
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMISSION MEETING 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Thursday, November 13, 2014, 1:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1:30 p.m. 1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

1:31 p.m. 2. Welcome and Introductions – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 

1:35 p.m. 3. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of October 9, 2014 Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

1:36 p.m. 4. Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive 

Director 

 State of Region Award Nominations 

 

1:45 p.m. 5. Proposed Resolution 27-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF GALENA 

(DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, MORPC 

Executive Director  

 

1:48 p.m. 6. Proposed Resolution 31-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF 

SOMERSET (PERRY COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, 

MORPC Executive Director  

 

 Specials Guests and Presentations 

 

1:50 p.m. 7. Special Presentation: insight2050 Phase 1 Report – Eric Phillips, 

Union County-Marysville Economic Development Partnership 

Executive Director; Vince Papsidero, City of Columbus Planning 

Administrator; William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director   

 

 Committees 

 

2:05 p.m. 8. Building Committee – Derrick Clay, Building Committee Chair 
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2:10 p.m. 9. Regional Policy Roundtable – Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Regional 

Policy Roundtable Chair 

a. Proposed Resolution 32-14: “SUPPORTING HB 336 THAT WILL 

CREATE THE GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE CONVERSION PROGRAM” 

b. 2015 Public Policy Agenda Draft – Steve Campbell, Regional 

Policy Roundtable Vice Chair  

c. Legislative Update – Steve Tugend, Kegler Hill Brown & Ritter 

and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & Government Affairs 

Director 

 

2:25 p.m. 10. Sustainability Advisory Committee – Marilyn Brown and Steve Stolte, 

Sustainability Advisory Council Co-Chairs 

a. Sustaining Scioto – Glenn Marzluf. Del-Co Water Company 

General Manager/CEO; Kerstin Carr, MORPC Planning & 

Environment Director 

 

 11. Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair  

2:35 p.m. a. Call to Order – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

2:36 p.m. b. Metropolitan Planning Organization Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

o Certification Open House 

o Metropolitan Transportation Plan Goals 

 

2:45 p.m. c. Consent Agenda 

 Approval of October 9, 2014 Transportation Policy 

Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

2:46 p.m. d. Boundaries Discussion Task Force – Eric Phillips & Steve 

Campbell, Boundaries Discussion Task Force Co-Chairs 

 

2:50 p.m. e. Adjourn Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC 

Chair 

 

2:51 p.m. 12. Motion to Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

 

2:52 p.m. 13. Other Business 

 

2:55 p.m. 14. Adjourn – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SHARI SAUNDERS AT 614-233-4169 OR ssaunders@morpc.org  
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 

 
The next Commission Meeting is 

Thursday, December 11, 2014 at 1:30 p.m. 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

mailto:ssaunders@morpc.org
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Note: A portion of Liberty Street is closed through the end of 2014.   
 
MORPC's parking lot is accessible via Front Street, Liberty Street, or Short Street.  
Please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor space or in a space marked with an “M”. 
Handicapped parking is available at the side of MORPC’s building. MORPC is 
accessible by C-Bus. 

 

 



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Thursday, October 9, 2014 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Commission Members 

Karen Angelou 

Trudy Bartley 

Pat Blayney 

Stacey Boumis 

Randy Bowman 

Susan Brobst 

Marilyn Brown 

Andrew Brush 

Ron Bullard 

Steve Campbell 

Derrick Clay 

Ben Collins 

Mike Compton 

Karl Craven 

William Dorman 

Terry Emery 

Matt Greeson 

Marsha Grigsby 

Tracy Hatmaker 

Dan Havener 

Tom Homan 

Jenna Jackson 

Erik Janas 

Larry Jenkins 

Anthony Jones 

Steve Kennedy 

Ben Kessler 

Benjamin King 

Bill LaFayette 

Richard Lehmuth 

Rory McGuiness 

Gary Merrell 

Robert Myers 

Ken O’Brien 

Megan O’Callaghan 

Victor Paini 

Vince Papsidero 

Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Bryan Rhoads 

Dean Ringle 

Jim Schimmer 

Elissa Schneider 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

Ike Stage 

Dennis Stapleton 

Steve Stolte 

Bill Vance 

Cristina Villacinda-Farr 

Nancy White 

 

Associate Members 

John O’Meara Nikki Scarpitti 

 

Policy Committee Members 

Mike Maleski 

David Paul 

Tory Richardson 

Thom Slack 

W. Curtis Stitt 

 

Staff 

Bernice Cage 

Kerstin Carr 

Mark Crosten 

Nick Gill 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

Eileen Leuby 

Dina Lopez 

William Murdock 

Christina O’Keeffe 

Nancy Reger 

Shari Saunders 

Thea Walsh 

Garth Weithman 

Kathy Werkmeister 

 

Guests 

Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter Chris Vineis, GPD Group 

 

 

Chair Eric Phillips called the Commission Meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Chair Phillips welcomed new Delaware County Commission Members Pat Blayney, Ron Bullard, and Jenna 

Jackson. 

 

Chair Phillips presented a certificate of appreciation  to John O’Meara for his service to Central Ohio and 

MORPC. Mr. O’Meara is retiring from Metro Parks November 2014.  
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Consent Agenda 

Tom Homan made a motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Bill Vance; motion passed.   

 

Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

William Murdock called attention to Resolution 25-14 on the Consent Agenda. MORPC is focusing internally on 

efficiency techniques. This past year the weatherization department had great success in increased efficiency. 

The finance department is applying for a Local Government Innovation Fund grant to increase efficiency in 

their department.  

 

The October 10, 2014 Summit on Sustainability and the Environment is sold out. Ohio EPA Director Craig 

Butler is the keynote speaker. This year the summit is focused on Central Ohio and local government. Mr. 

Murdock thanked Kerstin Carr and the Planning & Environment team; Christina O’Keeffe and the Energy & Air 

Quality team; and summit lead coordinator Amanda McEldowney for their efforts. 

 

Mr. Murdock reported that Phase 1 of insight2050 will be finished by November. Peter Calthorpe will be back 

in November to report the results to the insight2050 Steering Committee and MORPC’s Executive Committee. 

Team members are working with ULI Columbus and Columbus 2020 on the possibility of Mr. Calthorpe giving 

an additional report on Wednesday, November 5, 2014.  Phase 2 will look into tools and developing practical 

ideas. 

 

MORPC is hosting one of the Ohio Statewide Transit Needs Study Stakeholder meetings on Thursday, October 

24, 2014, 2:00-4:00 p.m. If you are unable to attend a meeting, comments are being accepted online at 

www.TransitNeedsStudy.ohio.gov.  

