
Laura Koprowski
Director of Public + Government Affairs
(614) 233-4126
lkoprowski@morpc.org

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com

Garth Weithman 
Public Affairs Specialist
(614) 233-4127
gweithman@morpc.org

MAY 2014

Table of Contents

Top Advocacy Items.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Top News in Ohio.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-5

New Bills Introduced.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

MORPC Legislative Tracking.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-9

State + Federal Government Update.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9-10

mailto:lkoprowski%40morpc.org?subject=
http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 2

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Ensure that the Proposed Reauthorization of 
Public Works Commission Bonds is Adopted

SJR6 and HJR9, have been enacted and were passed as Issue 
1 by Ohio voters during the May 6 primary election. 

Secure ODOT TRAC Funding for Regional 
Projects

ODOT opened the 2014 TRAC application cycle on April 1 
and will be accepting applications through May 30, 2104. For 
more information, contact Dina Lopez at dlopez@morpc.org or  
614-233-4149.

Arrive at Solution for Uniform Municipal 
Income Tax Issue

Leadership in the Senate has made it clear that House Bill 
5, in some form, will be passed by that legislative chamber. 
MORPC executive director William Murdock sent a letter to 
the Columbus Dispatch reiterating MORPC’s opposition to HB 
5. MORPC is now working with legislators and other municipal 
advocates to arrive at a compromise. 

Explore Possibility of Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government License Plate 
Fees for Funding Infrastructure

A legislative proposal has been drafted. MORPC and the 
associations representing the counties, county engineers, 
townships and municipalities are trying to identify opportunities 
to get the language inserted into legislation.

Preserve energy efficiency standards and 
advanced energy targets enacted in SB 221.

MORPC submitted a letter of opposition to Senator Balderson, 
the sponsor of SB 310 – legislation that would suspend the 
implementation of SB 221.  A substitute version of SB 310 was 
introduced on May 7. MORPC is currently reviewing the new 
provisions for potential impact.

Establish MORPC as Top MPO Resource 
for Ohio Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

The Transportation Reauthorization Bill, MAP-21, expires 
October 1, and MORPC is working with our Congressional 
delegation on the next version of the legislation.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_SJR_6
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_HJR_9
mailto:dlopez@morpc.org
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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Primary Election Results

Hannah News released a preliminary list of the winners in the May 6 primary election. State Issue 1, Ohio Public Works 
Bonds, passed with 65 percent of the vote. State Issue 6, the Columbus Zoo Levy, was overwhelmingly defeated with 
roughly 70 percent of the votes in opposition. Three incumbents lost their primaries: Representatives Peter Beck, 
Zack Milkovich and Peter Stautberg. Click here for the entire list.

MORPC Opposes SB 310; Substitute Bill Introduced

MORPC is opposing Senate Bill 310 (SB 310) as introduced due to the bills approach to freeze the existing energy 
efficiency and advanced energy standards established through SB 221. In MORPC’s 2014 Public Policy Agenda, the 
Commission adopted a top goal to promote energy efficiency and safe, reliable and affordable sources of energy for 
our region. Upon review and discussion with the MORPC membership, MORPC believes SB 310 would undermine 
this goal and negatively impact Central Ohio in several critical ways.

Some of the problems with SB 310 include the legislation will harm Central Ohio’s ability to be prepared and to plan 
for ramifications of stricter federal regulations of the Clean Air Act; it will jeopardize programs that produce savings 
for both taxpayers and ratepayers; and threatens diversifying our region’s energy generation portfolio to ensure 
availability and stability of energy for our growing region. 

Meanwhile, negotiations between Senate Republicans and Governor Kasich have resulted in an agreement to 
change SB 310’s permanent freeze on annual increases in “green” energy and energy efficiency standards to 
a two-year freeze. If the legislature fails to set a new course in that time, then annual increases set six years 
ago would re-start in 2017 and continue until 2027. A substitute bill was introduced on Wednesday, May 7 and 
MORPC will be reviewing the new provisions for its impact on the Central Ohio region and our communities.  

