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1. Introductions. Chair Rob Riley called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. Members/guests
introduced themselves.

2. Approval of the December 3, 2014 Minutes. Greg Butcher moved and Joe Stefanov

seconded the approval of the December 3, 2014 minutes. The motion carried.

3. Overview of Principles and Procedures Update Process. Nick Gill said that this is the

beginning of the review process for the principles and procedures. His PowerPoint
presentation, which covers the relationship of the principles and procedures to the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), the principles and procedures and evaluation
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criteria, is available at: http://morpc.org/transportation/funding-grants/morpc-attributable-
funding/index.

Brainstorm Thoughts on Process and Changes for Next Round. Gill explained that this portion
of the meeting was to let us know what people liked or did not like and what they thought
worked well or did not work well from the process for the last round of projects. Bill Ferrignho
asked if there were any notes from the last round of things that did not work. Gill said that
the on-line application form and process need to be easier and smoother. Ted Beidler noted
that we set up percents of funds we wanted to allot to each category, but we came up short
last year for system preservation category. Ira Weiss felt that we needed the flexibility so if
there are not quality applications in one category we can move funds to other categories. Gill
said that for the last round it was decided to not reach the minimum on system preservation
because of the quality of projects proposed. They are listed as targets - not absolutes. The
AFC recommended that we not meet the system preservation target last round. However, if
there is still a goal we should try to hit that range.

Riley said that two years ago there was a significant subcommittee effort to work through
some issues. He thought that the committee should just need to do some tweaking this
round. We need to make sure that targets are appropriate. Gill felt that the thing the
committee needed to look at most was the criteria as they relate to the new objectives of the
MTP. There was a question about having a subcommittee to specifically help staff on the
scoring process. Gill said that there was discussion about assistance with the economic goal
scoring. It was considered that there may be other experts that we should involve from the
chamber to help with that aspect. We did not investigate that last round, but Gill felt that
most feedback from the staff scoring results was good.

Riley asked if the on-line GIS tool for reviewing and submitting projects for the MTP would be
ready by July 1st. Gill said that we hope to have it ready by the next TAC meeting. He said we
would begin evaluating projects for the MTP this summer.

Ferrigno asked that the principles and procedures be mailed to committee members before
the next AFC meeting. Gill said they would be. Gill added that we are also thinking about
combining the principles and procedures into one document.

Riley thought that the on-line application worked well. Gill said that one big issue the
committee needs to discuss is toll credit. He explained that most projects are funded 80
percent federal-20 percent non-federal match. Toll credit allows projects to be funded up to
100 percent with federal funds. ODOT has indicated that toll credit is now available again,
guaranteed through 2020, and we have made funding commitments through 2021. We need
to work toll credits back into our principles and procedures. We need to find out if it is a way
to provide incentive to ensure projects are delivered on time or more quickly. We tried the PE
incentive in the last round, and only one project took advantage of that. Tony Turowski
indicated that ODOT will reach out to MORPC to try to give guidance on the best way to use
this tool to deliver the program. Some discussion ensued.

Update on Statewide CMAQ Program. Gill explained that the Statewide CMAQ Program
Committee met in March and will meet again in two weeks. The committee discussed
delivery of FY 2015 projects. We should be good to deliver a pretty healthy program with a
minimum of CMAQ carryover statewide. The process last time made commitments through
2020 of all the CMAQ funding for the eight large MPO CMAQ pool. The committee decided to
move forward with a process to select projects to use the funding through 2021. After that
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the CMAQ program will move to a biennial process that will be done every two years. As it
relates to the process at MORPC, we made the decision that was in our principles the last
time of continuing to do our solicitation every two years as we have in the past, and CMAQ
eligible projects will go to the statewide CMAQ committee. We will not do a new solicitation
this round because we have made funding commitments through 2021 with the anticipation
of receiving CMAQ funding from the statewide process. Staff will resubmit those projects this
time that did not receive all the CMAQ funding we wanted last round.

Riley asked Gill to explain the CMAQ program. Gill replied that CMAQ stands for Congestion
Mitigation Air Quality funds. It is a program of MAP-21, providing funding to areas that are in
non-attainment of air quality standards. Projects must demonstrate that they are improving
air quality. Although it was for non-attainment areas, it was extended to any area that had
been in non-attainment and is now a "maintenance" area. Capacity-adding projects (addition
of thru travel lanes) are not eligible. In Central Ohio our traditional use of CMAQ funds has
been for signalization projects and minor widenings (turn lanes of less than a mile). CMAQ
funds may be used for bike or pedestrian projects; however, we typically use transportation
alternative program (TAP) or STP funds.

6. Timeline and Next Steps. Gill proposed that the next meeting not be until September (9/2)
instead of July. There was agreement that waiting until September was acceptable. In the
meantime members should email Gill or Nathaniel Vogt with any principles and procedures
comments. Beidler asked if they would be able to log onto the site and see everyone's
comments. Gill said we did that in the past, and he will investigate doing it again and report
back at the next meeting. Riley suggested that AFC members who are not TAC members and
wish to learn more about the MTP process should attend the TAC meetings and the next TAC
meeting is June 3rd at 9 a.m.

7. Other Business. Riley adjourned the meeting at 11:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Thea Walsh
Secretary