 

Yaromir Steiner, Chair of the insight2050 Steering Committee, is leading a workshop on retail real estate 

development opportunities. The half-day workshop is November 12, 2014 at MORPC. Mr. Steiner, who 

designed Easton, holds this workshop every year at Harvard. 

 

Mr. Murdock announced that ED411 is Friday, December 5, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Ohio Union at The 

Ohio State University.   

 

The 2015 MORPC calendars will be distributed at the November Commission meeting. Mr. Murdock reported 

a couple of changes to the calendar. 

 Going from 11 Commission meetings to 10 Commission meetings. There will be no meetings in 

February and August. 

 All Commission meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 

 

MORPC Membership Coordinator Eileen Leuby gave the Quarterly Membership Update. Ms. Leuby announced 

the Village of Galena requested to join the Commission in November. 

 

Proposed Resolutions 

 

Proposed Resolution 26-14: “ACCEPTING JEROME TOWNSHIP (UNION COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-

OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

Rob Platte made a motion to approve Resolution 26-14, second by Steve Stolte; motion passed.  

 

Proposed Resolution 28-14: “ESTABLISHING POPULATION ESTIMATES AS A BASIS FOR 2015 ANNUAL 

PARTICIPATION FEES TO BE ASSESSED MEMBERS” – Nancy Reger, MORPC Regional Data & Mapping Director 

The revised population estimates were provided to Commission members. There was a slight change to the 

City of Reynoldsburg. The estimates will be posted on MORPC’s website as soon as they are approved. 

 

Andrew Brush made a motion to approve Resolution 28-14, second by Marilyn Brown; motion passed.  

 

http://www.transitneedsstudy.ohio.gov/
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctYSRealEstate.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctYSRealEstate.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctED411.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctMembershipReportExCom.pdf
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Special Guests and Presentations 

 

Featured Shared Services: City of Delaware Collaboration – Tom Homan, City of Delaware City Manager; 

Andrew Brush, City of Delaware Council Member; Eileen Leuby, MORPC Public & Government Affairs 

Eileen Leuby interviewed Tom Homan and Andrew Brush on the City of Delaware’s Collaboration with the 

YMCA and National Guard in developing a community center for the City of Delaware. A .15 percent income 

tax levy was passed in 2010 to help pay for the project. There is approximately 150,000 square feet available 

between the new community center and the new National Guard Building. The City of Delaware contracts with 

the YMCA to run their recreation program resulting in an annual operating cost savings of $140,000. The City 

and the National Guard shared the cost of paving the parking lots. Mr. Homan and Mr. Brush offered three 

pieces of advice: make certain the ballot language is clear; keep a long range view, the project was conceived 

in 1999 and the new National Guard Building opens next month; and be willing to give up a little bit of control. 

 

Committees 

 

Boundaries Discussion Task Force –Eric Philips, Task Force Co-Chair 

 Proposed Resolution 30-14: “ENDORSING MEMBERSHIP AND PROGRAMMING AREA BOUNDARIES OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

Ike Stage made a motion to approve Resolution 30-14, second by Tom Homan; motion passed. 

 

Regional Policy Roundtable –Steve Campbell, Roundtable Vice Chair 

Steve Campbell announced the Public Policy Agenda Subcommittee is developing the 2015 Public Policy 

Agenda that will be presented to the Commission in November for adoption in December.  

 

 Legislative Update –Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & 

Government Affairs Director 
Steve Tugend and Laura Koprowski gave the legislative update and highlighted the following issues: 

o HB 5 – Municipal income tax uniformity 

o SB 310 – Ohio’s Renewal Energy & Efficiency Standards 

o The October 2014 Legislative Update was emailed to Commission members 

o MORPC issued an RFP for Government Services on October 8, 2014 

o HB 319 – Funding for natural gas infrastructure 

o HB 336 – Natural gas vehicles 

 

Mayor Ike Stage announced that HB 599 is the first vanity license plate bill for a city in the State of Ohio. 

The proceeds for the “I Love Grove City” license plates will go toward the building of an all purpose field. 

 

Chair Eric Phillips asked the Executive Committee to stand and introduce themselves. The Executive Committee 

is holding a planning retreat November 6, 2014. Chair Phillips thanked the Executive Committee for their 

commitment and service to MORPC. 

 

Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair  

Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Session to order at 2:17 p.m.  The session 

adjourned at 2:30 p.m. Separate minutes are attached. 

 

Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

A motion was made to approve the actions of the Transportation Policy Committee, second by Marilyn Brown; 

motion passed. 

 

Other Business 

David Paul announced the Senior Living Festival 2014 is October 31, 2014 at the Hollywood Casino, 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Mr. Paul asked members to share the message with their communities.     

The Commission Meeting adjourned at 2:31 p.m.  

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctDelawareSS.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctDelawareSS.pdf
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MORPC Monthly Agency Report 

October 2014 

 
Public & Government Affairs  

Laura Koprowski – lkoprowski@morpc.org 

 

Government Affairs 

MORPC is partnering with the Columbus Chamber and MODE to host “Meet the Class 2015” networking 

reception event on December 9, 2014 from 5:00pm – 7:30pm at the Columbus Renaissance Downtown Hotel. 

The Central Ohio Congressional Delegation, State Representatives and Senators, and County Commissioners, 

Engineers and Treasurers, will be invited to join this networking reception. This bi-annual event provides Mid-

Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), Columbus Chamber, and Mid-Ohio Development Exchange 

(MODE) members an exclusive opportunity to meet the new delegation representing their communities and 

businesses and to begin building or re-establishing relationships. The evening will be an informal meet and 

greet with brief remarks from our hosts. 

 

The Regional Policy Roundtable approved MORPC’s 2015 Public Policy Agenda. The 2015 agenda will be 

presented to the Commission at its November meeting and adopted in December.   

 

MORPC is currently reviewing responses to its Request for Proposals for Government Affairs Services. The 

selection committee will present a recommendation of a firm to hire at the December Commission meeting.  

 

Community Outreach 

MORPC’s Facebook page reached a milestone 3,000 followers in October. The Facebook page has seen a 

steady increase in followers since launching in 2009 thanks to content strategy and response to changing 

algorithms.  

 

MORPC is promoting its foreclosure prevention counseling program on Facebook from November 9 to 

November 15, 2014 for $100. The last Facebook ad promoting homebuyer education classes for $100 

reached 19,936 users and had 222 interactions including 105 video plays, 123 link clicks 26 new page likes, 

80 post likes and 19 shares.  

