
FY 2014 

PLANNING 

WORK 

PROGRAM 

 

COMPLETION REPORT 

 

NOVEMBER 2014 

 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

FY 2014 PLANNING WORK PROGRAM COMPLETION REPORT 

NOVEMBER 2014 

WORK ELEMENTS         PAGE 

60113-002: Management & Operations Planning ............................................................ 1 

60114-001: Short-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning ....................................... 5 

60114-002: Management & Operations Planning .......................................................... 12 

60114-003: Safety Planning ............................................................................................. 16 

60214-000: Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) & Implementation ................ 20 

60513-002: Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques & Applications ................... 24 

60514-001: Transportation Data and Surveillance ........................................................ 26 

60514-002: Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques & Applications ................... 31 

61013-001: Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning ...................................... 34 

61014-001: Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning ...................................... 37 

61014-002: Transportation Public Involvement ............................................................. 42 

62524-000: Assistance to Public and Members ............................................................. 46 

66502-000: Rural Transportation Planning Partnership ................................................ 50 

66505-000: Ongoing Local Planning................................................................................ 52 

66538-000: Regional Development I ............................................................................... 54 

66551-000: Regional Development III ............................................................................. 56 

66552-000: Freight Trends Study .................................................................................... 58 

66562-000: Supplemental Planning SFY13 .................................................................... 59 

66563-000: Supplemental Planning SFY14 .................................................................... 62 

66565-000: Regional Growth Impact Analysis ................................................................ 64 

66713-001: Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY13 ............................................ 66 

66714-001: Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY14 ............................................ 68 

66730-000: Air Quality Awareness SFY12-13 ................................................................. 71 

66731-000: Air Quality Awareness SFY14 ....................................................................... 74 

67401-000: Ongoing COTA Activities ............................................................................... 77 

67402-000: Ongoing DATA Activities ............................................................................... 80 

67405-000: Ongoing Human Services Transportation Coordination ............................. 82 

 

 



60113-002 

Management & Operations Planning 

Purpose 

The MAP-21 bill encourages areas to be innovative in the way they manage and operate the system 

to ensure people and goods move efficiently, safely and in the most secure way possible.  There are 

many ways MORPC works to do this: better access management; use of Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITS); incorporating security and emergency response in the planning process; incorporating 

goods movement in the planning process; and continually monitoring and evaluating bridge and 

pavement conditions. 

 

MORPC maintains the Regional ITS Architecture, conducts a variety of traffic studies, advocates for 

the use of technology to improve transportation system operations, serves as a regional point for 

coordination related to the security of the transportation system, and provides a nationally 

recognized freight planning program. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 160,000 $ 20,000 $ 20,000 $ 200,000 

Revised Budget 

(12/31/2012)  

$ 176,000 $ 22,000 $ 22,000 $ 220,000 

Revised Budget 

(7/1/2013) 

   $ 245,752 

Balance at 6/30/14    $0 

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 67,012 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 174,548 $ 241,560 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  98.3% 

Percentage of Work Completed 70% 30% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Thoroughfare plan and access management assistance 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Regional 

Thoroughfare 

Plan June 

2013. Access 

management 

assistance as 

necessary 

Still ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 

 



Yearly Progress 

Base data for setting up criteria for the different modes were assembled.  They included creating a 

setback file and using the USEPA Smart Location database for the land use diverstiy indicator.  

Parcel types along road segments were aggregated and information assigned to the thoroughfare 

plan network segements.  Traffic volume, truck volume and commodity flow value information was 

calculated and assigned to the thoroughfare plan network segments.  Preliminary criteria for the 

vehicle and freight layers categorization were developed and applied to the pilot area.  Initial bike, 

pedestrian and transit layer criteria were also developed. 

 

The completion of the thoroughfare plan update is delayed because of complexities of developing 

and applying the new “layered” approach and other priorities.  The work continues throughout 2014 

and also into SFY 15 through the long-range plan work element. 

 

2. Condition report of highway system and resources 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

With MTP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC is participating in ODOT's Asset Management Leadership Team Meetings for the 

development of ODOT's Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP) as required by MAP-21.  The 

TAMP will assist ODOT, MPOs, legislators and locals to understand how much money is spent on 

maintaining the transportation system. 

 

3. Review of NHS intermodal connectors 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity this fiscal year; completed previously. 

 

4. Maintenance and update of Regional ITS Architecture 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 
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5. Member assistance with ITS-related projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 

 

6. Central Ohio goods movement database 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 

 

7. Participation in regional and national freight initiatives 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The Primary Freight Network designated by FHWA was reviewed and comments provided to FHWA.  

For additional Fiscal Year 2014 activities see Work Element 60114-002.  

 

8. Educate governmental officials and the public about the freight industry 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 
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9. Collaboration on innovative project delivery 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 

 

10. Transportation security assistance 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity under this work element.  See 60114-002 for Fiscal Year 2014 activities. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: The completion of the thoroughfare plan update is 

delayed because of complexities of developing and applying the new “layered” approach and other 

priorities.  The work is continuing throughout 2014 and well into SFY 15 through the long-range plan 

work element. 
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60114-001 

Short-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning 

Purpose 

This element includes planning efforts that carry out the metropolitan transportation plan.  Work 

includes integration of all transportation modes to ensure an adequate level of access is afforded to 

all populations while improving the range of options for meeting diverse mobility needs.  Also, 

reporting requirements regarding civil rights compliance will be fulfilled. 

 

In April 2010, MORPC adopted a regional Complete Streets policy that requires project sponsors 

receiving MORPC-attributable funding to design and build roadways that accommodate all users.  

MORPC continues to educate its members on the importance of Complete Streets and lifelong 

communities in general.  MORPC also led the development of the Franklin County Coordinated Plan, 

completed in 2008 and is in the process of an update to be completed in 2012.  MORPC is working 

with ODOT to complete a sidewalk inventory and update the Complete Streets guidebook.  MORPC 

has also maintained the regional bikeway plan and developed best practice guides for bicycle 

facilities.  In addition, special studies have been conducted for COTA and local governments 

promoting transit and community-friendly multimodal transportation facilities or "complete streets." 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 240,000 $ 30,000 $ 30,000 $ 300,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14    $0 

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 416,111 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 416,111 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  138.7% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Implementation of the Franklin County Coordinated Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

At the request of ODOT Central Office, MORPC drafted a one-page summary on why an Ohio Revised 

Code amendment to allow RPCs and COGs to buy off ODOT contracts would be beneficial and 

promote efficiency.  The document was shared with OARC governmental affairs and ODOT staff. 
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Staff attended one of ODOT's Statewide Transportation and Services Mobility Management 

Roundtables with representatives from regional funders, human service agencies, and public and 

private providers. 

 

Staff also attended a Roundtable on Transportation in the Rickenbacker area.  Transit service and 

needs were discussed to get people to jobs at area employers.  Other transportation options, human 

service issues and conditions of warehousing operation employers were expressed. 

 

MORPC made information available to local officials, human service and private operators regarding 

ODOT’s Statewide Transit Needs Study.  This study will examine existing transit services, Ohio's 

demographics, and travel trends to quantify transit changes that might be needed.  The goal is to 

develop a long-term strategy to determine how to best stretch limited dollars while meeting the 

demands of Ohio's riders today and in the future. 

 

Invited local human services transportation providers and other human services agencies to ODOT's 

Statewide Transportation Services and Mobility Management Roundtable held at MORPC on 

November 19, 2013. 

 

2. Transit planning and coordination 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The method of splitting the federal urban transit funds that come to the Columbus Urbanized Area 

using the FTA formula was discussed during several meetings and other communication with COTA 

and DATABus.  Worked with DATABus to designate the DATABus board (DCTB) as a designated 

recipient of urban transit formula funds for the Columbus Urbanzied Area in addition to COTA.  The 

split method was developed and will become part of the suballocation agreement between COTA and 

DATABus.  MORPC will use the method annually to submit the split amounts to FTA's grant system, 

TEAM, so that COTA and DATABus can draw down on their funds independently. 

 

MORPC worked through the process per the implications of the draft circular describing the rules for 

the new FTA Section 5310 program.  MORPC worked with COTA, DATABus and ODOT to identify 

MORPC as the new designated recipient for this program for the Columbus Urbanized Area.  MORPC 

and the two transit agencies passed needed resolutions, and the package was submitted to the 

state for the Governor's approval and submittal on to FTA.  

 

Staff conducted the quarterly Regional Transit Forum and monthly COTA/MORPC meetings.  The 

monthly meeting agendas were modified to change items every three months and repeat quarterly.  

Key rotating agenda items include Communications/Outreach and Mobility Management, TIP/STIP, 

and Service/Capital/Planning.  In addition, particpation continued in various transit-related 

committees and events including the Accessible Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC); ODOT’s 

Statewide Transit Needs Study steering committee, COTA BRT project committees, COTA’s Transit 

System Review activities, and the Transit Columbus annual meeting. 
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Information needed for transit-related TIP amendments was prepared and included in the quarterly 

TIP amendments.  This included working to improve the understanding among the transit agencies, 

ODOT and MORPC on the information needed and proper format. 

 

3. Active transportation planning 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

In February, staff met with Forge Columbus to talk about its grassroots Forge Ahead project to plan 

for better pedestrian, bike, transit, and automotive infrastructure. 

 

Staff met with Columbus Division of Mobility Options staff to discuss coordination of its and MORPC's 

transportation planning efforts.  In particular, Columbus shared updates on its bike user map, 

bicentennial bikeway plan, and multi-modal transportation plan. 

 

Also see Task 10 for information on the Active Transportation Plan. 

 

4. Maintain data and provide assistance for transit and non-motorized modes 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff continues to respond to public requests for copies of the Columbus Metro Bike Map. 

 

MORPC staff continues to update bikeway information to reflect new facilities. 

 

MORPC has partnered with ODOT to hire a consultant to create a Regional Sidewalk Inventory.  See 

#12. 

 

5. Non-motorized traffic counts 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

As with every year, MORPC organized regional volunteer counts in September 2013 and May 2014.  

These are used to determine long-term trends of pedestrian and bicycle traffic in the region.  These  

data are also submitted to the National Bike and Pedestrian Documentation Project.  Staff are 

researching tools that may help extrapolate these site observations to estimate network volumes. 

 

MORPC continues to maintain a library of automated bicycle and pedestrian count equipment, 

available for internal studies and for loan to partners and members.  The OSU College of Engineering 

borrowed much of this equipment for two weeks of counts near the end of spring semester at 

locations on the northern reaches of main campus that will be affected by new dormitory 

construction.  MORPC began deploying automated counters on the trail system as part of a larger 

counting effort with the Economic Impact of Trails Study (see 66501-001). 

 

MORPC continues to encourage other partners to collect non-motorized traffic counts.  Staff provided 

comments on the 2014 pilot counting component of Columbus’ Bikeway Plan Update as proposed by 

the City of Columbus’ consultant, ALTA.  Staff are also coordinating automated trail-counting efforts 

of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Metroparks, and several other local jurisdictions as part of a larger 

counting effort with the Economic Impact of Trails Study (again, see 66501-001). 

 

6. Complete Streets Education 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff organized and held an Active Transportation Workshop at the Summit on Sustainability & the 

Environment.  The workshop focused on The Demand for Active Transportation with a presentation 

by Mike Brown, Experience Columbus, giving an overview of the need for a robust, active 

transportation system; a 4-person panel discussion followed his presentation; and Eric Oberg, Rails-

to-Trails Conservancy and Kerstin Carr, MORPC, concluded the workshop with presentations on trail 

usage in Central Ohio. 

 

MORPC hosted about 15 different webinars for its members throughout the year.  Most of them are 

offered through APBP or ITE on a variety of topics relevant to Complete Streets.  Webinar topics 

covered Complete Streets, Safe Routes to School, bicycle, pedestrian, transit, and safety planning 

issues.  The webinars are typically attended by about 15 people, made up of internal staff and 

external partners.  

 

MORPC staff gave several presentations on the topic of Complete Streets, reaching students and 

professionals.  Whenever possible, the presentation included an interactive game where students 

were asked to redesign streets to be more complete. 

 

Staff organized and held its first Blind Walk Audit in October during Design Week(s).  MORPC 

partnered with Pilot Dogs and several consulting firms to conduct two walk audits around the  
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Columbus Metropolitan Library and Topiary Park.  The walk was approximately 1 mile, and groups 

experienced first-hand how a visually impaired individual uses the infrastructure that is in place.  

