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SOUTHEAST AREA GROUP 

MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Thursday, October 16, 2014 

9 - 10:30 AM 

 

Madison Township Community Center 

4575 Madison Lane 

Groveport, OH 43125 

 

Participants: 

 

Michael Ebert, Canal Winchester      Ty Thompson, ODOT 5 

Lucas Haire, Canal Winchester      Thom Slack, ODOT 6 

Andy Volenik, COTA       Scott Tourville, Pickerington 

Rob Platte, Etna Township      Greg Butcher, Violet Township 

Christine Leed, Columbus Planning Division   Dan Havener, Reynoldsburg 

Carla Marable, Franklin County     Adam Voris, EMH&T/Canal Winchester 

Marian Harris, Franklin County resident, MORPC Commission Steve Lindsay, Lindsay Honda 

Susan Brobst, Madison Township 

Eric Sandine, Lithopolis 

Bill Dorman, Bexley 

 

MORPC Staff: 

      

Eileen Leuby 

Nick Gill        Brian Williams 

 

Welcome and Introductions: 

Brian Williams welcomed everyone to the meeting. All participants introduced themselves.  

 

MORPC updates:  

Eileen Leuby invited participants to a free reception at 5:30 p.m. November 5 at The Athletic Club of Columbus 

featuring Peter Calthorpe – for decades, a leading expert on smart growth and sustainable communities – as 

he presents findings from Insight 2015 and discusses how communities can prepare for demographic and 

other changes. A related event from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. November 12 at MORPC is a half-day class taught by 

Yaromir Steiner on “New Perspectives on Retail Real Estate Development Opportunities.” Cost for the second 

event is $40.   

Another event, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Ohio Union, is ED411, an annual half-day economic development 

training summit designed to help elected and appointed officials and business leaders. Participants will learn 

about the impacts of private investment, how companies make investment decisions, and what resources are 

available to help companies grow and prosper. It is sponsored by Mid-Ohio Development Exchange 

(MODE) and Columbus 2020. 

 

Presentations: Brice Road Area Redevelopment Efforts: 

Christine Leed, senior planner for the City of Columbus planning division, outlined the city’s plans for the Brice 

Road and Far East area. The city has engaged a consultant for a real estate market study for the area around 

Brice and Tussing roads. It is to be completed in April.  

 

Dan Havener, Reynoldsburg development director, said Reynoldsburg is doing a $4.8 million upgrade of Brice 

Road north of I-70 to Main Street, including resurfacing, turn-lane improvements, sidewalks and other 

pedestrian and bicycle improvements. It also is planning improvements to Livingston from Brice Road to Rt. 

256. He added that Robertson Truck Sales will move to 2990 Ayers Drive, the former Cantina del Rio 

restaurant location near Brice Road and I-70. 

 

http://columbusregion.com/Columbus-2020/Local-Economic-Development-Partners.aspx
http://columbusregion.com/Columbus-2020/Local-Economic-Development-Partners.aspx
http://columbusregion.com/
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Andy Volenik of the Central Ohio Transit Authority, outlined several bus improvements affecting the Brice Road 

corridor. A proposed new COTA Route 25, scheduled to start in May 2016, will run from Reynoldsburg to 

Easton, by way of Mt Carmel and Gahanna. He said a new ADA pad is being added to the Reynoldsburg Park & 

Ride.  

 

Steve Lindsay of Lindsay Honda said bottlenecks at the Brice/I-70 interchange are a hindrance to development 

there, but he expects some retail resurgence on Brice Road. He said customers at his relocated dealership, at 

the former Scarborough Mall site, will drive to the location – opening the door to other retail nearby. Other 

retailers and car dealers already are coming to the area. He added that cities should use code enforcement to 

make sure out-of-state property owners maintain their vacant sites. 

 

Tom Slack of ODOT District 6 said the East Freeway Study will seek ways to eliminate lane-weaving between 

the Brice/I-70 and I-7-/I-270 interchanges. He added that ODOT is seeking letters from area jurisdictions to 

support the project in the TRAC review process. 

 

Project Updates: 

Franklin County: 

 New signal and turn lane at Shannon and Ebright. 

 They will realign the intersection at Winchester Pike and Bixby-Brice and add a signal and turn lanes. 

Stage 3 desogn completed, and right of way acquisition will start soon. 

 

Etna Township: 

 Taylor Road/Palmer Road improvements are on schedule for construction in 2015. The project will 

include road widening, installation of a new traffic signal, and sidewalks in front of the school.  

 

Canal Winchester: 

 Construction moving along on the Gender Road/Lithopolis Road roundabout.  

 Gender Road/Groveport capacity planning under way. Bike path extension proposed to the Metro 

Park.  

 They have received a proposal for a 154-bed assisted living facility on Gender Road.  

 

ODOT District 6: 

 The South Outerbelt will have four lanes over the Scioto by the end of the year. 

 Resurfacing on Rt. 104 and Hamilton Road. 

 Alum Creek Road/I-270 ramps will be reconfigures. 

 Intersection improvements at Bixby Road and US 33 are scheduled for 2015. 

 U.S. 33 will be resurfaced south of I-270. Lanes will be added to 33 between Hamilton and I-270. 

 The Bixby Road overpass is on TRAC Tier III and is on hold. 

 

ODOT District 5: 

 The Carroll Road/US 33 interchange contract will be awarded in December for construction in 2015. 

 The 310/I-70 interchange upgrade is in the acquisition phase for Spring 2016 construction. 

 

Pickerington: 

 The new Ohio Health facility on the north side of Refugee Road at 256 will open in June. The city plans 

improvements to Refugee, including access-control, bike paths, and sidewalks. 

 Resurfacing and improvements on 256 will begin in April. Pickerington plans to coordinate with 

neighboring jurisdictions to ensure coordination of detours on road work in various communities. 

 

Violet Township: 

 Has a multi-jurisdiction agreement with Pickerington on sewer work. 

 New, mile-long sidewalk will be constructed in accordance with Safe Routes to School. 

 Architect has been selected for the new, $3.5 million replacement of the Old Town Pickerington fire 

station. 
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COTA: 

 Andy Volenik distributed maps of the draft results of COTA’s Transit System Review (TSR). A result of 

the TSR is that various Reynoldsburg express bus routes will be consolidated into a single Route 47, 

with rush-hour service every 15 minutes.  

 

MORPC Transportation: 

 The SFY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) development process is about to get 

started. MORPC will reach out to communities to review their CIP’s and include local projects.  

 Likewise, MORPC will reach out for local input, plans, and vision documents for the Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan that identifies projects over the next 20+ years. 

 

Other Items: 

 Southeast Area Group meetings for 2016 are set for April 16 and October 15. Host communities have 

not been selected yet. 

 Brian asked participants if they found it valuable to have Steve Lindsay represent the private sector 

perspective on multi-jurisdictional public-sector investment projects along Brice Road. There was a 

consensus that private-sector guests would be a good addition to some discussions at future 

meetings. 

 

 


