbus Metro Bike Map.  They began 
working with a consultant to do the Regional Sidewalk Inventory.  They also initiated 
the process to create an Active Transportation Plan by forming several advisory 
groups and beginning the first phase of the project, which is analyzing the active 
transportation network.  Staff finalized a Complete Streets project review process 
related to MORPC-attributable funding of projects.

$300,000Budget

$416,111Spent 6/30



60114-002 Management & Operations Planning

Information was gathered on the condition of the system, funding options and 
prepared strategies from federal, state and local resources for roads and bridges for 
staff use.  Pavement and bridge condition information was mapped.  Staff monitored 
ODOT’s Business Plan and Capital Programs Dashboard.  Reviewed ODOT’s multi-
year work plan report that includes future and past infrastructure condition ratings, and 
final and future cost estimates.  In addition, staff has been participating in ODOT's 
new asset management process development. 

The regional Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) group met three times and 
began discussions about updating the regional ITS architecture.  Guidance was 
received from FHWA and a workshop was being planned for August.. 

MORPC continues to educate governmental officials and the public about the freight 
industry.   MORPC continues to be involved with local and regional freight initiatives, 
including assisting the Columbus Regional Logistics Council's Freight Roadmap 
Refresh project.  Support is being provided for the City of Columbus JET task force.  
Specific work has been researching other airports' solutions to providing a multimodal 
terminal at the airport and connecting the airport to downtown Columbus.

$220,000Budget

$141,697Spent 6/30

60114-003 Safety Planning

In order to bring agency methods in line with national and state standards and 
practices, MORPC began discussions with ODOT on using SafetyAnalyst to improve 
High-Crash location methodology and other transportation planning analyses.

Staff testified in support of Columbus' Safe Streets Ordinance, which passed this past 
spring. 
Staff participated in meetings for the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP), Traffic 
Records Coordinating Committee (TCC), Franklin County Safe Communities General 
Body Coalition, Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety (CAPS), Franklin County Fatality 
Review Board, Safe Routes to School project selection, and City of Columbus Large 
School District School Travel Plan.

Staff provided and promoted safety-related educational opportunities through Safe 
Routes to School forums and courses available through partnering agencies and 
programs.  Staff also received training by attending the Highway Safety Manual 
training, the ODOT Traffic Academy's Safety Studies course, and a course on 
Planning and Designing for Pedestrian Safety. 

Staff collected, analyzed, summarized, and reported on high-crash locations and 
crash statistics for the region at large, members, and per special requests.  Staff also 
worked on identifying safety countermeasures, and identifying and analyzing locations 
for countermeasures.

$170,000 ^Budget

$130,319Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



60214-000 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Implementation

Several amendments to the SFY 14-17 TIP requested by ODOT or local agencies 
were processed and approved.  Federally funded projects were coordinated with local 
agencies, ODOT and the Ohio Public Works Commission.  ODOT District staff 
scheduled quarterly meetings with local sponsoring agencies, their consultants, and 
MORPC staff.  Monthly reports on the status of the MORPC-attributable projects were 
provided.  MORPC, COTA and ODOT transit met quarterly to stay on top of transit-
specific TIP issues.

Projects submitted to ODOT for TRAC funding were summarized, presented to our 
committees and the public for comment, and a prioritized list provided to ODOT.

Management of regular MORPC-attributable funds continued.  Through a series of 
about 20 Attributable Funds Committee meetings and sub-committee meetings, the 
Principles and Procedures for management of MORPC-attributable funding were 
updated, including revised selection criteria.  Updates to previous commitments and 
initial applications were received. 

Work continued with the other seven large MPOs to develop a statewide process for 
selecting and managing projects to use CMAQ funding in response to ODOT's 
directive.  Evaluation criteria and application information was finalized in preparation 
of the first cycle over the summer and fall of 2014.

$295,000Budget

$282,919Spent 6/30

60513-002 Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and Applications

A small amount of funding was carried over from FY 13 to FY 14.  See 60514-002 for 
Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and Applications activities.