Over 50 engineers, planners, health officials, and residents participated in the event. 

 

MORPC staff finalized the Complete Streets project review process and checklist to ensure that the 

review of MORPC-attributable funded projects for Complete Streets elements is efficient. 

 

7. Member assistance with active transportation projects and studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff participated in the Columbus Bicentennial Bikeways Plan Technical Advisory Group.  Staff and 

other meeting participants reviewed drafts of the plan and provided comments.  Topics included the 

project scope and relationship to Columbus’ Multimodal Transportation Plan, Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Count Strategy and Final 2014 Count Program, Market Survey Analysis, Benchmarking and 

Recommendations Report, Bikeway Program Evaluation Methodology Report, and Education and 

Encouragement Campaign. 

 

Before the end of the 2013-2014 school year, staff members participated in several walk audits as a 

part of the Columbus City Schools' district-wide Safe Routes to School Plan, being led by Columbus 

Public Health. 

 

8. Identify and conduct special studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Together with the City of Columbus, staff made updates to the Columbus Metro Bike map and 

reprinted an additional 35,000 copies for public use. 

 

9. Civil rights reporting 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

The Uniform Report for DBE Awards or Commitments and Payments was completed for the periods 

April 1, 2013 through September 30, 2013 and October 1, 2013 through March 1, 2014. 

 

MORPC's agency-wide Diversity and Inclusion Plan was reviewed and updated to be sure that it 

continues to address and adhere to U.S. DOT and ODOT requirements. 

 

10. Lifelong Communities Initiative 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66565-000. 

 

11. Active Transportation Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

September 

2015 
     

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff began the process for creating an Active Transportation Plan (ATP).  Staff formed advisory 

groups to guide the development of the ATP.  The Working Group and Stakeholder Group met to 

develop a project scope and timeline.  The ATP will be completed by September 2015.  It will 

consider the interaction and integration of pedestrian, bicycle, and transit networks and their users 

with a focus on 10 to 15 regionally significant corridors.  Special attention will be placed on areas 

within the networks that cross or touch jurisdictional boundaries.  A network analysis, cost/benefit 

analysis, and an interactive web map to assist jurisdictions in their planning for and implementation 

of active transportation facilities will be products of the ATP.  Education and outreach efforts will also 

be developed.  The ATP will be integrated with the 2016 – 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  

Staff is in the process of conducting the network analysis with the assistance of the Technical 

Committee.  The project is on track. 

 

12. Regional Sidewalk Inventory 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

September 

2015 
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Yearly Progress 

MORPC entered into an agreement with ODOT in May to manage a sidewalk inventory project 

conducted by one of ODOT’s task order vendors.  A scope of services was drafted and reviewed with 

all interested parties; specifically, ODOT, MORPC and the City of Columbus, as the file will be used to 

support a citywide Safe Walks to School Plan.  MORPC reports monthly on the project status and has 

provided guidance to the vendor in terms of the data structure, and methods for sharing information 

for review.  The vendors are currently working on the project.  

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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60114-002 

Management & Operations Planning 

Purpose 

The MAP21 bill encourages areas to be innovative in the way they manage and operate the system 

to ensure people and goods move efficiently, safely and in the most secure way possible.  There are 

many ways MORPC works to do this: better access management; use of Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITS); incorporating security and emergency response in the planning process; incorporating 

goods movement in the planning process; and continually monitoring and evaluating bridge and 

pavement conditions. 

 

MORPC maintains the Regional ITS Architecture, conducts a variety of traffic studies, advocates for 

the use of technology to improve transportation system operations, serves as a regional point for 

coordination related to the security of the transportation system, and provides a nationally 

recognized freight planning program. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 176,000 $ 22,000 $ 22,000 $ 220,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 141,697 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 141,697 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  64.4% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Condition report of highway system and resources 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

With MTP N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC participated in ODOT's Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP) process.  Required by 

MAP-21, ODOT's plan is to establish a systematic and strategic investment decision process for 

operating, maintaining, upgrading, and expanding physical assets over their life-cycle-based quality 

data and defined objectives. 
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2. Review of NHS intermodal connectors 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

A primary review was completed in a previous fiscal year.  With the MAP-21 change that all principal 

arterials are now part of the NHS system, some of the intermodal connectors are now automatically 

part of the NHS.  Furthermore, during the functional class review and update the remaining 

connectors were further reviewed. 

 

3. Maintenance and update of Regional ITS Architecture 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Work began on review of an update of the Central Ohio Regional ITS architecture.  An ITS 

Architecture Committee for the Central Ohio region was reinitiated in January 2014.  ITS Committee 

quarterly meetings were held at MORPC on January 22nd and April 23rd.  A draft scope of work and 

specific plan for MORPC Regional ITS architecture update was completed.  Coordination began with 

the FHWA resource center for a potential ITS architecture assessment workshop in late summer 

2014. 

 

4. Member assistance with ITS-related projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC participated in the Columbus Traffic Signal System (CTSS) monthly progress meetings and 

responded to ITS-related questions and data requests.  Project status reports were provided at the 

January and April ITS committee meetings.  Assistance was provided to communities applying for 

MORPC-attributable funding for the 2014 application cycle. 
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5. Central Ohio goods movement database 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to other priorities there was no activity this year. 

 

6. Participation in regional and national freight initiatives 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff participated in the Columbus Regional Logistics Council’s Infrastructure Committee and Mid-

Ohio Development Exchange’s workforce committee and the Rickenbacker Employment Area 

Network workforce mobility work group.  

 

ODOT's draft Statewide Freight Study was reviewed and comments were submitted to ODOT.  

Activities at the national level as a result of MAP-21 requirements were monitored including 

submitting comments to FHWA/DOT with regardsto the draft Primary Freight Network (PFN).  

 

MORPC began assisting in the planning and orginazation of the the 2014 Ohio Freight Conference. 

 

7. Educate governmental officials and the public about the freight industry 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Meetings were held with leadership of the Columbus Region Logistics Council (CRLC) to discuss 

collaboration between CRLC and MORPC in strengthening freight planning initiatives in 2014.  This 

included discussion on potential marketing-like coordination with CRLC to educate public officials, 

employers, developers and members of the public of the importance of incorporating transit 

infrastructure in road construction projects, which is critical to employee mobility within freight 

districts. 
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At the request of the Rickenbacker Employment Area Network workforce mobility work group, staff 

worked to analyze the travel needs of those working in the Rickenbacker area who do not have 

reliable transportation.  This included looking at where they live and consulting with COTA and private 

services providers in developing options for employess to get to work in the Rickenbacker area.  

 

8. Collaboration on innovative project delivery 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff participates in the Ohio State Transportation Innovation Committee (STIC), which works to 

implement FHWA’s Every Day Counts initiative.  

 

9. Transportation security assistance 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

There was some coordination with county emergency management personnel on disaster recovery 

plans.  

 

10. Access Management 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Assistance as 

needed 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

A meeting of the Franklin County Access Management Committee was held on December 5th to 

complete final review of the county's proposed access management regulations.  A MORPC team 

member serves as a member of the committee.  The committee had met previously in September 

and reviewed drafts of the regulations.  At the December meeting the committee discussed some 

final changes and voted to recommend the regulations to the County Commissioners for adoption.   

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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60114-003 

Safety Planning 

Purpose 

The purpose of this work element is to increase the profile and understanding of safety impacts of all 

MORPC work efforts in line with MAP21 recommendations. 

 

MAP21 established a core Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) that is structured and 

funded to make significant progress in reducing highway fatalities.  This law requires state 

Departments of Transportation (DOTs) to implement a Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan (CHSP) 

and to address safety issues in their regions.  Since 2005, MORPC staff actively participates in local 

and statewide safety committees, such as the Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan (CHSP) 

Committee, the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC), or the Safe Community committees 

(including the Fatality Review Board and Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety Committee (CAPS)).  Staff 

also provides ongoing assistance to the public and/or local governments. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 136,000 $ 17,000 $ 17,000 $ 170,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 130,319 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 130,319 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  76.7% 

Percentage of Work Completed  76.7% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  75% 

 

1. Regional safety analysis 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Fall 2013 Annual N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC team members met with ODOT staff at Central Office to discuss the use of SafetyAnalyst at a 

regional level.  MORPC is considering using SafetyAnalyst to supplement or replace the High-Crash 

location methodology to bring agency methods in-line with HSM and ODOT practices, allowing for 

better comparisons between projects on and off the state system being considered for HSIP funding  
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at the district and state levels.  It could also help with batch analysis necessary for project evaluation 

through the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, and other 

funding applications. 

 

Staff attended a focused training course on the Highway Safety Manual to better understand 

predictive crash analysis. 

 

With the April release of 2013 crash data for Ohio, MORPC began to update its two major safety 

products - the high-crash location lists and crash fact sheets.  With major volume data releases not 

available until the end of June, work on these products will continue into the next fiscal year. 

 

Team members provided various crash data analysis services for locations as requested by MORPC's 

members. 

 

2. Increased number of local safety studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff attended the ODOT Traffic Academy's Safety Studies course.  The course material helps assist 

staff in understanding the various aspects of safety studies and in communicating the new 

requirements to local governments. 

 

Staff attended the Safe Routes to School project selection meeting at ODOT to help identify which 

project applications should receive full or partial funding.  This selection committee consists of the 

various ODOT districts' safe routes to school coordinators and representatives of different 

disciplines.  Both infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects were discussed.  

 

3. Increased regional awareness of safety concerns 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC staff continued to promote safety courses, available through ODOT and LTAP (Local 

Technical Assistance Program), to the engineers and public service directors of the local 

governments.  
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MORPC staff provided data analysis to the Columbus Police Department and Columbus Public Health 

Department to help with their outreach targeted at pedestrian safety.  The data were used to identify 

locations for safety stings.  Based on the data, one set of locations was chosen downtown.  Another 

location was chosen near OSU campus. 

 

MORPC held three Safe Routes to School Education Forums that focused on the 5 E’s.  In addition to 

those meetings, MORPC staff promoted and assisted with several Walk and Bike to School Day 

events.  MORPC also worked closely with the National Safe Routes to School Partnership Ohio 

coordinator on state initiatives. 

 

MORPC staff is also a part of the City of Columbus Large School District Safe Routes to School Travel 

Plan Steering Committee, where staff assist with walk audits at the 15 focus schools and provide 

information and recommendations related to the 5 E’s for the travel plan.  

 

Staff testified at Columbus Council's hearing in support of the proposed Safe Streets Ordinance.  The 

ordinance passed this spring and requires, among other provisions, motorists and commercial 

vehicle drivers to pass bicyclists at a 3-ft. and 6-ft. distance, respectively. 

 

MORPC held several meetings with staff of ODOT, Columbus, COTA, bicycle advocacy groups, and 

representatives of other special interest groups to discuss ideas for a new bicycle and pedestrian 

safety campaign.  ODOT is taking the lead and is working with a consultant to conduct focus groups 

on what type of safety campaign, including the type of medium used, would be most effective for 

different audiences. 

 

4. Status updates on safety projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing      

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC staff continued to attend the quarterly Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) meetings.  In 

2013, fatalities were down in Ohio compared to 2012.  Staff provided comments as ODOT worked to 

update its SHSP and solicited comments from other state MPOs via the Ohio Association of Regional 

Councils (OARC).  Participation by staff also included a presentation on its pilot project with ODOT 

regarding Systematic Safety (see also #5 below). 

 

MORPC staff regularly attended the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC) at ODPS and 

ODOT.  Major points of discussion included the closing of the crash data reporting window for 2013 

earlier than in previous years - by the end of March 2014.  Committee business also included the 

TRCC charter, improved communications between ODPS and local law enforcement on report errors, 

and plans for the upcoming 2014 Traffic Records Assessment.  TRCC also approved funding for 

various projects that seek to improve crash data and reporting, including $75,000 for a statewide 

intersection file to improve crash report location information. 
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MORPC staff attended several meetings of the Franklin County Safe Communities General Body 

Coalition.  These meetings provided updates on different grant activities, though only a couple of 

updates related directly to transportation safety. 

