
   
June 11, 2014 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

Investments in the Columbus Region’s transportation infrastructure are critical to our metropolitan 
area’s long-term economic viability and success. Transportation investments ensure efficient and 
timely freight delivery, connect workers to jobs, and provide residents with a good quality of life. 
That is why leaders of the Columbus Region urge you to address the impending insolvency of the 
Highway Trust Fund and avoid deep cuts in federal highway and transit funding.  

Without a sustainable source of funding, the Trust Fund will be in a deep deficit that will require 
major cuts in federal highway and transit funding or a potential halt of the entire federal 
transportation program. Central Ohio cannot afford to have the region’s priority transportation 
projects slow down such as the I-70/71 innerbelt, I-270/US 33 interchange, the North Outerbelt            
(I-270/US 23/SR 315) interchanges, and the Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit. 

We need your support to ensure the viability for our region to build and maintain a transportation 
network that is the backbone of Central Ohio’s economy. Our communities are already identifying 
and committing their own resources to transportation projects. However, without a strong federal 
partner, we will not be able to meet the demands of maintaining and expanding our transportation 
systems to support our growing region.  

As Congress considers reauthorization of MAP-21 over the next several months, we urge you to 
address both the current federal funding shortfall and the need for a long-term funding structure 
that will allow metropolitan regions to continue to be transportation innovators and to 
strategically plan for their future transportation investments.  

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact William Murdock, 
Executive Director of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), who is representing 
all of the organizations listed below on this communication. Thank you for your leadership on this 
important issue. 

Sincerely,  

 
 
Elaine Roberts, A.A.E.  
President & CEO 
Columbus Regional Airport 
Authority 

 
Dr. Joseph Alluto 
Interim President 
The Ohio State University 

 
Alex R. Fischer 
President & CEO 
Columbus Partnership 

 
 
 
W. Curtis Stitt 
President/CEO 
Central Ohio Transit Authority 

 
 
 
Michael B. Coleman 
Mayor 
City of Columbus 

 
 
 
Marilyn Brown 
President 
Franklin County Commissioners 

 
 
 
Michael Dalby 
President & CEO 
Columbus Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 
William Murdock 
CEO 
MORPC 
 

 
 
 
Zachary T. Space 
Principle 
Vorys Advisors 



   
 


