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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure ODOT TRAC Funding for Regional
Projects

A new round of TRAC begins this year. Approximate timeframe
is as follows:

»  May - Applications due
» Summer - ODOT analysis and scoring will occur

»  October - MORPC committees wil vote on central
Ohio priorities

» 10/16/14 - Central Ohio TRAC Public Hearing
» 12/18/14 - TRAC vote on Draft list

» January - March, 2015 (30 to 90 days later) TRAC
vote on final list”

Explore Possibility of Local Governments
Passing Legislation to Increase Fees for
Funding Transportation Infrastructure

MORPC continues to work with associations representing
municipalities, counties, townships, county engineers
and MPQOs to arrive at an agreed-upon legislative solution
to license plate fees. The associations are negotiating an
agreed-upon structure that would be acceptable to MORPC.

Arrive at Solution for Uniform Municipal
Income Tax Issue

House Bill 5 has been passed by the House and is now
before the Senate Finance Committee. Because unfavorable
changes were made to the legislation in the House, MORPC
opposes the bill. MORPC has been meeting with Senators
that represent districts in Central Ohio as well as those that
are on the committee reviewing the legislation.

Establish MORPC as Top MPO Resource
for Ohio Congressional Delegation on
Transportation Issues

MORPC has continued transportation-related conversations
with members of our Congressional delegation and their
Capitol Hill staffs. Senior staff and board leadership discussed
the need to pass a Transportation Reauthorization bill during
our February 2014 meetings on Capitol Hill.

Advocate for Ohio’s Renewable Energy and
Efficiency Standards

Through Sub.SB58, the Ohio Senate is seeking to modify
the alternative energy resource, energy efficiency, and peak
demand reduction law. MORPC has testified as a part of an
expert group about what topics should be considered by this
legislation. The bill is stalled indefinitely in the Senate.

Ensure that the Proposed Reauthorization of
Public Works Commission Bonds is Adopted

SJR6 and HJR9Y, have been enacted and will be on the May
primary election ballot. At its January meeting, the MORPC
Board passed a resolution supporting the legislation.
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TOP NEWS IN OHIO

MORPC Continues Opposition to Substitute Municipal Income Tax Uniformity Bill

In late 2013, the House passed HB5 and the Senate, in a move surprising to most, referred HB5 to the chamber’s
Finance Committee with a further announcement that Senator Bob Peterson would serve as the Republican Caucus’
point person on guiding the bill through the legislative process.

MORPC continues to be opposed to the bill in its current form. The provisions of primary concern in the bill are as
follows:

» The mandatory 5-year net operating loss carry forward (NOLJ;
» The mandatory pass-through entity loss offset of other income; and

» Theincrease in the number of days that casual entrants can work in a municipality without incurring tax
liability therein from 12 to 20 days.

MORPC'’s efforts in the House resulted in an amendment removing a prohibition from taxing Supplemental Executive
Retirement Plan (SERP) income, and MORPC will continue to advocate for revenue neutrality as the bill continues
through the legislative process. MORPC will be meeting with state Senators in our delegation and on the committee
to communicate our chief concerns about the legislation and to make recommendations on how the legislation can
be improved.

As of early-February, sponsor testimony before the Senate Finance Committee has yet to be scheduled.

2014 National Conference of Regions

A number of MORPC leaders attended the 2014 National Conference of Regions in Washington, D.C. from February 9
to 11, 2014. During this time, they met with congressional members to discuss Ohio transportation issues and other
topics of interest for the Central-Ohio region.

Portune Out of Gubernatorial Running

Hamilton County Commissioner Todd Portune recently announced that he would not file to run in a Democratic
primary against Cuyahoga County Executive Ed FitzGerald for the nomination for governor.

2014 State of the State

On February 3, Governor John Kasich's office opened an online lottery for those seeking tickets to attend his annual

“State of the State” address, which will be given in Medina on Monday, February 24. Those interested can submit a
request for up to two tickets at http://governor.ohio.gov/tickets through é p.m. on Tuesday, February 18. Winners
will be notified via email by noon on Wednesday, February 19.

State + National Unemployment Numbers for December 2013 - January 2014.

On January 24, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services announced that Ohio’s unemployment rate was 7.2
percent in December, 2013, down from 7.4 percent in November.

On February 7, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the national unemployment rate fell slightly to 6.6

percent in January as the nation added 113,000 jobs. Employment grew in construction, manufacturing, wholesale
trade, and mining
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NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

HB426 (Public Employee Whistle-Blower)

On February 4, Representatives Nick Barborak and Connie Pillich co-sponsored HB426, a bill to prohibit an appointing
authority from taking disciplinary action against public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or misuse
of public resources to the Inspector General.