$284,939Budget

$284,320Spent 6/30

60514-001 Transportation Data and Surveillance

Inputs to the allocation model that MORPC uses for developing the socio-economic 
data that are used in the travel demand model were updated.  These include a review 
of economic development districts, environmentally sensitive areas, and availability of 
sanitary sewer.  In addition, an on-line map of existing land use coded to the parcel 
level was shared with local communities for their comments and edits.  Changes were 
incorporated into the base files.  A similar map of future land uses was also shared for 
community input.

MORPC hosts quarterly GIS User Group meetings, which are attended by 
approximately 40 GIS professionals from throughout the region.  During these 
meetings, sub-groups discuss topics such as professional development, data 
standards, technical tools, and data sharing.  MORPC also upgraded its GIS system.  
New internet-based web map tools are being developed.

The 2014 State of the Region report was published on the MORPC website.  This 6-
page summary includes statistics about transportation, demographics, economic 
development, development patterns, energy and housing characteristics.

$660,000Budget

$688,998Spent 6/30

60514-002 Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and Applications

The regional travel demand model was maintained.  In conjunction with the ODOT 3-
C model update, work continued on refining networks and preparing other model 
inputs.  Active participation continued in the 3-C model development process with 
ODOT, the consultant and the other MPOs.  Assistance was provided to partnership 
with ODOT and the other big MPOs on applications for two advanced travel analysis 
tools in Round 4 of the SHRP2 (Strategic Highway Research Program), which would 
integrate DTA (Dynamic Traffic Assignment) into the new 3-C Model. 

Participation continued in the OSU/ODOT/COTA on-board transit survey through 
conference calls, email and phone call exchanges.  

During the data preparation for insight2050, improvements were made to the land use 
model, which would be used for the next MTP update.

$310,000Budget

$255,865Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



61013-001 Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning

A small amount of funding was carried over from FY 13 to FY 14.  See 61014-001 for 
Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning activities.

$518,929Budget

$520,793Spent 6/30

61014-001 Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning

Progress made toward meeting the region’s transportation goals and targets 
established in the 2012-2035 MTP was monitored and reported in the MTP Report 
Card.  The need for an amendment to the 2012-2035 MTP was identified, and work 
on completing this amendment began, including reaching out to local governments to 
ensure all necessary projects were included in the amendment and work on the air 
quality conformity determination.

Development of the 2016-2040 MTP picked up.  Existing and future land use 
assumptions were reviewed and adjusted, and scenario planning efforts began as part 
of the insight2050 project.  Efforts to ready the regional travel demand model and 
coordination on statewide modeling activities also occurred.  The region’s 
transportation goals established in the 2012-2035 MTP  were reexamined and 
discussions on reaffirming these goals for the 2016-2040 Plan took place.   

Staff followed and participated in various ODOT planning activities, including progress 
on NCOS and innerbelt projects, the Far East Freeway Study, and the South 
Outerbelt Study.  Involvement as a stakeholder continued with regard to Access Ohio 
2040.

Work progressed on a new regional thoroughfare plan.  Data continued to be 
collected and methodologies developed for a new layered multimodal approach for 
the thoroughfare plan.

$480,000 ^Budget

$406,837Spent 6/30

61014-002 Transportation Public Involvement

The Community Advisory Committee met in July, September, October, November and 
December 2013 and January, February, March, April, May and June 2014.  
Informational items presented to CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committees 
included CMAQ Program, High Crash Lists, US 23/I-270 South Interchange, TIP, FTA 
§5310 Designation, Bike and Pedestrian studies, MTP Amendment, insight2050, 
COTA studies, Access Ohio, Port Columbus improvements and TRAC projects.

Resolutions were proposed and approved on the TIP, COTA, Delaware Transit, 
Planning Work Program, High-Speed Rail Service, and Certification of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process.

COTA provided information on the BRT, New Albany Park-n-Ride, Long-Range Plan
and service changes to the CAC.  MORPC placed this information on its website,
Facebook and in MORPC's electronic newsletter, Regional eSource.

Press releases, social media, Regional eSource and Transportation Connections 
discussed pedestrian safety, TRAC, the TIP, COTA service changes and BRT, bicycle 
and pedestrian activities, air quality, high-speed rail, 2014 Transportation Report 
Card, I-270/US 33 Interchange, and RideSolutions.