Nation’s Highway Trust Fund Shortfall Projected in August
Based on current spending and revenue trends, the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) estimates that the 
Highway Account of the Highway Trust Fund will encounter a shortfall by this August. On April 29, DOT said that the 
Highway Trust Fund had $8.4 billion in its coffers on March 28, but the agency said the amount is lower than the 
infrastructure outlays that are scheduled for the rest of the year. Funding for the transit account is expected to dry 
up by September.

The Highway Trust Fund, which has been used to pay for road construction and transit projects since 1956, is 
funded by the federal tax on gasoline and diesel fuel. The tax of 18.4 cents-per-gallon has not been raised 
since 1993, as construction costs have soared and Americans drive fewer miles in more fuel-efficient cars. 
 
Senate Budget Committee Chairwoman Patty Murray (D-WA) said the update from the DOT should send a message 
to lawmakers that they need to act fast to save the federal transportation funding system. Murray is calling for 
action by July because that’s when the Highway Trust Fund’s coffers will dip below $4 billion, which is the point when 
transportation experts have said state and local governments will have to begin canceling infrastructure projects. 

Lawmakers could decide to cut promised spending to deal with projected highway shortfalls, meaning that no new 
obligations from the fund’s highway account or its account for transit projects would be made in fiscal 2015. They could 
also raise revenues for the highway fund, such as hiking taxes on motor fuels or imposing new tolls on highway users.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://hannah.com/current documents/Elections/2014/ElectionResults.pdf
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310
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Or, lawmakers could continue to transfer “supplemental amounts” from the federal budget’s general fund, which 
would have to be paid for by reducing spending on other programs or increasing taxes, to avoid adding to deficits 
and increasing federal borrowing.

Obama Administration Offers Its Own Transportation Reauthorization Bill
This week, Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx submitted the Obama Administration’s version of the Transportation 
Reauthorization Bill (known as “The Grow America Act”) to Congress.  Here are some highlights of the plan:

»» Over its proposed four-year term, the bill would provide $302 billion for transportation funding.

»» The bill would provide $199 billion in highway funding – a 22 percent increase above FY 2014 levels. 

»» Transit would receive a significant increase in funding under the proposed legislation.  It would receive just 
under a 70 percent increase in funding compared to FY2014 levels. 

»» The Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program would be more than 
doubled under the proposed plan.

»» On the policy side, Metropolitan Planning Organizations like MORPC would be provided with greater 
responsibility in planning and funding projects within their regions.  Specifically, the MPOs would be 
provided with a greater share of funding from the Surface Transportation Program and the Transportation 
Alternatives Program, as well as be provided funds through a new program known as Fixing and 
Accelerating Surface Transportation (FAST).

»» Regarding financing, the Administration claims that it can realize $150 billion in new revenue due to 
adjustments tax code mostly through addressing the levying of taxes of foreign profits.

While the fate of legislation proposed by the Administration is always aspirational, the reality is that Congress will 
likely make dramatic changes before passing the bill through both houses. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), the 
Chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee has made it clear that she intends for the multi-year 
Transportation Reauthorization Bill produced by her committee to have funding at the same levels as they are in 
FY2014.  Her version of the legislation is scheduled to be released in early May.

Following the submission of the Administration’s proposal. Representative Bill Schuster (R-PA), the Chair of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, acknowledged the Administration’s effort to prepare a draft 
bill for the first time. 

Substitute JEDZ Bill Continues to Move Through Senate
MORPC has been closely following Sub. HB 289, legislation affecting proposed and existing joint economic development 
zones (JEDZ) and joint economic development districts (JEDD), as it passed out of the House in late February and 
through the first Senate committee hearings in March and early April. If ultimately passed by the Senate, the bill 
would essentially phase out JEDZs by eliminating the authority of townships and municipalities to create new JEDZ 
as of January 1, 2015, and prohibiting the renewal of existing JEDZ contracts after December 31, 2014. 