 

Staff continued to attend the Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety (CAPS) meetings at Columbus Public 

Health.  Major items of discussion included Columbus City Schools’ districtwide Safe Routes to 

School Travel Plan.  The task force also attempted to identify crash trends using 2013 pedestrian 

crash data to help inform initiatives that could be conducted during 2014. 

 

MORPC continued to attend the Franklin County Fatality Review Board meetings at Columbus Public 

Health.  During review of the crashes involving fatalities in Franklin County, the board also discussed 

the trend-down in fatalities during Calendar Year 2013.  This was reflected locally and across the 

state. 

 

5. Systematic Safety Improvements 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Summer 

2015 
     

 

Yearly Progress 

In the fall of 2013, MORPC staff began identifying opportunities for three safety countermeasures 

related to angle crashes: LED traffic signals with reflective backplates, enhanced FHWA intersection 

signage, and LED flashing stop signs.  Staff followed up this initial data analysis by reaching out to 

staff in jurisdictions that wanted to participate for more information on these locations. 

 

Early in 2014, MORPC staff worked with ODOT to discuss the details of evaluating sites, procuring, 

and installing these countermeasures to determine how to proceed. 

 

With the additional information from 11 local jurisdictions and ODOT staff, MORPC was able to 

identify a list of locations for each countermeasure.  ODOT was able to begin signal strength 

evaluations to determine the feasibility of the traffic signal-related countermeasure.  MORPC staff 

worked with ODOT to put together ordering forms for the other two countermeasures. 

 

Staff attended training on Planning and Designing for Pedestrian Safety.  Information from this 

training will be used in identifying opportunities for Systematic Safety Improvements as this project 

works to identify countermeasures related to pedestrian crashes. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None. 
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60214-000 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Implementation 

Purpose 

This element is to prepare and continue to maintain an updated Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP), including administering MORPC-attributable federal funds to maximize their impact in 

the region.  Through this element MORPC identifies federal, state and other alternative resources to 

make local improvements and coordinate them with traditional federal resources.   

 

This element also involves the monitoring and coordination of progress for projects in the TIP.  

Quarterly or as-needed amendments to the TIP are completed.  Principles for allocation and 

management of MORPC-attributable funds are reviewed and updated and projects wishing to use 

MORPC funding are solicited every two years.  Periodic reports concerning status of federal funds are 

made to MORPC committees.  MORPC also participates in public involvement opportunities 

conducted as part of the development of regionally significant transportation improvements 

including COTA's program of projects. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 236,000 $ 29,500 $ 29,500 $ 295,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 282,919 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 282,919 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  95.9% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1.Maintain and prepare amendments of the SFY 2014-2017 TIP 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Amendments 

as needed 

September, 

December, 

March, May, 

June 

September, 

December, 

March, May, 

June 

September, 

December, 

March, May, 

June 

September, 

December, 

March, May, 

June 

July, October, 

January, April, 

May 

 

Yearly Progress 

Information on project updates was received and coordinated with appropriate jurisdictions needing 

SFY 14-17 TIP amendments.  Five amendments to the SFY 14-17 TIP were prepared and adopted via 

resolutions T-13-13, T-18-13, T-2-14, T-5-14 and T-9-14.   
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MORPC, COTA and ODOT Transit met quarterly to stay on top of transit-specific TIP issues including 

working to coordinate, clarify and maintain consistency of TIP amendment information without 

creating errors among COTA, DATABus and ODOT Office of Transit.  This ODOT ELLIS training was 

arranged with ODOT, MORPC and COTA staff.   

 

2. Prioritized list of regional projects for TRAC 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Summer or 

Fall 2013 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Information on the MORPC TRAC priorities was submitted to ODOT during the summer public 

hearings.  Information on the projects selected to receive TRAC funding in 2013 was distributed to 

our members.  

 

MORPC provided acknowledgment of the 4 projects being submitted to TRAC from the MPO area for 

2014.  The projects being submitted were presented to CAC, TAC and the Transportation Policy 

Committee.   

 

Staff attended the TRAC meetings throughout the year. 

 

3. Project financing options for local projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC continued to maintain the funding opportunities database on its website and responded to 

request for information on possible project funding sources.  Notice was provided to members 

regarding funding opportunites and deadlines from CEAO and ODOT solicitations. 

 

For the second year, assistance was provided to the City of Dublin to prepare a TIGER grant 

application for funding for the I-70/US 33 interchange. 

 

4. Reports on the status of federally funded projects, including delays, and projects sold in 

 SFY13 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Monthly & 

September 

2013 

Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly Monthly 

 

Yearly Progress 

The report on projects sold in SFY 2013 was completed.  Status report of MORPC STP-, TAP- and 

CMAQ-funded projects was provided monthly to TAC. 

 

The quarterly project meetings held in July, October, January and April at ODOT District 6 were 

attended.  ODOT project status review meetings were attended.  Also, the ODOT Biweekly Reports 

were reviewed.  Records for various MORPC-funded projects were updated as necessary.  Various 

requests from the public were handled related to specific projects.  Worked with ODOT on the FY 

15/FY 16 lockdown process. 

 

Participation continued in Paving the Way program activities, gearing up for the 2014 construction 

season.  Also, MORPC participated in many project-specific meetings as shown below. 

 Alum Creek Dr, Refugee to Frebis – field review 

 US 23 & Penn-Sandusky intersection 

 Regional Resurfacing 

 Harrisburg Pk (US 62) safety project 

 I-70/I-71 Projects 2D, 4A 

 COTA Sidewalks Phase 2 – field review 

 Scioto Greenways 

 Cleveland Ave BRT 

 Cleveland Ave and Schrock Rd intersection – public meeting 

 Worthington-Galena/Huntley/Sancus intersections 

 I-70/SR 310 interchange 

 Hard Rd Phase A 

 Taylor Rd from Old Taylor Rd to Windsor Dr – progress meetings 

 Columbus Traffic Signal System Phase C – progress meetings 

 District 6 project status meetings – Sept, January, March, April, and June 

 

Staff attended 3-day NHI course on Planning and Designing for Pedestrian Safety – May 20-22 in 

Columbus. 

 

Complete Streets reviews were completed on the following MORPC-funded projects: 

 SR 3 sidewalks 

 I-270/US 33 interchange 

 SR 750 widening 

 Lazelle Rd Phase B 

 Taylor Rd from Old Taylor Rd to Windsor Dr 
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 Parsons Ave sidewalks 

 I-70/I-71 Projects 2D, 3, 4A 

 US 23 & Penn-Sandusky intersection 

 Alum Creek Dr, Refugee to Frebis 

 Harrisburg Pk (US 62) safety project 

 Cleveland Ave and Schrock Rd intersection 

 Sunbury Rd widening 

 I-70/SR 310 interchange 

 Gender/Refugee intersection 

 Center/Milnor/Meadows intersection 

 

5. Update Principles and Procedures for management of MORPC-attributable funding. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

May 2014 April 2014 April 2014 April 2014 N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Through a series of more than 20 meetings of the Attributable Funds Committee (AFC) or 

subcommittees of the AFC, revisions were made to the Principles, Procedures and the application 

and selection process for MORPC-attributable transportation funds.  The updated Principles and 

Procedures were adopted via Resolution T-3-14 in April. 

 

A workshop on the MORPC-attributable funding process for project updates and new requests was 

held in May.  Updates to existing comittments were submitted by June 2nd , and 43 initial applications 

for new funding were submitted by the June 16th new application deadline.  An all on-line submittal 

process was developed for both the updates and new applications. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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60513-002 

Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and Applications 

Purpose 

This work is necessary to maintain and update the regional transportation models and the processes 

that rely on the model.  These processes include the technical components of the Congestion 

Management Process (CMP), environmental justice (EJ) analysis, air quality conformity analysis and 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality eligibility calculations. 

 

Since the mid-1960's a regional travel demand model has been maintained that covered central 

Ohio.  It has evolved over the years with numerous updates and validation processes.  During the 

early 2000's it evolved into one of the few activity-based models in the country.  The model has been 

the basis for evaluating projects for inclusion in the Transportation Plan and Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP), transportation conformity analysis for each Transportation Plan update, 

preparing mobile source budgets for the State Implementation Plan for air quality, and 

environmental justice analyses for the Transportation Plan and TIP. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 200,000 $ 25,000 $ 25,000 $ 250,000 

Revised Budget 

(12/31/2012)  

$ 248,000 $ 31,000 $ 31,000 $ 310,000 

Revised Budget 

(7/1/2013) 

   $ 284,939 

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 9,040 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 275,280 $ 284,320 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  5% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Up-to-date model networks and model chain refinements 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60514-002 for SFY 2014 activities. 
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2. Updated data sets for SIP development and air quality conformity.  Periodic consultation 

 reports on SIP issues and air quality conformity 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60514-002 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

3. Update CMP and EJ analysis procedures and documents 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60514-002 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

4. Determination of the emissions changes from proposed CMAQ projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60514-002 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

5. Update the Land Use Model processes 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60514-002 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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60514-001 

Transportation Data and Surveillance 

Purpose 

This work element fundamentally supports the development of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

and transportation planning projects through data collection and analysis.  It is a broad-based work 

element that consists of processes associated with GIS and data coordination.  It encompasses data 

management, including data collection, organization, analysis, presentation, and distribution. 

 

Data are collected through outreach efforts to community planning and transportation staff, tracking 

development information, coordinating with local governments for traffic volumes and transportation 

inventories, mining secondary data sources and creating primary data using GIS applications.  

Analyses of detailed land use data sets are tested with the travel demand model that includes land 

use forecasts reflective of local and regional goals.  The land use data are prepared at the Traffic 

Analysis Zone level for use in travel demand modeling, but they are also employed by a variety of 

users including local planning agencies and utility planners.  The element includes GIS- and web-

based tools for use in analyses and for the purpose of building collaboration among the various data 

users in the region. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 528,000 $ 66,000 $ 66,000 $ 660,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 688,998 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 688,998 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  104.4% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Distribute information through technical applications 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC, in partnership with Community Research Partners, officially launched DataSource 2.0 on its 

website in September, following a soft launch in July.  DataSource is a website that integrates weave 

- interactive data visualization software that was developed by the University of Massachussetts in  
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Lowell.  The site includes a data catalogue and user-defined data selection windows for accessing 

pertinent information about demographics, land use, transportation facilities, and economic data for 

various geographies.  Since it was launched, approximatately 400 users have registered for the site.  

 

2. Data management plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014 Delayed     

 

Yearly Progress 

Progress on this product was delayed due to completion of other projects. 

 

3. Current, comprehensive and accessible data files 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Points of Interest files were updated, including schools, shopping centers, and government buildings.  

These data layers are displayed as an interactive map in the maproom on MORPC’s website. 

 

MORPC updates base GIS files from state, federal, and local sources on a quarterly or annual basis, 

depending upon when the information is available.  The data are stored in a geodatabase that is 

accessible to all GIS users in the agency.  

 

GIS files are available for downloading from an FTP site by way of the MORPC website.  Information 

available includes street centerlines, bikeways, traffic analsyis zones, community boundaries, and 

census data.  

 

4. Regional GIS coordination 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC hosted four quarterly Central Ohio GIS User Group meetings.  Approximately 40 people 

attended each meeting.  Each meeting is preceded by sub-committee meetings regarding training, 

data management, technology and LBRS.  In addition, the meetings include a presentation and a 

sharing of technical applications.  Presenters included MORPC’s land use allocation model, the  
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Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation District, ODOT’s TIMS system, and ESRI’s Open Data 

platform.   

 

Representatives from MORPC staff regularly participate in regional GIS user group meetings, 

including those conducted by OSU’s Center for Urban & Regional Analysis, and the Ohio Geographical 

Reference Information Program (OGRIP). 

 

5. Regional data sharing 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC hosts the Location-Based Response System (LBRS) for Franklin County and the greater 

Columbus area.  Power users from Columbus, Dublin, Franklin County, Gahanna, Grove City, 

Westerville and Worthington regularly update the centerline and address files associated with the 

LBRS files.  Due to technical difficulties, the system was not working for all participants, and MORPC 

coordinated a meeting with representatives from ESRI (the GIS vendor) and the power users to 

establish protocols regarding software versions.  Since that time, the system has been working. 

 

MORPC staff participated in extensive training through ESRI to become more familiar with 

complicated GIS set-ups, like the one being used for the LBRS, which involves multiple replications 

and versioning.  MORPC staff also attended the ESRI conference in San Diego, where 10,000 GIS 

professionals converge to become familiar with new tools and applications.   