HB427 (Infrastructure Fund-Turnpike Revenue Bonds)

On February 4, Representative Armond Budish introduced HB427. The legislation seeks to expand the authorized
use of money in the Infrastructure Fund (derived from proceeds from Ohio Turnpike revenue bonds) to include
infrastructure projects that consist of the maintenance or repair of existing infrastructure, and to modify the process
for approval of infrastructure projects.

HCR43 (Ohio Sustainable Energy-Abundance Plan)

On January 14, Representatives Terry Boose and Andrew Thompson co-sponsored HCR43, a resolution to establish
a sustainable energy-abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and
environmentally friendly energy.

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB198 TAXINCREMENT FINANCING (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To establish a procedure by which political
subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to
the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before adopting the TIF resolution.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Fourth Hearing)

State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 198

HB223 RESIDENTIAL FORECLOSURE ACTIONS (GROSSMAN C, CURTIN M) To expedite the foreclosure and
transfer of unoccupied, blighted parcels and certain abandoned properties and to make other changes
relative to residential foreclosure actions.

Current Status: 2/12/2014 - House Financial Institutions, Housing and Urban Development, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 223

HB239 COUNTY TRANSIT SYSTEM (RUHL M, BRENNER A} To allow the operator of a county transit system to
enter into an agreement with a public or private entity for certain services, materials, equipment, or
supplies if determined necessary for the generation of operating funds.

Current Status: 1/14/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 239

HB279 JOINT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS (DAMSCHRODER R, BROWN T] To authorize a joint
board of county commissioners to conduct proceedings regarding existing joint county ditches via
teleconference or video conference.

Current Status: 1/21/2014 - BILL AMENDED, House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 279
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MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB289 JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE-DISTRICT (SCHURING K] To require subdivisions to obtain
written approval from owners and lessees of real property located within a proposed or existing joint
economic development zone (JEDZ) or joint economic development district (JEDD) before approving,
amending, or renewing the JEDZ or JEDD contract.

Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 289

HB321 DATAQOHIO BOARD (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C] To create the DataOhio Board, and to specify requirements
for posting public records online.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House Shared Services and Government Efficiency Subcommittee,
(Third Hearing])
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 321

HB322 UNIFORM ACCOUNTING SYSTEM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C] To require the Auditor of State to adopt rules
regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House Shared Services and Government Efficiency Subcommittee,
(Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 322

HB323 ONLINE PUBLIC DATA CATALOG (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish an online catalog of public data
at data.Ohio.gov.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House Shared Services and Government Efficiency Subcommittee,
(Third Hearing])
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 323

HB324 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE GRANT PROGRAM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish
the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 2/11/2014 - House Shared Services and Government Efficiency Subcommittee,
(Third Hearing])
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 324

HB327 COUNTY WATER-SEWER DISTRICT ASSESSMENTS (BURKLEY T) To require interest income from county
water and sewer district assessments and interest on assessments to be used only for water and sewer
district purposes and to prohibit counties from depositing such interest income in the county general fund.
Current Status: 1/21/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing])

State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 327

HB337 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BUDGETING REQUIREMENTS (TERHAR L) To revise budgeting requirements that
apply to local governments, mandate that certain actuarial standards be applied in political subdivisions
that have independent retirement systems, and authorize the Auditor of State to impose sanctions.
Current Status: 1/14/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 337
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MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB375 SEVERANCE TAX-HORIZONTAL OIL AND GAS WELLS (HUFFMAN M) To levy a severance tax on well
owners of oil and gas severed from horizontal wells, to create a nonrefundable income tax credit for
the amount of horizontal well severance tax paid, and to repeal a cost recovery assessment imposed
on oil and gas well owners.

Current Status: 2/12/2014 - House Ways and Means, (Seventh Hearing])
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 375

HB377 CASINO OPERATOR SETTLEMENT FUND (ANIELSKI M] To make changes to the second payment from
the Casino Operator Settlement Fund to certain local government entities.
Current Status: 1/21/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 377

HB380 GENERAL REVENUE FUND-CASH TRANSFER (BOOSE T, GERBERRY R] To require the Director of Budget
and Management to transfer cash from the General Revenue Fund to the Local Government Fund and
to make an appropriation.

Current Status: 1/14/2014 - Referred to Committee House Finance and Appropriations
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 380

HB386 CREDIT CARD USE-COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BURKLEY T) To expand the work-related expenses that
may be paid for by use of a credit card held by a board of county commissioners or the office of another
county appointing authority.

Current Status: 1/28/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 386

HB426 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE WHISTLE-BLOWER (BARBORAK N, PILLICH C] To prohibit an appointing authority
from taking disciplinary action against public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or
misuse of public resources to the Inspector General.

Current Status: 2/11/2014 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 426

HB427 INFRASTRUCTURE FUND-TURNPIKE REVENUE BONDS (BUDISH A] To expand the authorized use of
money in the Infrastructure Fund (derived from proceeds from Ohio Turnpike revenue bonds) to include
infrastructure projects that consist of the maintenance or repair of existing infrastructure.