Unlike prior versions of the bill, Sub. HB 289 does not substantially affect JEDDs. Key points of the current version 
include the following:

»» Prohibition of Future JEDZs – Effective January 1, 2015, municipal corporations and townships would be 
prohibited from creating a new JEDZ or substantially amending an existing JEDZ.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO
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»» New Requirements for JEDZs – New procedural requirements would be set in place for subdivisions 
entering into or substantially amending an existing JEDZ contract.

»» Creation of Joint Economic Development Review Council – Subdivisions entering into or substantially 
amending a JEDZ would be required to create a seven member review council to evaluate the JEDZ’s 
effectiveness and oversee the implementation of an economic development plan. 

»» Authorizing Civil Actions by Businesses and Employees within the JEDZ – Two or more owners or 
employees of a business operation within a JEDZ can bring a civil action for termination of the JEDZ or 
suspension of the JEDZ income tax.

Tax Increment Financing – HB 198

Sub. HB 198, introduced June of 2013, initially passed out of the House State and Local Government Committee in 
February, 2014, but was re-referred to the Committee for a technical amendment in March.  It unanimously passed 
Committee a second time on April 1, 2014. This bill establishes a procedure by which political subdivisions proposing 
a tax increment financing (TIF) would provide notice to the parcel owner within a proposed incentive district before 
adopting the TIF resolution, and thereafter permit such owners to exclude their parcels from the proposed district 
in writing.  One sponsor noted that a parcel owner may unknowingly become part of an incentive district, barring 
the same owner from using a more common and advantageous parcel TIF.  Meanwhile, the property owner may 
indirectly fund competitors within the incentive district, and simultaneously be unable to reap the benefits of public 
improvement projects benefiting others a short distance away.  

The bill would:

»» Allow the parcel’s owner of record to exclude the parcel from a TIF district under specified circumstances 
by submitting a written response to the local government authority;

»» Require the local government body proposing the creation of an incentive district to include in its notice 
of public hearing a map of the proposed district on which such public body has delineated an “overlay”, 
along with the information that must be submitted in a written response to exclude a parcel from the 
incentive district;

»» Require the local legislative authority to amend its ordinance or resolution creating the incentive district 
to exclude any parcel for which a written response has been submitted.

Sub. HB 198 is not yet slated for a full House vote, but MORPC will continue to track its progress.

State + National Unemployment Numbers for March-April 2014
Ohio’s unemployment rate dropped once again despite adding only 600 jobs in March, going from 6.5 percent in 
February to 6.1 percent, according to a May 25 announcement from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services 
(ODJFS). The rate drop reflects a number of workers who have left the workforce and therefore were not counted in 
the unemployment rate. ODJFS said the number of workers employed went from 377,000 in February to 353,000 in 
March, a decrease of 24,000.

With 733,000 fewer unemployed individuals, the federal Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) recently announced that 
the national unemployment rate for April was 6.3 percent — a 0.4 percentage point drop from March. Over the year, 
the unemployment rate and the number of unemployed persons declined by 1.2 percentage points and 1.9 million, 
respectively.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_198


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 6

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

HB10 FISCAL TOWNSHIPS-MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS FISCAL OFFICERS (HAGAN C) To establish education 
programs and continuing education requirements for the fiscal officers of townships and municipal 
corporations, to establish procedures for removing those fiscal officers, county treasurers, and county 
auditors from office.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House State and Local Government, 
    (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_10

HB198 TAX INCREMENT FINANCING (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To establish a procedure by which political 
subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to 
the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before adopting the TIF resolution.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT, House State and Local 
    Government, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_198

HB223 RESIDENTIAL FORECLOSURE ACTIONS (GROSSMAN C, CURTIN M) To expedite the foreclosure and 
transfer of unoccupied, blighted parcels and certain abandoned properties and to make other changes 
relative to residential foreclosure actions.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_223

HB239 COUNTY TRANSIT SYSTEM (RUHL M, BRENNER A) To allow the operator of a county transit system to 
enter into an agreement with a public or private entity for certain services, materials, equipment, or 
supplies if determined necessary for the generation of operating funds. 
Current Status: 3/18/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_239

