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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure Federal Funding for 
Regional Projects

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced that $500 million will be 
made available for transportation projects this year under a seventh round of the 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive 
grant program. Three projects that would improve transportation infrastructure 
in Central Ohio were submitted: 

1. Rickenbacker Intermodal Facility Expansion Project – Columbus Regional 
Airport Authority in Partnership with Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
(MORPC provided a letter of support)

2. Rural Ohio Service Efficiency through Transit Technology Advancements 
(ROSETTA) – Ohio Department of Transportation

3. Marion Intermodal 3-OH-9 Project – Ohio Department of Transportation

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation 
on Transportation Issues

With federal transportation funding authorization expiring May 31st, Congress 
passed legislation extending the funding through July. It is likely another short-
term extension will provide funding through the end of the year, with hopes for 
a long-term federal transportation funding bill after that.

Promote Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation, as 
Well as Renewable and 
Alternative Energy

MORPC continues to monitor the Energy Mandates Study Committee that 
came out of SB310. The study committee last met on June 1. Future additional 
meetings have yet to be scheduled. MORPC is regularly meeting with legislators 
assigned to the committee and their staff in order to discuss our interests in 
the work of the committee.  

MORPC supports HB72 (Energy Improvement Districts) that authorizes port 
authorities to create energy special improvement districts (eSIDs) and increases 
the overall flexibility of how the districts can be organized and operate. MORPC 
testified in the House Public Utilities committee in favor of the legislation after 
staff members met with the bill’s sponsor (Rep. Conditt).

MORPC will be supporting HB176, a bill that will facilitate governments and 
other entities with converting their fleets to alternative fuels.

Explore Possibility of 
Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government 
License Plate Fees for 
Funding Infrastructure

Along with statewide associations representing local governments, MORPC has 
tried to insert provisions increasing the cap on license fees in the transportation 
budget (HB53) and the operating budget (Sub.HB64). A task force of MORPC 
members along with the Columbus Chamber and COTA was formed to provide 
more focus on this issue.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.gov/tiger
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
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Senate Budget Hearings Continue
Deliberation on HB64, the proposed FY16-17 state budget, moved back to the full Senate Finance Committee on 
Tuesday, May 26, with reports from each of the committee’s five subcommittees plus the Senate Medicaid and Senate 
Ways and Means committees, which heard those related portions of the budget.

According to Senator Scott Oelslager (R-Canton), no more hearings are expected in the full finance committee until 
the release of the Senate’s substitute bill, with highlights released on Monday, June 8, with the full bill released June 
9. He also said that, while the Senate is using FY15 as its baseline for budget decisions, amendments will actually 
be geared to the House version of the budget. The bill is expected to propose:

 » A 6.3% income tax cut
 » Elimination of taxes on the first $250,000 of net income for small businesses, and establishes a 3% flat tax 

rate on income above that amount
 » Elimination of a proposed state tax on Social Security benefits
 » Restoration of funding for Medicaid coverage of pregnant women up to 200% of poverty level as well as 

coverage for breast and cervical cancer screenings for women on Medicaid
 » Police training programs and increased training hours, in response to recommendations made by the Police-

Community Relations Task Force and the Ohio Attorney General
 » Revolving loan programs to help businesses affected by lakes in economic distress (such as Buckeye Lake)
 » Local government support fund specifically targeted to townships
 » A 2-year freeze of college tuition for two- and four-year institutions
 » Redirect of funding from the Local Government Fund (LGF) municipal distribution that provides supplemental 

LGF payments to cities and villages levying an income tax

Public testimony will be taken on the substitute bill Tuesday-Friday, June 9-12. A floor vote is targeted for Wednesday, 
June 17.

MORPC supports Section.610.20 from the Operation Budget which creates a Service Station Cleanup Fund. We believe 
this program will provide critical dollars to create shovel-ready redevelopment sites by cleaning up archaic gas 
stations in the region. However in order to make the program more effective we submitted interested party testimony 
to the Senate Finance Workforce Subcommittee. The testimony offered several proposed efficiencies that will help 
maximize dollars and enhance the program’s outcome, while retaining the original purpose of the program.

MORPC Legislative Testimony and Letters of Support (View a copy)

June 3 - SB146 Distracted Driving Enhanced Penalty (Hughes, Seitz): To establish an enhanced penalty for committing 
a moving violation while distracted. MORPC submitted proponent testimony. 