 

The 2014 Green Region Award winners were added to MORPC’s Vimeo page at www.vimeo.com/morpc.  

 

Membership 

See the attachment  

 

MORPC In the News 

See the attachment for a list of the various news and media articles for October. 

 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

Thea Walsh - twalsh@morpc.org 

 

Highways & Planning 

The SR 161 Traffic Study partners reviewed MORPC's final documentation on the traffic study, discussed next 

steps moving forward, and project messaging. The study is posted on the MORPC website. 

 

At the Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) committee quarterly meeting team members presented a primary 

stakeholder list for the interviews and detailed scope of work about the Regional ITS Architecture update.  

 

file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/lkoprowski@morpc.org
http://www.vimeo.com/morpc
file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/twalsh@morpc.org
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Freight 

The Ohio Conference on Freight (OCF) planning committee reviewed feedback on the conference; attendee 

evaluations were generally positive. Discussion on whether to take the conference to Cincinnati included 

consideration to have the conference in different Ohio metro areas over the next years. MORPC confirmed its 

commitment to working with the OCF planning committee next year to contribute to the conference's continued 

success. 

 

Transit/Human Services 

ODOT Office of Transit announced the statewide awards for its SFY 2014 Specialized Transportation Program.  

Two agencies each in Fairfield and Licking Counties received specialized vehicles. Four recipients in Franklin 

County were awarded specialized vehicles: 

 American Red Cross 

 Canal Winchester Human Services 

 Heritage Day Health Centers 

 Netcare Corporation 

 

Governor Kasich signed a letter to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) necessary for MORPC and six other 

entities to become Designated Recipients to administer FTA’s Section 5310 Program in seven Ohio urbanized 

areas. Once FTA approves Governor Kasich’s designation, MORPC will be able to administer the Columbus area 

apportionment to enhance the mobility of seniors and individuals with disabilities.  

 

MORPC partnered with COTA and hosted one of five Regional Stakeholder Meetings around the state for 

ODOT’s Ohio Statewide Transit Needs Study. Over 65 people attended for a presentation and comments.  

 

RideSolutions  

RideSolutions team members hosted a vendor booth at the 2014 Champions of Diversity Career Fair & 

Workshops. Team members had the opportunity to network with new employers and reconnect with employers 

and other diverse agencies in Ohio. 

 

RideSolutions marketing and outreach efforts continued to expand throughout the 2014 fall season utilizing 

TV, radio, billboards, and social media outlets. The RideSolutions team is working in conjunction with 

community liaisons, employers, human service agencies, and others to help connect commuters to 

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) resources.  

 

RideSolutions partnered with Metro Early College High School to complete the first phase of the School Pool 

project. Parents of the students now have a guide and a tool that will assist in connecting with each other via 

email addresses and can use this reliable tool as a starting point to create ridesharing arrangements for their 

commutes to work. 

 

Infrastructure Funding 

MORPC-Attributable Funding 

Team members evaluated the funding applications and presented draft scores to the Attributable Funds 

Committee (AFC). Revised draft scores were sent to AFC members October 17, 2014. The AFC will meet 

November 5, November 18 and December 5 to develop a recommended program of funding events, which will 

be available for public review and comment. 

 

The Ohio Statewide Urban Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Committee (OSUCC) is charged with deciding how 

their Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) funds will be used. The committee met September 26 and 

October 3 to review the applications and evaluate the results. Discussions are continuing into November. 

  

ODOT recently revised its policies regarding the Local Public Agency (LPA) “Local-let” process, which many local 

agencies sponsoring MORPC-attributable projects choose to follow to administer their projects. To explain 

these changes, ODOT is hosting a day-long informational update of the current program for local agency 

personnel (county, township, city, and village) and other interested persons to learn more about the Local-let 

construction administration program. There is no cost to attend this event, which will be held at ODOT Central 

Office on November 19, 2014. 
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OPWC 

The Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC) conducted a special meeting to review and approve a scope 

change for the Walnut Woods Acquisition project and to approve a time extension for Hilliard's Clover Groff Run 

Stream Restoration project. Franklin County Metro Parks’ Walnut Woods Acquisition project will reduce the 

number of acres purchased from 81 to 62, increase the selling price from $9,000 to $9,500 per acre and 

reduce the Clean Ohio award from $486,200 to $389,350.   

 

Completion of the Clover Groff Run Stream Restoration was extended to January 1, 2016. The NRAC will meet 

again on January 6, 2016 to meet with Round 9 applicants and to preview their preliminary applications. 

 

TRAC 

MORPC team members ranked TRAC projects and presented them to CAC and TAC who endorsed MORPC's 

ranking recommendations. Thea Walsh presented MORPC's recommendations at the TRAC public hearing. 

 

MPO Boundary 

As part of ongoing community meetings and discussions to expand the MPO boundaries, team members met 

with Liberty Township (Fairfield County), Village of Baltimore (Fairfield County), Fairfield County, and Jerome 

Township (Union County). Jerome Township voted to join MORPC in 2015 as a full member of the MPO and 

regional planning commission.   

 

Data and Mapping 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

Collaboration and Joint Projects 

MORPC is assisting Prairie Township in preparing a Local Government Innovation Grant about the value of 

empowering small governments to use GIS. Having a small-scale GIS application could allow them to provide 

their own data to the growing pool of shared GIS data for cross-jurisdictional access and also allow in-house 

analyses to streamline workflows to improve services.   

 

Consultants working on the regional sidewalk inventory delayed the release of the draft file for review to 

December 1, 2014. The next step will be for Columbus and ODOT to use the information in the city-wide Safe 

Routes to School plan. Similar to the LBRS project, MORPC will host the file as a regional GIS data file so that 

local governments can access and update a common file. The information can benefit planning efforts 

currently under way, including the Active Transportation Plan, the Regional Thoroughfare Plan, and the 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan.   

 

The City of Hilliard is now an official member of the Location Based Response System (LBRS) Power-User 

Team. They join Columbus, Dublin, Franklin County Auditor and Engineer, Gahanna, Grove City, Westerville, and 

Worthington. All of the communities are now actively adding roads and addresses to a common GIS file hosted 

by MORPC. MORPC submits a snapshot of the file annually to ODOT in October. 

 

Data & Mapping Involvement in Projects and Programs 

The team is finalizing the list of potential members for a task force to strategize the development and 

maintenance plan of a regional data site. Invitations are expected to be sent in November, and the task force 

will convene in January. 

 

The team is supporting a number of intra-agency programs, including preparing maps for the weatherization 

program, the ME3 project, analyzing data associated with the Promise Zone application, the Active 

Transportation Plan, mapping OPWC and attributable funding projects, and performing GIS analyses for the 

Regional Thoroughfare Plan. In addition, an interactive map of community Trick-or-Treat dates and times was 

posted on the website. 