 

MORPC upgraded its GIS system to an Enterprise License Agreement status that allows the agency 

to take advantage of more robust on-line opportunities, access to training, and an increased number 

of GIS licenses for use by transportation staff.  As a result, the interactive web maps created using 

older technology are being redesigned for mobile access on the new ArcGis on-line platform. 

 

MORPC staff met with ODOT to discuss standardizing the submittal process for the file, and it was 

decided that the file will be submitted in October, starting in Calendar Year 2014.  

 

6. State-of-the-Region report 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

April 2014 April 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

The 2014 State of the Region Report was modified to be a 7-page infographic presentation of 

transportation, economic, environmental, and demographic statisitics.  In addition, the 2012-2035 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan report card was updated for 2014 and made available at the State 

of the Region luncheon, and presented to MORPC’s Community Advisory and Transportation Advisory 

committees. 

 

7. Develop land use forecasts for transportation studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Land use projections were updated for a number of areas including the SR 161 corridor in northwest 

Columbus, New Albany, and the Franklinton area.  A demographic analysis was conducted to support 

the TIGER application associated with the US 33/I-270 northwest interchange. 

 

8. Outreach to local communities 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff met with Licking County Planning to discuss planning and implementation efforts of that 

department. 

 

Staff coordinated and participated in Info Share meetings with leadership and staff from Campus 

Partners, Capital University, Circleville, Grove City, Groveport, Jefferson Township (Franklin County), 

Hilliard, Lancaster, Liberty Township (Delaware County), Madison County, Marble Cliff, MKSK, Orange 

Township (Delaware County), Otterbein University, Pickerington, planningNEXT, Powell, Shawnee 

Hills, Sunbury, Violet Township (Fairfield County), West Jefferson, and Westerville.  Topics of 

discussion included planning, projects, and issues related to land development, economic 

development, infrastructure, transportation, and the environment.  

 

Staff facilitated the biannual meetings of the Northeast Area Group, Northwest Area Group, and the 

Southeast Area Group.  Participants updated each other on planning & development, transportation 

& infrastructure, environmental, and other projects that might have an influence more broad than 

solely within their jurisdictional boundaries.  MORPC representatives shared information on 

upcoming events, funding opportunities, and volunteer opportunities. 

 

Participants of the Southeast Area Group included staff and elected officials from jurisdictions 

surrounding the I-70/US 33 corridors.  MORPC staff gave a presentation on the congestion and  
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safety issues on US 33 near I-270 to the southeast Columbus area.  The presentation sparked  

discussion among the meeting participants who would like to collaborate with MORPC and ODOT on 

addressing the issue sooner than later.  

 

Participants of the Northeast Area Group included staff and elected officials from jurisdictions in and 

around the northern Franklin and southern Delaware County area east of I-71.  Westerville staff gave 

a presentation on the Uptown Plan.  

 

Participants of the Northwest Area Group included staff and elected officials from jurisdictions in and 

around the northern Franklin and southern Delaware County area west of I-71, and from Union 

County.  ODOT staff gave a presentation on the upcoming I-270/US 33 interchange project, and 

Marysville staff gave a presentation on plans for its new water treatment facility.  

 

9. Prepare land use data for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014 Ongoing     

 

Yearly Progress 

In preparation for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, MORPC coded land parcels to 

standardized land use categories.  The data were made available to local planning offices in August 

for their review by way of an interactive webmap.  Approximately 40 of the 83 communities reviewed 

the data.  Employment data from 2012 have been geocoded into Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs), and 

residential address points, collected as part of the LBRS, have been aggregated into TAZs.  The 

count of the housing units will be used as a surrogate for calculating population estimates.  Group 

quarter and school enrollment have not yet been tabulated, but the data were included in updates to 

the points of interest information referenced above.  Other socio-econimc variables such as labor 

force and income data have not been updated yet, as we are awaiting the release of the most recent 

information from the American Community Survey, expected in the autumn of Calendar Year 2014.  

 

Similarly, future land uses were assigned to the parcels based on local planning documents.  This 

information is currently being reviewed by local communities by way of an interactive map on the 

internet. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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60514-002 

Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and Applications 

Purpose 

This work is necessary to maintain and update the regional transportation models and the processes 

that rely on the model.  These processes include the technical components of the Congestion 

Management Process (CMP), environmental justice (EJ) analysis, air quality conformity analysis and 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality eligibility calculations. 

 

Since the mid-1960's a regional travel demand model has been maintained that covered central 

Ohio.  It has evolved over the years with numerous updates and validation processes.  During the 

early 2000's it evolved into one of the few activity-based models in the country.  The model has been 

the basis for evaluating projects for inclusion in the Transportation Plan and Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP), transportation conformity analysis for each Transportation Plan update, 

preparing mobile source budgets for the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for air quality, and 

environmental justice analyses for the Transportation Plan and TIP. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 248,000 $ 31,000 $ 31,000 $ 310,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 255,865 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 255,865 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  82.5% 

Percentage of Work Completed  82.5% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Up-to-date model networks and model chain refinements 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The existing and future model networks were maintained and kept up-to-date.  In conjunction with 

the ODOT 3-C model update staff continued to refine networks and prepare other model inputs.   
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Staff actively participated in the 3-C model development process with ODOT, the consultant and the 

other MPOs, including technical memo review, bi-weekly conference calls and regular email and 

phone call exchanges.  Staff participated in the OSU/ODOT/COTA on-board transit survey through 

conference calls, email and phone call exchanges. 

 

2. Updated data sets for SIP development and air quality conformity.  Periodic consultation 

reports on SIP issues and air quality conformity 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff progressed on tasks of SIP for 2008 ozone analysis for OEPA and interagency consultation for 

2035 MTP Air Quality Conformity documentation, respectively.  Datasets and analysis of air quality 

emissions were prepared for both documentations.  Air quality emissions and methodologies of 

computations and analysis were advanced to MOVES software during this fiscal year. 

 

3. Update CMP and EJ analysis procedures and documents 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff continued research on improving measures in CMP updates.  Staff continued the investigation 

of travel time data from INRIX and NPMRDS (National Performance Management Research Data Set) 

and already utilized the data to help members for various purposes. 

 

4. Determination of the emissions changes from proposed CMAQ projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

CMAQ eligibility analysis was completed for the following projects: 
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 Air Quality Awareness, SFY 2014 (Air Quality Project) 

 Scioto Greenway from approximately Main St to north of Battelle Park (Multi-Use Path) 

 Signals Phase C (Signalization) 

 Lazelle Rd Phase C from Sancus Blvd to Worthington-Galena Rd (Minor Widening/Multi-Use 

Path) 

 Lazelle Rd Phase A from N High St to Flint Rd (Minor Widening/Multi-Use Path) 

 Sunbury Rd from County Line Rd to Maxtown Rd (Minor Widening/Multi-Use Path) 

 Signals Phase D (Signalization/Air Quality Project) 

 RideSolutions, SFY 2014 (Ridesharing) 

 Gender Rd at Refugee Rd (Intersection Modification/Bicycle Lanes) 

 Air Quality Awareness, SFY 2015 (Air Quality Project) 

 RideSolutions, SFY 2015 (Ridesharing) 

 

5. Update the Land Use Model processes 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Work began on updates to the land use model for the next MTP update.  Staff fixed a few bugs in 

current land use model code in conjunction with the modeling work for insight2050. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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61013-001 

Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning 

Purpose 

This work element is the creation and maintenance of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and 

related activities.  The plan examines the region's transportation needs at least 20 years into the 

future and proposes a multimodal network to meet the region's needs.  Work includes 

implementation activities for the current plan: 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  This 

activity also includes coordination with local governments and other transportation agencies, 

participating in special long-range planning efforts, monitoring and reporting on federal and state 

transportation legislation, regulations, and policies, and integrating transportation into other regional 

planning efforts. 

 

Previous long-range plans were adopted in 1982, 1989, 1993, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2008 and 2012.  

MORPC has also worked with COTA on its long-range transit plans, which are incorporated into the 

long-range metropolitan transportation plan.  Other regional transportation planning efforts have 

included the regional thoroughfare plan completed in 2002, as well as several light-rail studies, the 

most recent of which was concluded in 2007. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 320,000 $ 40,000 $ 40,000 $ 400,000 

Revised Budget 

(12/31/2012)  

$ 384,000 $ 48,000 $ 48,000 $ 480,000 

Revised Budget 

(7/1/2013) 

   $ 518,929 

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 118,112 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 402,681 $ 520,793 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  100% 

Percentage of Work Completed  20% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Begin development of the 2016 Transportation Plan.  Prepare amendments to the 2012-

2035 MTP if needed 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 61014-001 for SFY 2014 activities.  
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2. Monitor federal and state planning requirements 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 61014-001 for SFY 2014 activities.  

 

3. Coordination with ODOT planning activities 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Participation continued on ODOT's Access Ohio 2040 long-range planning study.  See 61014-001 for 

additional activities.  

 

4. Complete long-range system studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 61014-001 for SFY 2014 activities.  

 

5. Scope and schedule for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2013 July 2013 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

An initial listing and schedule of major activities for the MTP was established.  Internal MTP 

coordination meetings were held monthly to discus scope of work and timeline for the MTP.  See 

61014-001 for additional information.  
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6. Modal Transportation Assessment 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2013 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity this period.  This will be done in conjunction within the normal Congestion Management 

Process of identifying and evaluating projects for the MTP. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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61014-001 

Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Planning 

Purpose 

This work element is the creation and maintenance of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and 

related activities.  The plan examines the region's transportation needs at least 20 years into the 

future and proposes a multimodal network to meet the region's needs.  Work includes 

implementation activities for the current plan: 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  This 

activity also includes coordination with local governments and other transportation agencies, 

participating in special long-range planning efforts, monitoring and reporting on federal and state 

transportation legislation, regulations, and policies, and integrating transportation into other regional 

planning efforts. 

 

Previous long-range plans were adopted in 1982, 1989, 1993, 1997, 2001, 2004, 2008 and 2012.  

MORPC has also worked with COTA on its long-range transit plans, which are incorporated into the 

long-range metropolitan transportation plan.  Other regional transportation planning efforts have 

included the regional thoroughfare plan completed in 2002 which is currently being updated, as well 

as several light-rail studies, the most recent of which was concluded in 2007. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 384,000 $ 48,000 $ 48,000 $ 480,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 406,837 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 406,837 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  84.8% 

Percentage of Work Completed  85% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  85% 

 

1. Continue development of the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  Prepare 

amendments to the 2012-2035 MTP if needed 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Progress made toward meeting the region’s transportation goals and targets established in the 

2012-2035 MTP was monitored and reported in MORPC’s annual State of the Region Report, and in 

a summary document called the MTP Report Card, both released in April 2014. 
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During review of TIP amendment requests, two ODOT projects were identified as requiring an 

amendment to the MTP because of a change in the scopes of those projects.  The two projects were: 

• 93497: I-71 from Stringtown Rd to SR 315  

• 25594: I-70 from Hilliard-Rome Rd to I-270  

 

Additional lanes on these freeway segments were not included in the 2012-2035 MTP adopted in 

May 2012.  

 

The following was initiated to amendments to the MTP: 

• Updating of the air quality conformity determination 

• Explanation of maintaining the MTP fiscal balance 

• Public notice and comment period of the MTP changes 

 

The CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committee were informed and our members were solicitied 

to see if there were other project amendments needed for the MTP.  No others were identified.  An 

information packet was put together to be available for a public comment period in summer 2014. 

 

Monthly internal MTP coordination meetings were held to discuss schedule and the various MTP 

tasks.  Existing and future land use assumptions were reviewed and adjusted, and scenario planning 

efforts began as part of the insight2050 project.  Efforts to ready the regional travel demand model 

and coordination on statewide modeling activities also occurred.  The region’s transportation goals 

established in the 2012-2035 MTP were reexamined and discussions on reaffirming these goals for 

the 2016-2040 Plan took place.  Much work to date in preparing future land use and modeling work 

is done through other work elements.  

2. Monitor federal and state planning requirements 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC reviewed the updated Functional Classification data for the region from ODOT and worked 

with our local communities to make significant changes.  The review process included an interactive 

web application tool for our communities to use to communicate proposed changes to the Functional 

Classification system.  Proposed changes were submitted to ODOT.  