June 2 - HB 64 Operating Budget (Smith, R): Ohio Developmental Services Agency Budget and the proposed Service 
Station Clean-Up Fund. MORPC submitted interested party testimony

June 10 - HB130 Public Records-Data Board (Hagan, Duffey): MORPC provided interested party testimony. MORPC’s 
Data Task Force Co-Chair Jung Kim also provided interested party testimony.

June 8 - HB176 Gas-Fuel Conversion Program (Hall, O’Brien): MORPC submitted proponent testimony.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://morpc.org/government-affairs/regional-policy-roundtable/index
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HB190 (Wind Farm Setbacks-County)
On May 6, Representatives Tony Burkley and Tim Brown co-sponsored HB190.  The legislation would permit counties 
to adopt resolutions establishing an alternative setback for wind farms and to extend by five years the deadlines for 
obtaining the qualified energy project tax exemption.

HB203 (Startup Ohio Initiative)
Representative Michael Stinziano introduced HB203 on May 12, seeking to establish the Startup Ohio initiative in 
which universities and partnering business may collaborate in tax-free areas near campuses in this state to create 
jobs, attract entrepreneurs, and spur academic enrichment and to direct the Director of Budget and Management 
to transfer $100 million to the Ohio Venture Capital Program Fund.

HB222 (Public Transit Employee-Assault)
On May 20, Representatives Denise Driehaus and Rick Perales co-sponsored HB222, legislation to increase the penalty 
for assault when the victim is an employee of an Ohio transit system whom the offender knows or has reasonable 
cause to know is such an employee engaged in the performance of the victim’s duties; to permit the court to impose 
a fine of up to $5000 and a six-month or lifetime prohibition from riding an Ohio transit system for assault committed 
in such specified circumstances; to authorize Ohio transit systems to post a warning sign indicating that abuse or 
assault of staff will not be tolerated and might result in a felony conviction; and to increase the penalty for evading 
payment of the known fares of a public transportation system.

HB232 (Seller-Use Tax Collection)
Representatives Cheryl Grossman and Gary Scherer co-sponsored HB232 on May 27. The bill seeks to prescribe new 
criteria for determining whether sellers are presumed to have substantial nexus with Ohio and therefore required 
to register to collect use tax, to allow sellers presumed to have substantial nexus to rebut that presumption, and 
to require a person, before the person enters into a sale of goods contract with the state, to register, along with the 
person’s affiliates, to collect use tax.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

State + National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), Ohio’s unemployment rate was 5.2 percent 
in April, up from 5.1 percent in March.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Employers added 223,000 jobs in April after a slower March, 
and the national unemployment rate dropped to 5.4 percent.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-203
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-222
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-232
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 4/29/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0; 4/29/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M, DEVER J) To require the Treasurer of State to 
establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 4/22/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
Recent Status: 4/15/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0; 4/15/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46

HB47 REFRESHMENT AREAS-OPEN CONTAINER EXEMPTION (BLESSING III L, DRIEHAUS D) To allow municipal 
corporations and townships with a population of more than 25,000 to create outdoor refreshment areas, 
to exempt persons within such an area from the open container law, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 4/30/2015 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 4/30/2015
Recent Status: 4/29/2015 - Sent to Governor for Signature; 4/29/2015 - Consideration of Senate 
Amendments; House Does Concur with Senate Amendments, Vote 87-8, Emergency Clause 89-6
State Bill Page: 

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

HB233 (Redevelopment Districts)
On May 27, Representative Kirk Schuring introduced HB233, legislation to authorize municipal corporations to create 
downtown redevelopment districts and innovation districts for the purposes of promoting the rehabilitation of historic 
buildings, creating jobs, encouraging economic development in commercial and mixed-use areas, and supporting 
grants and loans to technology-oriented and other businesses.

HB237 (Transportation Network Companies)
Representatives Mike Duffey and Bob Hackett introduced HB237 on June 1. The legislation deals with the regulation 
of entities such as Uber and Lyft, which use a digital network to connect transportation riders with company drivers. 
It has been assigned to the House Government and Accountability Oversight Committee.

