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Memorandum

TO: MORPC Executive Committee
FROM: Boundaries Discussion Task Force
DATE: June 4, 2014

SUBJECT: Membership Boundary and Programming Area Boundary
Recommendation

On May 1, 2014, the MORPC Boundaries Discussion Task Force met to
consider the boundaries of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s
membership and programming areas. The Task Force has endorsed a
proposed resolution to adopt a recommendation that consists of the concept
of guiding “Core Values”, as well as an “Area of Interest” and an “Area of
Focus”:

Core Values: MORPC will 1) engage and collaborate with individual
jurisdictions and other regionally focused entities within the Area of Interest
and Area of Focus to better Central Ohio’s quality of life, business and natural
environments, and local government services, and 2) mutually respect,
advocate, and support these entities’ important work for Central Ohio.

Area of Interest: To bring consistency and improve regional collaboration
across three key regional definitions of “Central Ohio” or “Columbus Region”,
a new MORPC Area of Interest will be defined as a 15-county area. This will
include MORPC's current 12 counties, the recently expanded 2010
Metropolitan Statistical Area, and Columbus2020's economic development
zone. MORPC will be open to new members and extended programming in the
existing MORPC area and 3 new counties: Hocking, Logan, and Perry.

Area of Focus: In order to strategically focus limited MORPC resources, a new
MORPC Area of Focus will be created. In this area, MORPC will prioritize and
focus enhanced membership recruitment, data collection, programming, and
other services within any member jurisdictions and certain adjacent areas,
especially those areas with a concentration of transportation infrastructure,
existing development, and expected growth. This area includes: Delaware,
Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway, Ross, and Union counties.
The Area of Focus will adjust to reflect the current MORPC membership, so
that MORPC resources continue to be prioritized for members and adjacent
areas. As a new MORPC member joins from the Area of Interest, the Area of
Focus will change to accommodate the new member and adjacent areas.
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Next Steps:

Staff will meet with key stakeholders in the recommended “Area of Interest
and “Area of Focus” to inform and solicit feedback on the proposed
membership and programming area changes. The Task Force will present
their recommendation to Commission no later than September 2014.

”

Subsequently, staff will meet with recommended Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) member communities to discuss the Task Force’s
recommendation on changes to the MPO boundary and get their feedback.
The Task Force will present their recommendation to Executive Committee
and Commission in October 2014.
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