 

Monitoring of the 9 interrelated rulemakings from FTA/FHWA to implement the performance 

provisions of MAP-21 continued.  The rulemaking process consisted of consultation, then a notice of 

proposed rulemaking (NPRM) appears in the Federal Register.  Individuals and entities have a 

chance to comment on the rules.  

 

MORPC staff was interviewed with regard to MORPC's 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

targets during a phone call with staff at USDOT's Volpe Center for inclusion as a noteworthy practice 

on their website. 
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3. Coordination with ODOT and local planning activities 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Participation continued in ODOT’s Acess Ohio 2040 process.  This included steering committee 

meetings, regional stakeholder meetings, commenting on the performance measures, commenting 

on the draft strategic investment priorities, and commenting on the draft plan.  Access Ohio 

information was presented to CAC, TAC and Policy Committee as well as publicized through other 

MORPC communications and website.  

 

Staff participated in the final Far East Freeway Study stakeholder meeting.  They presented the 

preferred alternative for each project.  As follow-up, staff attended a public workshop and provided 

comments on the 4 alternative designs for the US 33/Petzinger Road interchange modification 

project.  

 

The MORPC executive director is chair of the JET Task Force Transportation Working Group, which is 

an initiative of the City of Columbus.  The focus of the work group is in transportation linkages from 

downtown to the airport.  MORPC staff assisted in the preparation/work plan associated with the 

working group, including various benchmarking efforts with other airports.  Meetings of the work 

group were held on June 6, June 13, and June 27.  

 

Staff attended FHWA's Bottleneck Reduction Program workshop.  The workshop focused on low-cost, 

less time-consuming solutions for recurring congestion and provided general guidance on 

implementing a program specifically for those types of projects.  The workshop was attended by most 

of the major MPOs in the state as well as ODOT staff from various districts. 

 

ODOT's Statewide Freight Study was reviewed and comments/questions were submitted to ODOT. 

 

4. Complete long-range system studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Participation continued in COTA’s Cleveland Avenue BRT studies and transit system review.  

 

5. 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

May 2016      

 

 

Yearly Progress 

The process has not yet reached the stage of preparing the actual 2016-2040 MTP document.  

 

6. Modal Transportation Assessment 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

December 

2014 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No activity this period.  This will be done in conjunction within the normal Congestion Management 

Process of identifying and evaluating projects for the MTP. 

 

7. Thoroughfare Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Summer 

2014 
     

 

Yearly Progress 

The regional thoroughfare plan internal group met throughout the year.  Work continued on the 

“layered” approach for the thoroughfare plan.  Work continued on what the classifications and 

criteria would be for the various modal layers (passenger vehicles, freight, transit, bike, and 

pedestrian).  Data were compiled for the pilot area, and development and testing evaluation criteria 

for each mode progressed.   

 

8. Business Case and Support for Columbus to Chicago Passenger Rail 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014      
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Yearly Progress 

Bi-weekly conference calls with the Central Ohio and Ohio partners discussing steps to build off the 

TEMS feasibility study occurred throughout the year.  A Memorandum of Understanding for the 

communities along the corridor was drafted and circulated for review and comment.  A consultant 

was hired and created a summary document and materials and met with key community civic and 

business leaders about Chicago to Columbus passenger rail.  A separate consultant was also hired 

and completed a cost estimate of moving to the next step of project development (Tier I EIS).  

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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61014-002 

Transportation Public Involvement 

Purpose 

This work element is to prepare and conduct a public involvement process consistent with local 

needs and in conformance with state and federal requirements.  Additionally, this element is to 

ensure that the general public and its significant constituent parts have access to and are engaged 

in the development of transportation plans and programs.  This public involvement process also is 

being used to meet the public participation requirements for COTA's and DATA's program of projects. 

 

In 1995 MORPC adopted a Public Involvement Process (PIP), which incorporated a Citizen Advisory 

Committee in the MORPC committee structure.  In 1994 Executive Order 12898: Federal Actions to 

Address Environmental Justice (EJ) in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations was signed 

by President Clinton.  The PIP is undergoing an update in 2013.  

 

Over the years MORPC has undertaken a number of activities to involve the public, including: 

Biennial Reports, Regional Transportation Plan summaries, and quarterly newsletters. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 135,729 $ 16,966 $ 16,966 $ 169,661 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 95,382 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 95,382 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  56.2% 

Percentage of Work Completed  56.2% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Public Involvement Process 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) met July 8, September 9, September 30, November 4, 

and December 2, 2013 and January 6, February 3, March 3, March 31, April 28, and June 2, 2014.   
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Informational items presented to CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committees: Statewide CMAQ 

program update, Large MPO CMAQ program update, High-Crash lists, US 23/I-270 South 

interchange configuration, Active Traffic Demand management study, Functional Class update,  

Regional Sidewalk inventory, MORPC-Attributable Funding Program - Updated Principles & 

Procedures, FTA §5310 Designated Recipients, Metropolitan Transportation Plan amendment, Bike 

to Work, Bike/Pedestrian Count, Active Transportation Plan, Economic Impact of Trails Study, and 

insight2050.   

 

Proposed Resolutions were presented and approved: T-12-13: “Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 

2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program,” T-14-13: "Accepting the PWP Completion Report 

for State Fiscal Year 2013," T-13-13: “Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program,” T-15-13: “Authorizing the Executive Director to Enter into an 

Agreement with the Central Ohio Transit Authority and Delaware County Transit Board Regarding FTA 

Funding in the Columbus Urbanized Area," T-16-13: "Amending the SFY 2014 Planning Work 

Program to Add a New Activity to Investigate High-Speed Passenger Rail Service between Columbus 

and Chicago," T-17-13: "Amending the SFY 2014 Planning Work Program to Modify Two Existing 

Work Elements and Add One New Work Element," T-18-13: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 

2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program Federal Funding Bylaws Changes," T-20-13: 

"Amending the Bylaws of the Federal Funding Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission," T-21-13: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2014-2017 Transportation 

Improvement Program," T-22-13: "Amending the SFY 2014 Planning Work Program to Add Work 

Element #66564-000," T-1-14: “Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2012-2015 Transportation 

Improvement Program,” T-5-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2012-2015 Transportation 

Improvement Program," T-7-14: "Acceptance of the MORPC Fiscal Year 2015 Planning Work 

Program," T-8-14: "Certification of the MORPC Metropolitan Transportation Planning Process," and  

T-8-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program."  

 

2. Conduct special public involvement processes as needed 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff met to discuss public involvement efforts for the MPO boundary change and the Economic 

Impact of Trails Study. 

 

COTA informational items presented to CAC and TAC: COTA Update, COTA Transit System Review 

Update, and the COTA Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  

 

ODOT informational items presented to CAC and TAC: TRAC overview and updates, Access Ohio 

Public Participation, ODOT Studies Update, and ODOT’s Ohio Statewide Transit Study. 

 

3. MORPC will execute the 2013 update to the Public Involvement Plan. 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

June 2013 June 2013 N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Completed in 2013. 

 

4. Invite and encourage public input into the transportation planning process. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The following press releases were distributed to the local media:$3.3 Million of Clean Ohio 

Conservation Funds Available for Franklin County; OPWC’s Public Works Integrating Committee 

awards over $29 Million to 11 Projects; MORPC Hosts Walking Blind Audit October 30 in Downtown 

Columbus; Join MORPC’s Walking Blind Audit October 30 in Downtown Columbus; MORPC Partners 

with ODOT and City of Columbus on Safe School Transportation Plan; MORPC Appreciates Governor’s 

Support for Central Ohio Transportation Projects; TRAC Approves Nearly $800M for Central Ohio 

Transportation Projects; MORPC Seeks Comments on Draft Changes to Federal-Aid Highway System 

Functional Classifications; MORPC Announces New Director of Transportation Systems and Funding; 

and MORPC and Central Ohio Stakeholders initiate planning for Active Transportation.  

 

The following topics were posted on Facebook: Paving the Way: Central Ohio Road Construction; 

RideSolutions and the Committee for Better Schools; Safe Routes to Schools; The Active 

Transportation Plan; ODOT District 6 video - animating the US 23 trench; The new director of 

Transportation Systems and Funding; ODOT survey - how would you improve transit in your 

community; MORPC's Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2014 Report Card; The future of 

transportation in Central Ohio article by Columbus CEO; Longtime transportation director and 36-year 

veteran of MORPC retires; ColumbusUnderground.com's Transportation Year in Review; 

Enhancements from COTA and improvements to the I-70/71 corridor; Columbus Metropolitan 

Clubforum, "A Fresh Look at Transportation Alternatives;" ODOT video - Mound Street Connector; 

Transportation Review Advisory Council approved funding for Central Ohio projects; RideSolutions 

shares the Guaranteed Ride Home program; MORPC bike/pedestrian counts; MORPC blind walk 

audit; MORPC celebrates international Car Free Day; Bike sharing; Team MORPC joined the mayor for 

Bike to Work Week and Share the Road campaign; COTA Dump the Pump; Ohio Bicycling Awareness 

Day; House Transportation Committee vote on House Bill 145; ODOT seeks public input on Ohio bike 

route; Thank you COTA drivers in recognition of Transit Driver Appreciation Day; Central Ohio at 

Transit Columbus' Annual Board Meeting; COTA Transit System Review; January Service Changes; 

May Service Changes; COTA short survey; Air Quality Alert; COTA's Transit Review public meetings; 

COTA 2013 service changes; COTA and New Albany park and ride; and Transit Columbus started 

petition to bring high-speed rail to Central Ohio. 
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https://www.facebook.com/PavingTheWayOH
https://www.facebook.com/PavingTheWayOH
https://www.facebook.com/PavingTheWayOH
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusCEOmag
https://www.facebook.com/ColsUnderground
https://www.facebook.com/cotabus
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Metropolitan-Club/88748144159
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Metropolitan-Club/88748144159
https://www.facebook.com/morpcridesolutions
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/bikecolumbus/photos/a.135303169820998.20255.122757591075556/616219175062726/?type=1


The following Regional eSource articles were distributed: CMC Forum to feature MORPC, COTA & 

CoGo; First Air Quality Alert of the Season Issued for Central Ohio; State Transportation Plan invests 

in Central Ohio; Community Volunteers lend diverse insight to MORPC Committee; TRAC Approves 

Funding for Central Ohio Transportation Projects; Walk Audit Event to highlight Pedestrian Facilities 

Design; Plan will make School Travel Safer; CMC Forum to focus on Infrastructure; Input Needed on 

ODOT Transit Study; Stakeholder Committee to provide input on Sustaining Scioto Study; MORPC 

responds to Rail Petition; MORPC, Metro Parks promote Clean Air; COTA Public Meeting addresses 

Service Changes; MORPC releases 2013 Air Quality Report; COTA Service Changes Implemented – 

Fare Discounts Offered; MORPC Transportation Director Robert Lawler Retiring; COTA Bus Rapid 

Transit Public Meeting Scheduled; MORPC's Bob Lawler Recognized for Service; Biking Resources 

available at MORPC.org; 2014 ODOT TRAC Applications; MORPC's Nancy Reger weighs in on Region's 

Baby Boom; Central Ohio Organizations partner for Bike to Work Day; Volunteers Needed for 

Bike/Pedestrian Counts; I-270/US 33 Interchange Project Plans Unveiled; Campaign aims to 

Improve Air Quality in Central Ohio; insight2050 project exploring Growth in Central Ohio; New 

Columbus Metro Bike Map Now Available; Columbus forms Task Force to focus on Airport 

Opportunities; and MORPC announces new Transportation Systems & Funding Director. 

 

Transportation Connections was developed and distributed to neighborhood associations, civic 

groups, resource agencies, libraries, MORPC committees and churches in the transportation 

planning area. 

 

Information on the 2014 Transportation Report Card, insight2050, RideSolutions and Air Quality was 

distributed at MORPC's 2014 annual luncheon via thumb drive.   

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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62524-000 

Assistance to Public and Members 

Purpose 

This element is to provide planning data and maps to public agencies and private concerns 

responsible for implementation of transportation projects, community development or commerce.  

Additionally, this element is to provide travel demand forecasting and transportation analysis 

assistance to members and ODOT in the development of their projects.  Finally, upon request, review 

development impact studies and other studies conducted by or for local government members. 

