
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMISSION MEETING 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Thursday, December 11, 2014, 1:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1:30 p.m. 1. MORPC Ensemble 

 

1:35 p.m. 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

1:36 p.m. 3. Welcome and Introductions – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 

1:40 p.m. 4. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of November 13, 2014 Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

1:41 p.m. 5. Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive 

Director 

 

1:50 p.m. 6. Proposed Resolution 35-14: “TO UTILIZE THE DATA AND KEY 

TRENDS RESULTING OUT OF THE INSIGHT2050 PROJECT INTO 

MORPC, REGIONAL AND LOCAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES” – William 

Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

 

1:55 p.m. 7. Proposed Resolution 36-14: “ACCEPTING LIBERTY TOWNSHIP 

(DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, MORPC 

Executive Director 

 

2:00 p.m. 8. Proposed Resolution 37-14: “ACCEPTANCE OF THE FISCAL BUDGET 

AND FUND ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 2015” – 

Shawn Hufstedler,  MORPC Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

 

2:10 p.m. 9. Proposed Resolution 38-14: “ACCEPTANCE OF REVISION TO FUND 

ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 2014” – Shawn 

Hufstedler, MORPC Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

 



 
 
Commission Meeting Agenda 

December 11, 2014 

Page 2 

 

 Committees 

 

2:15 p.m. 10. Sustainability Advisory Committee – Marilyn Brown and Steve Stolte, 

Sustainability Advisory Council Co-Chairs 

 

 11. Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair  

2:20 p.m. a. Call to Order – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

2:21 p.m. b. Metropolitan Planning Organization Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

o Attributable Funds Update 

 Energy & Air Quality – Christina O’Keeffe, Director 

 

2:30 p.m. c. Consent Agenda 

 Approval of November 13, 2014 Transportation Policy 

Committee Meeting Minutes 

 Proposed Resolution T-17-14: “AMENDING THE STATE 

FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM” 

 

2:31 p.m. d. Boundaries Discussion Task Force – Eric Phillips & Steve 

Campbell, Boundaries Discussion Task Force Co-Chairs; Thea 

Walsh, MORPC Transportation Systems & Funding Director 

 Proposed Resolution T-18-14: “ADOPTING THE 

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION BOUNDARY OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION” 

 

2:35 p.m. e. Proposed Resolution T-16-14: “ADOPTING GOALS FOR THE 

2016-2040 COLUMBUS AREA METROPOLITAN 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN” – Thea Walsh, MORPC Transportation 

Systems & Funding Director 

 

2:40 p.m. f. Adjourn Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC 

Chair 

 

2:41 p.m. 12. Motion to Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

 

2:42 p.m. 13. Regional Policy Roundtable – Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Regional 

Policy Roundtable Chair 

a. Proposed Resolution 34-14: “ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015 

PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA” – Steve Campbell, Regional Policy 

Roundtable Vice-Chair 

b. Proposed Resolution 33-14: “AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH A GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS & ADVOCACY CONSULTANT TO PROVIDE PUBLIC POLICY 

GUIDANCE, EDUCATION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE 

CENTRAL OHIO REGION TO STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT” 
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– Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & Government Affairs 

Director 

c. Legislative Update – Steve Tugend, Kegler Hill Brown & Ritter 

and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & Government Affairs 

Director 

 

2:55 p.m. 14. Other Business 

 

3:00 p.m. 15. Adjourn – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 
 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SHARI SAUNDERS AT 614-233-4169 OR ssaunders@morpc.org  
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 

 
 

The next Commission Meeting is 
Thursday, January 8, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 
Note: A portion of Liberty Street is closed through the end of 2014.   
 
MORPC's parking lot is accessible via Front Street, Liberty Street, or Short Street.  
Please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor space or in a space marked with an “M”. 
Handicapped parking is available at the side of MORPC’s building. MORPC is 
accessible by C-Bus. 

 

 

mailto:ssaunders@morpc.org


Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Commission Members 

Karen Angelou 

Trudy Bartley 

Chris Bauserman 

Pat Blayney 

Stacey Boumis 

Randy Bowman 

Susan Brobst 

Marilyn Brown 

Ron Bullard 

Greg Butcher 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher 

Franklin Christman 

Derrick Clay 

Karl Craven 

Michael Ebert 

Matt Greeson 

Marsha Grigsby 

Bill Habig 

Marian Harris 

Tracy Hatmaker 

Dan Havener 

Pamela Hykes O’Grady 

Jenna Jackson 

Erik Janas 

Larry Jenkins 

Tom Johnson 

Steve Kennedy 

Bill LaFayette 

Amy Lowe for Dean Ringle 

Christopher Manegold 

Rory McGuiness 

Ellen Moss Williams 

Robert Myers 

Megan O’Callaghan 

Eileen Paley 

Vince Papsidero 

Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Bryan Rhoads 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

David Simmons 

Ike Stage 

Ted Staton 

Steve Stolte 

Scott Tourville 

Bill Vance 

Nancy White 

 

Associate Members 

Tom Goodney John O’Meara Nikki Scarpitti 

 

Policy Committee Members 

Holly Mattei 

David Paul 

Thom Slack 

W. Curtis Stitt 

 

Staff 

Bernice Cage 

Kerstin Carr 

Amelia Costanzo 

Mark Crosten 

Mary Ann Frantz 

Nick Gill 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

Eileen Leuby 

William Murdock 

Deborah Murphy 

Nancy Reger 

David Rutter 

Shari Saunders 

Maria Schaper 

Thea Walsh 

Garth Weithman 

Kathy Werkmeister 

 

Guests 

Glenn Marzluf, Del-Co Water Company 

Clyde Seidle, City of Hilliard 

Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 

 

 

 

Chair Eric Phillips called the Commission Meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Phillips thanked OhioHealth and Rich Lehmuth for their sponsorship and leadership of the November 6, 

2014 Executive Committee retreat. A report will be presented to the Commission in the future. 
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Consent Agenda 

Marilyn Brown made a motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Karen Angelou; motion passed.   

 

Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

William Murdock reported that on November 12, 2014 Yaromir Steiner led a real estate school on retail real 

estate developments. MORPC partnered with ULI Columbus on the well-attended event that took place at 

MORPC. MORPC and ULI Columbus are looking for other partnership opportunities for 2015.  

 

The insight2050 Phase 1 rollout included Peter Calthorpe giving presentations to the Columbus2020 

Economic Development Group, the ULI Columbus event at the Columbus Metropolitan Club, the insight2050 

Steering Committee, and the Executive Committee retreat. The ULI event was featured in the November 6, 

2014 Columbus Dispatch. Mr. Murdock commended Planning & Environment Director Kerstin Carr and Public 

& Government Affairs Director Laura Koprowski for their work and dedication on the project. 

 

Mr. Murdock attended a National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) meeting with large regional council 

directors. The Undersecretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation participated in a small group meeting 

in which he expressed optimism that the federal transportation authorization will be accomplished under the 

new congress. MORPC’s legislative strategy was recognized as a best practice that other regions should 

emulate. 

 

Mr. Murdock announced that with the acceptance of two membership resolutions of this meeting, MORPC’s 

membership includes 58 local governments. Approximately 20 local governments have joined MORPC since 

mid-2013. Mr. Murdock commended Public & Government Affairs Director Laura Koprowski and Membership 

Coordinator Eileen Leuby for their efforts in membership services. In 2015, the membership focus will shift 

from recruitment of new members to focus more intently on delivering member services and return on dues 

investment for existing members. 

 

Mr. Murdock congratulated Regional Data & Mapping Director Nancy Reger for being re-elected to the Ohio 

APA Board of Directors. 

 

MORPC is working with local universities to determine ways to place college interns with local governments. 

Eileen Leuby will be distributing surveys to members to gather input for this venture. 

 

The 2015 State of the Region Award nominations are now open. Commission members were given 

information and the 2015 Nomination form for the William H. Anderson Excellence in Public Service Award. 

Nominations for State of the Region awards can be made online at www.morpc.org/sotrawards. The 

nomination deadline is Friday, December 19, 2014. 

 

Mr. Murdock announced that ED411 is Friday, December 5, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Ohio Union at The 

Ohio State University.  The cost is $25. 

 

MORPC is part of the Columbus Chamber collaboration on the December 9, 2014 Meet the Class event. The 

event provides an opportunity to meet the newly elected officials for 2015. It takes place at the Renaissance 

Columbus Downtown from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Register for the free event at www.columbus.org/events/meet-

class-2015/.  

 

Proposed Resolutions 

 

Proposed Resolution 27-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF GALENA (DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

Rob Platte made a motion to approve Resolution 27-14, second by Bill LaFayette; motion passed.  

 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015AndersonAwardForm.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/sotrawards
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctED411.pdf
http://www.columbus.org/events/meet-class-2015/
http://www.columbus.org/events/meet-class-2015/
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Proposed Resolution 31-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF SOMERSET (PERRY COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION” – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

Steve Stolte made a motion to approve Resolution 31-14, second by Steve Kennedy; motion passed.  

 

Special Guests and Presentations 

 

Special Presentation: insight2050 Phase 1 Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director; Eric Phillips, 

MORPC Chair/Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership Executive Director, Vince 

Papsidero, City of Columbus Planning Administrator 

William Murdock, Eric Phillips and Vince Papsidero gave a presentation on insight2050 Phase 1. The final 

draft on MORPC’s website is in the comment period. The insight2050 Scenario Metrics Summary was 

provided to members. The report is not a plan, but is an assessment of options. A resolution to accept the 

findings of the study will be presented to the Commission in December. 

 

Each community determines how to apply the findings to their circumstance. Phase 2 will possibly include 

developing localized resources and tools for communities; determining ways to bring the information to local 

governments and business groups; and conducting studies around specific concerns. Phase 2 will also 

broaden the discussion to include schools and human services agencies. 

 

Committees 

 

Building Committee –Derrick Clay, Building Committee Chair 

Derrick Clay reported that the Building Committee is working with potential community partners, but no 

specifics have been determined. 

 

Regional Policy Roundtable – Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Roundtable Chair 

Eric Phillips announced he has asked the Regional Policy Roundtable and the Sustainability Advisory Committee 

to look into the proposed rule by the U.S. EPA regarding the definition of the Waters of the United States 

(WOUS). The rule impacts how the U.S. EPA views streams and ditches in communities. 

 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher reminded members that the draft 2015 Public Policy Agenda was included in the 

meeting packet. This year the “follow” section was incorporated into the other sections. Send comments to Ms. 

Chinnici-Zuercher or Laura Koprowski. The final draft will be presented for adoption at the December 2014 

Commission meeting. 

 

Interviews for MORPC’s Government Advocacy firm took place November 13, 2014. The recommended firm will 

enter a three year contract with MORPC with the option for annual renewals for another three years. 

 

 Legislative Update – Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & 

Government Affairs Director 
Steve Tugend and Laura Koprowski gave the legislative update and highlighted the following issues: 

o November 2014 election results/implications 

o HB 5 – Municipal income tax uniformity 

o SB 310 – Ohio’s Renewable Energy & Efficiency Standards 

o License plate fees 

 

See the November 2014 Legislative Update for other legislative news 

 

 Proposed Resolution 32-14: “SUPPORTING HB 336 THAT WILL CREATE THE GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE 

CONVERSION PROGRAM” – Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & Government Affairs Director 

Ike Stage made a motion to approve Resolution 32-14, second by Marilyn Brown.  Concern was raised on 

how the bill would affect transit agencies. A suggestion was made to add the following section to the 

resolution:  “That support is contingent upon an amendment in the Senate so that transit agencies are 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014Nov-insight2050Phase1PPT.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Sustainability/insight2050/resources/index
http://www.morpc.org/pdf/2014insight2050Summary.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014NovLegUp.pdf
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treated in a manner consistent with other fuel taxation policies.” Ike Stage made a motion to approve 

Resolution 32-14 as amended, second by Marilyn Brown; motion passed. 

 

Sustainability Advisory Committee – Steve Stolte, Sustainability Advisory Committee Co-Chair 

Steve Stolte reported the Energy & Air Quality Department hosted a successful Home Weatherization Showcase 

on October 29.  The next Materials Management Working Group meeting is December 3, 2014; the group will 

discuss the Ohio EPA recycling grant program. The topics for the next four Energy & Air Quality Working Group 

meetings are: demand side management, energy efficiency, zoning and planning health impacts and 

transportation. 

 

 Sustaining Scioto – Kerstin Carr, MORPC Planning & Environment Director and Glenn Marzluf, Del-Co Water 

Company General Manager/CEO 
Kerstin Carr and Glenn Marzluf gave an update on the Sustaining Scioto Project. Ms. Carr introduced David 

Rutter, MORPC lead team member for the project. Sustaining Scioto is a study that was conducted to better 

understand the future of Central Ohio's climate, to use these forecasts to identify risks of climate change to 

our region's water supply, and to develop adaptive management strategies that would help manage water 

quality and quantity during extreme drought and flood events. The report brings together technical data, 

climate modeling and stakeholder input to develop an adaptive management plan that allows for efficient, 

cost effective responses to impacts resulting from climate change and regional growth and development. 