 

The Data & Mapping Team is working to prepare future land use in the “2016-2040 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan.” This information is anticipated to be shared with the MORPC Board in January. GIS files 

are being updated for use in the population/employment allocation model that relies on environmental, 

file:///C:/Users/shufstedler/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/QEPGBLFF/nreger@morpc.org
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economic, land use and infrastructure data. Information from the Balanced Growth initiative and insight2050 

will both factor into the draft forecasts expected to be available to communities for their review in December.  

 

Support for Members and the Community at Large 

The team responded to approximately eight requests for maps or information for communities such as 

population estimates for the Southwest School District to use in its annual financial report, data for a Whitehall 

parks project, information for the Upper Arlington Fire Department, and maps for DATABus in Delaware County.  

 

Planning and Environment 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 

 

Active Transportation Planning 

The Active Transportation Plan Technical Committee met to identify key points of interests to include in the 

corridor evaluation analysis and to finalize the Key Regional Corridors. Team members met with OSU Professor 

Allen Klaiber's class to introduce the Active Transportation Plan and to discuss the class's ideas for providing 

MORPC with a cost/benefit analysis for the plan. 

 

Team members met with representatives of the City of Columbus, ODOT, and local bike advocacy groups to 

discuss forming a park-and-bike pilot program to provide commuters to downtown Columbus with an option to 

park their cars in an area that is easily accessible by designated bike facilities with safe and secure parking 

locations, possibly through partnerships with Columbus Recreation and Parks and local businesses. 

 

Team members reviewed applications for Complete Streets components, including a portion of the I-70/I-71 

project, Gahanna and Franklin County’s Hamilton Road widening and roundabout project, and a Columbus 

project to add sidewalks to connect to bus stops in several locations near Dierker, Kenny, and Campus View 

roads. 

 

Safety Planning 

The final draft of the Regional Crash Fact Sheets is posted on MORPC’s website.  

 

Team members also prepared slides on the Systematic Safety Improvement Pilot Project for a presentation at 

the 2014 Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference (OTEC).  

 

Regional Collaboration 

Team members facilitated meetings of the Northeast Area Group and the Southeast Area Group.  Orange 

Township and New Albany gave presentations on their bike/pedestrian bridge, and bike plan and Beech Road 

widening project, respectively. The Southeast Area Group had a presentation on the Brice Road area 

improvements.  

 

Regional Education Forums 

The Summit on Sustainability & the Environment was held at the Hilton Downtown Columbus with over 400 

people in attendance. Eight breakout sessions offered engaging presentations related to energy, air quality, 

water quality, active transportation, land use, and local food. Overall, the event received a lot of positive 

feedback about the sessions and lunch program as well as the venue. 

 

The next Regional Education Forum is planned for November 20, 2014 and is focused on Green Infrastructure 

initiatives and programs. 

 

Greenways & Water Quality Program 

The project consultants conducted interviews with local businesses to better understand if trail proximity plays 

a role in their business location decisions. Additional interviews with large corporations will be conducted in 

November. The next steering committee meeting will be held November 17. 

 

Jersey Township signed a resolution of support of the Big Walnut Balanced Growth Plan. Team members are 

working to seek resolutions of support from three remaining communities: Fulton, Obetz, and Sunbury. 

 

 

mailto:kcarr@morpc.org
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Sustaining Scioto 

MORPC held a joint meeting between the study team and representatives from the Ohio River Basin Climate 

Change Pilot Study and shared their projects and provisional results. A study was initiated for the entire Scioto 

River Basin to determine what the current concerns/issues may be and if there are further projects or roles for 

the Army Corps to play. USGS will hold a review session of its draft report on October 30, 2014. 

 

The next Stakeholder Advisory Committee meeting is October 30, 2014 focusing on the final draft of the 

adaptive management strategies. Team members will provide public engagement and outreach throughout 

November and December to seek input on the draft strategies. 

 

insight2050 

MORPC gave several presentations on insight2050: Summit on Sustainability & the Environment; County 

Commissioners Association of Ohio; Pataskala Chamber of Commerce meeting; and New Albany City Council 

meeting.  

 

The Calthorpe Associates team drafted the final report for team members to review. The report will be shared 

at the November 5, 2014 steering committee meeting. In addition, the Urban Land Institute (ULI) of Columbus 

is hosting a public evening event that same day to present the results.  

 

The communications team has prepared a "key messages" document that will guide future outreach related to 

the first phase of insight2050. In addition, a stand-alone website is being created. 

 

Energy & Air Quality 

Christina O'Keeffe - cokeeffe@morpc.org  

 

The 2014 Weatherization Showcase was completed on Wednesday, October 29.  The event was well attended 

by funders, media and residents.   

 

Air Quality  

MORPC released the RFP for Air Quality Forecasting October 1, 2014 and proposals were due October 20, 

2014. MORPC and its stakeholder committee are currently evaluating the proposal, and are expected to 

recommend an air quality forecasting firm in November. Five hundred air quality brochures were distributed to 

Columbus Neighborhood Health Centers and will be distributed to ten clinics throughout Franklin County, 

thanks to a partnership with Columbus Public Health.  

 

MORPC joined the Ohio University’s Center for Air Quality and Voinovich School for Public Affairs to submit a 

joint application to U.S. EPA’s Air Quality Monitoring for Communities funding solicitation opportunity; awardees 

will be announced Spring 2015. 

 

Energy & Air Quality Working Group 

The next Energy & Air Quality Working Group meeting is Tuesday, November 25 at MORPC, 1:30 p.m. 

 

Marketing 

Neighborhood Pride events for 2014 concluded October 24, 2014. The development of a marketing plan for 

2015 is underway that will create a strategy for promoting the weatherization programs. MORPC is participating 

in the Senior Living Festival 2014 promoting weatherization services to participating senior citizens.  

 

Materials Management Working Group  

The group met at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium, where zoo staff members gave a presentation about their 

certified Green Star restaurant in the new Heart of Africa exhibit. They worked through the process of LEED 

certification in addition to the Green Star certification, which includes additional commitments addressing 

operations, materials use and sourcing. The next meeting is December 3, 10:00 a.m. at MORPC.       

 

ME3 

The last ME3 spot has been filled by a manufacturing company in Licking County bringing the total to 14 

facilities participating in the program. The October By-Product Synergy Network meeting was postponed to 

file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/06%20-%20June/cokeeffe@morpc.org%20
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November 7 at MORPC, and planning for this meeting continues. A team member presented about ME3 in a 

workshop at the regional Engineers for a Sustainable World Conference hosted at OSU. A quarterly U.S. EPA 

grant report was submitted October 30, 2014.  