SB164 (Utility Smart Meter Consent)
Senator Kris Jordan introduced SB164 on May 13, seeking to enact section 4928.661 of the Revised Code to require 
electric distribution utilities to obtain a customer’s consent prior to installing a smart meter on the customer’s property.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-164
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HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 
2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state 
programs.
Current Status: 6/12/2015 - Senate Finance, (Eighth Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/11/2015 - Senate Finance, (Seventh Hearing); 6/10/2015 - Senate Finance, (Sixth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64

HB72 ENERGY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (CONDITT M) To authorize port authorities to create energy 
special improvement districts for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy 
improvement projects and to alter the law governing such districts that are governed by a nonprofit 
corporation.
Current Status: 5/6/2015 - BILL AMENDED, House Public Utilities, (Fourth Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/18/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Third Hearing); 3/11/2015 - House Public Utilities, 
(Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72

HB82 RIGHT-OF-WAY PENALTIES INCREASE (BEAGLE B) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the 
right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located 
within a school zone.
Current Status: 5/13/2015 - House State Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 4/29/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing); 3/18/2015 - House State 
Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82

HB107 SPEED-LIMIT REDUCTION REQUEST (STINZIANO M, RETHERFORD W) To permit a person or neighborhood 
association or organization to request the Director of Transportation to reduce the speed limit on the street 
or highway of the person’s residence or a street or highway located within the area of representation of 
the association or organization if the street or highway has a speed limit of not more than 35 miles per 
hour, and to permit a person or neighborhood association or organization to request the Director or a 
local authority to erect a stop sign at an intersection where currently no stop sign is present.
Current Status: 5/19/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status:5/12/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Second Hearing); 4/21/2015 - House 
Transportation and Infrastructure, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-107

HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (HAGAN C, DUFFEY M) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify 
requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding 
a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.
Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an 
appropriation.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - House State Government, (Fourth Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/27/2015 - House State Government, (Third Hearing); 5/20/2015 - House State Government, 
(Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-107
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130
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HB150 HOTEL SALES-USE TAX (GROSSMAN C, SCHERER G) To require hotel intermediaries to collect and remit 
applicable sales and use tax on the full amount paid for hotel lodging, to require hotel intermediaries 
to supply customers with itemized invoices, to specify that a hotel intermediary is presumed to have 
“substantial nexus” with Ohio if the intermediary arranges lodging at Ohio hotels, and to specify that 
hotels are not liable for the failure of a hotel intermediary to properly collect or remit applicable taxes.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing); 4/21/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-150

HB154 BICYCLE PASSING DISTANCE-MALFUNCTIONING TRAFFIC LIGHTS (HENNE M, SHEEHY M) To provide 
that when a motor vehicle passes a bicycle the safe passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter 
the protocol for proceeding into an intersection that has malfunctioning traffic lights.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (First Hearing); 
4/21/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-154

HB159 REAR LICENSE PLATE (JOHNSON T, PATMON B) To require that motor vehicles carry only one license 
plate to be displayed on the rear of the vehicle, and to amend the version of section of the Revised Code 
that is scheduled to take effect January 1, 2017, to continue the provisions of this act on and after that 
effective date.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Second Hearing); 5/12/2015 - 
House Transportation and Infrastructure, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-159

HB176 GAS-FUEL CONVERSION PROGRAM (HALL D, O’BRIEN S) To create the Gaseous Fuel Vehicle Conversion 
Program, to allow a credit against the income or commercial activity tax for the purchase or conversion of 
an alternative fuel vehicle, to reduce the amount of sales tax due on the purchase or lease of a qualifying 
electric vehicle by up to $500, to apply the motor fuel tax to the distribution or sale of compressed natural 
gas, to authorize a temporary, partial motor fuel tax exemption for sales of compressed natural gas 
used as motor fuel, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/2/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Ways and Means, (First Hearing); 
5/5/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176

HB180 RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (MAAG R) To prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing); 5/12/2015 - House Commerce 
and Labor, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-150
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-154
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-159
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180
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HB182 JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To revise the law governing the creation 
and operation of joint economic development districts (JEDDs) and enterprise zones.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/20/2015 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Second Hearing); 5/13/2015 
- House Economic and Workforce Development, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-182

HB190 WIND FARM SETBACKS-COUNTY (BURKLEY T, BROWN T) To permit counties to adopt resolutions 
establishing an alternative setback for wind farms and to extend by five years the deadlines for obtaining 
the qualified energy project tax exemption.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities; 5/6/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190

HB203 STARTUP OHIO INITIATIVE (STINZIANO M) To establish the Startup Ohio initiative in which universities and 
partnering business may collaborate in tax-free areas near campuses in this state to create jobs, attract 
entrepreneurs, and spur academic enrichment and to direct the Director of Budget and Management 
to transfer $100 million to the Ohio Venture Capital Program Fund.
Current Status: 5/19/2015 - Referred to Committee House Economic and Workforce Development
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-203