 

Funding Source FHWA ODOT MORPC TOTAL 

Percent 80% 10% 10% 100% 

Original Budget $ 40,000 $ 5,000 $ 5,000 $ 50,000 

Revised Budget ()      

Revised Budget ()     

Balance at 6/30/14     

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 50,210 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 50,210 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  100.4% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

 

1. Respond to requests for information 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous 

and upon 

request 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff facilitated four meetings of the Boundaries Discussion Task Force.  The Task Force made a 

recommendation on the geography of the MORPC membership and programming area boundaries to 

the Executive Committee.  The Task Force directed staff to meet with potential new MPO member 

communities to discuss questions and concerns with becoming a part of the MPO. 

 

Approximately 200 requests for information were processed.  MORPC instituted a new approach for 

monitoring and tracking requests through an on-line tool called Trello.  This tool allows requests to be 

logged in and monitored through completion, similar to a ticket system used by an IT department.  
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Staff gave a presentation to Trinity Lutheran Seminary students.  The presentation focused on details 

of MORPC's transportation planning work with additional emphasis on Complete Streets, and on 

changing demographic trends and related needs.  A presentation was also made to the City of 

Westerville to support its comprehensive planning efforts. 

 

2. Conduct special transportation studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Upon request N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Special transportation studies are reported in other work elements, such as 60114-001. 

 

3. Review plans of proposed developments and rezonings for impact on regional land use 

forecasts and the transportation system 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Upon request N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff reviewed the draft Brown Township Comprehensive Plan, made comments, and coordinated 

comments from other staff members' review of the plan in order to give them to Franklin County 

Economic Development & Planning staff.  Main themes of staff comments included bike and 

pedestrian facilities, Central Ohio Green Pact references, and local foods considerations. 

 

Staff reviewed the draft Northland I Plan Update, made comments, and coordinated comments from 

other staff members' review of the plan in order to give them to Columbus Planning staff.  Comments 

mostly focused on suggesting making clarifications on statements, and suggesting adding 

references to some of MORPC's existing planning documents. 

 

Staff participated in the Columbus Bicentennial Bikeways Plan Technical Advisory Group.  Staff and 

other meeting participants reviewed drafts of the plan and provided comments.  Topics included the 

project scope and relationship to Columbus’ Multimodal Transportation Plan; Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Count Strategy and Final 2014 Count Program; Market Survey Analysis; Benchmarking and 

Recommendations Report; Bikeway Program Evaluation Methodology Report; and Education and 

Encouragement Campaign. 

 

MORPC maintains a Development Map on its website, where new and ongoing development 

information is displayed.  In addition, MORPC maintains data files on new residential subdivisions 

and residential building permits. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None. 
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66501-000 

Economic Impact of Trails 

Purpose 

As the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the central Ohio region, MORPC has a history of 

promoting a balanced transportation system, including bicycling, walking, and transit use.  While its 

Complete Streets Policy has served as a model for other MPOs across the country, MORPC also 

recognizes the importance of off-street biking and walking facilities as crucial components of a 

comprehensive non-motorized transportation system.  

 

In addition to its role in the physical development of the trail system, MORPC coordinates the Central 

Ohio Greenways and Trails Group, which focuses on promoting trail development in the region.  The 

need for better data and education tools related to trail development is a frequent topic of 

discussion.  As such, MORPC is interested in preparing a study of the economic impact of trails in our 

region that can be shared with decision makers. 

 

Funding Source STP Local TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 80,000 $ 20,000 $ 100,000 

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 15,000 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 15,000 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  15% 

Percentage of Work Completed  15% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  15% 

 

1. Study of the Economic Impact of Trails 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

June 2015      

 

Yearly Progress 

In the summer of 2013, MORPC worked with a project steering committee to evaluate several 

proposals for the Economic Impact of Trails study.  Project and funding partners include several 

different jurisdictions, Metroparks, and Rails to Trails.  The group selected the University of 

Minnesota as the project's lead consultant. 

 

In January 2014, a kickoff meeting was held to discuss the project scope and next actions, including 

locations and methods for trail counts this summer.  

 

48 



The Steering Committee met again in spring of 2014 to discuss the trail monitoring component of 

the project.  Several of the project partners will set up automated counters on over 70 segments of 

trails for 7-day periods between May and October.  Committee members discussed the distribution of 

count responsibilities, procedures, and other next steps.  

 

By the end of June, nearly 50 percent of all trail segment counts were completed.  The consultants 

have also started analyzing the property values along trails and worked with MORPC staff on the 

draft intercept survey questions.  The surveys will be conducted throughout this summer and have 

been sent for review to the steering committee.  The next quarterly meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

July 28th. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None. 
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66502-000 

Rural Transportation Planning Partnership 

Purpose 

This work element is to partner with a rural planning organization as selected by ODOT and mentor 

them in conducting transportation planning in their region.  This includes guiding them through the 

development of a transportation planning document similar to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

required of MPOs.  This would include consultation with local officials and the public and developing 

transportation expertise within the rural planning organization. 

 

Since the early 1990s, ODOT has been informally consulting with elected officials in rural Ohio in the 

development of the STIP.  In order to formalize these communication streams and enhance the 

statewide planning process, ODOT has initiated a Rural Transportation Planning Organization Pilot 

Program, which will evaluate the benefits of adding transportation planning processes to existing 

multi-county regional planning agencies’ planning programs.  ODOT solicited for interested rural 

agencies in the fall of 2012 and will begin the Pilot Program on July 1, 2013, and it will last for a 

period of two (2) years. 

 

Funding Source ODOT Federal TOTAL 

Percent 20% 80% 100% 

Original Budget $ 50,000 $ 200,000 $ 250,000 

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 10,031 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 10,031 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  4% 

Percentage of Work Completed  4% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  25% 

 

1. Mentor a rural planning organization as selected by ODOT 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2015      

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff met several times with our Rural Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) partners at 

Buckeye Hills – Hocking Valley Regional Development District to discuss their comprehensive 

transportation plan, its draft goals/objectives, and data needed to report on their region's existing  
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conditions.  This included two meetings with their TAC and CAC presenting information on an MPO’s 

transportation planning process.  The Buckeye Hills PIP document was reviewed and comments 

provided to them.  Staff also attended progress meetings among all of the RTPOs and their mentor 

MPOs. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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66505-000 

Ongoing Local Planning 

Purpose 

Identify local planning efforts to be coordinated with the transportation planning process. 

 

MORPC annually reviews active plans with local governments and planning agencies to ensure 

current information is on hand for reference during transportation study activities.  A library of plans 

is maintained and a catalog of the plans is kept and made available on line through the MORPC 

DataPort website.  

 

MORPC and local agencies have undertaken numerous studies over the years that affect the 

transportation system.  This element expresses MORPC's effort to coordinate planning activities and 

data collection with the ongoing efforts of other communities. 

 

Funding Source   None 

Percent    

Original Budget    

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  N/A 

Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

 

1. Integrate local planning efforts into MORPC's regional transportation planning processes 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

As previously mentioned under 60514-001, MORPC uses local land use plans to create its base 

material for preparing land use forecasts to be used in the travel demand model for the 2016-2040 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan and various traffic studies as required. 

 

2. Increase number of Safe Routes to School/Walk-to-School efforts 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60114-003. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None. 
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66538-000 

Regional Development I 

Purpose 

This element expands upon the strategies outlined in the Regional Connections Report (2004).  It 

includes engaging with local governments to encourage sustainable development patterns and 

transportation investments.  This project is expected to build recognition of how local decisions 

impact the regional transportation system. 

 

Funding Source STP Other TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 480,000 $ 120,000 $ 600,000 

Revised Budget 

(11/14/2013)  

$ 376,000 $ 94,000 $ 470,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 49,884 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 399,301 $ 449,185 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended 85% 10.6% 

Percentage of Work Completed  10.6% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Public educational opportunities regarding sustainable development and its impact on the 

transportation system 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff met with the Columbus Realtors to discuss delivery of the zoning and permitting lookup tools 

before the end of 2013.  The Central Ohio Zoning and Permitting Tool and its whitepaper were 

launched in 2014.  Permit fee search functionality was added in the summer. 

 

2. Advance sustainable development 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014 July 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

Attended a ULI Columbus District Council forum on "The Burbs: Shifting the Built Environment."  

Panelists discussed the market demands for more compact, integrated living and working 

environments beyond Downtown Columbus.  Notably, they discussed the needed role for public 

transit in helping create and connect these centers. 

 

3. A fiscal impact tool for local communities to use to rationalize land development decisions in 

relation to the transportation system 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

In coordination with the budet adjustment made in November 2013, this concept was moved to 

project 66565-000.  

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None. 
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66551-000 

Regional Development III 

Purpose 

This work element is to develop the references, tools, policy, and expertise necessary for local 

governments to implement sustainable land development patterns that effectively integrate the 

transportation system.  This will result in a sustainable transportation network by providing evidence 

and information to decision makers regarding the economic and environmental benefits including 

long-term air quality attainment, associated with local land development decisions. 

 

Funding Source STP Local TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 560,000 $ 140,000 $ 700,000 

Revised Budget 

(11/14/2013)  

$ 264,000 $ 66,000 $ 330,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE?  Yes x No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure 0 0 

Project-to-Date Expenditure 0 0 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  0% 

Half Percentage of Work Completed  0% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Local adoption of sustainable growth goals and objectives by communities that include 

specific outcomes associated with transportation investments 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

This activity has not begun due to lack of matching funds. 

 

2. Education program for local officials 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

This activity has not begun due to lack of matching funds. 

 

3. Web-Based Education & Resource Clearinghouse 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

N/A      

 

Yearly Progress 

This activity has not begun due to lack of matching funds. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: This activity has not begun due to lack of matching 

funds. 
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66552-000 

Freight Trends Study 

Purpose 

The purpose of the study is to help demonstrate the importance of freight-related facilities to the well 

being of central Ohio.  The study will focus on the impact the freight industry (globally and locally) has 

on the region’s infrastructure, with particular attention paid to the Rickenbacker area.  The study will 

demonstrate the need for infrastructure improvements, and by doing so lay the groundwork for 

justifying future private and public funding opportunities.  Furthermore, this study will explore central 

Ohio’s role in the global supply chain. 

 

Funding Source STP TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 200,000 $ 200,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE?  Yes x No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  0 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 116,819 $ 116,819 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended 58% 0% 

Percentage of Work Completed 55% 0% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed 55% 55% 

 

1. Freight Trend Report 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

December 

2012 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

This study was delayed due to issues with consultant staff turnover and invoicing-related problems.  

MORPC continues to work to resolve the issues.  As the technical study is nearly complete, MORPC is 

looking to complete the report in-house. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: The study had been delayed due to issues with 

consultant staff turnover and invoicing-related problems.  MORPC continues to work to resolve the 

issues.  As the technical study is nearly complete, MORPC is looking to complete the report in-house. 
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66562-000 

Supplemental Planning SFY13 

Purpose 

This work element includes research and planning efforts that are required to fulfill MPO planning 

and project implementation responsibilities by leveraging funds through local partnerships.  The 

project includes five elements: 

1. Promote the advancement of transportation projects that use MORPC-attributable federal funds 

by supplementing monitoring and coordination efforts.  

2. Support travel demand modeling applications through the acquisition of necessary traffic counts 

and speed data.  

3. Develop technical tools and data sets for promoting data sharing and availability. 

4. Provide planning data, travel demand forecasting, and transportation analysis assistance to 

members upon request for studies conducted by or for local governments. 

5. Cost/ Benefit analysis for converting fleets to compressed natural gas fuel. 

 

Funding Source STP Local TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 250,000 $ 62,500 $ 312,500 

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE?  Yes x No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 248,254 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 2,729 $ 250,983 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended 1% 79% 

Percentage of Work Completed 1% 80% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed 1% 81% 

 

1. Regular reports to members and MORPC committees on project delivery 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 60214-000 for activity. 

 

2. Traffic counts for approximately 200 locations 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

December 

2013 
     

 

Yearly Progress 

To better match the mid-census validation year of 2015, this activity was delayed to the fall of 2014. 

