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Air Quality Awareness Program 

• Forecast 

• Educate  

• Engage  

• Lead 



 

• Franklin County children’s asthma rates higher than 

both state and national average 

 

• Rate of children’s asthma has increased from 14.1% to 

16.5% from 2004-2008 

 

• Rate of adult asthma has increased from 7.5% to 8.4% 

between 2001 - 2010  

 

• Columbus Region failing to meet U.S. EPA standards 

impacts transportation funding 

 

Why care about the air? 



Forecast: Air Quality Alerts 



 
● Ground-level ozone (smog) 

● Particle pollution (soot) 

 

Forecast: MORPC provides daily forecasts for 

two pollutants  



Forecast: Daily forecasts issued based on 

real-time data 

State Fairgrounds New Albany High School 



Educate: Protecting public health and 

encouraging actions to protect air quality 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5HOPZxg5is&feature=channel_page


• Enviroflash subscribers receive email 

• Press release to media 

• Hotline updated 1-888-666-1009 

• MORPC website, Facebook, Twitter 

• Partnerships with local television and 

other media 

• Dynamic Highway Signs via ODOT 

Educate: Communicating the message 



Engage: Take Five for Clean Air 

http://morpc.org/Sustainability/air-quality/take-five-for-clean-air/index


 

 

1. Commit to five air-friendly actions 

via online checklist 

 

2. Recognition as Take Five for 

Clean Air partner 

 

 
 

Engage: Take Five for Clean Air 



Lead: MORPC leads by example 

• Send alerts to all staff 

• Transit incentives – reduced COTA pass 

• CNG agency car 

• Indoor bike room with shower 

• No idling policy 

• Telecommuting  

 



 

• Take Five for Clean Air: Commit to five 

air-friendly actions 

 

•Stay informed:  

-Call the hotline 1-800-866-1009 

-Check local news 

-Observe highway signs 

-Sign up to receive Air Quality Alerts at 

airquality.morpc.org 

 

Lead: Call for action 



Evelyn Ebert 

eebert@morpc.org 

 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

Phone: 614.233.4168 

 

www.morpc.org 