HB222 PUBLIC TRANSIT EMPLOYEE-ASSAULT (DRIEHAUS D, PERALES R) To increase the penalty for assault 
when the victim is an employee of an Ohio transit system whom the offender knows or has reasonable 
cause to know is such an employee engaged in the performance of the victim’s duties; to permit the 
court to impose a fine of up to $5000 and a six-month or lifetime prohibition from riding an Ohio transit 
system for assault committed in such specified circumstances; to authorize Ohio transit systems to 
post a warning sign indicating that abuse or assault of staff will not be tolerated and might result in 
a felony conviction; and to increase the penalty for evading payment of the known fares of a public 
transportation system.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/26/2015 - Referred to Committee House Judiciary; 5/20/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-222

HB232 SELLER-USE TAX COLLECTION (GROSSMAN C, SCHERER G) To prescribe new criteria for determining 
whether sellers are presumed to have substantial nexus with Ohio and therefore required to register 
to collect use tax, to allow sellers presumed to have substantial nexus to rebut that presumption, and 
to require a person, before the person enters into a sale of goods contract with the state, to register, 
along with the person’s affiliates, to collect use tax.
Current Status: 6/2/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 5/27/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-232

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-182
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-203
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-222
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-232
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HB233 REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To authorize municipal corporations to create downtown 
redevelopment districts and innovation districts for the purposes of promoting the rehabilitation of 
historic buildings, creating jobs, encouraging economic development in commercial and mixed-use 
areas, and supporting grants and loans to technology-oriented and other businesses.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/2/2015 - Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight; 
5/27/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233

HCR9 SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-ABUNDANCE PLAN (BAKER N, BOOSE T) To establish a sustainable energy-
abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and environmentally 
friendly energy.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - Senate Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/3/2015 - Senate Public Utilities, (First Hearing); 5/27/2015 - Referred to Committee 
Senate Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-9

HCR13 FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION-ENHANCED REVENUE (GROSSMAN C) To urge the Congress of the United 
States to enact a long-term federal transportation funding reauthorization bill that includes enhanced 
revenue.
Current Status: 4/14/2015 - Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight
Recent Status: 4/14/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-13

SB95 OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREAS-CONTAINER LAW (SEITZ B, THOMAS C) To allow municipal corporations 
and townships with a population of more than 35,000 to create outdoor refreshment areas, to exempt 
persons within such an area from the open container law, to create the Outdoor Refreshment Area 
Study Committee, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 4/14/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT, Senate State and Local 
Government, (Fourth Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/24/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Third Hearing); 3/17/2015 - Senate 
State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-95

SB146 DISTRACTED DRIVING-ENHANCED PENALTY (HUGHES J, SEITZ B) To establish an enhanced penalty 
for committing a moving violation while distracted.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - Senate Criminal Justice, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/3/2015 - Senate Criminal Justice, (Second Hearing); 4/22/2015 - Referred to Committee 
Senate Criminal Justice
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB152 GEOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS (UECKER J) To enact section 9.49 and to repeal sections 
153.013 and 5525.26 of the Revised Code to prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform; 4/29/2015 
- Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152

SB157 BICYCLE HELMET REQUIREMENT (JONES S) to generally require any person under sixteen years of 
age to wear a helmet while on a bicycle, to require bicycle rental businesses to inform any person under 
sixteen years of age who rents a bicycle of this requirement and provide helmet rentals, and to provide 
limited civil immunity for bicycle rental businesses that comply with these requirements.
Current Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Civil Justice
Recent Status: 5/5/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-157

SB164 UTILITY SMART METER CONSENT (JORDAN K) To enact section 4928.661 of the Revised Code to require 
electric distribution utilities to obtain a customer’s consent prior to installing a smart meter on the 
customer’s property.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Public Utilities
Recent Status: 5/13/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-164

SJR1 PUBLIC OFFICE COMPENSATION COMMISSION (FABER K) Proposing to amend Sections 4, 20, and 31 
of Article II, Section 19 of Article III, and Section 6 of Article IV and to enact Section 20a of Article II of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio to establish the Public Office Compensation Commission.
Current Status: 6/2/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight; 
4/22/2015 - ADOPTED BY SENATE; Vote 33-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-1
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
LGIF Council Approves 13 Projects
The Local Government Innovation Fund (LGIF) Council approved 12 grants and one loan under the Local Government 
Innovation and Local Government Efficiency programs Thursday along with additional awards to 18 partners for 
LeanOhio Boot Camp training of innovation program recipients.

The day was not without a little drama: The city of Wooster’s reapplication for an emergency 9-1-1 dispatch consolidation 
was shot down by Speaker Pro Tem Ron Amstutz (R-Wooster) and a majority of other council members — by all 
accounts, the first time a staff recommendation for LGIF has been rejected.