The draft report is available at www.morpc.org/sustainingscioto.  Send comments to David Rutter at 

drutter@morpc.org.  

 

Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair  

Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Session to order at 2:51 p.m.  The session 

adjourned at 3:00 p.m. Separate minutes are attached. 

 

Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher made a motion to approve the actions of the Transportation Policy Committee, 

second by Rob Platte; motion passed. 

 

Other Business 

Chair Phillips congratulated John O’Meara on his retirement this month from Metro Parks. William Murdock 

announced that a copy of the 2015 MORPC calendar is at each seat. 

     

The Commission Meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014NovSustainingSciotoPres.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/sustainingscioto
mailto:drutter@morpc.org
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015Calendar-Board.pdf
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MORPC Monthly Agency Report 

November 2014 

 
Public & Government Affairs  

Laura Koprowski – lkoprowski@morpc.org 

 

Economic Development 411 

Friday, December 5 from 8am – 1:15pm at The Ohio Union at The Ohio State University. ED411 is an annual 

half-day economic development training summit designed to help elected and appointed officials and business 

leaders gain a greater understanding of economic development. ED411 programming is collaboration among 

MODE, Columbus2020, and MORPC.  

 

“Meet the Class 2015” 

Tuesday, December 9 from 5pm – 7:30pm at the Columbus Renaissance Downtown Hotel. No fee to attend. 

Registration online at www.columbus.org/events. The Central Ohio Congressional Delegation, State 

Representatives and Senators, along with County Officials will be invited to join this networking reception. This 

bi-annual event provides MORPC, Columbus Chamber, and MODE members an exclusive opportunity to begin 

building or re-establishing relationships.  

Columbus Metropolitan Club Featuring insight2050  

Wednesday, Dec. 10 from 12noon – 1:15pm at the Athletic Club of Columbus. The forum will feature a 

presentation about insight2050 by Yaromir Steiner, chair of the project’s advisory committee. In addition, the 

forum will announce the 2014 recipient of the Harrison Smith Design Award. Registration is available online at 

columbusmetroclub.org.  

 

Membership 

See the attachment  

 

MORPC In the News 

See the attachment for a list of the various news and media articles for October. 

 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

Thea Walsh - twalsh@morpc.org 

 

Highways & Planning 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
The draft goals of the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan were presented to CAC, TAC, and the 

Transportation Policy Committee. Comments were accepted on the goals through Friday, November 21, 

2014. A one-page information sheet was created to provide an introduction to the MTP, including a timeline 

of the plan development process. This information is also available on the new 2016-2040 MTP webpage 

on MORPC's website. 

 

The U.S. Department of Transportation Certification Review Open House was held on Thursday, November 20, 

with residents, local governments, ODOT, transit agencies and others shared with US DOT their opinion of 

MORPC and their working relationship with us. 

 
Freight 

A corridor partners meeting took place in Lima, Ohio on November 12th. The meeting was attended by a 

mixture of community leaders, including the mayor of Lima, City of Fort Wayne staff, and staff from MPOs along 

file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/lkoprowski@morpc.org
http://www.columbus.org/events
file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/twalsh@morpc.org
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the corridor. Attendees discussed potential organization structures for the initiative, funding resources, and how 

to manage changes to the memorandum of agreement as new entities sign on. 

 
Transit/Human Services 

A meeting was held among MORPC,ODOT-District 6 and COTA to review a potential Bus on 
Shoulder corridor project on I-670. MORPC participated in the last ODOT Ohio Statewide Transit Needs 

Study Steering Committee.  The committee reviewed the draft summary of findings and next steps. 

 
A meeting was held with Ohio Department of Aging about exploring iTN America support to provide 

transportation services in the Columbus area.  MORPC will host some meetings for the Department of Aging 

staff to meet with interested entities, stakeholders, and possible steering committee members. This type of 

service has been successful in Cincinnati and is being developed in the Cleveland area. 

 
Attended the last ODOT Ohio Statewide Transit Needs Study Steering Committee.  ODOT's Office of Transit 

awarded additional Specialized Transit Program (Section 5310) vehicles to the MORPC area. In total with 

the earlier award, 12 vehicles for 8 agencies totaling over $421,000 in 80% of the capital cost of vehicles 

will be received. The additional Section 5310 funding became available from previous award cycle close 

outs. 

 
RideSolutions 

RideSolutions kicked-off Mount Carmel Hospitals' first Transportation Demand Management (TDM) initiative. 

The vision and framework for the initiative are a collaborative effort between Mount Carmel’s Human Resources 

administration, a diverse Environmental team and MORPC. The goal of the project is to implement strategies, 

options, and rewards that will encourage and move Mount Carmel employees into ridesharing arrangements. to 

help relieve traffic congestion on and around their five medical campuses. RideSolutions will help the teams 

track and reduce car emissions and address and reduce the need for additional parking spaces. 

 

RideSolutions assisted iForce Staffing in getting employees to and from work via RideSolutions' vanpooling 

services. The vans are providing transportation solutions for employees from Newark and Zanesville to 

employer's sites in Pataskala. Each van has a volunteer driver and two to three alternate drivers. 

 

The start of the Dublin Employer Roundtable initiative was announced at the 2014 Annual Leadership 

briefing. RideSolutions team members will be facilitating a number of meetings with key stakeholders, 

employers and government officials who will be in and around the Northwest 270/33 Interchange project. 

RideSolutions' purpose is to expand and offer quality, available, and desirable travel options to those 

traveling to and from work during the reconstruction project. 

 

Infrastructure Funding 

MORPC-Attributable Funding 

The Attributable Funds Committee (AFC) met to make preliminary selection of new projects to receive funding. 

The 16 new projects, totaling about $59 million, have been preliminarily selected. The AFC is continuing to 

review these and will meet again in December to recommend the projects for public review and comment 

which will last through early January. 

 

OPWC 

Site visits were conducted to review physical condition of infrastructure and to score Round 29 OPWC 

applications. Team members conducted a scoring session with the Public Works Integrating Committee (PWIC) 

members. The PWIC reviewed and scored two Round 29 OPWC applications and addressed team members 

scoring issues to finalize scoring this round's applications. 

 
TRAC 

ODOT's TRAC members released the 2014 project recommendations list on Friday, November 21, 2014. Two 

Central Ohio projects made it to TRAC's final projects recommendations list: 

 I-70/I-71/SR 315 Phase 4A - The original request was for $53.27 million in funding for construction. 

TRAC's decision was to leave this project in Tier I and make the $53 million available by moving funds 
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from Phase 4B of the same project to Phase 4A. Phase 4B was moved from Tier I to Tier III. 

 I-270/US 23/SR 315 Phase D - This project was accelerated from 2024 to 2015. 

 

Data and Mapping 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

Collaboration and Joint Projects 

One-on-one meetings were conducted with the Prairie Township administration to gather information to use in 

a Local Government Innovation Fund Grant application. Madison and Jefferson Townships have expressed 

interest in the outcome of the grant. The draft application has been prepared for submittal in early December. 

  

MORPC is working with the City of Columbus Department of Technology on their application to become named 

the Intelligent Community of the Year by the Intelligent Community Forum. This award is given to communities 

or regions with a documented strategy for creating prosperity and inclusion using broadband and information 

technology. The 2013 winner was Toronto, Canada. 

 

A list of Task Force members were identified to participate in a six-month long dive into the possibility of 

developing a Regional Data Site. The group will be tasked with creating a high-level structure and layout for an 

online data site, determining a governance structure its operation, and creating a business strategy and 

financial plan to ensure sustained success of the site’s operation. Task force members will be approached in 

the next few weeks and meetings will begin in January. 

 

MORPC hosted the November Central Ohio GIS User Group meeting. Approximately 40 people were in 

attendance. Columbus2020 presented some of their data and explained how they use GIS to advance the 

economic competitiveness of Central Ohio to the nation and to the world. The next meeting will be held 

February 18, 2015. 

 

Data & Mapping Involvement in Projects and Programs 

Base year 2014 data including population, households, and employment are being finalized at detailed 

geographic levels for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Details of the land use allocation 

model that is used to generate the future scenario data have been ironed out. New variables to be used 

include outputs from the Balanced Growth plans, and density measurements associated with insight2050. 

 

Data team members is using GIS analyses and techniques for the Multi-Modal and Active Transportation plans. 

These plans will be used to advise strategies and investment decisions made to the transportation system. 

Data team members is also mapping transportation projects associated with the Ohio Public Works 

Commission and the 2015 Transportation Improvement Program. 

 

The Ohio Geographic Referencing Information Program (the state GIS office) asked to have access to the 

Franklin County Location Based Response System (LBRS) GIS file to allow them to transmit data directly from 

the Franklin County file into the state GIS system. Central Ohio is the only area in the state to use technology to 

directly feed information to the state system.  

 

Support for Members and the Community at Large    

The Data and Mapping team members responded to approximately 6 requests for maps, or information for 

communities during the month of November. Examples include GIS based maps and data were shared with the 

city of Columbus and Franklin County Soil and Water Conservation. 

 

Data & Mapping team members presented demographic information to the Pickerington & Reynoldsburg 

Rotary Club. Several members of the group asked for a copy of the presentation, as they found the information 

about the work MORPC does to prepare the region for the future, such as the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

and insight2050 very enlightening. 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/shufstedler/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/QEPGBLFF/nreger@morpc.org
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Planning and Environment 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 

 

Active Transportation Planning 

Team members attended ODOT’s first Bike/Pedestrian Summit which included participants from across Ohio 

and presenters from across the United States. Team members gave a presentation about the Economic Impact 

of Trails Study. 

 

Liberty Township (Delaware County) adopted a Complete Streets Policy. They are the first township in Central 

Ohio to adopt a Complete Streets Policy, and possibly the first in Ohio. 

 

Safety Planning 

Team members completed the Regional Crash Fact Sheets and distributed them via social media and the 

website.   

 

MORPC team members presented at the Ohio Transportation Engineers Conference on the Systematic Safety 

Improvement Pilot project to an audience of about 100 engineers and planners. Team members also attended 

the bi-monthly Traffic Records Coordinating Committee meeting at ODOT and met with ODOT to discuss 

MORPC’s current crash database systems and possible future improvements.  

 

Because of its long standing history of promoting Safe Routes to School and holding educational forums 

around that topic, MORPC was encouraged to complete and submit a proposal for Columbus to hold the 2015 

National Safe Routes to School Conference.  

 

Team members attended the City of Columbus Large School District Travel Plan Steering Committee Meeting 

which is in the final stages of planning efforts. Recommendations were made to accommodate non-

infrastructure at all k-8 schools in the district. Also, recommendations were made by the Steering Committee 

for the 15 focus schools for infrastructure projects. 

 

Regional Collaboration 

Team members sent out a survey to potential participants to solicit feedback on the idea of forming a new 

Regional Collaboration Group – the Southwest Area Group. The survey asked about geography and topics to 

address, and included questions about availability. 

 

Team members worked together to gather information for maps showing farmland and green space under 

conservation easements. 

 

Regional Education Forums 

The November 20, 2014 forum focused on green infrastructure with presentations given by Grange Insurance 

Audubon Center, Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District, City of Columbus, and Higher Grounds Green 

Rood. Over 45 people attended the forum to learn about best practices in green infrastructure, green roofs, 

and the City of Columbus Blue Print Project. 

 

Greenways & Water Quality Program 

Team members worked on the Economic Impact of Trails Study by sending trail access point data to the 

consultants, and coordinated mapping of the counters and survey locations. All counts and validations are 

completed for the Economic Impact of Trails Study. Consultants will be in town to hold another round of 

interviews with business leaders.  

 

Team members completed their exploratory paddles for the water trail project. The next step is to map the 

findings of the paddles and begin discussing the opportunities and constraints of developing a water trail 

system and associated facilities with central Ohio communities.  

 

Team members attended a meeting on water and outdoor recreation at OSU’s Outdoor Adventure Center. 

Besides the OSU staff, other attendees included a large representation from local retailers, Metro Parks, HERO, 

Columbus Outdoor Pursuits, ODNR, and the Central Ohio Mountain Bike Organization. Most of the discussion 

mailto:kcarr@morpc.org
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dealt with sharing events and efforts currently in progress to promote outdoor recreation, future events that 

would better bring everyone together, and what the retailers are looking for out of partnerships.  

 

Team members also attended the Environmental Professionals Network breakfast forum at OSU to hear panel 

discussions of agricultural-nutrient runoff.   

 

Team members met with Brad Westall and other stakeholder members to hold a Central Ohio Greenways 

(COG) “think tank” discussion. COG is celebrating 10 years in 2015. The group will look at what COG has 

accomplished and what is still needed in the next 5-10 years. The stakeholder group will meet monthly to 

define specific goals and outputs for COG to work on. 