 

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Study 

MORPC is leading a discussion group of interested member governments on the feasibility and planning for the 

development of Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) district on behalf of its local governments and regional 

organizations serving the 12-county Central Ohio region. The effort is lead in partnership with Bricker & Eckler 

and includes the City of Columbus, City of Dublin, City of Bexley, City of Upper Arlington, City of Worthington and 

Franklin County. The Columbus-Franklin County Finance Authority is also participating as it develops a regional 

energy loan program.  

 

Residential Energy Efficiency Program 

Applications and initial inspections increased over the past couple of months. With the onset of colder 

temperatures it is anticipated that there will be a steady increase in applicants and participants through early 

spring.  

 

Production 

MORPC is now working near full capacity with active auditors performing inspections. More than 35 appliances 

were replaced or repaired during the month of October and the team is still working toward meeting MORPC's 

final inspection goals.  

 

HWAP inspections and work orders are now on schedule; initial inspections and finals are being completed on 

Saturdays to accommodate working customers’ schedules. 

 

AEP-CAP Weatherization jobs increased by 66% and the backlog is eliminated.  

 

Customer Service/Intake 

A new qualification checklist was implemented and is actively being utilized resulting in increased turnaround 

time for application approval. 

 

Sustainability Advisory Committee  

The MORPC team continued to assist with the committee and participated in planning efforts. A sub-committee 

is working on a Sustainability Agenda that will be presented in Winter 2015 and a survey to Commission 

members will soon be distributed.  

 

Summit on Sustainability and the Environment 

The Energy and Air Quality team participated in planning efforts, assembled breakout sessions, and continued 

to promote the event to partners in the region. MORPC's three Summit breakout sessions were “Responding to 

Emerging Air Quality Issues”, “Smart Tools for Energizing the Region”, and “Expanding and Improving 

Community Recycling Programs”.  

 

Housing & Community Services 

Kathy Werkmeister – kwerkmeister@morpc.org 

 

Counseling  

Homebuyer Education Classes continue for the remainder of the year. The schedule for November’s three 

sessions includes classes on November 5, 12, and 19, 2014. MORPC submitted an application to Franklin 

County to continue funding the housing counseling program in 2015. With the closing of the Save the Dream 

program, foreclosure counseling is slowing down. However, counselors are actively marketing the counseling 

programs with realtors, lenders and homebuyers. 

 

Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP) 

Construction is complete on all Pataskala CHIP projects, and the Rehab team is completing the final 

inspections. The MORPC team will submit final invoices and draws for this project by November 15, 2014.  

 

 

file:///C:/Users/cklein/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/UXWN1FYA/kwerkmeister@morpc.org
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Housing Repair and Rehabilitation 

The rehab team continues to take applications and manage home repair work in Franklin County, with multiple 

projects in stages from application, to under construction or completed. The Franklinton Neighborhood and 

Weinland Park Exterior Home Repair programs are well underway. Six of the seven Franklinton projects are 

under construction. The Rehab team has identified all of the projects for the final round of the Weinland Park 

program. 

 

The Rehab team is managing the final phase of the Franklin County Single-Family Rehabilitation program. Five 

projects are under construction, two are being prepared for contract closing with the homeowner and general 

contractors, and the final job is out to bid. The rehab team also began a new project in the near-east side in 

cooperation with Homeport and PACT. Four projects have been inspected and put out to bid this month. 

MORPC submitted an application to Franklin County to continue funding the Franklin County Urgent Repair 

program in 2015. 

 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) 

Construction will soon be competed on the final NSP home purchased through the Franklin County NSP-1 

program in Prairie Township. MORPC listed the home for sale in October. 

 

Joint Columbus and Franklin County Advisory Board (HAB) 

MORPC submitted an application to Franklin County to continue funding the HAB through June 2016. The 

MORPC team is completing the annual monitoring of completed projects. 

 

Administration 

Shawn Hufstedler – shufstedler@morpc.org 

 

The annual budget and the indirect cost allocation plan (ICAP) for 2015 are being prepared. The ICAP is 

expected to be submitted in the first half of November and the budget will be presented for Commission 

approval in December.  

 

Deborah Murphy – dmurphy@morpc.org 

 

Administrative Services: 

Internal construction to aid in improved functionality of MORPC’s workspace is estimated to start in early 

November, pending permits. 

 

Open Positions  

Commute Coordinator position in the Transportation Systems & Funding Department. 

  

file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/07%20-%20July/shufstedler@morpc.org
file://morpc2/two/Executive%20Management/2.%20COMMISSION/2014%20Commission/07%20-%20July/dmurphy@morpc.org
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ATTACHMENT 

 

Meeting planning and facilitation training sessions were offered to all MORPC team members who have public 

speaking and meeting coordination responsibilities.  

 

Membership Visits 

MORPC welcomes new member, the Village of Somerset. Membership recruitment visits were also made to the 

Perry County Commissioners, Hocking County Commissioners, and the City of Logan. 

 

Member visits were completed with Ross County Commissioners, City of Grove City, Village of Urbancrest, and 

Village of Lockbourne. 

 

MORPC participated in the Annual Ohio Economic Development Association Conference, and the Franklin 

County Commissioner’s unveiling of the new loan fund “Infrastructure Bank Program”. 

 

MORPC In the News  

The Hannah Report - Ohio EPA Director Says Agency Waiting on Federal Microcystin Standard 

The Columbus Dispatch - Lazelle Road scheduled for widening in 2016  

The Perry County Tribune – A Report from the Local Food Summit 

The Newark Advocate - 'Think tank' offers ideas for Granville schools 

The Columbus Dispatch - Can Brice Road corridor revive? 