HB289 JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ZONE-DISTRICT (SCHURING K) To require subdivisions to obtain 
written approval from owners and lessees of real property located within a proposed or existing joint 
economic development zone (JEDZ) or joint economic development district (JEDD) before approving, 
amending, or renewing the JEDZ or JEDD contract.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - Senate Finance, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_289

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB533 (Brent Spence Bridge Toll)
On May 6, Representatives Ross McGregor and Dale Mallory co-sponsored HB533, a bill to provide that a toll project 
may include the substantial reconstruction or replacement of an existing toll-free highway, bridge, or tunnel, to amend 
the law governing public-private agreements relative to transportation facilities, and to provide for the collection of 
user fees on toll projects by toll project operators. 

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_10
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_198
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_223
http://bit.ly/1kCF5Qk
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_289
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_533
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HB321 DATAOHIO BOARD (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To create the DataOhio Board, and to specify requirements 
for posting public records online.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_321

HB322 UNIFORM ACCOUNTING SYSTEM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To require the Auditor of State to adopt rules 
regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)State Bill Page: http://
www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_322

HB323 ONLINE PUBLIC DATA CATALOG (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish an online catalog of public data 
at data.Ohio.gov.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_323

HB324 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION EXCHANGE GRANT PROGRAM (DUFFEY M, HAGAN C) To establish 
the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_324

HB336 GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE CONVERSION PROGRAM (O’BRIEN S, HALL D) To create the Gaseous Fuel 
Vehicle Conversion Program.
Current Status: 3/31/2014 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_336

HB337 LOCAL GOVERNMENTS BUDGETING REQUIREMENTS (TERHAR L) To revise budgeting requirements that 
apply to local governments, mandate that certain actuarial standards be applied in political subdivisions 
that have independent retirement systems, and authorize the Auditor of State to impose sanctions. 
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_337

HB426 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE WHISTLE-BLOWER (BARBORAK N, PILLICH C) To prohibit an appointing authority 
from taking disciplinary action against public employees who report a noncriminal law violation or 
misuse of public resources to the Inspector General.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_426

HB439 WHISTLE-BLOWER PROTECTION-PUBLIC EMPLOYEES (DOVILLA M, HAYES B) To prohibit an appointing 
authority from taking disciplinary action against certain public employees who report a noncriminal 
law violation or misuse of public resources to the Inspector General.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_439

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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HB442 PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEES-HEALTH INSURANCE BENEFITS (BUTLER, JR. J) To provide health 
insurance benefits for the surviving spouse and dependents of a police officer, correctional officer, or 
firefighter killed in the line of duty.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - Re-Referred to Committee
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_442

HB472 MBR-MID-BIENNIUM BUDGET REVIEW (MCCLAIN J) To make operating and other appropriations and 
to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.
Current Status: 3/26/2014 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_472

HB483 MBR-OPERATION OF STATE PROGRAMS (AMSTUTZ R) To make operating and other appropriations and 
to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.
Current Status: 5/8/2014 - Senate Finance, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_483

HB494 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS (SCHURING K) To authorize counties to undertake regional 
transportation improvement projects funded by the issuance of securities and by revenue pledges from 
the state and political subdivisions and taxing districts located within the cooperating counties.
Current Status: 4/8/2014 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_494

HB500 PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEM-FRANCHISE AWARD (YOUNG R) To permit a board of county commissioners, 
on behalf of a county transit board, to award a franchise for the operation of a public transit system.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_500

HB506 CARBON DIOXIDE EMISSIONS STANDARDS (THOMPSON A, CERA J) To require the Director of 
Environmental Protection to adopt rules establishing standards of performance for carbon dioxide 
emissions from existing coal-fired and natural gas-fired electric generating units.
Current Status: 4/1/2014 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and Natural Resources
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_506

HB533 BRENT SPENCE BRIDGE TOLL (MCGREGOR R, MALLORY D) To provide that a toll project may include 
the substantial reconstruction or replacement of an existing toll-free highway, bridge, or tunnel, and 
to impose toll.
Current Status: 5/7/2014 - House Finance and Appropriations, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_533

