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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure ODOT TRAC Funding for Regional 
Projects

MORPC is reviewing and prioritizing four Central Ohio 
transportation projects for the current TRAC application cycle. 
MORPC will take member and public input on these projects 
through Sept. 24. Project information is available at www.
morpc.org.

Arrive at Solution for Uniform Municipal 
Income Tax Issue

Leadership in the Senate has made it clear that House Bill 
5, in some form, will be passed by that legislative chamber. 
MORPC maintains its opposition to HB 5. MORPC is now working 
with legislators and other municipal advocates to arrive at a 
compromise. The bill received two hearings in the Senate prior 
to the General Assembly breaking for the summer and early fall.

Establish MORPC as Top MPO Resource 
for Ohio Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

The Transportation Reauthorization Bill, MAP-21, expires 
October 1, and MORPC is working with our Congressional 
delegation on the next version of the legislation which will likely 
be taken up next year by Congress, at the earliest.

Ensuring the Federal Highway Trust Fund 
issue is resolved by Aug. 1, 2014

Congress cleared an $11 billion, 10-month Highway Trust Fund 
patch less than three hours before the calendar flipped to Aug. 
1, the day DOT was set to start cutting highway reimbursements 
to states. MORPC provided regular input to our region’s 
Congressional delegation about the different proposals to fix 
the Highway Trust Fund problem in an attempt to achieve a 
long-term, stable solution. MORPC is also signing onto a joint 
letter with our community and business leaders thanking our 
Congressional members for the short-term fix which will last 
through May 2015 but urging Congress to act on a long-term 
solution. 

Advocate for Ohio’s Renewable Energy and 
Efficiency Standards

Senate Bill 310, signed by Governor Kasich on June 13, 2014, 
called for the creation of the Energy Mandates Study Committee. 
MORPC is working with House and Senate leadership to identify 
candidates for the committee.
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MORPC Sponsors Ohio Association of Regional Councils (OARC) 2014 Candidates Forum
MORPC partnered with OARC on planning the 2014 Candidates’ Forum which was held on Friday, August 22 at the 
Columbus Hilton Easton. This event brought together over 200 community and business leaders from across the 
state to hear Lt. Governor Mary Taylor and Lt. Gubernatorial Candidate Sharen Neuhardt share their platforms on 
transportation, infrastructure, job creation and economic development.

The event also featured luncheon panel discussion with Teresa Lynch, Owner/Principal of Mass Economics; Beth 
Osborne, Vice President of Transportation for America; Judge Gary Moore, President of the National Association of 
Regional Councils; and Simon Kennedy, Associate Partner of McKinsey & Company. These national experts urged 
local, state and federal government policymakers to think differently about transportation infrastructure and find 
responsible and reliable ways to take care of the country’s existing roads and bridges. This event gave MORPC the 
opportunity to work closely with both campaigns and other statewide organizations.

US DOT Announces 2014 TIGER Recipients
US DOT Secretary Anthony Foxx announced $600 million for 72 transportation projects in 46 states and the District of 
Columbia for this year’s Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. 797 applications 
were submitted, requesting $9 billion or 15 times the allocated amount. DOT awarded $142 million to rural areas and 
$32.65 million to planning projects. Ohio only received $400,000 for the planning phase Cleveland’s East 105th/East 
93rd Transportation Corridor Plan. Unfortunately, no funding was awarded to the I-270/US 33 Interchange Project 
submitted by the City of Dublin in partnership with MORPC, Union County, Columbus Partnership, Columbus2020 
and Columbus Chamber. This project is still slated to begin construction in February 2015 thanks to strong regional 
collaboration and state funding.

General Assembly Summer Break
Ohio’s General Assembly continues its summer break, with most Senators and Representatives back in their districts 
meeting with constituents and planning for the upcoming November elections. Legislative activities, with limited 
exception, will remain on hold for the most part until the Assembly reconvenes later in September, October, or even 
after the November 4 election.

