
 
 

SOUTHWEST AREA GROUP 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Thursday, January 29, 2015 

9 - 10:30 AM 
 

Prairie Township 
23 Maple Drive 

Columbus, Ohio 43228 
 
 

Participants: 
 
James Gant, Prairie Township    Anthony Turowski, ODOT 6 
Tracy Hatmaker, Prairie Township    Kim Conrad, City of Grove City   
Ted Beidler, Franklin County Engineer   Doug Roberts, City of Columbus    
Stacey Boumis, Village of Obetz    Kevin Kasnyik, Metro Parks  
Johnathan Lee, Franklin County EDP   Alex Beim, COTA       
Jenny Snapp, Franklin County EDP     
  
MORPC Staff: 
 
William Murdock     Thea Walsh      
Kerstin Carr     Nick Gill 
Claire Jennings     Marion Dean 
       
Welcome and Introductions: 
William Murdock welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming. All participants introduced 
themselves.  
 
Overview: 
Claire Jennings gave a brief history on MORPC’s Regional Collaboration Groups. The first group was the 
Delaware-Franklin Staff Summit, which was formed when Polaris was being developed due to the need to plan 
for and coordinate on traffic management and infrastructure planning. The group has continued to meet for 
many years, with the focus expanded to include development and environmental projects and issues. Licking 
and Union Counties and some of their jurisdictions became involved over time. The group was split into two 
groups – the Northwest and Northeast Area Groups - to ensure that meetings are focused and topics are 
relevant to all participants.   
 
A few years ago, the Southeast Area Group was formed to foster collaboration and information-sharing in the 
area surrounding I-70 and US-33 in the Licking, Fairfield, and Franklin County area. The area is expecting a lot 
of growth and has some congestion concerns. 
 
The Southwest Area Group was formed to provide a venue for regional collaboration in that section of Central 
Ohio.   
 
Presentation: Prairie Township Recreation Department: 
James Gant, Prairie Township, gave a presentation about its newly formed Recreation Department. The 
Township is also in the process of building a new Prairie Township Community Center on West Broad Street. It 
is scheduled to open later this year. Membership rates will be reasonable for non-township residents. He also 
discussed the Galloway Rd. Sports Complex, and the making a connection to the Hellbranch Trail, which would 
connect the township to the Ohio to Erie Trail. 
 
Project Updates: 
Grove City: 
The City will have a new Southwest Public Library; the groundbreaking will be this year. They are looking to 
revitalize the town center by getting a new city hall, new businesses, etc. Road projects are being completed 



 
 

such as the construction of a roundabout near the YMCA. New recreations projects include development of dog 
parks and the construction of an all-accessible field for special needs children. Grove City acquired a 175-year 
old house and they are renovating it to possibly be opened as a historic museum.  
 
Franklin County Engineer: 
There has been a culvert replaced at Hoover Road., a new culvert at Borror Road. and roundabouts installed at 
Alkire Road & Demorest Road, as well as at Alkire Road near Darby Creek. 
 
City of Columbus: 
Bike lanes have been installed at West Broad Street. Road widening is occurring at Georgesville Road and Holt 
Road. The City is working on designs for Hague Road., Sullivant Avenue and Broad Street, and traffic signal 
improvements at Hague Road, Sullivant Avenue and Broad Street. The City is putting new sidewalks on Mound 
Street between Wayne and Binns Roads, and on Eakin Road from Salisbury Road and Hague Road.  They are 
also working on a new alignment for the Camp Chase Trail to connect with Franklin Township. They are in the 
early stages of the Wilson Road project. Hilliard-Rome Road at Feder Road is complete.   
 
Obetz: 
Vance Outdoors has opened on Alum Creek Dr.  Obetz donated 34 acres of land and they have built an archery 
area, and there is a pit that they are hoping to use for fishing and small kayaking. They might build a trail to 
connect to the Three Creeks trails. The improvements being made to the Alum Creek and 270 intersection are 
expected to be completed this year. The Columbus Crew have decided to expand their practice facility within 
Obetz rather than buiding a new facility elsewhere. The Village is working with COTA to get busing issues solved 
for the distribution center workers.  
 
Metro Parks: 
Work has been started on the Camp Chase Trial. Metro Parks is working on a new park along the Scioto River 
in Grove City which would be called “Scioto Grove”.  The park will include river access, dog park, shelters, 
facilities use, etc. They are putting together public meetings to drive ideas for the park. 

 
Prairie Township: 
Prairie Township is working on greater development in the Lincoln Park area and on a complete streets project 
with ODOT. They will be looking at zoning codes to lay a foundation for higher density, especially at West Broad 
Street and I-270, as this could be an important node to the region as it grows. The Township is very 
enthusiastic about the Big Darby Accord. The Franklin County Sherriff is going to build a new substation in the 
township.   

 
COTA: 
COTA is updating its short range transit plan, and will be conducting public meetings for outreach and the 
Transit System Review (TSR) was recently completed. COTA will begin looking at its long range plan, the 
NextGeneration Plan.  
 
Franklin County: 
Franklin County is working with the City of Columbus and Local Matters on a local food plan.  They have a 
discussion paper out about the Big Darby Accord. Franklin County recently unveiled Smart Works, an 
infrastructure loan bank which will offer loans up to 100K for jurisdictions to build infrastructure projects. The 
county’s online permit center is up and running.  
 
MORPC: 

• Thea Walsh 
o MORPC is going to update the 2007 Rickenbacker Area Study.  
o The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) has a new member from Grove City, Cindi 

Fitzpatrick.   
o The Mayor’s Jet Taskforce is waiting on the final report.  
o Early work is continuing for the rail route for the Columbus to Chicago Rail. The group of 

stakeholders are building alliances and setting up a task force. 
• William Murdock 

http://www.cota.com/Company/Community-Projects/Transit-Plans.aspx
http://www.cota.com/Company/Community-Projects/Transit-System-Review.aspx
http://www.cota.com/nextgeneration.aspx
http://www.franklincountyohio.gov/smartworks/


 
 

o The State of the Region is open for registration and will be held April 2, 2015 at the Hilton 
Columbus Downtown 

• Nick Gill 
o The first draft of the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) will be out around February, and 

we are currently gathering Capital Improvement Plans from communities.  
o The next round of the MTP has begun. MORPC will be asking for updates to community’s long 

range plans soon.  
• Kerstin Carr 

o The Economic Impact of Trails Study is continuing, and is due to be completed this summer.  
o Insight2050’s first phase is complete and the second phase is beginning. The final report is 

complete and it shows four ways that Central Ohio can grow between now and 2050 and how 
we can accommodate that growth.  

 
Future Meetings: 
Will be taking volunteers to have the next meeting and for anyone to do a presentation at that meeting, if 
anyone has any questions or comments, please let Claire know and she will add it to the agenda. The next 
meeting will take place on June 30, 2015. 
 

http://morpc.org/about-morpc/calendar/featured-calendar/state-of-the-region-2015/index
http://morpc.org/transportation/transportation-improvement-program/index
http://morpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/2016-2040-plan/index
http://morpc.org/Sustainability/greenways-water-quality/economic-impact-of-trails-study/index
http://getinsight2050.org/

