
1 

Regional  Growth Impact 

Analys is  for Centra l  Ohio  

Steering Committee Meeting #3 16 July 2014 



2 

Scenario Questions 

1. How much will Central Ohio grow over the next 

decades? 
 

2. What kind of growth should the region be 

planning for? 
• Demographics and preference shifts 

• Housing mix and community form 

• Infill/Redevelopment vs. greenfield growth 

• Relationship to transport infrastructure 
 

3. What are the impacts of our growth choices?  
• Fiscal, Environmental, Mobility, and Health Impacts 
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How much growth? 
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Columbus Region Projections to 2050 
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Nearly 40% growth in housing units – ~304,000 new homes 
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1990-2010 2010-2030 

<35 35-64 65+ 

A Changing Population 

<35 

(+19%) 

Source:  Arthur C. Nelson 
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Who We Are (Really) 

41% 
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children 
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living  
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1970 
USA 

69% 

Source:  US Census Bureau, American Community Survey 

2012 

 2010 
Columbus 

2010-2040 
Columbus 

81% 
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What kind of growth? 
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Shifting Preferences 
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43% 

31% 

24% 

45% 

30% 

32% 

55% 

39% 

Impact of ‘Pure’ Demand Forecast 
Growth Increment (2010-2050) 
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(2010) 
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(2050) 

New Homes 

(2010-2050) 
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Small Lot 

Attached 
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67% 
61% 

Attached 

11 
Source:  Arthur C. Nelson 
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Place Types 

A. Past Trends B. Planned Future C. Focused Growth 

Density 

Mix of Uses 

Street Connectivity 

Standard Compact Urban 
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Urban Places 
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Compact Places 
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Compact Places 
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Extends past development trends (from 

1990) forward to 2050 

Reflects and extends the direction of 

local plans with moderate infill/ 

redevelopment 

Informed by housing demand forecasts, 

with significant infill/redevelopment 

Informed by housing demand forecasts, 

with maximum infill/redevelopment in 

existing corridors and city centers 

A Past Trends 

B 

C 

Maximum Infill D 

Draft Scenario Concepts 

Planned Future 

Focused Growth 
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4% 3% 5% 8% 10% 

11% 
10% 
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33% 32% 
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79% 

59% 58% 

STANDARD 
Lower density 

auto-oriented 

suburban  

COMPACT 
Mid-density, 

walkable, and/or 

transit-oriented 

URBAN 
Higher-density, 

downtown and 

infill  

Development Proportions 
End State, 2050 

A 
Trends 

B 
Plans 

C 
Focus 

D 
Max Infill 

Existing 
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6% 9% 5% 
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Multi-family 
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(2010) 

Total Housing Product Mix 
End State, 2050 

SF Attached 
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Infill/Redevelopment vs.  
Undeveloped Land 

4% Infill/Redevelopment 

96% Undeveloped Land 

50% Infill/Redevelopment 

50% Undeveloped Land 

75% Infill/Redevelopment 

25% Undeveloped Land 

85% Infill/Redevelopment 
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2050 
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What are the impacts? 
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Vehicle Miles Traveled 
Regional passenger miles,  Annual (2050) 
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Fuel Cost 
Passenger Vehicle Fuel, 2010-2050 (@ $5/Gallon) 
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Cumulative Reduction from Scenario A by 2050 
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Household Costs 
Transportation and Home Energy/Water Use, All Households, Annual (2050) 

 

2014 Dollars 

Transportation 

Utilities 

Reduction from Scenario A in 2050 

- $4,250 $4,600 $600 

A 
Trends 

B 
Plans 

C 
Focus 

D 
Max Infill 



41 

Comparison Chart 

Environmental 
• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

• Air Pollution & Health Impacts 

• Water and Energy Consumption 

Transportation 
• Vehicle Miles Traveled 

• Vehicle Emissions 

• Transportation Costs 

Fiscal 
• Capital Infrastructure Costs 

• O&M/Public Works Costs 

• Household/Business Costs 

Social 
• Housing Diversity & Affordability 

• Household Costs 
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Major Tasks & Timeline 
Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Mar 

• Data Compilation and Development 

– Regional/county data development and compilation 

– Regional and county assumptions development  

• Fiscal Impact Module Customization 

– Capital and O&M cost assumptions development  

– Revenues assumptions development 

• Scenarios Development and Modeling 

– Trend analysis,  alternatives development 

– Metrics modeling 

• Reports, Presentations, and Website 

– Reports and summery sheets 

– Website (if implemented) 
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