Federal Judge Orders Expanded Early Voting Schedule
On September 4, U.S. District Court Judge Peter Economus struck down legislation that eliminated the overlap 
period between the end of voter registration and the beginning of early voting, as well as a directive from Secretary 
of State Jon Husted that set uniform early voting hours for all counties. The judge issued a preliminary injunction 
that ordered Husted to issue a new directive allowing for absentee voting, including in-person voting, beginning on 
Sept. 30, evening voting hours between Monday, Oct. 20 and Friday Oct. 24, as well as Monday, Oct. 27 and Friday, 
Oct. 31, and early-in person voting on Sunday, Oct. 26.

Important Election Dates for the Remainder of 2014

»» Sept. 30 – Absentee/Early Voting Begins

»» Oct. 6 – Deadline for voter registration for Nov. 4 general election 

»» Nov. 4 – General election day

TOP NEWS IN OHIO
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STATE GOVERNMENT UPDATE

Economic Development
The Ohio Development Services Agency awarded 32 communities grants to assist with public facility, street, bridge 
and neighborhood improvements as part of the Critical Infrastructure, Downtown Revitalization and Neighborhood 
Revitalization programs. The grants total more than $9 million and will generate more than $15.5 million in additional 
project funds.

The Critical Infrastructure, Downtown Revitalization and Neighborhood Revitalization programs are competitive 
grants within the Community Development Block Grant program. Projects funded through these programs improve 
public facilities and infrastructure as well as rehabilitate buildings in a community’s Central Business District.

State Government
In the not-so distant future, Ohio’s cities and farm fields could see “flying robots” surveying everything from public 
infrastructure and environmental impacts to police and prison operations, crop conditions and deer populations, to 
name several possible uses of drones or “unmanned aerial systems” (UAS). The state’s bid to become an epicenter of 
UAS research, development and deployment goes far beyond the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction’s 
(DRC) proposed pilot project on inmate surveillance, which has been in the news recently.

State + National Unemployment 
Ohio’s unemployment rate rose from 5.5 percent in June to 5.7 percent in July as the state lost 12,400 jobs over the 
month, according to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. A follow up report from the federal Bureau of 
Labor Statistics showed Ohio shedding the most jobs of any state in July.

HB605 ILLEGAL ALIEN HOUSING AGREEMENTS (ADAMS J, RETHERFORD W) To prohibit state agencies from 
entering into an agreement with the federal government to provide temporary housing for aliens who 
are not legally present in the United States.
Current Status: 8/5/2014 - Introduced
State Bill Page: http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_HB_605

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB605 (Illegal Alien Housing Agreements)
Representative John Adams and Wes Retherford co-sponsored HB605 on August 5. The bill seeks to prohibit state 
agencies from entering into an agreement with the federal government to provide temporary housing for aliens who 
are not legally present in the United States and to make political subdivisions or persons ineligible to receive state 
funds if they enter into an agreement with the federal government to provide such housing for those aliens.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED
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The U.S. economy added 142,000 jobs in August, the smallest amount in eight months, but the federal unemployment 
rate dropped from 6.2 percent to 6.1 percent, according to numbers released by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS).

Transportation
On August 18, the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission appointed Robin Carlin, the commission’s deputy 
executive director, as the new interim director to fill in for the outgoing Rick Hodges.
 
Later that week, a state plan providing $120 million to local governments to make bridges safer for the motoring 
public was expanded to include additional local bridges, according to the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT). 
Ohio’s Local Bridge Partnership Program is adding 10 additional bridges to the program, which is already fixing or 
replacing 220 bridges in local communities throughout Ohio, ODOT said in a release.

Workers’ Compensation
In late August, the Kasich administration announced more than $126 million in refunds to local governments as 
part of the latest “Billion Back” from the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation (BWC), a proposal still needing full 
approval by the bureau’s Board of Directors. Cuyahoga County leads the state with 141 public employers and nearly 
$19 million in proposed insurance rebates, followed by Franklin County with 90 jurisdictions and $16.4 million in 
rebates and Hamilton County with 94 jurisdictions and $6.7 million.

That same week, the BWC Board of Directors approved a package of 14 rules in preparation for the bureau’s scheduled 
switch to prospective billing next year, a pay-as-you-go approach that will net employers another $1.2 billion as part 
of Gov. John Kasich’s extended “Billion Back” initiative. The rules propose criteria for the bureau’s “group experience” 
and “group retrospective” rating programs, among other topics.
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