 

3. Website for accessing demographic, economic, and transportation-related data 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

June 2013 September 

2013 
N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC coordinated with Community Research Partners to integrate ‘weave’ software into a website 

for accessing data on the Internet.  Worked to re-organize and republish the interactive maps using 

ArcGIS online web application templates.  These replaced the existing maps as they appear on the 

dataport.  

 

4. Provide special services and conduct special transportation studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As Needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

At the request of Perry Township, Columbus and Worthington, MORPC conducted a traffic study of SR 

161 from Sawmill Road to SR 315.  Work included conducting traffic counts, reviewing land use 

projections for the area, forecasting future traffic and performing level-of-service analysis for the 

corridor.  Several one-page progress reports were provided throughout the study and a technical 

memo was prepared documenting all of the anlaysis. 

 

5. CNG cost-benefit analysis of two local government fleets and two private small and mid-sized 

fleets. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

It was decided not to pursue this activity. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: See discussion on delay of traffic count collection. 
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66563-000 

Supplemental Planning SFY14 

Purpose 

This work element includes research and planning efforts that are required to fulfill MPO planning 

and project implementation responsibilities by leveraging funds through local partnerships.  The 

project includes five elements: 

1. Promote the advancement of transportation projects that use MORPC-attributable federal funds 

by supplementing monitoring and coordination efforts.  

2. Support travel demand modeling applications through the acquisition of necessary traffic counts 

and speed data.  

3. Develop technical tools and data sets for promoting data sharing and availability. 

4. Provide planning data, travel demand forecasting, and transportation analysis assistance to 

members upon request for studies conducted by or for local governments. 

5. Update the regional ITS architecture to define the intelligent transportation systems and their 

interconnections and information exchanges between each of them in Central Ohio. 

 

Funding Source STP Local TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 250,000 $ 62,500 $ 312,500 

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE?  Yes x No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure 0 0 

Project-to-Date Expenditure 0 0 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  0% 

Percentage of Work Completed  0% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Regular reports to members and MORPC committees on project delivery 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Continuous N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 

 

2. Traffic counts for approximately 200 locations 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

June 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 

 

3. Regional Data Hub 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

June 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 

 

4. Provide special services and conduct special transportation studies 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

As Needed N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 

 

5. Update the Regional ITS Architecture 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Summer 

2014 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action:  Due to sufficient funds in 66562-000, this activity 

was not initiated and the work element cancelled. 
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66565-000 

Regional Growth Impact Analysis 

Purpose 

In order to better understand the transportation, environmental, public health, and fiscal impact of 

current and future land development decisions, MORPC is interested in creating good analytical tools 

and highly transparent and reliable data that can objectively assess the impacts of such projected 

growth across a variety of key metrics.  These metrics would include VMT, fuel consumed, 

infrastructure costs, and emissions, among others. 

 

Funding Source STP Local TOTAL 

Percent 80% 20% 100% 

Original Budget $ 400,000 $ 100,000 $ 500,000 

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 177,020 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 177,020 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  35% 

Percentage of Work Completed  35% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  35% 

 

1. Regional Growth Impact Analysis 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Fall 2014 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC worked with a group of regional stakeholders to issue a Request for Proposals, review 

proposals, select finalists, interview finalists, and select a consultant for the Regional Growth Impact 

Analysis.  The group selected a consultant team led by Calthorpe Associates. 

 

MORPC invited over 30 individuals to join the project steering committee.  These individuals 

represent a variety of areas throughout the region in both the public and private sectors, as well as a 

variety of professions, including transportation, transit, and planning. 

 

The first steering committee meeting in March served as the official start of insight2050 (formerly 

known as the Regional Growth Impact Analysis).  MORPC staff introduced the importance of 

insight2050 and gave some background about the project.  Calthorpe Associates introduced the 

process and method it will use to analyze the impacts of potential future regional growth scenarios. 
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insight2050 was publicly introduced at MORPC’s State of the Region event where Peter Calthorpe, 

the project's lead consultant, was the keynote speaker.  Along with its public launch, staff published 

the website for insight2050: www.morpc.org/insight2050.  MORPC also hired Fahlgren Mortine as its 

communications consultant for the project. 

 

MORPC staff have been working with the project consultants to supply key data needed to calibrate 

the “RapidFire” model to Central Ohio.  The data include information from MORPC’s land use 

allocation model and travel demand model, as well as other demographic and environmental data. 

 

The second steering committee meeting in June covered the different growth scenarios and how they 

were developed.  The project consultants provided more information on the three place types – 

urban, compact, and standard – that are evaluated by the RapidFire model. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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66713-001 

Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY13 

Purpose 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies have shown effectiveness in reducing traffic 

congestion and environmental pollution caused by motor vehicles.  TDM refers to a series of 

measures promoting alternatives to the single-occupancy vehicle (SOV) by maximizing the use of the 

existing transportation infrastructure.  These measures include carpooling, vanpooling, public 

transportation, walking, bicycling, telecommuting, and compressed work weeks.  

 

MORPC’s program RideSolutions has a long history of addressing these issues.  The program has 

been in existence since the 1980’s with a clear mission of reducing use of single-occupancy vehicles 

(SOVs) while traveling to and from work or job training.  In order to address the individual commuter’s 

needs, RideSolutions provides customized alternative transportation programs. 

 

Funding Source CMAQ TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 715,000 $ 715,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 144,856 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 570,144 $ 715,000 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  100% 

Percentage of Work Completed 80% 20% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Public education and ridematching services 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66714-001 for SFY 2014 activities. 
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2. Increased ridesharing and TDM acceptance 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66714-001 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

3. Monthly reports for National Transit Database 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66714-001 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

4. Program evaluation and strategic plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66714-001 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

5. Increased number of community-based and school pool projects 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

See 66714-001 for SFY 2014 activities. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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66714-001 

Transportation Services (Ridesharing) SFY14 

Purpose 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies have shown effectiveness in reducing traffic 

congestion and environmental pollution caused by motor vehicles.  TDM refers to a series of 

measures promoting alternatives to the single-occupancy vehicle (SOV) by maximizing the use of the 

existing transportation infrastructure.  These measures include carpooling, vanpooling, public 

transportation, walking, bicycling, telecommuting, and compressed work weeks.  

 

MORPC’s program RideSolutions has a long history of addressing these issues.  The program has 

been in existence since the 1980’s with a clear mission of reducing use of single-occupancy vehicles 

(SOVs) while traveling to and from work or job training.  In order to address the individual commuter’s 

needs, RideSolutions provides customized alternative transportation programs. 

 

Funding Source CMAQ TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 715,000 $ 715,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

 This Year 

Expenditure   $ 406,802 

Project-to-Date Expenditure   $ 406,802 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  0% 56.9% 

Percentage of Work Completed  0% 56.9% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed    

 

1. Build TDM awareness and participation by commuters. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

RS staff continues to work aggressively to reduce the number of people who drive alone to and from 

work.  The program is focused on connecting the commuter to ridesharing opportunities, assisting 

employers in developing and implementing employee transportation services, and linking 

communities to needed transportation resources.  
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Staff is using TDM trends and metrics to build and retain relationships/partnerships.  We are using 

these opportunities to cultivate and promote new services, increase marketing outlets, and leverage 

additional outreach territory.   

 

TDM partnerships, employer and community collaborations remain a priority for staff.  The program 

set and accomplished many new milestones through this year.  RS staff created and implemented 

the Greener Workplace Roundtable, van shuttle program for Harrison College, and the first year 

completion of NTD reporting. 

 

2. Increase ridesharing and TDM acceptance by employers and universities. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

RS started its first vanpool shuttle program with Harrison College.  RS continues to grow, maintain 

and support the vanpool fleet at The Ohio State University.  The program engaged in 150 plus 

transportation and outreach events, and staff administered 3 employer transportation behavior 

surveys.  Led the efforts of numerous employer relocation plans, and encouraged 33 plus new TDM 

employers’ partnerships.  

 

RS team is using new national TDM trends to assist in creating strong targeted messaging to 

influence and engage employers, educational institutions, and diverse communities.  RS staff 

created and implemented its first TDM-driven employer roundtable initiative.  The initiative is 

showing positive impacts in the car and vanpool services.    

 

3. Monthly reports to the National Transit Database 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

RS completed its first full year of NTD reporting.  Staff is working directly with the commuters in 

recording and collecting vanpool miles.  This program is helping to meet the transportation needs of 

new commuters, and it helps MORPC to retain seasoned vanpoolers.  The tracking and document 

create an opportunity for RS staff to better engage the vanpool drivers and riders.  Staff uses the 

positive feedback, experiences, and relationships of the vanpool participants as effective marketing 

strategies.   
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4. Promote TDM services in diverse and underserved populations. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

 

 

Yearly Progress 

RS gained ground in establishing and connecting commuters to reliable and cost-effective 

transportation opportunities.  Staff gathered numerous employers, human service agencies, and 

community liaisons to discuss and develop a pilot program that would link the qualified employees to 

their worksite.  This transportation model is expanded to meet the many needs of the diverse 

populations that are served.  Many sustainable job opportunties are scattered throughout the 12 

counties to which RS staff is delivering needed transportation options.  Many of the commuters are 

seeking transportation options for 2nd and 3rd shift employment.    

 

5. Program evaluation and strategic plan implementation 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

RS staff continues to use the strategic plan, national TDM trends, and the external transportation 

needs of commuters that travel to and from work alone.  The goal of implementing several 

recommendations from the strategic plan is to create messages and monitor TDM behaviors.  RS 

uses various tools to help build, revamp, and evaluate numerous projects that sustain and change 

the commute behavior.  

 

RS continues to evaluate the TDM services and programs that RS offers throughout the 12 counties.  

Staff is using several vetted TDM industry measurement tools to help to determine how, when and 

why the implementation of a transportation plan is needed.   

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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66730-000 

Air Quality Awareness SFY12-13 

Purpose 

The purpose of this work element is to administer a year-round daily air quality forecast service that 

tracks and reports air quality to the public and media and increases community and media 

awareness about air quality and its effects on our environment, health, transportation, energy and 

economy.  This activity also works to reduce mobile emissions primarily through marketing and 

coordination with the Energy and Air Quality Working Group, local governments and other agencies to 

implement mobile source emission-reduction strategies. 

 

Background: In 2000, MORPC created the Central Ohio Ozone Action Program as a proactive means 

of addressing the region’s growing air quality issues.  In 2003, MORPC formed the Air Quality 

Committee and expanded the forecasting program to include particle pollution and worked with U.S. 

EPA to develop year-round air quality forecasting for central Ohio.  In 2005, MORPC coordinated the  

Mid-Ohio Diesel Project, a collaborative effort of industry, non-governmental organizations, and 

diesel equipment owners to develop control strategies to reduce mobile source diesel emissions in 

central Ohio’s nonattainment counties.  Since 2007, nearly 30 MORPC local-government members 

have signed onto the Central Ohio Green Pact, which includes a “Greener Public Fleets” goal.   

MORPC serves as a resource for Green Pact communities that request assistance in implementing 

this goal.  In 2008, MORPC joined business, environmental and health groups in the Ohio Diesel 

Coalition 

 

Funding Source CMAQ TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 500,000 $ 500,000 

Revised Budget ()    

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 147,013 

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 352,987 $ 500,000 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended 70% 30% 

Percentage of Work Completed  100% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. A year-round, daily air quality forecasting and alert system 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Yearly Progress 

In SFY 2013, MORPC’s Air Quality Awareness Program continued to provide services in the areas of 

public outreach, diesel-emission reduction projects, and environmental policy development.  The 

program issued daily air quality forecasts and 14 Air Quality Alerts to the public for ozone and 

particle pollution between July 1, 2012 and June 30 2013, and maintained the Central Ohio Air 

Quality Hotline.  Monthly air quality flyers recapping the previous month’s air quality were posted to 

MORPC’s air quality website each month.  From July 1, 2012 to June 30 2013, 102 individuals were 

enrolled to receive Air Quality Alerts via Enviroflash e-mail subscription. 

 

2. Engage stakeholders and the public to improve central Ohio’s air quality primarily with regard 

to mobile sources 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The program coordinated public outreach events and media interviews to educate residents about 

the health impacts of air pollution and actions that they can take to reduce pollution.  Highlights 

include Car Free Day on September 21, 2012 and the final months of the Five Days of Freedom 

campaign.  The Five Days of Freedom campaign, which started in April 2012, concluded on October 

31, 2012.  The campaign encouraged Central Ohio residents to take a pledge not to drive alone for 

five days of one week to improve air quality and reduce the number of vehicles on the road.  By 

October 31, 2012, 550 residents pledged to avoid driving alone for five days out of one week of their 

choosing.  