 

Sustaining Scioto 

Team members met with Columbus DPU staff about messaging and outreach of Sustaining Scioto. MORPC 

attended a meeting with local utility operators as part of a discussion of water quality issues that may arise due 

to climate change and to learn about their key concerns. Team members also participated in a focused review 

of USGS’ draft report – USGS reported that it will be about 2.5 months until the report is approved. The 

Sustaining Scioto Steering Committee (SAC) had its final meeting. The SAC reviewed and commented on 

adaptive management strategies. Brown and Caldwell will incorporate their comments into a final draft of the 

report. Glenn Marzluf presented Sustaining Scioto to the Commission.  

 

Team members attended the Water Management Association (WMAO) of Ohio Conference. USGS and Brown 

and Caldwell gave a presentation on Sustaining Scioto. They will also present the project to the Delaware 

County Regional Planning Commission. 

 

insight2050 

At the November 5, 2014 insight2050 Steering Committee, Calthorpe Associates shared the final result drafts 

with the group for feedback. Committee members also provided input on possible next phase projects or 

programs. Two other events where the latest results were unveiled took place that same day: a Business 

Leader Luncheon organized by Columbus 2020 with about 40 public and private stakeholders in attendance, 

and an evening forum organized by ULI Columbus with over 200 people. Vince Papsidero and Eric Phillips also 

presented the final draft report to MORPC's Commission in November and discussed the next steps. 

 

To further discussions about real estate development, MORPC partnered with ULI Columbus to offer a Retail 

Development Workshop facilitated by Yaromir Steiner. About 60 public and private stakeholders attended the 

half day event.  

 

Regional Food Council 

In lieu of its regular business meeting, the Regional Food Council met on November 10, 2014 at the Sanfillipo 

Produce Terminal for a tour of the Good Food Enterprises organic-food distribution space and two food-hub 

presentations. Michael Jones, founder of Good Food, gave a brief tour of the small facility and discussed the 

consortium of farmers he works with and the key economic and logistic roles that a food hub plays in 

facilitating increased production of local food. Tom Snyder, an OSU Extension marketing expert, gave of brief 

presentation on the emerging Ohio Food Hub Network, which brings hub managers together to address 

challenges and develop models for future hubs. 

 

Energy & Air Quality 

Christina O'Keeffe - cokeeffe@morpc.org  

 

Air Quality  

Sonoma Technology, Inc., MORPC’s air quality forecaster, provided the end of ozone season report. According 

to the report, 2014 marked the first ozone season in 20 years that Central Ohio experienced zero high ozone 

days.   

 

The region saw a noticeable trend with air quality improving over the past two decades. MORPC will be putting 

out a press release to announce this record breaking accomplishment. Federal and local efforts contribute to 

the progress, and MORPC wants to recognize partners and members who contribute to that progress through 

the “Take Five for Clean Air” campaign. MORPC’s air quality RFP evaluation committee reviewed proposals for 

file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/06%20-%20June/cokeeffe@morpc.org%20
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air quality forecasting and selected a contractor for services beginning in January 2015.  

 

Energy & Air Quality Working Group 

The Energy & Air Quality Working group convened with a focused discussion on the ozone report, transportation 

and the various initiatives to address alternative fuels and transportation infrastructure. The next Energy & Air 

Quality Working Group meeting will be held Tuesday, January 27, 2015 at MORPC at 1:30 p.m. and may 

include review of the November 26, 2014 announcement by the U.S. EPA establishing lower ozone standards 

authorized under the National Ambient Air Quality Standards of the Clean Air Act.  

 

Marketing 

MORPC hosted the Weatherization Showcase on October 29, 2014 featuring a family who is an existing 

customer of the Residential Energy Efficiency Program. The event showcased the energy efficiency measures in 

qualified households generating media attention from 10TV and the Columbus Dispatch. Funders of the 

program participated including Columbia Gas of Ohio, AEP-Ohio and State of Ohio Development Services 

Agency.  

 

MORPC participated in the Weatherization Stakeholder’s Luncheon which provided opportunity to present a 

brief overview of Weatherization Services and networking opportunity with other community stakeholders.  

 

The 2015 Marketing Plan is in draft form with the focus for 2015 to increase awareness through community 

presentations. Emphasis will also be given to the Customer Referral Program to current customers who provide 

contact information of friends, family and/or neighbors who become qualified customers.  

 

Materials Management Working Group 

MORPC team members worked with the Materials Management Working Group chair to plan the December 3, 

2014  agenda. Additionally, team members participated in the first GreenSpot Green Venues initiative meeting, 

which is a sustainability focused effort facilitated by City of Columbus, SWACO, Ohio EPA, and MORPC. The goal 

is to convene representatives of various event venues in order to share best practices and support one another 

in sustainability efforts, and to elevate Central Ohio’s status as a destination to host green events.   

 

ME3 

A MORPC team member presented at the November By-Product Synergy Network meeting. The group included 

more than 40 participants representing various businesses and organizations interested in partnering on 

waste stream reuse opportunities. The team worked with the ME3 program partners to plan for final project 

deliverables including case studies, a Sustainable Business Resource Guide, and ideas for a final report.  

 

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Discussion Group  

MORPC convened a discussion group of representatives from member local governments to explore interest in 

implementing PACE at the regional level and to determine the resources and time required to administer a 

PACE district if the group decides to move forward. The meeting featured Caleb Bell from Bricker & Eckler and 

member governments included City of Columbus, City of Bexley, City of Dublin, City of Upper Arlington, City of 

Worthington and Franklin County. Other interested member governments are encouraged to participate.  

 

Residential Energy Efficiency Program  

All efforts are being made to meet inspection goals by program year end. Minor delays have occurred as a 

result of delayed funding and unexpected limited contractor capacity. Significant improvements have been 

made that has increase production.  

 

Production  

MORPC is now working through a backlog of existing jobs in-process with contractors. An anticipated reduction 

in initial inspection is anticipated as we approach the holiday season. The in-process units for HWAP are 

awaiting ASHRAE measure installation. 

 

AEP-CAP production has steadily increased as a result of the modifications to the Intake program and the Work 

Order program. Data validation will improve upon implementation of the new AEP-CAP software in 2015. 
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Customer Service/Intake  

The implementation of the revised approval sheet improved turnaround time to 24 hours or less. The logic 

developed for this process will be incorporated into software modifications to the program database system. All 

clients will be tracked and filed in a standardized manner. 

 

Sustainability Advisory Committee  

The department works with the Planning & Environment department to support the committee and develop the 

draft Sustainability Agenda currently under evaluation. A survey of members’ needs is targeted for release in 

December. The next meeting of the Committee is January 20, 2015.  

 

Housing & Community Services 

Kathy Werkmeister – kwerkmeister@morpc.org 

 

Counseling  

Homebuyer Education Classes continue for the remainder of the year. The schedule for December’s three 

sessions includes classes on December 3, 10, and 17.   

 

With the closing of the Save the Dream program, foreclosure counseling is slowing down. However, counselors 

are actively marketing the counseling programs with realtors, lenders, and homebuyers.   

 

MORPC submitted an application to the Huntington National Bank Foundation to fund a Financial Capability 

Education and Coaching Program in 2015.   

 

Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP) 

The Pataskala CHIP project wrapped up in November. Final invoicing and reporting will be completed in 

December. 

 

Housing Repair and Rehabilitation 

The rehab team continues to take applications and manage home repair work in Franklin County, with multiple 

projects in stages from application, to under construction or completed. 

 

The Franklinton Neighborhood and Weinland Park Exterior Home Repair programs are well underway.  Five of 

the seven Franklinton projects are complete and two are under construction. The Rehab team has identified all 

but one of the projects for the final round of the Weinland Park program. Eleven projects are completed, four 

projects are under construction, one project is out for inspection, and one project is being prepared for 

contract closing with the homeowner and general contractors.   

 

The Rehab team is managing the final phase of the Franklin County Single-Family Rehabilitation program. One 

project is completed, five  are under construction, and the remaining two are being prepared for contract 

closing with the homeowner and general contractors.  

 

The Near East Side Exterior Home Repair Program with Homeport and PACT is also well underway. Two of the 

four projects are under construction, one is being prepared for contract closing with the homeowner and 

general contractors, and the fourth project is out to bid. 

 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) 

A buyer has been identified to purchase the NSP-1 rehabilitated home in Prairie Township. The sale is expected 

to close by mid-February and the contractor is finishing the last few items on the home. 

 

Housing Advisory Board 

Team members worked with the City of Columbus to appoint or re-appoint seven members to the Housing 

Advisory Board for new three year terms.  

 

  

file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/kwerkmeister@morpc.org
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Administration 

Shawn Hufstedler – shufstedler@morpc.org 

 

MORPC again received the Ohio Auditor of State Award with Distinction for our 2013 Comprehensive Annual 

Financial Report (CAFR). The award is presented for excellence in financial reporting and is provided to entities 

that file a CAFR and timely financial reports in accordance with GAAP and receive a clean audit report with no 

findings.  

 

The annual budget will be presented for approval by the Executive Committee and Commission in December. 

The budget includes an executive summary and a presentation will be made to provide additional information 

and opportunity for discussion.  

 

The indirect cost allocation plan (ICAP) for 2015 has been preliminarily approved by ODOT and will be 

submitted for official approval in December.  

 

The accounting system conversion is well under way and on track for implementation at the beginning of 

January.  

 

Deborah Murphy – dmurphy@morpc.org 

 

Administrative Services: 

Internal construction to aid in improved functionality of MORPC’s workspace is estimated to start in early 

December, pending permits. 

 

Open Positions  

Commute Coordinator position in the Transportation Systems & Funding Department interviews will be 

completed the 1st week of December. 

 
  

file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/07%20-%20July/shufstedler@morpc.org
file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/07%20-%20July/dmurphy@morpc.org
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ATTACHMENT 

 

Membership Visits 

MORPC welcomes new members, the Village of Galena and Liberty Township (Delaware).    

 

Member visits were completed with Village of Harrisburg and the Cities of Hilliard, Pickerington, and Powell.  

 

Membership recruitment presentations and visits were made to the Fairfield County Commissioners, the 

Village of Baltimore, and Liberty Township (Fairfield County). 

 

William Murdock presented to the Delaware County Chamber.  

 

William Murdock and RideSolutions Program Manager Lynn Robinson presented at the City of Dublin’s 

Leadership Breakfast featuring the 270/33 interchange project.  

 

MORPC’s Energy & Air Quality, Housing & Community Services, RideSolutions and Diversity & Inclusion 

participated in the Columbus International Festival on November 8 and 9th at the Celeste Center, Ohio State 

Fairgrounds.  Services and programs of MORPC were distributed and placed on display at the event.  

 

MORPC In the News  

ThisWeek News – insight2050: Group to reveal results of population study Nov. 5 

ThisWeek News - MORPC: Linworth intersections ill-suited for heavier volume  

The Columbus Dispatch - What will central Ohio look like in 40 years? 

The Columbus Dispatch - Homes get updates that cut energy use 

WBNS-10TV  - Alternatives Suggested To End Northwest Columbus Traffic Snarl 

The Columbus Dispatch - Why don't some state officials want you to read this report on 'green’ energy jobs? 

ThisWeek News - Traffic flow during I-270/U.S. 33 project discussed 

 

Press Releases 

MORPC Showcases Residential Energy Efficiency Services 

MORPC stresses Pedestrian Safety during Local Communities’ Trick or Treat 

The Village of Galena (Delaware County) and the Village of Somerset (Perry County) join the Mid-Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission Seeks Award Nominations from Central Ohio Community 

Insight2050 Media Advisory 

Federal Officials Review MORPC’s Transportation Planning Efforts at Public Meeting 

MORPC Seeks Public Comment on Draft Regional Transportation Goals 
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Central Ohio is the only area of the state that’s forecast for significant growth over the next several decades.
But with projections that the region will add half a million people by 2050 comes the need to prepare for and
capitalize on it.

Insight2050 is a collaborative project of the MidOhio Regional Planning Commission, the Urban Land
Institute Columbus and the Columbus 2020 economicdevelopment group, which seeks to provide some
guidance for the public and private sectors. The study done for those groups by Calthorpe Associates, a
California urbandesign and planning firm, predicts a very different central Ohio a few decades down the
road. Among the key findings in the draft report that’s posted on the MORPC site and currently open for
public comments at www.morpc.org/Insight2050:

• Singleperson households are expected to account for more than half of the total growth by 2050.

• The number of residents older than 65 is predicted to more than double.

• Racial and ethnic minorities are expected to account for a majority of the region’s growth.