The Lantern – Plans for train connecting Columbus and Chicago chug forward 

The Newark Advocate - Etna trustees seek grants to pay for road project 

The Marysville-Journal Tribune – Read this letter to the Editor  

The Marysville-Journal Tribune - Writer says reporter is not objective 

The Newark Advocate - Mink Street project to impact residents 

ThisWeek News – Cemetery corridor has highest crash totals in Hilliard 

ThisWeek News - City keeping tabs on intersection crash data 

ThisWeek News – Orr leaves New Albany chamber, Nelson to replace her as director 

The Newark Advocate – Region to add half million residents by 2050 

Logan Daily News – Commissioners speak to health department, MORPC, and concerned citizens 

ThisWeek News – MORPC points out problem intersections 

Perry County Tribune – Somerset officials agree to become member of MORPC 

ThisWeek News – Group to reveal results of population study November 5 

ThisWeek News – Nelson to lead local chamber in wake of Orr’s resignation 

ThisWeek News – Teacher dominates German marathon 

ThisWeek News – Most accident-prone intersection is N. High at Wilson Bridge 

ThisWeek News – City working to improve worst intersections 

WOSU/89.7- Ok, why does Central Ohio Avoid Trick-or-Treating on Halloween 

Channel 10 – Weatherization Showcase 

Business First - Commuter rail being considered to link Port Columbus to downtown 

 

Press Releases & Media Advisories Distributed 

Energy – Weatherization Showcase Press Release  

Weatherization Showcase Media Advisory 

Housing – November Homeownership Education Classes 

Public & Government Affairs – Pedestrian Safety for Trick or Treat 

Planning & Environment – insight2050 media advisory 

 Summit 2014 Sustainability Award Winners 

 Summit Media Advisory 

Transportation Systems & Funding – MORPC prioritizes TRAC projects 

Sustaining Scioto is winding up and results will be shared with local communities in the plan area. 

A one piece information sheet was developed and distributed on the Introduction to the 2016 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan.    

Weatherization Showcase was held on Wednesday, October 29 at the home of Robert and Julia Sims.  Channel 

10 attended the event.  Brainstorm media will provide a video of the entire event. 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

William Murdock 

Executive Director 

 

DATE: 

 

November 7, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 27-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF 

GALENA (DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 
 

 

The Village of Galena Council met October 27, 2014 and voted to authorize 

the Village to become a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission (MORPC). The attached resolution accepts the Village of Galena 

as a member of MORPC, which will help meet the desire of MORPC’s 

membership to continue to grow the organization for the benefit of a stronger 

Central Ohio region. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution 27-14



RESOLUTION 27-14 

 

“ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF GALENA (DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO RE-

GIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Galena recognizes the need for collaborative, cooperative planning in order 

to ensure continued growth and prosperity; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC’s mission is to be the regional voice and a catalyst for sustainability and econom-

ic prosperity in order to secure a competitive advantage for Central Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Galena has petitioned for membership in MORPC; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of MORPC’s members to continue to grow for the benefit of strong collabo-

ration on regional issues; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Galena will be assessed $800 dues based on 2015 population; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Galena Council voted to join MORPC and passed a resolution to accept the 

conditions of membership contained in MORPC’s Articles of Agreement; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the Village of Galena is accepted as a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional Plan-

ning Commission. 

 

Section 2. That the Bylaws provide that one (1) representative for the Village of Galena is eligi-

ble to serve as a voting member at the MORPC Commission meetings. 

 

Section 3. That the Village of Galena shall be entitled to the same regular services of MORPC as 

other members and that any special services will be purchased by the village based 

on standard MORPC rates.   

 

Section 4. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 5.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Effective date: January 1, 2015 

Submitted by: William Murdock, Executive Director 

Prepared by:  Eileen Leuby, Member Services Coordinator, Public & Government Affairs 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: November 13, 2014 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

William Murdock 

Executive Director 

 

DATE: 

 

November 7, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 31-14: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF 

SOMERSET (PERRY COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO 

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 
 

 

The Village of Somerset Council met October 21, 2014 and passed a 

resolution for the Village to become a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission (MORPC). The attached resolution accepts the Village of 

Somerset as a member of MORPC, which will help meet the desire of 

MORPC’s membership to continue to grow the organization for the benefit of a 

stronger Central Ohio region. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution 31-14 



RESOLUTION 31-14 

 

“ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF SOMERSET (PERRY COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE MID-OHIO RE-

GIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Somerset recognizes the need for collaborative, cooperative planning in or-

der to ensure continued growth and prosperity; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC’s mission is to be the regional voice and a catalyst for sustainability and econom-

ic prosperity in order to secure a competitive advantage for Central Ohio; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Somerset has petitioned for membership in MORPC; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of MORPC’s members to continue to grow for the benefit of strong collabo-

ration on regional issues; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Somerset will be assessed $134 pro-rated dues based on 2014 population; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Village of Somerset Council voted to join MORPC and passed a resolution to accept 

the conditions of membership contained in MORPC’s Articles of Agreement; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the Village of Somerset is accepted as a member of the Mid-Ohio Regional 

Planning Commission. 

 

Section 2. That the Bylaws provide that one (1) representative for the Village of Somerset is eli-

gible to serve as a voting member at the MORPC Commission meetings. 

 

Section 3. That the Village of Somerset shall be entitled to the same regular services of MORPC 

as other members and that any special services will be purchased by the village 

based on standard MORPC rates.   

 

Section 4. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 5.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

 

Effective date: November 1, 2014 

Submitted by: William Murdock, Executive Director 

Prepared by:  Eileen Leuby, Member Services Coordinator, Public & Government Affairs 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: November 13, 2014 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Laura Koprowski, Director 

Public & Government Affairs 

 

DATE: 

 

November 7, 2014 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 32-14: “SUPPORTING HB 336 THAT WILL 

CREATE THE GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE CONVERSION PROGRAM" 

 
 

 

Representative Sean J. O’Brien presented House Bill 336 (HB 336), to the Regional 

Policy Roundtable on Thursday, October 23. HB 336 creates a financial incentive 

program for entities to purchase or convert their existing fleets to Alternative Fueled 

Vehicles (AFVs). These incentives, which are set to sunset after five years, are 

available for private businesses, consumers and public entities. The program will be 

administered by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, which will also create a 

tax credit for the purchase of conversion of AFVs in the amount of 50 percent of the 

cost of conversion or purchase price of the vehicles. 

 

HB 336 will award grants to state agencies, political subdivisions, school districts, 

public transportation systems or non-profit corporations to convert vehicles. HB 336 

also contains a provision to introduce a gaseous fuels tax, which currently does not 

exist in Ohio, gradually increasing to 28 cents over six years. 