$169,661Budget

$95,382Spent 6/30

62524-000 Assistance to Public and Members

Approximately 200 requests for information were responded to in 2014.  This includes 
a significant number of traffic growth rate requests for traffic impact studies or local 
roadway improvements from local jurisdictions or consultants working on studies to 
submit to them.  A concept for accessing community profiles that includes basic socio-
economic and land use data was developed.

$50,000Budget

$50,210Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



II.  Special Projects

WORK ELEMENT

FUNDING SUMMARY

REPORT SUMMARY

$2,546,621Total Budget

$1,511,312Balance Remaining for SFY 2015 or later is

66501-000

80% MORPC STP

Economic Impact of Trails

The University of Minnesota was chosen to be the project's lead consultant, and a 
Steering Committee was formed to guide the process.

Nearly 50 percent of the trail segment counts were completed by June.  The 
consultants have started analysis of property values and creation of surveys for users 
of the trails.

$100,000 ^Budget

$15,000Spent 6/30

66502-000

100% ODOT Funded

Rural Transportation Planning Partnership

Guidance was provided to Buckeye Hills - Hocking Valley Regional Development 
District as it  began its transportation planning activities as a result of ODOT's new 
rural transportation planning organization program.  This included staff attendance at 
several meetings and specific input as they put together a public involvement plan.

$250,000 ^Budget

$10,031Spent 6/30

66538-000

80% MORPC STP

Regional Development I

MORPC completed a white paper on the status of zoning based on consultation with a 
task force consisting of public and private partners. The paper has been posted on 
MORPC's website. In summation, direct communication, clearly defined regulations, 
and a streamlined approach are the best plans of actions from the perspective of the 
private sector. In addition, many of the zoning codes in the Central Ohio region are 
antiquated and do allow mixed development that current market trends are tending 
toward.In addition, a look up tool of zoning districts of communities was developed 
and is avaialble on the MORPC website. This tool allows users to view charactersitics 
of zoning districts by choosing either community or use.  The tool is driven by a 
database that is expected to be useful in continuing efforts to integrate land use 
development patterns with the transportation system as part of element 66551.

$470,000Budget

$449,185Spent 6/30

66551-000

80% MORPC STP

Regional Development III

Work on this project has not begun due to a lack of funding.$330,000 ^Budget

$0Spent 6/30

66552-000 Freight Trends Study

The Central Ohio Freight Trends Study stalled because of personnel changes with the 
consultant and needing appropriate documentation from the consultant to process 
invoices.

$200,000 ^Budget

$116,819Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



66562-000

80% MORPC STP

Supplemental Planning SFY13

1) See 60214-000 for activities related to the TIP and project expedition.
2) Traffic counts collected by various entities were processed into the MORPC online 
database system. The collection plan for 2014/2015 was developed.
3) MORPC continues to work with Community Research Partners to update data to 
DataSource, a regional data access tool. It was presented at the Ohio Conference of 
Community Development spring workshop. Diagnostics reports show approximately 
400 individuals have registered to use the site since it's unveiling in October of 2012.
Collaboration with regional data providers continues with the Franklin County LBRS, 
and MORPC met with ODOT to discuss formats and timing for providing an annual 
data set, which will be in Ocotber, to ODOT for inclusion in their state wide GIS 
projects.  
4) MORPC worked with Perry Township, Columbus and Worthington to conduct a 
traffic study for the SR 161 corridor from Sawmill Road to SR 315.

$312,500 ^Budget

$250,983Spent 6/30

66563-000

80% MORPC STP

Supplemental Planning SFY14

Due to carryover from Supplemental Planning SFY13 (66562-000) this work element 
was not initiated and was subsequently cancelled.

$312,500Budget

$0Spent 6/30

66565-000

80% MORPC STP

Regional Growth Impact Analysis

Calthorpe Associates was selected as the consultant for the Regional Growth Impact 
Analysis "insight2050" project, and a steering committee was formed to guide the 
project. 