Current Status: 2/11/2014 - Referred to Committee House Finance and Appropriations
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 HB 427

HCR43 OHIO SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-ABUNDANCE PLAN (BOOSE T, THOMPSON A] To establish a sustainable
energy-abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and
environmentally friendly energy.

Current Status: 1/22/2014 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130 HCR 43

HJRS GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS ISSUANCE (KUNZE S, BROWN T) Proposing to enact Section 2s of Article
VIII of the Constitution of the State of Ohio to permit the issuance of additional general obligation bonds
to fund public infrastructure capital improvements.

Current Status: 1/14/2014 - House Finance and Appropriations, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130 HJR 9
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MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

SB34 ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION COMPANIES (JORDAN K] To repeal the requirement that electric distribution
utilities and electric services companies provide 25% of their retail power supplies from advanced and
renewable energy resources by 2025.
Current Status: 2/12/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 SB 34

SB53 MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTRAR (KEARNEY E) To require the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and all deputy
registrars to accept credit and debit cards for transactions of more than ten dollars.
Current Status: 1/28/2014 - Senate Transportation, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 SB 53

SB93 OPEN MEETINGS ACT (JONES S) To require that further information be stated in motions to hold executive
sessions under the Open Meetings Act, to expand the fees and expenses that may be recovered for
violations of the Act, and to make other changes to the Act.

Current Status: 1/22/2014 - Senate State Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing])
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 SB 93

SB194 MOTOR-DRIVEN CYCLES-SCOOTERS (SEITZ B) To allow certain motor-driven cycles and motor scooters
to be parked on a sidewalk so long as the vehicles do not impede the normal flow of pedestrian traffic.
Current Status: 2/12/2014 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 SB 194

SB251 CASINO OPERATOR SETTLEMENT FUND (PATTON T) To make changes to the second payment from the
Casino Operator Settlement Fund to certain local government entities.
Current Status: 1/29/2014 - Senate State Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130 SB 251

SCR25 GREEN BUILDING RATING STANDARDS (UECKER J) To urge, for Ohio state agencies and other
government entities, the use of green building rating systems, codes, or standards that are consistent
with state energy efficiency and environmental performance objectives.

Current Status: 2/11/2014 - Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130 SCR 25

SJRé GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS ISSUANCE (BACON K, MANNING G) Proposing to enact Section 2s of
Article VIII of the Constitution of the State of Ohio to permit the issuance of additional general obligation
bonds to fund public infrastructure capital improvements.

Current Status: 1/23/2014 - Filed with Secretary of State
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130 SJR 6
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State

Local Government

In a dispute between the city of Cleveland and the state over the regulation of towing companies, the Ohio Supreme
Court unanimously ruled the state can still regulate towing companies, but also found a portion of the state law
regulating tow trucks is unconstitutional by severing the statute’'s second sentence, which states that towing companies
are not subject to municipal ordinances, rules or resolutions that provide for the licensing, registration or regulation
of those companies.

Transportation

In early January, the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission’s passed $110 million capital budget includes
funding for several ongoing projects such as completion of a third lane, bridge repairs, resurfacing, and slope work.
Also included is a plan to replace base pavement, according to a release from the commission.

Federal

President Signs Federal Farm Bill

On February 7, President Obama signed the Agriculture Act of 2014 on the campus of Michigan State University in
East Lansing, Michigan. The final version of the $956 billion farm bill replaces direct crop subsidies to farmers with
an insurance program and reduces food stamp benefits by $8 billion over the next 10 years.

Postage Rate Increase

On Sunday, January 26, the U.S. Postal Service (USPS] increased postage rates for several mail classes including
First Class Package Service, Priority Mail and Priority Mail Express along with many special services. Specifically,
First Class letters (1 0z.) went up three cents to $0.49 from $0.46. Each additional ounce will cost an extra $0.21 (up
one cent from 2013). “Forever” stamps can still be used.
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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS TEAM

KEGLER Provided by Kegler, Brown, Hill + Ritter

=3-Ye)\"VA'W Capitol Square, Suite 1800
HILL+ 65 East State Street
RITTER Columbus, OH 43215

Steve Tugend Tony Fiore Lloyd Pierre-Louis
Director Of Counsel Director

614-462-5424 614-462-5428 614-462-5477
stugend(dkeglerbrown.com afiore(dkeglerbrown.com lpierre-louis(@keglerbrown.com

, /
S. Michael Miller Rusty Schuermann Kitrina Spencer
Of Counsel Director Government Affairs Specialist
614-462-5468 614-462-5440 614-462-5400 ext. 264
mmiller(@keglerbrown.com rschuermann(dkeglerbrown.com kspencer(dkeglerbrown.com
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