The purpose of the report is not to simply outline these demographic trends, but to help the region respond
to them in a smart way. These changes should affect decisions on zoning, tax policy and economic
development. The study’s backers stress that they don’t aim to be prescriptive in telling local governments
what they should be doing, but they have been talking to many groups and officials about the need to be
aware of coming changes.

“Ultimately, you hope municipalities will be using it for their own planning,” said Alex Fischer, chairman of
the Columbus 2020 board, of the study earlier this year.

And that doesn’t mean simply making cosmetic changes. Said Peter Calthorpe, founder of the firm that
produced the study: “The type of development must make sense. Nobody wants to live in a townhouse
without a town.”

For this reason, planners urge moredense, mixeduse development rather than the type of outward sprawl
that’s come along with the marketdriven boom in singlefamily housing development in recent decades.
Suburbs such as Dublin already are planning for higherdensity development in response to future needs and
goals. Terry Foegler, director of strategic initiatives and special projects for the city of Dublin, is supportive of
the Insight2050 study.

Shifts in demographics and housing trends would lead to other changes, too. These would include
transportation shifts that could result in significant cost savings on road construction: The most urban,
populationdense scenario modeled by the study would require no new road construction to accommodate
growth.

The history of predicting what the future will look like often looks pretty silly in hindsight; if rosy predictions
in the 1950s and 1960s held true today, we all would have flying cars and personal robots. This, however, is
not pieinthesky, but a serious study based on documented trends, demographics and research. On the cusp
of growth that will transform the region, planners today are in a position to make the future look brighter a
few decades down the road. They would be wise to take Insight2050’s findings into account.
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Memorandum 

 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

William Murdock, Executive Director 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 35-14:  “TO UTILIZE THE DATA AND KEY TRENDS 

RESULTING OUT OF THE INSIGHT2050 PROJECT INTO MORPC, 

REGIONAL AND LOCAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES”  

 

MORPC passed resolution 24-13 on November 14, 2013, which authorized the 

executive director to enter into an agreement for consulting services with Calthorpe 

Associates to conduct a regional growth impact analysis – insight2050 – and to 

receive local funds for the project. 

 

Since then, MORPC, together with Columbus 2020 and ULI Columbus, hired the 

national planning firm Calthorpe Associates to help assess the impacts of current 

and future land development decisions across a variety of key metrics related to 

transportation, environment, public health, and government and household finances.  

  

Calthorpe Associates developed a model that produced compelling and objective 

data to inform land use and development decisions for four mutually agreed upon 

development scenarios for Central Ohio based upon the region’s projected growth of 

more than 500,000 people, 300,000 new homes, and 300,000 new jobs by 2050. 

The results of insight2050 indicate that growing in a more compact fashion to meet 

the emerging market demand for smaller residences and lots, walkable 

neighborhoods, mixed use environments, mixed age and mixed income communities, 

and more transportation choices will have positive impacts on transportation, land 

consumption, public health, water use, energy use, greenhouse gas emissions, 

household costs, and local government finances. Calthorpe Associates provided 

output metrics related to each of these topic areas to demonstrate the opportunities 

and implications of varying policy and development decisions across the region. 

 

A 30 member steering committee representing both public and private stakeholders 

of different disciplines across the region accompanied the process and helped 

validate the inputs and results. This steering committee has recommended that the 

data should be used for both regional and local planning activities moving forward. 

The projected growth of population and jobs is not guaranteed, and in order for 

Central Ohio to remain vital and competitive, communities need to look at the region 
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as a whole and work together to adapt to the changing demographic trends and 

demands.  

 

As such, resolution 35-14 declares that MORPC will incorporate the data and key 

trends resulting out of the insight2050 project into its planning activities and that 

other regional and local planning efforts are encouraged to incorporate the key 

trends as well. Furthermore, the resolution directs MORPC staff to identify ways to 

continue the next phase of insight2050 to assist local communities in preparing for 

their future growth. Finally, as insight2050 is not a regional land use plan, it is 

important to note the resolution does not select a preferred scenario.  

 

 

Attachment:  Resolution 35-14 

 



RESOLUTION 35-14 

 

“TO UTILIZE THE DATA AND KEY TRENDS RESULTING OUT OF THE INSIGHT2050 PROJECT INTO 

MORPC, REGIONAL AND LOCAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES” 

 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission has engaged in previous regional planning 

efforts, such as Regional Connections and Shaping our Future; and 

 

WHEREAS, the seven-county Central Ohio area is projected to grow by more than 500,000 people, 

300,000 new homes and 300,000 new jobs by 2050; and 

 

WHEREAS, the projected growth of population and jobs is not guaranteed. In order for Central Ohio to 

remain competitive, communities need to consider the region as a whole and cooperatively work 

together to maximize our competitive advantages as a regional employment center; and 

 

WHEREAS, nationally recognized changing demographics and housing preferences will impact our 

region’s competitive position relative to work force development and job creation; and 

 

WHEREAS, these national and local trends have triggered the need to  better understand the impacts 

on each community in Central Ohio, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, Columbus 2020, 

and ULI Columbus jointly undertook insight2050; and  

 

WHEREAS, insight2050 is a collaborative initiative to understand the growth and demographic 

impacts that will occur during the next 30 years by utilizing these new analytical techniques; and  

 

WHEREAS, the emerging trends suggest that the market demand will include rather smaller 

residences and lots, walkable neighborhoods, mixed use environments (residences in close proximity 

to employment centers), mixed age and mixed income communities, and increased transportation 

choices; and  

 

WHEREAS, the insight2050 results indicate that growing in a more compact fashion to meet the 

emerging market demand will have positive impacts on a variety of indicators in terms of 

transportation costs, household costs, local government finances, public health, land consumption, 

water use, energy use, and greenhouse gas emissions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the growth represents both opportunities and implications for each community and our 

regional economy, depending on the policy and development decisions that are individually made; 

now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That insight2050 is not a regional land use plan, but provides the framework for 

regional growth and local decision making, superseding results of previous activities, 

such as Regional Connections and Shaping our Future. 

 

Section 2. That MORPC staff incorporate the key trends into their planning activities, specifically 

in the development the 2016-2040 Columbus Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan. 

 

Section 3.  That other regional planning activities, such as the COTA Next Generation 2050 Plan, 

are encouraged to incorporate the key trends into their planning activities. 
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Section 4. That local communities preparing comprehensive plans, thoroughfare plans, small 

area plans, or other studies are encouraged to incorporate the key trends into their 

planning activities. 

 

Section 5. That MORPC staff is directed to identify ways to continue with next phases of 

insight2050 to develop tools and other resources to assist local communities in their 

local decision-making relative to economic competitiveness and future growth. 

  

Section 6.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 

 

 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Effective date: December 11, 2014 

Submitted by: William Murdock, Executive Director 

Prepared by:  Kerstin Carr, MORPC Planning & Environment Director 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: December 11, 2014 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

William Murdock 

Executive Director 

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 36-14: "ACCEPTING LIBERTY TOWNSHIP 

(DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)" 

 
 

 

The Liberty Township Trustees met October 6, 2014 and passed a resolution to join 

the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) effective January 1, 2015 and 

to accept the conditions of membership contained in MORPC’s Articles of Agreement. 

The attached resolution accepts Liberty Township as a member of MORPC, which will 

help meet the desire of MORPC’s membership to continue to grow the organization 

for the benefit of a stronger Central Ohio region. 

   

Attachment:  Resolution 36-14 

 



RESOLUTION 36-14 

 

“ACCEPTING LIBERTY TOWNSHIP (DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 

WHEREAS, Liberty Township recognizes the need for collaborative, cooperative planning in order to 

ensure continued growth and prosperity; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC’s mission is to be the regional voice and a catalyst for sustainability and econom-

ic prosperity in order to secure a competitive advantage for Central Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, Liberty Township has petitioned for membership in MORPC; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of MORPC’s members to continue to grow for the benefit of strong collabo-

ration on regional issues; and  

 

WHEREAS, Liberty Township will be assessed $8,080 dues based on 2015 population estimates; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Liberty Township Trustees passed a resolution accepting the conditions of member-

ship contained in MORPC’s Articles of Agreement; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That Liberty Township is accepted as a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission effective January 1, 2015. 

 

Section 2. That the Bylaws provide that two (2) representatives for Liberty Township are eligible 

to serve as voting members at the MORPC Commission meetings. 

 

Section 3. That Liberty Township shall be entitled to the same regular services of MORPC as 

other members and that any special services will be purchased by the Township 

based on standard MORPC rates.   

 

Section 4. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 5.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Effective date: January 1, 2015 

Submitted by: William Murdock, Executive Director 

Prepared by:  Eileen Leuby, Member Services Coordinator, Public & Government Affairs 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: December 11, 2014 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 37-14: "ACCEPTANCE OF THE FISCAL BUDGET 

AND FUND ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 2015" 

 
 

 

This resolution establishes an agency operating revenue budget of $13,398,502 for 

calendar year 2015 and sets authorized appropriation levels for the agency expense 

and capital expenditures budget line items. 

 

The full 2015 operating budget document with comparisons to the 2014 revised 

budget and an executive summary highlighting key elements of the 2015 budget is 

attached. 

 

 

Attachment:  Resolution 37-14 



RESOLUTION 37-14 

 

“ACCEPTANCE OF THE FISCAL BUDGET AND FUND ACCOUNT APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE OPERATION 

OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 2015” 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission annually adopts the agency budget and fund account appropriations; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the finance department, working with the executive director and all MORPC departments, 

has formulated the 2015 Budget and fund account appropriations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Executive Committee has reviewed the 2015 Budget and fund account appropria-

tions and recommends adoption; now therefore, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the operating budget attached as page 4 of the 2015 Budget is adopted. 

 

Section 2. That the finance director is hereby authorized and directed to adopt the 2015 fund 

appropriations as shown below and transfer funds up to the amounts listed in the 

transfer appropriation lines below. 
 

    Franklin    

Fund Org. County   2015 

No. No. Object   Appropriations 

    Code Account Title Budget 

9013 13570 510000 Salaries $4,740,476  

9013 13570 515000 Fringe Benefits 1,844,778 

9013 13570 520000 Services & Charges and Materials 6,641,208 

9013 13570 540000 

Capital outlay – Equipment, Prop-

erty Acquisition & Rehab 530,000 

9013 13570 550000 Homeownership Assistance 69,000 

9043 43570 540000 Capital outlay – Building 50,000 

9043 43570 520000 Services & Charges and Materials 50,000 

      TOTAL $13,925,462  

   
Initial Transfer(s): 

 9043 43570 575100 Transfer Appropriation - Out $50,000  

9013 13570 475100 Transfer Appropriation - In $50,000  

   
Repayment of Transfer(s): 

 9013 13570 575200 Transfer Appropriation - Out $800,000  

9042 42570 475200 Transfer Appropriation - In $800,000  

 

Section 3. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 
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Section 4.  That the finance director is authorized and directed to make any necessary alloca-

tion changes within a single fund of the appropriations up to 5 percent of the total 

appropriations to accommodate operating and accounting requirements of the 

Commission. 

 

Section 5.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

_________________________________________  

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Effective date: January 1, 2015 

Submitted by: Shawn P. Hufstedler, Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

Prepared by:  Shawn P. Hufstedler, Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: December 11, 2014 

 

Attachment:  2015 Budget  
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Air Quality Index (AQI) levels in the Columbus region did not reach or exceed the Unhealthy for Sensitive 

Groups (USG) category on any day during the 2014 summer season. No other summer season in the past 20 

years has had zero poor air quality days in the Columbus region. Air quality overall during summer 2014 was 

similar to air quality in summer 2013, with the exception of two USG days in 2013. In both 2014 and 2013, AQI 

levels were Good on nearly two-thirds of days, and Moderate on about one-third of days, with PM2.5 as the 

dominant pollutant. In 2012, however, air quality was worse, with AQI levels at or above the USG threshold on 

more than 6% of days; ozone was the dominant pollutant on 77% of days. This difference in air quality 

conditions in 2014 and 2013, compared to 2012, is partly attributable to weather conditions (see page 2 for 

details). The improvement in air quality observed over the past three years also continues a strong trend over 

the past 20 years toward better air quality in central Ohio due to reductions in pollution emissions.  

33%

67%

2013

O3 

77%

23%

2012

O3 

PM2.5 

Very Unhealthy 

201 - 300 

Good 

0 - 50 

Moderate 

51 - 100 

Unhealthy 

151 - 200 

914040-6116 

Unhealthy for 

Sensitive Groups 

101 - 150 

Percentage of Days at Each AQI Level  

Pollutant Distribution on Days with AQI Levels of Moderate or Higher 

PM2.5 

64%

36%

2014

66%

33%

1%
2013

31%

69%

2014

O3 

PM2.5 

111 Liberty Street  ●  Suite 100  ●  Columbus, OH 43215 

(614) 228-2663  ●  (614) 228-1904 (fax)  ●  www.morpc.org 

Central Ohio Air Quality Summary 

April 1 - October 31, 2014 

54%
40%

6% <1%
2012



2 

 

Comparing Temperatures in 2012, 2013, and 2014 

Air quality monitors in central Ohio recorded improved air quality conditions during the 2014 and 2013 

summer seasons, compared to the 2012 summer season. This improvement is likely due in part to variations 

in temperature. The maps below show the departure from normal temperatures across the Midwest for June 

through August 2012, 2013, and 2014. Warm temperatures and sunlight enhance ozone formation, while 

cooler temperatures and cloud cover limit ozone formation. In 2012, temperatures were warmer than normal 

across much of the Midwest, including Ohio. By contrast, in 2013 and 2014, temperatures were below normal 

and ozone levels were lower in central Ohio. 