SB6 TOWNSHIP FISCAL OFFICERS EDUCATION PROGRAMS (SCHAFFER T) To establish education programs 
and continuing education requirements for the fiscal officers of townships and municipal corporations.
Current Status: 4/9/2014 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_6

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_442
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_472
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_483
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_494
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_500
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_506
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_533
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_6


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 9

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

SB155 JOINT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS BOARD (BURKE D) To authorize a joint board of county commissioners 
to conduct proceedings regarding existing joint county ditches via teleconference or video conference.
Current Status: 4/10/2014 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_155

SB218 TRANSPORTATION INNOVATION AUTHORITIES (CAFARO C) To authorize the creation of transportation 
innovation authorities by specified governmental entities and to establish the powers and duties of 
such authorities.
Current Status: 3/25/2014 - Senate Transportation, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_218

SB310 ENERGY REDUCTION REQUIREMENTS (BALDERSON T) To make changes to the renewable energy, 
energy efficiency, and peak demand reduction requirements and to create a study committee.
Current Status: 5/7/2014 - Senate Public Utilities, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310

SCR25 GREEN BUILDING RATING STANDARDS (UECKER J) To urge, for Ohio state agencies and other government 
entities, the use of green building rating systems, codes, or standards that are consistent with state 
energy efficiency and environmental performance objectives.
Current Status: 3/11/2014 - Referred to Committee House Manufacturing and Workforce Development
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/res.cfm?ID=130_SCR_25

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
Columbus Recognized for Green Building
Columbus has been ranked 21st in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) Energy Star 2014 list of 
American metropolitan areas with the most certified green buildings.

Columbus, Cleveland among Cities Eyed for 2016 Democratic National Convention
In late April, the Democratic National Committee (DNC) asked 15 cities for proposals to host the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention, including Columbus and Cleveland. Other cities on the list include Atlanta, Chicago, Detroit, 
Indianapolis, Las Vegas, Miami, Nashville, New York, Orlando, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Pittsburgh and Salt Lake City. 
 
Columbus made an early bid for the GOP convention but did not make the cut, and is now focusing on securing 
the Democratic convention. Bids for the Democratic convention are due by Friday, June 6. The DNC is expected to 
announce its decision later this year or early next year.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMSSTATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

Federal
U.S. Climate Assessment Outlines Threats to Midwest
Climate change will “tend to amplify existing climate-related risks to people, ecosystems and infrastructure” in 
Ohio and the rest of the Midwest, according to the National Climate Assessment released Tuesday by the Obama 
Administration.
 
This is the third time the U.S. Global Change Research Program has released the report, produced by more than 
300 experts, which the White House described in a release as “the most comprehensive scientific assessment ever 
generated of climate change and its impacts across every region of America and major sectors of the U.S. economy.”
 
The Midwest section of the report noted climate change will affect agriculture, forest composition, public health, energy 
infrastructure, rainfall and flooding, and the Great Lakes. The report is available at http://nca2014.globalchange.gov.  

Unemployment Compensation

U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown (D-OH) and Rob Portman (R-OH) are part of a bipartisan group of 10 senators who 
recently reached a deal to reauthorize long-term unemployment insurance (UI) benefits for five months. The Senate 
voted 65-34 to advance S.1747 – Emergency Unemployment Compensation Extension Act of 2013. The legislation 
would allow for retroactive payments to eligible beneficiaries going back to Dec. 28, 2013. According to a statement 
from Speaker John Boehner, the House likely won’t advance the Senate deal, because it doesn’t include job-creating 
measures.

Senate Votes to Block Federal Minimum Wage Increase 

On April 30, the Senate voted down the “Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013”, legislation that would gradually increase 
the federal minimum wage to $10.10 an hour from $7.25 an hour over two and a half years, in three steps of 95 
cents each. The final vote count was 54 to 42. In a news conference following the Senate vote, Democrats vowed to 
reintroduce the bill later in 2014.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov
http://beta.congress.gov/bill/113th-congress/senate-bill/1747
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