 

HB 336 passed the House on March 26 with a unanimous vote of 92-0. The 

legislation is currently in the Senate Finance Committee where it has had one 

hearing. MORPC will advocate that this legislation be passed during the “lame-duck” 

session and signed into law by the end of the current General Assembly. This 

legislation is in line with the 2014 Public Policy Agenda, addressing the deployment 

strategies of alternative fueled transportation vehicles. Also, by introducing a 

gaseous fuels tax, this legislation will leverage more dollars to be allocated in the 

area of transportation and infrastructure. The Regional Policy Roundtable 

unanimously voted that the commission consider supporting HB 336. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution 32-14 



RESOLUTION 32-14 

 

“SUPPORTING HB 336 THAT WILL CREATE THE GASEOUS FUEL VEHICLE CONVERSION PROGRAM” 

 

WHEREAS, HB 336 creates financial incentives for businesses, consumers and public entities includ-

ing the Gaseous Fuels Conversion Program for the purchase or conversion of Alternative Fueled Ve-

hicles (AFVs); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency will administer the program and create a tax 

credit for the purchase or conversion of AFV’s in the amount of 50 percent of the cost of conversion 

or purchase price of the vehicles; and 

 

WHEREAS, the program will award grants to state agencies, political subdivisions, school districts, 

public transportation systems or non-profit corporations to convert vehicles up to $500,000 per enti-

ty; and 

 

WHEREAS, the purchase or conversion of AFVs will decrease emissions, leading to better air quality 

for the region; and 

 

WHEREAS, HB 336 introduces a provision to tax gaseous fuels, which are currently not taxed in Ohio, 

gradually over a six year period; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Policy Roundtable recommends that the Commission support HB 336, which 

aligns with MORPC’s 2014 Public Policy Agenda by addressing the development of deployment 

strategies of alternative fueled transportation vehicles and seeking additional revenue for transpor-

tation and infrastructure; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the Commission supports HB 336 which deploys a strategy for alternative fueled 

transportation vehicles and provides additional revenue for transportation and infra-

structure.  

 

Section 2. The Commission will send a copy of this resolution to members of the Ohio Senate 

and encourage MORPC staff and members to express support for this legislation. 

 

Section 3. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 4.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Effective date: November 13, 2014 

Submitted by: Laura Koprowski, Public & Government Affairs Director 

Prepared by:  Laura Koprowski, Public & Government Affairs Director 

Authority:  Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date: November 13, 2014 
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Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  
DRAFT- 2015 Public Policy Agenda 

 

Lead–Opportunities for legislative and public 

policy leadership 
Goal 1: Promote regionalism at the local, state and federal levels of 

government fostering economic prosperity, efficient use of resources, 

and a high quality of life for Central Ohio residents.  

 Advocate for policies and legislation that encourage local governments to collaborate and 

share services to make local governments fiscally stronger, more effective and efficient in 

serving the public. 

 Promote the valuable roles, duties and rights that local governments have in delivering 

services to residents, quality of life and economic prosperity.   

 Advance Federal and State tax and budget policies that balance the promotion of economic 

growth, while also ensuring the ability to provide vital local government services to residents. 

 Work with our regional partners to identify significant projects and grant opportunities to 

benefit the region. 

 Position MORPC as a leading resource for innovative planning strategies. 

 

Goal 2: Achieve a world-class transportation system that connects 

Central Ohio's people and products to the world. 

 Seek additional revenue and long term funding mechanisms for transportation at local, state 

and federal levels.  

 Advocate for reauthorization of MAP-21, the federal transportation bill. 

 Promote state designation and preserve federal recognition of metropolitan planning 

organizations and their regional approach to transportation planning and funding. 

 Advocate for a transportation system that encompasses a broad spectrum of fully integrated, 

technically-advanced options including cars; freight by air, rail, truck and ship; buses; light 

rail; rideshare; biking; walking; aviation; and inter-city passenger rail. 

 Advance the importance of the logistics industry to Central Ohio and support continued 

investments in the region's "inland port" intermodal, rail and other freight facilities. 

 Advocate for legislation and policies that improve transportation safety. 

 Advocate for policies and funding to improve workforce transportation options. 
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Goal 3: Conserve and enhance our region's environmental 

infrastructure of clean water, air and parklands. 

 Advocate for innovative strategies to maintain air quality attainment, reduce emissions and 

protect health and welfare by working with state, federal and business partners. 

 Advocate for the restoration and protection of Central Ohio water resources.  

 Advocate for innovative and balanced strategies to maintain water quality and quantity, 

reduce pollution and protect health by working with government, the agricultural community, 

universities, residents and business partners. 

 Support policies and funding that clean up vacant, blighted and abandoned properties, 

redevelop brownfields and preserve historic buildings to revitalize communities.  

 

Goal 4: Promote energy efficiency and safe, reliable and affordable 

sources of energy for our region. 

 Promote energy efficiency and conservation, as well as renewable and alternative energy. 

 Advocate policies to ensure economic opportunities and resiliency utilizing new and existing 

forms of energy. 

 Advocate the importance of benefits associated with advanced energy and energy efficiency 

policies, funding and programs. 

Collaborate - Opportunities to form coalitions 

with like-minded organizations 

Economic Development 

 Promote a robust economy for the region and active collaboration with JobsOhio, 

Columbus2020 and local governments to pursue national and state policies and funding to 

advance economic growth and workforce development.    

 Encourage local government to focus job attraction incentives on new jobs and investment to 

the region. 

 Promote local food systems, food security and encourage state policies that promote the 

economic and environmental benefits of local foods systems and farmland preservation. 

 Improve financial stability of our region’s low and moderate income households. 

Energy & Environment 

 Participate in the development and implementation of infrastructure and deployment to 

promote alternative transportation vehicles.  

 Promote the efficient use and management of waste streams through reuse and recycling 

programs that reduce environmental impacts and contribute to the economic 

competitiveness of the region.  
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Federal Funds 

 Support federal funding for defense installations, research and other initiatives in Central 

Ohio.  

  

 Participate in coalitions and partnerships for MORPC local government members to 

understand, engage and better position themselves for federal funding through 

appropriations, authorizations, bills, grants, and other possible options. 

Housing 

 Promote the development of housing policies that support lifelong communities. 

 Support policies that reduce the number of foreclosed and abandoned homes in Central Ohio 

and create incentives for individuals or business to purchase these properties. 

 Advocate for safe affordable housing and homeownership in Central Ohio through state and 

federal policies and programs. 

Land Use & Planning 

 Advocate for innovative and effective land-use regulations and planning tools as a way to 

promote sustainable growth; conserve environmentally sensitive areas; encourage farmland 

preservation; and reduce energy consumption. 

 

For more information: 

Laura Koprowski, Director of Public & Government Affairs 

lkoprowski@morpc.org 

614.233.4126 



INTRODUCTION TO 2016-2040 COLUMBUS AREA METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN

As the metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for 
the metropolitan Columbus area, the Mid-Ohio Regional 
Planning Commission (MORPC) conducts a continuing, 
cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning 
process. Every 4 years, the results of the process produce 
a Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) that looks at 
least 20 years into the future.