Weather and Air Quality Trends 

111 Liberty Street  ●  Suite 100  ●  Columbus, OH 43215 

(614) 228-2663  ●  (614) 228-1904 (fax)  ●  www.morpc.org 

Long-Term Trend: Substantial Decrease in Number of High Ozone Days 

While the short-term trend for lower 

ozone levels during the past two 

summers is likely attributable to 

cooler temperatures, the long-term 

trend toward notably cleaner air in 

central Ohio over the past two 

decades is attributable to reductions 

in pollution emissions. Since 1993, 

central Ohio has averaged 22 days 

with high ozone concentrations per 

year. However, the last several years 

have shown far fewer high ozone 

days per year by comparison, even 

during warmer than normal 

summers (such as 2012).  
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Summer 2014 Highest Observed AQI Days 

Date 
Next-Day 

Forecast 

Same-Day 

Forecast 
Observed AQI Peak Monitor(s) 

4/21/14 57 77 93 New Albany 

6/07/14 93 100 100 Columbus—Maple Canyon Drive & New Albany 

7/11/14 67 67 100 Columbus—Franklin Park  

7/12/14 71 67 93 London 

8/04/14 84 84 100 Columbus—Franklin Park  

Daily Maximum AQI Values and Forecasts  

The table below shows the observed and forecast AQI levels on the days with the five highest observed AQI levels. On 

all five days, ozone was the primary pollutant, observed AQI levels were Moderate, and the same- and next-day 

forecasts called for Moderate AQI levels. Following the table is a brief description of weather conditions on each day. 

April 21:  Southwesterly winds transported warm air and pollutants into central Ohio, and partly sunny skies aided ozone 

formation, resulting in high-Moderate AQI levels. 

June 7:  An upper-level ridge of high pressure over the Midwest reduced atmospheric mixing and produced partly sunny 

skies and warm temperatures in central Ohio, aiding ozone formation. In addition, light surface winds reduced pollutant 

dispersion. These conditions resulted in high-Moderate AQI levels.  

July 11-12:  An upper-level high-pressure system over the region limited atmospheric mixing and produced mostly sunny 

skies and afternoon temperatures in the mid– to upper 80s in central Ohio. These conditions enhanced ozone formation. On 

July 11, calm to light winds inhibited pollutant dispersion, and on July 12, southwesterly winds transported additional 

pollutants into the region. As a result, AQI levels were high-Moderate on both days. 

August 4:  Mostly sunny skies and afternoon temperatures in the upper-80s aided ozone formation in the Columbus region, 

and calm to light surface winds limited pollutant dispersion, leading to high-Moderate AQI levels. 
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Although Sonoma Technology, Inc. prepares air quality forecasts using the highest professional standards, forecasting is an inexact science.  Therefore, 

Sonoma Technology, Inc. cannot assume any liability or responsibility for any consequences which might arise due to the accuracy or inaccuracy of 

forecasts delivered under this Contract, or for any decisions or actions taken which are based on the forecasts provided.  When forecasts have greater 

uncertainty, STI meteorologists adjust AQI forecasts higher with the goal of protecting public health, which can result in a lower PC and a higher FAR. 

Percent Correct (PC):  The percentage of forecasts that matched observations by AQI category.  

Probability of Detection (POD):  The ability to correctly predict high-pollution events at or above a certain threshold. 

False Alarm Rate (FAR):  The percentage of cases for which a forecast of high pollution (at or above the threshold) was 
incorrect. 

Statistical Measures 

Good-Moderate AQI Threshold Forecast Statistics 

STI provides same-day, next-day, and extended AQI daily 

forecasts for central Ohio. A statistical summary of same-

day and next-day forecasting performance is shown in 

the charts at right. All forecast statistics discussed in this 

summary are described at the bottom of this page. 

 

Of the 214 next-day forecasts issued, 148 were correct at 

the Good-Moderate threshold, resulting in a Percent 

Correct (PC) of 69%. Of the 77 days with observed AQI 

levels of at least Moderate, 68 were correctly predicted in 

the next-day forecast, resulting in a Probability of 

Detection (POD) of 88%. The False Alarm Rate (FAR) for 

the next-day forecasts was 46%. Same-day forecast 

performance was very good, with a PC of 86%, a POD of 

95%, and a FAR of only 26%. Good forecast accuracy is 

characterized by low FAR and high PC and POD scores. 

 

Forecast performance for the summer 2014 season was 

generally consistent with performance in the previous 

two summer seasons. POD increased slightly in summer 

2014, while PC decreased and FAR increased. For the 

past three summers, PC scores were at least 69%, POD 

scores were at least 79%, and FAR scores were 46% or 

less. 

There were zero days with observed or forecast AQI levels 

at or above the USG category. Thus, the PC of forecasts at 

the Moderate-USG AQI threshold was 100%, FAR was 0%, 

and POD was not calculable. 

Moderate-USG AQI Threshold Forecast Statistics 
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Ellen Moss Williams 

Robert Myers 

Megan O’Callaghan 
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Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Bryan Rhoads 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

David Simmons 

Thom Slack 

Ike Stage 

Ted Staton 

W. Curtis Stitt 

Scott Tourville 

Bill Vance 

Nancy White 

 

Commission Members 

Franklin Christman 

Bill Habig 

Tom Johnson 

Christopher Manegold 

Steve Stolte 

 

Associate Members 

Tom Goodney John O’Meara Nikki Scarpitti 

 

Staff 

Bernice Cage 

Kerstin Carr 

Amelia Costanzo 

Mark Crosten 

Mary Ann Frantz 

Nick Gill 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

Eileen Leuby 

William Murdock 

Deborah Murphy 

Nancy Reger 

David Rutter 

Shari Saunders 

Maria Schaper 

Thea Walsh 

Garth Weithman 

Kathy Werkmeister 

 

Guests 

Glenn Marzluf, Del-Co Water Company 

Clyde Seidle, City of Hilliard 

Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 

  

 

Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Meeting to order at 2:51 p.m. 

 

Mr. Phillips reported that on November 12, 2014 he attended a meeting between Indiana MPOs, Mayors and 

Counties regarding the proposed Columbus to Chicago passenger rail line. MORPC Team Members Thea 

Walsh and Dina López also attended the meeting which took place in Lima, Ohio. Mr. Phillips commended Ms. 

Walsh on a job well done.  
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 Metropolitan Planning Organization Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

o Thea Walsh continued Mr. Phillip’s report on the summit in Lima that was attended by 24 people. 

The discussion now includes MPOs and counties along the proposed rail line. Dina López is the 

MORPC Transportations Systems & Funding Team Lead on the project.  

o Ms. Walsh invited members to attend the Recertification Open House on November 20, 2014, 

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at MORPC. On November 20 and 21, the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will be looking at MORPC’s service over the 

last four years. The Open House is open to the public.  

o The SR 161 Traffic Study is now on MORPC’s website. 

o ODOT Office of Transit announced the statewide awards for SFY 2014 Specialized Transportation 

Program.  Specialized vehicles were awarded to agencies in Fairfield, Franklin, and Licking 

Counties. Governor Kasich has sent a letter to the FTA designating MORPC and six other entities to 

become Designated Recipients to administer FTA’s Section 5310 Program in seven Ohio 

urbanized areas. Once approved by the FTA, MORPC will be able to administer Section 5310 funds 

in the Columbus area. Section 5310 funds are used to enhance the mobility of seniors and 

individuals with disabilities. 

o Ms. Walsh gave an Introduction to the 2016-2040 Columbus Area Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan (MTP).  Ms. Walsh reviewed the proposed goals of the plan. The goals will be presented next 

month for adoption. Maria Schaper is the MORPC Transportation Systems & Funding Team Lead 

on the MTP. 

 
Consent Agenda 

Marilyn Brown made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, second by Nancy White; motion passed. 

 

Boundaries Discussion Task Force – Eric Phillips, Boundaries Discussion Task Force Co-Chair 

Mr. Phillips reported a resolution will be presented next month on proposed changes to MORPC’s MPO 

boundary. 

 

The Transportation Policy Committee Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rory McGuiness, Secretary 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014TransOpenHouseInvite.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/highway/sr-161-traffic-study/index
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014NovMTP.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014NovMTP.pdf


 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Nick Gill, Assistant Director 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-17-14: "Amending the State Fiscal Year 

(SFY) 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program" 
 

Proposed Resolution T-17-14 will add or modify 18 projects on the SFY 2014-2017 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with commitments totaling over $180 

million.  These changes are necessary to enable these projects to advance using the 

identified sources of funding and to maintain fiscal constraint.  In January, ODOT will 

ask the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) to amend the Statewide TIP to include these changes.  

 

Attachment 1 to the resolution provides a description of the funding and scope of 

each project, including a description of the bicycle and pedestrian components.  The 

following projects in the amendment have a commitment of MORPC-attributable 

funds: 

 

 Columbus: Fifth Avenue Multi-use Path and Bridge Rehabilitation 

 Columbus: COTA Sidewalks Phase 2 

 Pickerington: Center St at Milnor Rd & Meadows Blvd Intersection 

Modification 

 

Below is an explanation of the proposed changes to the TIP.  

 

Columbus received a construction cost estimate for the Fifth Avenue multi-use path 

and bridge rehabilitation project that was greater than the amount on the TIP.  The 

amendment would increase the local share to cover the additional costs.  The 

MORPC-attributable amount shown is equal to the existing cap limit for the project.  

The amendment would not change the cap limit, but reflect the intent to use funds 

up to the limit.  

 

Columbus received an estimate of right-of-way costs with the preliminary right-of-way 

plans and is requesting additional funds.  The amendment would increase MORPC-

attributable funds for right-of-way by $640,000, as requested. 
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COTA requested routine federal and local funding adjustments for the following: 

 Purchase of 17 Replacement Paratransit Vehicles for Mainstream in 

2015 

 McKinley Ave Facility Rehabilitation  

 Northern Lights Park and Ride  

 Cleveland Ave BRT Project Development, including a Transit Center and 

Park and Ride at SR 161  

 

ODOT's Office of Transit requested the addition of 8 projects to the TIP that, in 

aggregate, will purchase 12 vehicles for private nonprofit agencies.  These 

agencies applied to ODOT's Office of Transit for and received over $421,000 of 

FTA Section 5310 Specialized Transportation Funding to pay 80 percent of the 

capital cost of light-transit vehicles or modified minivans.  

 

ODOT District 6 requested the following modifications to the TIP: 

 Increase construction funding to modify the intersection of US 23 at SR-

315 and Stratford Road in Delaware. 

 Add the construction phase of a project on the North Central Outerbelt to 

carry eastbound traffic on I-270 over SR-315 to access US 23.  

Previously, funds for construction were not anticipated until SFY 2020. 

 Increase construction funding for a major rehabilitation of I-71 in Grove 

City and Jackson Township between SR-665 and Stringtown Road.  The 

project will also add a third lane to I-71 in each direction. 

 Increase construction funding for a project to rehabilitate and raise six 

bridges over I-71 in Delaware and Morrow counties.  

 

Pickerington submitted an updated application in June for the project at the 

Center/Milnor/Meadows intersection.  The application showed an increase in 

estimated right-of-way costs in SFY 2015 and requested additional funds.  The 

amendment would add a preliminary engineering phase for right-of-way 

consulting services and increase funds for the right-of-way phase.  The 

amendment would increase MORPC-attributable funds for right-of-way by 

$140,000, as requested. 

 

 

 

NTG:NJV:bsn 

 

Attachments: 

 Project Map 

 Proposed Resolution T-17-14 
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RESOLUTION T-17-14 

 

“AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM” 

 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

(MORPC) adopted the SFY 2014-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by Resolution T-5-

13; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus has requested the modification of two projects on the 2014-2017 

TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Central Ohio Transit Authority has requested the modification of four projects on the 

2014-2017 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation has requested the addition and modification of 

projects on the 2014-2017 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Pickerington has requested the modification of one project on the 2014-2017 

TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the projects are consistent with the transportation policies, plans, and programs, 

including the most recent Metropolitan Transportation Plan adopted by the Transportation Policy 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on December 1, 2014, and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee at its meeting on December 3, 2014, recommended approval of 

this resolution to the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the MORPC SFY 2014-2017 TIP be amended to include the project information 

as shown in Attachment 1. 