The council approved a total of $687,365. Awards listed by lead applicant:

Local Government Innovation Program
 » City of Hilliard: Hilliard Fleet Performance-Examining Alternative Fuel Options - $45,000 grant.
 » City of Huron: Regional Water District – $50,000 grant.
 » City of Youngstown: Youngstown Mahoning Valley Manufacturing Training Center - $50,000 grant.
 » Greene County Career Center: Take Flight Academy-Aerospace Institute of Greene County - $50,000 grant
 » Northwestern Water and Sewer District: Emergency Water Interconnection/Back-up - $50,000 grant.
 » Pultney Township: Pultney-Bellaire Mowing Partnership - $99,432 loan

 
Local Government Efficiency Program

 » Akron Metropolitan Housing Authority: Client Intake; JIT evaluation - $40,545 grant.
 » Cleveland Metroparks: Cleveland Metroparks Fleet Management - $39,500 grant.
 » Cleveland Metroparks: Seasonal Employee Recruitment and Hiring Process - $39,500 grant.
 » Cuyahoga County: Effective and Efficient Procurement - $59,000 grant.
 » Defiance County General Health District: Northwest Ohio 7 County Collaborative for Sewage Treatment 

Systems Operations - $80,940 grant.
 » Licking County Health Department: Community Health Assessment Standardization Project - $55,748 

grant.
 » Stark County Board of Developmental Disabilities: Process for Integrated Employment for Individuals 

with DD - $27,700 grant.

OTIC Appoints New General Counsel
The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (OTIC) appointed Jennifer L. Stueber as general counsel and chief 
legal officer in late May.

Ohio Wind Turbine Incentives
Representatives Tony Burkley and Tim Brown commented that renewable energy mandates at the center of 130-
SB310 (Balderson) have nothing to do with wind turbine incentives in HB190 (Burkley,Brown), a newly introduced 
House bill that nevertheless generated extended comments on the role of energy subsidies in the House Public 
Utilities Committee.

Transportation
In late May, the Ohio Rail Development Commission (ORDC) approved swapping properties along the state-owned 
panhandle line with MarkWest Energy Partners LLP to help facilitate the company’s expansion in Harrison County. 

http://www.morpc.org
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Federal 

Waters of the United States (WOTUS)
In late May, the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers released the final version of the “Waters of the United States” 
(WOTUS) rule. The rule extends EPA regulation to include ditches, snow and rain runoff from equipment storage 
areas, ponds and impoundments, and any area in which any water may drain into any other water.  

Included in the rule are the following key provisions:

 » EPA maps project that the rule would expand federal jurisdiction over waters from approximately 3.5 million 
river and stream miles to approximately 8 million river and stream miles;

 » The rule would designate certain industrial ditches as “tributaries” and maintenance activities in these 
tributaries would require additional dredge and fill permits;

 » Work in stormwater retention ponds, fire ponds and on-site impoundments will require additional dredge 
and fill and point source discharge permits; and

 » Linear projects such as highways, power lines and pipelines will be required to obtain additional permits 
for approval.

 
Several national associations representing the interests of local communities and regional planning organizations 
oppose WOTUS including the National Association of Counties, National League of Cities, the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors and the National Association of Regional Councils. Some of their major concerns with the rule are that federal 
agencies failed to include state and localities in the rulemaking process; analysis in developing the rule is faulty; and 
the substance of the rule would have sweeping impacts across all Clean Water Act programs.

MORPC is currently collecting input and feedback from its local government membership and committees to take 
a position on WOTUS. MORPC is also considering supporting Congressional legislation (HR 1732 and S. 1140) that 
would force EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers to revoke the rule and consult with state and local government 
before writing a new proposal.  

Congressional Roundtable with Tiberi at OSU CAR
Congressman Pat Tiberi hosted a Congressional Roundtable event on May 22 at The Ohio State University’s Center for 
Automotive Research. Joining Rep. Tiberi was Representative Mike Simpson from Idaho and Chairman of the House 
Energy and Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee. Attending the Roundtable event on behalf of MORPC 
were Executive Committee member and Delaware County Commissioner Gary Merrell and Public & Government 
Affairs Director Laura Koprowski.

The Roundtable discussion covered a variety of topics including the importance of federal funding for innovative 
research, the successes of federally funded OSU research programs, and the challenges of some federal regulations 
to local and regional transportation projects.

http://www.morpc.org
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