MORPC 2016-2040 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
NOVEMBER 2014

Planning for the 2016-2040 MTP is guided by federal legislation, Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 
(MAP-21). The federal legislation sets a framework for the MTP to:

•	 Reflect a balance between regulations and state 
and local plans

•	 Involve a comprehensive, coordinated, continuous 
planning process

•	 Be performance-driven, outcome-based

•	 Consider all modes of transportation

•	 Address environmental mitigation

•	 Result in a fiscally balanced plan

•	 Meet air quality conformity

•	 Avoid negatively impacting transportation-
disadvantaged populations

•	 Be accomplished through an open and 
transparent public process

As our region continues to grow and funding availability 
becomes more limited, Central Ohio must be prepared 
with innovative transportation solutions to address 
increasing infrastructure needs. The MTP is a long-
range planning document that brings together local 
governments from around Central Ohio and other local, 
state, and federal agencies to identify and coordinate 
transportation goals and policies over the next two 
decades. 

The MTP will identify transportation needs, strategies 
and projects, and provide the basis for how federal 
transportation funding will be spent to improve highways, 
transit, freight, bikeways, and pedestrian facilities. 

The current MTP planning area includes: Franklin and 
Delaware Counties, the City of Pataskala and Etna 
Township in Licking County, and the townships of Violet 
and Bloom in Fairfield County.

“The plan provides the basis for how 
federal transportation funding is spent 
to improve highways, transit, freight, 
bikeways, and pedestrian facilities.”



The milestones below will be presented to the public for review and comment during the development of the MTP.

METRPOLITAN TRANSPORTTION PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

The MTP will be developed around 
a set of goals that give direction to 
making regionally based investments 
in the transportation system.The six 
goals being proposed are listed here. 
Objectives and measurements will 
also be developed to monitor the 
performance of the transportation 
system in achieving these goals.

PROPOSED GOALS OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN

WHAT’S NEXT

November 21, 2014: Comments are due on proposed goals by email to mtp@morpc.org or in writing to MORPC, 111 
Liberty Street, Suite 100, Columbus, OH, 43215, Attn: MTP. 
 
December 2014: Adopt 2016-2040 MTP Goals 
 
For more information or to sign up for updates on the MTP, visit morpc.org/mtp.

MORPC 2016-2040 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
NOVEMBER 2014

Through transportation:



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Thursday, October 9, 2014 

2:17 p.m. 

 

Transportation Policy Committee Members 

Karen Angelou 

Trudy Bartley 

Pat Blayney 

Stacey Boumis 

Randy Bowman 

Susan Brobst 

Marilyn Brown 

Andrew Brush 

Ron Bullard 

Steve Campbell 

Derrick Clay 

Ben Collins 

Mike Compton 

Karl Craven 

William Dorman 

Matt Greeson 

Marsha Grigsby 

Tracy Hatmaker 

Dan Havener 

Tom Homan 

Jenna Jackson 

Erik Janas 

Larry Jenkins 

Anthony Jones 

Steve Kennedy 

Ben Kessler 

Benjamin King 

Bill LaFayette 

Richard Lehmuth 

Mike Maleski 

Rory McGuiness 

Gary Merrell 

Robert Myers 

Ken O’Brien 

Megan O’Callaghan 

Victor Paini 

Vince Papsidero 

David Paul 

Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Bryan Rhoads 

Tory Richardson 

Dean Ringle 

Jim Schimmer 

Elissa Schneider 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

Thom Slack 

Ike Stage 

Dennis Stapleton 

W. Curtis Stitt 

Bill Vance 

Cristina Villacinda-Farr 

Nancy White 

 

Commission Members 

Terry Emery Steve Stolte 

 

Associate Members 

John O’Meara Nikki Scarpitti  

 

Staff 

Bernice Cage 

Kerstin Carr 

Mark Crosten 

Nick Gill 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

Eileen Leuby 

Dina Lopez 

William Murdock 

Christina O’Keeffe 

Nancy Reger 

Shari Saunders 

Thea Walsh 

Garth Weithman 

Kathy Werkmeister 

 

Guests 

Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter Chris Vineis, GPD Group 

  

 

Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Meeting to order at 2:17 p.m. 

 

Transportation Programs Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

o MORPC is working with ODOT’s Office of Transit to be the Central Ohio Designated Recipient of 

FTA’s Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities Program (Section 5310) funds. 

MORPC coordinates the funds for COTA and DATABus. 



Transportation Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2014 

Page 2 

 
o On October 23, 2014 MORPC is hosting one of ODOT’s Regional Stakeholders Forums for the Ohio 

Transit Needs Study. The purpose of the forums is to seek input from transit providers, community 

leaders and the public.  

o MORPC RideSolutions Team Members are working with Mount Carmel Health Systems (MCHS) in 

addressing numerous sustainability efforts. The RideSolutions team is coordinating with multiple 

MORPC teams in creating sustainable solutions for MCHS which includes ridesharing and van 

pooling the MCHS employees at their corporate office. The RideSolutions team is also participating 

in outreach activities celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. 

o Transportation Systems and Funding Team Members are working on two major infrastructure 

processes. Team members are reviewing 33 applications for the attributable funds program and 

reviewing 34 applications for Ohio Public Works Commission district program. MORPC is working 

with other large Ohio MPOs on the scoring process to determine how to divide the state CMAQ 

funds.  

 

 Planning & Environment – Kerstin Carr, Director 

o The Economic Impact of Trails Study is being conducted to better understand the value residents 

and businesses in Central Ohio place on their off-street, multi-use trails. The comprehensive trail 

count for the study is complete.  Automated count equipment was deployed at over 70 locations 

across ten trails that make up the Central Ohio Greenways network.  In addition to the trail count, 

1,100 intercept surveys and 600 online surveys were conducted to learn how people use the 

trails. Next steps of the study include a property value analysis of homes near trails as well as 

interviews of business owners to see how the trails affect where the businesses are located. The 

study ends July 2015. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Andrew Brush made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, second by Mike Compton; motion passed. 

 

Proposed Resolution T-15-14: “ESTABLISHING PRIORITIES FOR CENTRAL OHIO CANDIDATE PROJECTS 

SUBMITTED IN 2014 FOR TRAC FUNDING” – Thea Walsh, Transportation Systems & Funding Director 

Thea Walsh presented MORPC Team Members’ recommended Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) 

Application Prioritization. 

 

Steve Campbell made a motion to approve the Resolution T-15-14, second by Dean Ringle; motion passed. 

 

The Transportation Policy Committee Meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rory McGuiness, Secretary 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctTRAC.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2014OctTRAC.pdf