 

Section 2. That it affirms that the fiscal balance of the SFY 2014-2017 TIP is maintained. 

 

Section 3. That the determination of conformity between the TIP and the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) is hereby reaffirmed, as the projects are exempt from conformity 

requirements or have been included in the most recent air quality conformity 

approval. 

 

Section 4. That this resolution will be transmitted to ODOT and all local agencies listed as 

sponsoring agencies in Attachment 1 for appropriate action. 
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Section 5. That the Transportation Policy Committee finds and determines that all formal 

deliberations and actions of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption 

of this resolution were taken in open meetings of this committee.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

_________________________________________  

Date 

 

Prepared by: Transportation Staff 

 

Attachment: 

 Amended Project Information for the SFY 2014-2017 TIP 



Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: Columbus PID: 90382 TIP ID: 1801 MTP ID:  1297

Project Type(s): Multi-Use Path/Bridge Rehabilitation Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-CR500-00.00 Length (mi.): 0.55

Con $2,500,000HBP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Fifth Ave from McKinley Ave to Dublin Rd, Multi-Use Path/Bridge Rehabilitation, includes replacement of bridge over 

Scioto River.  Project also called Scioto Trail - Fifth Avenue Connector.

Sidewalk on 1 side, multi-use path on 1 side. From Lake Shore Dr. to Dublin Rd. - 5' wide (except 7' wide on bridge) 

sidewalk on north side. 0.71 mi. added to ped network.

Multi-use path. 10' wide on south side; 14' horizontal clearance on bridge. 0.55 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Con $2,374,348TAP-M2015 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

Con $2,442,954Local2015

Total: $7,317,302

Agency: Columbus PID: 95553 TIP ID: 2657 MTP ID:  994

Project Type(s): Sidewalks Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Sidewalks-Phase 2 Length (mi.): 1.62

ROW $800,320TEA-M2015 MORPC Funds

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Sidewalks Phase 2, Sidewalks, 3 segments: 

(1) Kenny Rd from Kendale Rd to Francisco Rd

(2) E Campus View Blvd & and Huntington Park Dr from N High St to Crosswoods Park and Ride.

(3) Dierker Rd from Henderson Rd to Bethel Rd.

Sidewalk on 2 sides.  3.24 mi. added to ped network.

Multi-use path. Path on Dierker Rd only: 10' wide multi-use path on the west side.  No bicycle facility on other 

segments. 0.5 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

ROW $200,080Local2015

Total: $1,000,400

Agency: COTA PID: 91748 TIP ID: 2559 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA McKinley Ave-Renovation Length (mi.):

Con $13,044,093SEC 53072015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 1600 McKinley Ave Facility Renovation, Transit Activity, Phase 3B includes construction of a new bus wash and 

dayroom addition and renovation of the 2nd floor Customer Call Center. 11.44.03

Not Applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Con $4,684,925SEC 53392015

Con $31,963,336Local-Transit2017

Con $8,548,580Local-Transit2015

Total: $58,240,934

Friday, December 05, 2014 Page 1 of 8

Funds in FYs prior to 2014 are not included in this report nor in the 2014-2017 TIP.



Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: COTA PID: 92570 TIP ID: 2588 MTP ID:  12

Project Type(s): Transit Activity Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Northern Lights Park and Ride- Length (mi.):

Con $4,535,478Local-Transit2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Northern Lights Park and Ride, Transit Activity, PE, ROW and Construction 11.33.04

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $4,535,478

Agency: COTA PID: 94357 TIP ID: 2634 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Expansion Capital Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Cleveland Ave (CMAX) BRT - Proje Length (mi.):

PE Envir $4,242,493Local-Transit2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Cleveland Ave (CMAX) BRT - Project Development, Transit Expansion Capital, Bus Rapid Transit on Cleveland 

Ave from Downtown to Polaris Parkway/Africa Rd - PE and NEPA work.  ROW for Cleveland Ave and SR-161 Transit 

Center, and Park and Ride 13.31.20

Modify existing facilities. 

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

ROW $1,703,397Local-Transit2016

Total: $5,945,890

Agency: ODOT PID: 96850 TIP ID: 2906 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Heritage Day Health-Centers Length (mi.):

Purch $84,693SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Two Heritage Day Health Center Light Transit Vehicles with Lifts, Purchase, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT 

Office of Transit (LTV-12-2 and LTN-8-2)

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $21,173Local-Transit2015

Total: $105,866

Friday, December 05, 2014 Page 2 of 8

Funds in FYs prior to 2014 are not included in this report nor in the 2014-2017 TIP.



Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT PID: 96851 TIP ID: 2907 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Netcare Access- Length (mi.):

Purch $64,042SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Netcare Two Modified Minivans, Purchase, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of Transit (MMV)

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $16,010Local-Transit2015

Total: $80,052

Agency: ODOT PID: 99438 TIP ID: 2934 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-American Red Cross- Length (mi.):

Purch $64,042SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Two American Red Cross MMV Vehicles, Purchase, with lifts, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of 

Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $16,010Local-Transit2015

Total: $80,052

Agency: ODOT PID: 99439 TIP ID: 2939 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Canal Winchester-Human Service Length (mi.):

Purch $32,021SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

One MMV Canal Wichester Human Service Inc, Purchase, with lift,Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of 

Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $8,005Local-Transit2015

Total: $40,026

Friday, December 05, 2014 Page 3 of 8

Funds in FYs prior to 2014 are not included in this report nor in the 2014-2017 TIP.



Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT PID: 99442 TIP ID: 2938 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Food for Good-Thought Length (mi.):

Purch $32,021SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

One MMV Food for Good Thought, Purchase, with lift, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $8,005Local-Transit2015

Total: $40,026

Agency: ODOT PID: 99443 TIP ID: 2937 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-LifeCare Alliance- Length (mi.):

Purch $38,953SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

One LifeCare Allliance LTV, Purchase, with lift, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $9,738Local-Transit2015

Total: $48,691

Agency: ODOT PID: 99444 TIP ID: 2936 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-The Alpha Group of-Delaware, Inc Length (mi.):

Purch $41,565SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

One LTV The Alpha Group of Delaware Co, Purchase, with lift, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of 

Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $10,391Local-Transit2015

Total: $51,956

Friday, December 05, 2014 Page 4 of 8
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Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT PID: 99445 TIP ID: 2935 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Purchase Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Catholic Social-Services Length (mi.):

Purch $64,042SEC 53102015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Catholic Social Services Two MMV Vehicles, Purchase, with lifts, Specialized Transportation Program ODOT Office of 

Transit

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Purch $16,010Local-Transit2015

Total: $80,052

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 79366 TIP ID: 1463 MTP ID:  692

Project Type(s): Intersection Modification/Safety Improvemen Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-US023-08.770 Length (mi.): 0.33

PE Envir $18,680HP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

US-23 at SR-315 and Stratford Rd, Intersection Modification/Safety Improvement, realignment of intersection.

Multi-use path. Along the south side of the new Meeker Way to allow connection to planned bikeways. 0.1 mi. added 

to ped network.

Multi-use path. Along the south side of the new Meeker Way to allow connection to planned bikeways. 0.1 mi. added 

to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE Envir $4,670Local2015

PE DD $59,781HP2015

PE DD $14,945Local2015

ROW $254,700HSIP2015

ROW $48,435HP2015

ROW $28,300State2015

ROW $12,109Local2015

Con $1,729,445HSIP2015

Con $192,161State2015

Total: $2,363,226

Friday, December 05, 2014 Page 5 of 8
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Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 81747 TIP ID: 1556 MTP ID:  236/ 271

Project Type(s): Major Widening/New Bridge Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR270-21.67 (C) Length (mi.): 2.77

Con $2,056,000HSIP2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-270 from 1.1 mi W of SR-315 to 0.7 mi E of US-23, Major Widening/New Bridge, North Central Outerbelt 

Construction Project #5, C. Construct new bridge to carry I-270 eastbound over SR-315 to access US 23. Includes 

work on SR-315 and 4 new structures.

No change to existing conditions. pedestrians prohibited

No change to existing conditions. bicycles prohibited

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Con $38,750,000GARVEE2015

Con $1,044,000NHPP2015

Con $775,000State2015

Total: $42,625,000

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 84868 TIP ID: 2447 MTP ID:  533

Project Type(s): Major Widening/Bridge Deck Replace Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR071-05.290 Length (mi.): 4.45

PE Envir $34,817State2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-71 from 0.8 miles south of SR-665 to just north of Stringtown Rd, Major Widening/Bridge Deck Replace from 4 to 6 

lanes, major rehabilitation and additional third lane widened to the median of I-71. Re-deck and widen structures 

over White Rd.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE DD $298,337State2015

Con $40,960,000GARVEE2016

Con $4,000,000State2016

Total: $45,293,154
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Funds in FYs prior to 2014 are not included in this report nor in the 2014-2017 TIP.



Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 92230 TIP ID: 2583 MTP ID:  1020

Project Type(s): Bridge Deck Replace Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-IR071-13.07 Length (mi.): 0.6

ROW $100,000State2015

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-71 at 6 locations in Delaware and Morrow counties, Bridge Deck Replace, rehab and raise 6 structures over I-71 to 

16' 6" vertical clearance. Bridges carry N Galena Rd, SR-521, Kilbourne Rd, W Liberty-Mt Vernon Rd, SR-229, and 

Cardington-Chesterville Rd.

No change to existing conditions. 

No change to existing conditions. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Con $10,988,000Bond2016

Con $1,000,000State2016

Total: $12,088,000

Agency: Pickerington PID: 90384 TIP ID: 1707 MTP ID:  1088

Project Type(s): Intersection Modification Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FAI-CR020-08.90 Length (mi.): 0.1

PE Envir $40,000STP-M2015 MORPC Funds

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Center St at Milnor Rd and Meadows Blvd, Intersection Modification, Full reconstruction of the intersection to a 

modern roundabout, increase sight distance, modify geometry, and allow all turning movements.

Sidewalk on 1 side. Connect sidewalk from Meadows Drive to Longview Street along Milnor Road. 0.1 mi. added to 

ped network.

Bicycle lanes. Climbing lanes proposed in the uphill direction. 0.1 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE Envir $10,000Local2015

ROW $100,000CMAQ-M2015 MORPC Funds

ROW $40,000STP-M2015 MORPC Funds

ROW $35,000Local2015

Total: $225,000
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Resolution T-17-14

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Summary of Funding Sources

Source Description Total Amount

Bond State-Issued Bonds $10,988,000

CMAQ-M Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Improvement, Attributable to MORPC $100,000

GARVEE Federal Advance Construction Paid with State Bonds $79,710,000

HBP Highway Bridge Program $2,500,000

HP High Priority (Congressional Earmark) $126,896

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement Program $4,040,145

Local Local Public Agency $2,719,758

Local-Transit Local Public Transit Authority $51,098,626

NHPP National Highway Performance Program $1,044,000

SEC 5307 Transit Formula Block Grants $13,044,093

SEC 5310 Transit Specialized Transportation Program $421,379

SEC 5339 Transit Bus and Bus Facilities $4,684,925

State State Transportation Funds $6,428,615

STP-M Surface Transportation Program, Attributable to MORPC $80,000

TAP-M Transportation Alternatives, Attributable to MORPC $2,374,348

TEA-M Transportation Enhancement, Attributable to MORPC $800,320

Grand Total $180,161,105
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Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

Community Advisory Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Thea Walsh, Transportation Systems & Funding Director 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-18-14: “ADOPTING THE METROPOLITAN 

PLANNING ORGANIZATION BOUNDARY OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 

 
The Boundaries Discussion Task Force met over several months to consider the 

establishment of membership and programming area boundaries and the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) boundary for the Mid-Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission.   

 

The attached resolution establishes the MPO boundary for transportation planning at 

MORPC.  The Columbus 2010 census urbanized area expanded beyond the existing 

MPO boundary into Jerome Township in Union County, the City of New Albany in 

Licking County, and Liberty Township in Fairfield County. 

 

This expansion is based on the increased population of portions of these areas in the 

2010 census that incorporated a segment of each of the named political 

subdivisions in the expanded Columbus urbanized area.  This expansion of the MPO 

boundary is in accordance with Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-

21), the federal transportation legislation that governs the transportation planning 

process. 

 

Beyond the recommended boundary expansion the task force has made a 

recommendation that MORPC now recognizes a pathway to MPO membership for the 

greater Marysville and Lancaster areas.  This includes the City of Marysville and 

Paris, Dover, Mill Creek, and Union townships in Union County, and the City of 

Lancaster and Greenfield, Pleasant, Hocking and Berne townships in Fairfield County.  