Staff worked with the consultant to supply them with the data they needed to begin 
conducting their analyses.

$500,000 ^Budget

$177,020Spent 6/30

67405-000

100% FTA

Ongoing Human Services Transportation Coordination --

There was no activity under this work element in SFY 2014.$71,621 ^Budget

$16,271Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



III.  Ridesharing and Air Quality Projects

WORK ELEMENT

FUNDING SUMMARY

REPORT SUMMARY

$2,298,750Total Budget

$566,158Balance Remaining for SFY 2015 or later is

66713-001

100% MORPC CMAQ

Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY13

A small amount of funding was carried over into SFY14.  See 66714-001 for 
Transportation Services (Ridesharing) activities for the fiscal year.

$715,000Budget

$715,000Spent 6/30

66714-001

100% MORPC CMAQ

Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY14

RideSolutions continues to develop target messaging and special projects that assist 
in promoting TDM services.  The program sponsors and develops program services 
based on the needs of the individual commuter, employers, job-ready/training 
programs, colleges/universities and communities throughout the region.  

Vanpool and carpool services continue to meet the needs of commuters.  The 
program is developing and retaining partnerships with not-for-profit agencies, working 
with employers that are relocating their work sites, and assisting and leading 
employers in developing an overall environmental goal and plan for their work sites.  
RideSolutions is helping communities move forward in implementing TDM strategies 
that help relieve congestion in their neighborhoods, helping their residents to do their 
part to reduce fuel consumption, plus save money.  

RideSolutions and its TDM partners continue to stay abreast of research and trends 
and share best practices of new and innovative ways to promote the entire share-the-
ride and share-the-road concepts.

$715,000Budget

$406,802Spent 6/30

66730-000

100% MORPC CMAQ

Air Quality Awareness SFY12-13

Funding was carried over from FY 13 to FY 14.  See 66731-000 for Air Quality 
Awareness activities for SFY 2014.

$500,000Budget

$500,000Spent 6/30

66731-000

100% MORPC CMAQ

Air Quality Awareness SFY14

In FY14, the program maintained its daily air quality forecasting program, coordinated 
public outreach events to educate the public about air quality, and engaged area 
employers in finding facilities and commuting solutions to improve air quality.  
MORPC continues to issue daily air quality forecasts, including 2 Air Quality Alerts to 
the public for ozone and particle pollution between July 1, 2013 and June 30, 2014, 
and maintained the Central Ohio Air Quality Hotline.  The program coordinated public 
outreach events and media interviews to educate residents about the health impacts 
of air pollution and actions that they can take to reduce pollution, and coordinated and 
hosted a Regional Education Forum entitled “Be Air Aware and Act to Protect Your 
Health.”  MORPC convened 3 Greener Workplace Roundtables with the goal of 
engaging area employers to share strategies to improve options for commuters and 
reduce air quality footprints.

$368,750 ^Budget

$110,790Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014



IV. Projects Undertaken By Other Entities

WORK ELEMENT

FUNDING SUMMARY

REPORT SUMMARY

$0Total Budget

66505-000

No funding

Ongoing Local Planning

MORPC regularly monitors local planning activities.  A current library of new plans is 
maintained on the website under the Studies and Plans section.

MORPC staff regularly participates in planning efforts of local communities.

$0 ^Budget

$0Spent 6/30

67401-000

No funding

Ongoing COTA Activities

COTA completed its normal service changes in September, January and May.  COTA 
continued work on bus stop planning and implemented changes during services 
changes.  The bus stop design standards were updated. 

COTA launched a Transit System Review (TSR) effort in late 2013.  Initial concepts 
were presented to the community in the spring for feedback.  At of the end of the 
fiscal year COTA was reviewing comments and working on the final recommendation.  
COTA began initial planning to launch a "Next Generation" long-range planning 
activity in the fall.

$0Budget

$0Spent 6/30

67402-000

No funding

Ongoing DATA Activities

DATABus continued to work through its transition from a rural to urban transit 
system.  This included initiating a study identifying ways to find local funding.

$0Budget

$0Spent 6/30

^ Project continues beyond SFY 2014