 

The program produced radio spots, media outreach, and coordinated air-friendly exhibitors and 

participants for the Clean Air Fair held during EPA’s Air Quality Awareness Week on May 3rd.  A 

follow-up survey to Clean Air Fair visitors indicated that for the vast majority (88%) it was their first 

time at the event, with the favorite activity reported to be viewing the exhibits on display from groups 

such as COTA, the Ohio Environmental Council, and Columbus Public Health. 

 

The program began developing a campaign to provide custom ride-sharing and commuter solutions 

to area businesses in addition to assistance with facility needs in the service of improved air quality.  

In January, a partnership with ABC6 and Panera was established to promote the initiative and 

provide incentives and meals for meetings and events.  A list of potential employer partners was 

developed and selected based on mapping in order to target a neighborhood corridor.  This will mean 

that employers and businesses representing a close geographic area will be able to improve their 

community’s air quality and competitiveness as a worksite. 

 

The Air Quality program and the RideSolutions program hosted a focus group in April 2013 to 

facilitate a conversation about proposed employer-focused programs.  Representatives were from 

COSI, AEP, Nationwide Children’s Hospital, and the City of Columbus. 
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3. Improved environmental performance of Central Ohio public and private on-road fleets 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff completed the Ohio Clean Diesel Collaborative Project II, a $400,000 Diesel Emission 

Reduction Act (DERA) grant.  Staff administered subawards to five diesel fleets to purchase and 

install new emissions control technology on 64 in-use diesel engines.  As a result, the project will 

eliminate 201 tons of NOx pollution and 10 tons of PM2.5 pollution over the remaining life of the 64 

diesel engines. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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66731-000 

Air Quality Awareness SFY14 

Purpose 

The purpose of this work element is to administer a year-round daily air quality forecast service that 

tracks and reports air quality to the public and media and increases community and media 

awareness about air quality and its effects on our environment, health, transportation, energy and 

economy.  This activity also works to reduce mobile source emissions primarily through marketing 

and coordination with the Energy and Air Quality Working Group, local governments and other 

agencies to implement mobile source emission-reduction strategies. 

 

Funding Source CMAQ TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 368,750 $ 368,750 

Revised Budget ()    

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  $ 110,790 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  $ 110,790 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  30% 

Percentage of Work Completed  30% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. A year-round, daily air quality forecasting and alert system 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

In SFY 2014, MORPC’s Air Quality Awareness Program continued to provide services in the areas of 

public outreach, diesel-emission reduction projects, and environmental policy development.  The 

program issued daily air quality forecasts and two Air Quality Alerts to the public for ozone and 

particle pollution between July 1, 2013 and June 30 2014, and maintained the Central Ohio Air 

Quality Hotline.  Monthly air quality flyers recapping the previous month’s air quality were posted to 

MORPC’s air quality website each month.  From July 1, 2013 to June 30 2014, 90 individuals were 

enrolled to receive Air Quality Alerts via Enviroflash e-mail subscription.  
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2. Engage stakeholders and the public to improve central Ohio’s air quality primarily concerning 

mobile sources 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The program coordinated public outreach events and media interviews to educate residents about 

the health impacts of air pollution and actions that they can take to reduce pollution.  Highlights 

include Franklin County Commissioners Info Expo events and the Breathing Association’s Better 

Breathing Clubs.  

 

In coordination with the Environment and Planning Department, the Air Quality Department 

coordinated and hosted a Regional Education Forum on April 30, 2014 entitled “Be Air Aware and 

Act to Protect Your Health” at MORPC.  Speakers included Richard Hicks of Columbus Public Health, 

Joyce Johnson of the Breathing Association, and representatives from COGO bikeshare and Car2Go 

carshare and MORPC RideSolutions. 

 

MORPC Air Quality staff developed an online pledge called “Take Five for Clean Air,” tailored toward 

governments, businesses, and individuals.  For each “track,” there is a menu of relevant air-friendly 

actions.  By committing to five of these actions, the entity will be recognized by MORPC for its efforts 

in improving regional air quality.  MORPC will provide each pledging entity with access to resources 

about air-friendly actions as needed.  Take Five for Clean Air was launched at the April 30th 

educational forum.  By June 30, 2014, 4 total employers (3 businesses and 1 local government) had 

committed to “Taking Five.” 

 

3. Engage employers to improve entral Ohio’s air quality 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

July 2014      

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC hosted three Greener Workplace Roundtables.  A list of potential employer partners was 

developed and selected based on mapping in order to target a neighborhood corridor.  Employers 

and businesses representing a close geographic area will be able to improve their community’s air 

quality and competitiveness as a worksite.  Employers at all levels learned and shared strategies and 

were introduced to new tools and information on improving an organization’s transportation and air 

quality footprint.  MORPC staff members followed up with employers to create a custom plan for 

improvement.  Attendees heard updates regarding impacts of COGO, the city’s new bikeshare, the 

670/71 project, Car2Go carshare, and COTA.  
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4. Increase use of alternative fuels and infrastructure 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

The Air Quality Program submitted its final report for the Ohio Clean Diesel Collaborative Project.  

This project improved the emissions performance of 64 in-use diesel engines operating in Ohio.  

Using U.S. EPA’s Diesel Emissions Quantifier, the estimated lifetime emissions reduction outcomes 

are: 201 tons of NOx, almost 10 tons of PM2.5, almost 9 tons of HC, 38 tons of CO, and 5,029 tons of 

CO2.  The average total project cost effectiveness is $3,596 and $152,490 per ton of NOx and PM2.5 

reduced, respectively. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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67401-000 

Ongoing COTA Activities 

Purpose 

This work element is for coordination with COTA to ensure adherence to federal and state 

requirements and for the facilitation of effective transit services in the COTA service area, mainly in 

Franklin County and in portions of adjacent counties.  

 

MORPC assists COTA in preparation of the long-range transit plan and helps channel federal money 

through the TIP process toward its implementation.  MORPC incorporates the transit elements into 

the Regional Transportation Plan.  MORPC also supports COTA through coordination with other local, 

state and federal agencies like ODOT, FTA, etc., in various efforts like National Transit Database 

reporting, development of the Franklin County coordinated human services plan, and development of 

the Bus on Freeway Shoulders project, etc.  MORPC facilitates user feedback through its public 

involvement process to ensure COTA's compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Title 

VI requirements.  MORPC also coordinates with COTA in long-range planning efforts including 

regional fixed-guideway corridor analysis and Transportation Demand Management. 

 

Funding Source   None 

Percent    

Original Budget    

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? X Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  N/A 

Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

 

1. Review COTA's planning process 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Held the COTA/DATABus/MORPC Coordination monthly meetings.  The topic rotates every three 

months: 1. Communications, Outreach, Mobility Management and Public Information, 2. 

Transportation, Transportation Improvement Program Amendments, and 3. Service, Capital and 

Planning. 
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Met with COTA to review MORPC's 2016-2019 TIP update, MORPC's 2014 attributable funding cycle, 

COTA's Transit System Review public meetings, the Short-Range Transit Plan, and service in the 

Rickenbacker area.  Staff also met with COTA, City of Columbus and the TSR consultant to review the 

draft system for public comment. 

 

2. Continued refinement of COTA Long-Range Plan 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

COTA started drafting a scope of work for “Next-Gen,” its new long-range planning initiative to be 

launched in the fall of 2014.  

 

3. COTA bus stop planning 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

COTA has incorporated any changes in bus stop spacing into the regularly scheduled route service 

change public involvement process, three times a year.  The Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit 

(BRT) Project addressed stop changes for the BRT line. 

 

4. COTA design standards update 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

COTA’s Bus Stop Design Guide has been approved and is used as a reference for Planning and 

Development. 

 

5. Short-Range Transit Plan (SRTP) update 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

April 2015      
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Yearly Progress 

MORPC and COTA started discussions about the next update. 

 

6. Service change planning 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

COTA updates service three times a year - the first Monday of every January, May and September.  

Public information, review and comment take place before each service change. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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67402-000 

Ongoing DATA Activities 

Purpose 

This work element is for coordination with DATA to ensure adherence to federal and state 

requirements and for the facilitation of effective transit services in Delaware County.  

 

As a result of the 2010 Census portions of Delaware County were added to the Columbus urbanized 

area.  MORPC will change its role with DATA accordingly and assist DATA with its transition to an 

urban transit system.  Providing support to DATA as required/requested in the administering of 

federal transit formula grants and the MTP/TIP.  In the past, MORPC has assisted DATA with its bike-

on-bus CMAQ applications, its coordinated planning efforts and other TIP processes. 

 

Funding Source   None 

Percent    

Original Budget    

Revised Budget ()     

Revised Budget ()    

Balance at 6/30/14    

 

ON SCHEDULE? x Yes  No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Expenditure  N/A 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended  N/A 

Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed  N/A 

 

1. Review DATA's planning process and assist with additonal requirments need to receive urban 

area funds. 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Held the COTA/DATABus/MORPC Coordination monthly meetings.  The topic rotates every three 

months. 1. Communications, Outreach, Mobility Management and Public Information, 2. 

Transportation, Transportation Improvement Program Amendments, and 3. Service, Capital and 

Planning meeting.  

 

2. Assist in census changes to transit operations 
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Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

Staff met with DATABus and City of Delaware  to review the impacts of the 2010 Columbus UZA 

boundary change to the Delaware Area Transit Agency (DATABus).  Topics included the FTA funding 

transition from rural (§ 5311) to urban (5307), possible state funding changes and local match 

needs for capital and operating and other FTA funding sources. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: None 
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67405-000 

Ongoing Human Services Transportation Coordination -- 

Purpose 

This element is for coordination with a yet to be determined designated recipient for the newly 

revised Specialized Transportation Program §5310 in the Columbus Urbanized Area.  The programs 

intent is to enhance mobility for seniors and persons with disabilities by providing funds for programs 

to serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations beyond traditional public transportation 

services and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) complementary paratransit services. 

This program involves public transit and other providers of human services transportation from 

public, non-profit and private entities.  Projects can be derived from a coordinated public transit-

human services transportation plan, or “Coordinated Plan,” to be considered for access to these 

federal funds and possibly other programs.  The plan helps determine 1) how existing services could 

be better coordinated; and 2) how new funding and other resources should be used to improve 

transportation services in a coordinated manner.  MORPC led the process to create the first Franklin 

County Coordinated Plan in 2008 and its update in 2012. 

 

MORPC will work with the designated recipient as outlined in the Franklin County Coordinated Plan 

and the Program Management Plan for Specialized Transportation Program Funds. 

 

Funding Source FTA TOTAL 

Percent 100% 100% 

Original Budget $ 97,645 $ 97,645 

Revised Budget 

(1/1/2013)  

$ 71,621 $ 71,621 

Revised Budget ()   

Balance at 6/30/14   

 

ON SCHEDULE?  Yes X No 

  

 Previous 

Years 

This Year 

Expenditure   

Project-to-Date Expenditure $ 16,271 $0 

Project-to-Date Percentage Expended 23% 0% 

Percentage of Work Completed  0% 

Year-to-Date Percentage of Work Completed   

 

1. Conduct the Specialized TransportatIon selection process 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

December 

2013 
Delayed      

 

Yearly Progress 

No significant activity needed this year. 
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2. Program of Projects (POP) 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

February  

2014 
Delayed     

 

Yearly Progress 

No significant activity needed this year. 

 

3. Program Management Plan (PMP) updates 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

MORPC requested appointment of its Transportation Policy Committee as the Designated Recipient 

of FTA Section 5310 funds for the Columbus UZA.   Work began on drafting the PMP under work 

element 60114-001.   

 

4. Coordinated Plan maintenance 

 

Scheduled 

Completion 

Date 

Actual 

Completion 

Date 

Approval Date 

TAC 

Approval Date 

Policy 

Submitted to 

ODOT 

Submitted to 

US DOT 

Ongoing N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 

Yearly Progress 

No significant activity needed this year. 

 

Delays/Problems Encountered/Corrective Action: Final guidance and instructions for FTA’s Section 

5310 program became available June 6, 2014.   
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