These areas have a growth potential that could cause them to be included in the 

Columbus urbanized area in the 2020 or 2030 census. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution T-18-14



RESOLUTION T-18-14 

 

“ADOPTING THE METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION BOUNDARY OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission is 

designated as the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Columbus Urbanized Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303 (Metropolitan Transportation Planning requirements) 

define the areas to be included in the MPO, which is based on the census-defined urbanized area; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC's existing MPO boundary includes the political boundaries of Franklin County, 

Delaware County, Bloom and Violet Townships in Fairfield County, and the City of Pataskala and Etna 

Township in Licking County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Columbus 2010 census urbanized area expanded beyond the existing MPO boundary 

into Jerome Township in Union County, the expansion of the City of New Albany in Licking County, 

and Liberty Township in Fairfield County; and  

 

WHEREAS, 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303 requires Cooperative, Coordinating and Comprehen-

sive (3c) transportation planning agreements between MPOs and their communities.  These agree-

ments will be initiated for new and updated for existing political subdivisions within the MPO 

boundary; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC now recognizes a Pathway to MPO membership for the greater Marysville and 

Lancaster areas.  This includes the City of Marysville, Paris, Dover, Mill Creek, and Union Townships 

in Union County, and the City of Lancaster and Greenfield, Pleasant, Hocking, and Berne Townships 

in Fairfield County, as these areas have a growth potential that could cause them to be included in 

the Columbus urbanized area in the 2020 or 2030 census; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on December 1, 2014 and the Trans-

portation Advisory Committee at its meeting on December 3, 2014 recommended approval of this 

resolution by the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLAN-

NING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That it expands the MPO boundary to include political subdivisions to which the 2010 

census Columbus urbanized area expanded. 

 

Section 2. That it establishes the new and updated agreements for all political subdivisions in 

the MPO boundary. 

 

Section 3. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 4. That it establishes pathway to MPO membership status to political subdivisions that 

are forecasted to be included in the Columbus urbanized area by the 2020 or 2030 

census. 
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Section 5.  That this committee finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this committee. 

 

 

 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

 

 

Effective date:  December 11, 2014 

Submitted by:  William Murdock, Executive Director 

Prepared by:   Thea Walsh, Transportation Systems and Funding Director 

Authority:   23 USC 134 and 49 USC 5303 

For action date:  December 11, 2014 
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Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

Community Advisory Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Maria Schaper, Associate Planner 

Transportation Systems & Funding 

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-16-14: "ADOPTING GOALS FOR THE 2016-

2040 COLUMBUS AREA METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION 

PLAN" 

 
 

The attached resolution adopts goals to be used in developing the 2016-2040 

Columbus Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP). The MTP is the federally 

required, long-range, regional transportation plan, updated by MORPC every four 

years. The goals are six statements around which the MTP will be developed. The 

goals are meant to address broad regional issues that can be impacted through a 

wide range of transportation strategies and projects.  

 

The proposed goals were developed to be consistent with those of the currently 

adopted 2012-2035 Metropolitan Transportation Plan and other regional plans and 

initiatives recently completed by MORPC. They are also consistent with Moving Ahead 

for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), the federal transportation legislation and 

regulations with which MORPC's transportation planning must comply. The proposed 

goals were presented during the November committee meetings and were made 

available for public review and comment on November 3, 2014. 

 

These goals will be used for developing objectives to measure how the region is 

achieving the adopted goals as well as for developing criteria for evaluating 

strategies and candidate projects to be included in the MTP. The measurable 

objectives and the criteria will be brought before the Transportation Policy Committee 

for approval. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution T-16-14



RESOLUTION T-16-14 

 

“ADOPTING GOALS FOR THE 2016-2040 COLUMBUS AREA METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN” 

 

WHEREAS, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is designated as the metropolitan 

planning organization (MPO) by the governor acting through the Ohio Department of Transportation 

(ODOT) and in cooperation with locally elected officials; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC is developing the federally required, long-range, regional transportation plan for 

the MPO area that will include goals, shown in the attachment, that will guide regional transportation 

strategies and projects; and 

 

WHEREAS, the goals are consistent with other MORPC regional planning activities; and  

 

WHEREAS, the goals are consistent with Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), the 

federal transportation legislation with which MORPC's transportation planning must comply; and 

 

WHEREAS, MAP-21 requires a performance-based transportation planning process; and  

 

WHEREAS, the goals will be used for developing measureable objectives in accordance with MAP-21 

to measure how the region is achieving the adopted goals; and 

 

WHEREAS, the goals were distributed for public and member review and comment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its December 1, 2014 meeting and the  

Transportation Advisory Committee at its December 3, 2014 meeting recommended approval of  

these goals; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL  

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That it adopts the 2016-2040 Columbus Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan goals 

as shown in the attachment.  

 

Section 2. That it directs staff to develop measurable objectives for the 2016-2040 Columbus 

Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan goals consistent with MAP-21. 

 

Section 3. That it directs staff to develop a process to evaluate strategies and candidate pro-

jects for inclusion in the MTP based on advancing the goals and meeting the objec-

tives. 

 

Section 4.  That it directs staff to bring the measurable objectives and evaluation process, once 

developed, to the Transportation Policy Committee for approval.  

 

Section 5.  That this Committee finds and determines that all formal deliberations and  

actions of this Committee concerning and relating to the adoption of this  

resolution were taken in open meetings of this Committee. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Prepared by:  TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS & FUNDING STAFF 

Attachment(s): GOALS FOR THE 2016-2040 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

 



Resolution T-16-14 

Attachment:  Goals for the 2016-2040 Columbus Area Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

 

 

Through transportation: 

 

 Reduce per capita energy consumption and promote alternative fuel resources to increase 

affordability and resilience of regional energy supplies. 

 

 Protect natural resources and mitigate infrastructure vulnerabilities to maintain a healthy 

ecosystem and community. 

 

 Position Central Ohio to attract and retain economic opportunity to prosper as a region and 

compete globally. 

 

 Create sustainable neighborhoods to improve residents' quality of life. 

 

 Increase regional collaboration and employ innovative transportation solutions to maximize 

the return on public expenditures. 

 

 Use public investments to benefit the health, safety, and welfare of people. 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Steve Campbell, City of Columbus 

Regional Policy Roundtable Vice Chair 

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 34-14: "ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015 

PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA" 

 

This resolution formally adopts the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s 

(MORPC) 2015 Public Policy Agenda. A working group consisting of members 

of MORPC’s Board and the Regional Policy Roundtable collaborated to create 

a robust and well-defined public policy agenda. It consists of strategic 

initiatives and collaborative efforts that directly represent the interests and 

concerns of Central Ohio.  The Public Policy Agenda was first presented to the 

Regional Policy Roundtable for approval. Approved by the Regional Policy 

Roundtable at its October meeting, the agenda was then presented to the 

MORPC Commission in November. Comments were accepted through 

November from the MORPC Commission members. 

 

The 2015 Public Policy Agenda serves as a framework for MORPC’s staff, 

members, and government affairs consultant, to use for implementing a 

successful advocacy program. In addition, the Public Policy Agenda was 

developed to educate and communicate to policymakers and others about the 

work and impact of MORPC. It will evolve as important issues and key 

concerns arise throughout the year.  
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RESOLUTION 34-14 

 

“ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015 PUBLIC POLICY AGENDA” 

 

WHEREAS, members of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) Board and the  

Regional Policy Roundtable collaborated to create a robust and well-defined 2015 Public Policy  

Agenda; and 

 

WHEREAS, it describes MORPC’s initiatives and collaborative efforts for the year 2015, which  

directly relate to its mission, goals, and objectives; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Public Policy Agenda provides a framework to advocate for policies that  

encourage making Central Ohio more competitive in a global marketplace while improving the quality 

of life in Central Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Public Policy Agenda provides direction to MORPC members and staff in order 

to act in concert with those initiatives; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Public Policy Agenda was designed to address important public policy issues 

and legislation that occur throughout the year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Public Policy Agenda will help MORPC be a leader in regional, state, and na-

tional policies; now therefore, 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That it supports and adopts the 2015 Public Policy Agenda. 

 

Section 2. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 3.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Effective date: December 11, 2014 

Submitted by: Steve Campbell, City of Columbus, Regional Policy Roundtable Vice Chair 

Prepared by:  Laura Koprowski, Director of Public & Government Affairs 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: January 1, 2015 

Attachment(s): 2015 Public Policy Agenda 
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Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  
FINAL- 2015 Public Policy Agenda 

 

Lead–Opportunities for legislative and public 

policy leadership 
Goal 1: Promote regionalism at the local, state and federal levels of 

government fostering economic prosperity, efficient use of resources, 

and a high quality of life for Central Ohio residents.  

 Advocate for policies and legislation that encourage local governments to collaborate and 

share services to make local governments fiscally stronger, more effective and efficient in 

serving the public. 

 Promote the valuable roles, duties and rights that local governments have in delivering 

services to residents, quality of life and economic prosperity.   

 Advance Federal and State tax and budget policies that balance the promotion of economic 

growth, while also ensuring the ability to provide vital local government services to residents. 

 Work with our regional partners to identify significant projects and grant opportunities to 

benefit the region. 

 Position MORPC as a leading resource for innovative planning strategies. 

 

Goal 2: Achieve a world-class transportation system that connects 

Central Ohio's people and products to the world. 

 Seek additional revenue and long term funding mechanisms for transportation at local, state 

and federal levels.  

 Advocate for reauthorization of MAP-21, the federal transportation bill. 

 Promote state designation and preserve federal recognition of metropolitan planning 

organizations and their regional approach to transportation planning and funding. 

 Advocate for a transportation system that encompasses a broad spectrum of fully integrated, 

technically-advanced options including cars; freight by air, rail, truck and ship; buses; light 

rail; rideshare; biking; walking; aviation; and inter-city passenger rail. 

 Advance the importance of the logistics industry to Central Ohio and support continued 

investments in the region's "inland port" intermodal, rail and other freight facilities. 

 Advocate for legislation and policies that improve transportation safety. 

 Advocate for policies and funding to improve workforce transportation options. 
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Goal 3: Conserve and enhance our region's environmental 

infrastructure of clean water, air and parklands. 

 Advocate for innovative strategies to maintain air quality attainment, reduce emissions and 

protect health and welfare by working with state, federal and business partners. 

 Advocate for the restoration and protection of Central Ohio water resources.  

 Advocate for innovative and balanced strategies to maintain water quality and quantity, 

reduce pollution and protect health by working with government, the agricultural community, 

universities, residents and business partners. 

 Support policies and funding that clean up vacant, blighted and abandoned properties, 

redevelop brownfields and preserve historic buildings to revitalize communities.  

 

Goal 4: Promote energy efficiency and safe, reliable and affordable 

sources of energy for our region. 

 Promote energy efficiency and conservation, as well as renewable and alternative energy. 

 Advocate policies to ensure economic opportunities and resiliency utilizing new and existing 

forms of energy. 

 Advocate for policies, funding and programs associated with deploying advanced energy and 

energy efficiency. 

Collaborate - Opportunities to form coalitions 

with like-minded organizations 

Economic Development 

 Promote a robust economy for the region and active collaboration with JobsOhio, 

Columbus2020 and local governments to pursue national and state policies and funding to 

advance economic growth and workforce development.    

 Encourage local government to focus job attraction incentives on new jobs and investment to 

the region. 

 Promote local food systems, food security and encourage state policies that promote the 

economic and environmental benefits of local foods systems and farmland preservation. 

 Improve financial stability of our region’s low and moderate income households. 

Energy & Environment 

 Participate in the development of infrastructure to facilitate the use of alternative fuel 

vehicles.  

 Promote the efficient use and management of waste streams through reuse and recycling 

programs that reduce environmental impacts and contribute to the economic 

competitiveness of the region.  
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Federal Funds 

 Support federal funding for defense installations, research and other initiatives in Central 

Ohio.  

  

 Participate in coalitions and partnerships for MORPC local government members to 

understand, engage and better position themselves for federal funding through 

appropriations, authorizations, bills, grants, and other possible options. 

Housing 

 Promote the development of housing policies that support lifelong communities. 

 Support policies that reduce the number of foreclosed and abandoned homes in Central Ohio 

and create incentives for individuals or business to purchase these properties. 

 Advocate for safe affordable housing and homeownership in Central Ohio through state and 

federal policies and programs. 

Land Use & Planning 

 Advocate for innovative and effective land-use regulations and planning tools as a way to 

promote sustainable growth; conserve environmentally sensitive areas; encourage farmland 

preservation; and reduce energy consumption. 

 

For more information: 

Laura Koprowski, Director of Public & Government Affairs 

lkoprowski@morpc.org 

614.233.4126 



 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Laura Koprowski 

Director, Public & Government Affairs 

 

DATE: 

 

December 5, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 33-14: "AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH A GOVERNMENT 

AFFAIRS & ADVOCACY CONSULTANT TO PROVIDE PUBLIC POLICY 

GUIDANCE, EDUCATION AND REPRESENTATION OF THE CENTRAL 

OHIO REGION TO STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT" 

 
This resolution authorizes the executive director to contract with a selected 

Government Affairs & Advocacy Consultant beginning January 1, 2015 through 

December 31, 2017 with three optional annual renewal extensions through 2020.   

 

MORPC conducted a fair and open selection process to solicit government affairs and 

advocacy proposals to review.  As part of the selection process, MORPC established a 

committee of Board members, Regional Policy Roundtable members and staff to 

evaluate all properly submitted proposals and interview final candidates. Members of 

the selection committee included Matt Greeson, Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Valerie 

Ridgeway, William Murdock, Laura Koprowski and Garth Weithman.  

 

Four proposals were received by the deadline and all were evaluated. The Committee 

interviewed two finalists. The chosen Government Affairs & Advocacy Consultant will 

provide a variety of services including: develop and implement strategies to help 

MORPC successfully promote the agency’s state and federal legislative and public 

policy objectives; work with the Regional Policy Roundtable to build capacity and 

provide representation for MORPC’s objectives before Central Ohio’s state and 

federal legislative delegation, Governor’s administration, state agencies and major 

public interest groups; and proactively obtain and monitor legislation and agency 

rule-making in areas of interest to MORPC members.  

 

Attachment:  Resolution 33-14



RESOLUTION 33-14 

 

“AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AGREEMENT WITH A GOVERNMENT AF-

FAIRS & ADVOCACY CONSULTANT TO PROVIDE PUBLIC POLICY GUIDANCE, EDUCATION AND REPRE-

SENTATION OF THE CENTRAL OHIO REGION TO STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT” 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) has an existing government affairs 

and public policy program for our MORPC members; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC’s public policy and advocacy efforts have developed a strong voice for the region 

and local governments’ needs at the Statehouse and in Washington, DC; and  

 

WHEREAS, a Government Affairs & Advocacy Consultant will engage with MORPC board members 

and team members to implement the Public Policy Agenda,  inform and guide actions of the Regional 

Policy Roundtable, and provide representation for MORPC’s legislative and public policy objectives; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, hiring a Government Affairs & Advocacy Consultant will further develop and strengthen 

MORPC’s government affairs program and regional relevancy to MORPC local government members 

and regional stakeholders; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC conducted a fair and open selection process upon the request for proposals for a 

government advocacy firm; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the executive director is hereby authorized to enter into agreement from January 

1, 2015 through December 31, 2017 with a Government Affairs & Advocacy Con-

sultant to provide policy guidance, education and representation of the Central Ohio 

region to state government with an option to renew on an annual basis through De-

cember 31, 2020.   

 

Section 2.  That the executive director is authorized to enter into a financial agreement with a 

Government Affairs & Advocacy Consultant that includes a monthly retainer fee plus 

MORPC approved travel costs to carry out the scope of services agreed upon by 

MORPC and the Consultant. It is expected that each month’s bill for services will be: 

  2015 - $6,000 per month 

  2016 - $6,000 per month 

  2017 - $7,000 per month 

 If the agreement is extended to additional years, each month’s bill will be:  

 2018 - $7,000 per month 

  2019 - $7,500 per month 

  2020 - $7,500 per month  

 

Section 3. That the executive director is authorized to approve one or more extensions of time 

not to exceed 180 days in the aggregate for performance of services under the fore-

going agreements and change orders not to exceed 20 percent of the original total 

agreement prices without further authorization from this Commission. 

 

Section 4. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 
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Section 5.  That this committee finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this committee. 

 

 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Effective date: December 11, 2014 

Submitted by: Laura Koprowski, Director, Public and Government Affairs 

Prepared by:  Laura Koprowski, Director, Public and Government Affairs 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: December 11, 2014 

 

Attachment:  Request for Proposals Government Relations 



 
 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 
 

Purpose of Request 

 

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is releasing a request for Proposal from 

a government relations firm to provide state and federal public policy guidance, strategy, 

education, and representation of the Central Ohio region to state and federal government 

elected leaders and key staff members. MORPC is seeking to engage with a government 

relations firm for a three-year contract to begin January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2017.  

 

MORPC’s needs are outlined in the following Request for Proposal (RFP). 

 

About MORPC 

MORPC is a voluntary association of more than 50 local governments (counties, cities, 

townships and villages) and regional organizations (such as MetroParks, Columbus 

Metropolitan Library and SWACO). MORPC is a federally designated Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) providing regional transportation planning, programs and funding. MORPC 

also operates as a Council of Governments and officially holds governmental and non-profit 

status. The organization is committed to be the regional voice and a catalyst for sustainability 

and economic prosperity in order to secure a competitive advantage for Central Ohio. MORPC 

does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, or disability in 

programs, services, or employment. Information on non-discrimination and related MORPC 

policies and procedures is available at the MORPC website (www.morpc.org) under 

Overview/Policies section (http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/index ).  

 

About MORPC’s Government Affairs Approach 

Perhaps never before has legislative and public policy played such an important role in the 

growth and development of our region. As our nation and state face unprecedented challenges 

and opportunities, MORPC is acutely aware how these major issues impact Central Ohio's 

quality of life, prosperity and future. 

MORPC’s  Public Policy Agenda is developed by members of the Regional Policy Roundtable, a 

group of diverse interests and representation chaired by MORPC Board Member Marilee 

Chinnici-Zuercher of the City of Dublin. The Roundtable’s vice chair is Steve Campbell of the 

City of Columbus. The Public Policy Agenda is approved by the MORPC Board and aims to 

reflect the objectives and ideals of both MORPC’s members and the greater community for an 

even stronger Central Ohio region. 



 

Time Schedule 

 

MORPC will use the following time table, which should result in a selection of a firm by 

November 21, 2014. 

 

Issue RFP October 8, 2014 

 

Deadline for Submittal of 

Proposals by 4 p.m. 

 

October 24, 2014 

Interview Finalists by MORPC Selection 

Committee and MORPC Staff 

 

Week of November 10, 2014 

Notify Firm Chosen By November 21, 2014 

 

 

Instructions to Proposers 

 

1. All proposals must be sent to: 

 

Laura Koprowski 

Public and Government Affairs Director 

MORPC 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

(614) 233-4126 

email: Lkoprowski@morpc.org and gweitherman@morpc.org  

 

2. All proposals must be received by October 24, 2014, 4 p.m. EDT. Eight (8) copies of 

the proposal must be presented. No fax or telephone proposals will be accepted. 

 
3. Proposals should provide a straightforward, concise description of provider capabilities 

to satisfy the requirements of the request. Emphasis should be on completeness and 

clarity of content. Use of both sides of paper sheets for any submittals to MORPC is 

desirable whenever practical. 

 
4. The Public and Government Affairs Director or representative will notify the firm 

selected by November 21, 2014. Those firms not selected will be notified by MORPC 

by December 1, 2014.  

 

5. All proposals must include the following: 

 
a. The names of the individuals from the firm(s) who will be working on the project 

and their areas of responsibility, including the individual(s) responsible for 

administering the MORPC contract, lobbying on MORPC’s behalf, and maintaining 

contact with MORPC. 

b. Specific experience and qualifications of individuals relative to the proposed 

project, including the individual(s) responsible for administering the MORPC 

contract, lobbying on MORPC’s behalf, and maintaining contact with MORPC. 



c. A proposed outline of tasks, products and project schedule, including the number 

of hours required to complete each task or product, and/or monthly retainer fee. 

d. A proposed budget based on the above outline of tasks, products and schedules, 

and/or monthly retainer fee. Include estimated costs of travel and other related 

expenses to servicing this account.  

e. References, preferably from local governments and/or non-profits. 
f. Any known conflicts of interests.  

 

Scope of Services 

 
 

 

1. Develop and implement innovative strategies to ensure MORPC meets the agency’s 

state and federal legislative and public policy objectives. MORPC’s current primary 

state legislative and public policy objectives for 2014 are available at 

http://www.morpc.org/pdf/MORPC-2014-PPA_Final.pdf. 

 
2. Work with MORPC’s Board and Regional Policy Roundtable to develop capacity and 

provide representation for MORPC’s objectives before state and federal elected 

leaders and staff including but not limited to: the Governor’s administration, Central 

Ohio’s state and Congressional delegation, other key members of the Ohio House and 

Senate, legislative committees, legislative staff, state agencies and major public 

interest groups. 

 
3. Proactively obtain and monitor state and federal legislation and agency rule-making in 

areas of interest and assigned by the Executive Director, the Public and Government 

Affairs Director, MORPC Board and/or the Regional Policy Roundtable. 

 
4. Produce a monthly legislative report in collaboration with the Public and Government 

Affairs Team. 

 
5. Present legislative updates to the Regional Policy Roundtable, the MORPC Executive 

Committee, the MORPC Commission Board and other committees when requested. 

 
6. Maintain at least weekly telephone and/or email contact with the Public and 

Government Affairs Director. 

 
7. Schedule, prepare and attend with MORPC staff and Board members meetings with 

Central Ohio’s state and federal delegation, state and federal agency officials, and 

other important stakeholders when requested. 

 



8. Attend annual public policy conference of the National Association of Regional 

Councils (NARC) in Washington, DC with MORPC board members and staff. Attend 

additional conferences and/or workshops related to MORPC’s public policy agenda 

and members’ interests as requested by the Director of Public & Government Affairs. 

 

9. Coordinate, participate, and attend meetings and activities of the Central Ohio 

Regional Policy Roundtable. This group, facilitated by MORPC, represents local 

governments, business, non-profit interests and others as a collective voice for central 

Ohio on state and federal legislative and public policy matters. 

 
 

Compensation 

 

1. Please present detailed information on the firm’s proposed fee schedule for the 

specifications proposed and for any variation for non-routine services, and any other 

applicable governmental charges. Please provide specifics as to definitions of routine 

versus non-routine tasks, what is fixed as opposed to variable, and how costs are 

adjusted according to that classification. 

 

2. MORPC reserves the right to negotiate an agreement to include any portion or portions 

of the services covered by this RFP. MORPC reserves the right to reject any and all 

responses in total or by components. 

 

3. Payment by MORPC for the services will only be made after the services have been 

performed, an itemized billing statement is submitted in the form specified by MORPC 

and approved by the appropriate MORPC representative, which shall specifically set 

forth the services performed, the name of the person performing such services, the 

hourly labor charge rate for such person and/or the monthly retainer fee for any and all 

services. Payment shall be made on a monthly basis, thirty (30) days after receipt of 

such billing statement. 

 

Selection Criteria and Process 

 

MORPC will establish a selection committee to review and evaluate all properly submitted 

proposals that are received on or before the deadline. The committee will then select one 

proposal taking into consideration the following factors:   

 

Factor 

 

Weight Given 

 

1. Responsiveness of the written proposal 

to the purpose, instructions to 

proposers and scope of service. 

 

30% 

 

2. Price. 

 

20% 

 

3. Ability and history of successfully 

completing contracts of this type, 

meeting projected deadlines and 

experience in similar work. 

 

25% 

 

  



4. The ability to demonstrate and 

leverage existing relationships at the 

executive and legislative level of state 

and federal government.   

25% 

 

Each proposal will be independently evaluated on factors 1 through 4. MORPC reserves the 

right to ask for additional information and clarification from or about any or all of the 

proposers.  

 

 

Terms and Conditions 

 

1. MORPC reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, and to waive minor 

irregularities in any proposal. 

 
2. Understanding that no consultant may completely meet all requirements of the 

specifications, MORPC reserves the sole right to determine whether a proposal 

substantially complies with the specifications; accept, negotiate modifications to, or 

reject the terms of any proposal; and waive the right to accept a part, or parts, of a 

proposal, unless otherwise restricted in the proposal. 

 

3. MORPC reserves the right to request clarification of information submitted, and to 

request additional information from any proposer. 

 

4. MORPC reserves the right to award any contract to the next most qualified contractor, 

if the successful contractor does not execute a contract within thirty (30) days after the 

award of the proposal. 

 
5. The contract resulting from acceptance of a proposal by MORPC shall be in a form 

supplied or approved by MORPC, and shall reflect the specifications in this RFP. 

MORPC reserves the right to reject any proposed agreement or contract that does not 

conform to the specifications contained in this RFP, and which is not approved by 

MORPC’s legal counsel.  

 

6. MORPC shall not be responsible for any costs incurred by the firm in preparing, 

submitting or presenting its response to the RFP. 

 

7. The length of contract between MORPC and the selected firm will be for three years 

beginning January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2017. If MORPC deems the firm is 

satisfactorily completing the scope of services, work performance is meeting 

expectations, and meeting terms and conditions of the contract, then MORPC will on 

an annual basis offer an extension of the contract for an additional 12 months or 1 

year through 2020. 

 

8. MORPC will evaluate the performance of the contract services at 6-months and 

reserves the right to terminate the contract at this time if performance by the 

contractor is not acceptable at meeting the scope of services. 

 




