
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Monday, November 30, 2015 

5:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

5:30 p.m. 1. Welcome – David Paul, Chair 

 

5:31 p.m. 2. Approval of November 2, 2015 Minutes (enclosed) 

 

5:32 p.m. 3. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Report (enclosed) – Thea Walsh 

 Transit Agency Reports 

o COTA Update - Belinda Taylor 

 Westerville Roundtable Update - Thea Walsh 

 

5:50 p.m. 4. Informational Items: 

 Quarterly Air Quality Update - Evelyn Ebert 

 Regional Data Task Force - Nancy Reger 

 

6:10 p.m. 5. Proposed Resolution T-21-15: " AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 

 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM" (enclosed) - Nick 

 Gill 

 

6:15 p.m. 6. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Update - Maria Schaper 

 

6:25 p.m. 7. Committee Business - Bernice Cage 

 

6:30 p.m. 8. Complete Streets Game - Amelia Costanzo 

 

7:00 p.m. 9. Other Business 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY BRENDA NOÉ AT 614-233-4146 or bnoe@morpc.org 
TO CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE FOR THIS MEETING OR 

IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

The next CAC Meeting is Monday, January 4, 2016 @ 5:30 p.m. 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
 
 

When parking in MORPC's parking lot, please be sure to park in a MORPC 
visitor space or in a space marked with an “M.” Handicapped parking is 
available at the side of MORPC’s building. MORPC is accessible by CBUS. 

mailto:bnoe@morpc.org


COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

November 2, 2015 

Meeting Summary 

 

MORPC 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio  

5:30 p.m. 

 

Members 

Bill Allman    Stephanie Bosco   William Curlis 

Lisa Daris    Jon-Paul d'Aversa   Pauline Edwards 

Len Fisher    Catherine Girves   LaGrieta Holloway 

Michael Liggett    Jessica Mathews   David Paul 

J.M. Rayburn    Fred Rea    Larry Robertson 

Bob Roehm    Ira Weiss 

 

Guests 

Ed Chin, Prospective Member 

Ava Johnson, Prospective Member 

Joel Spokas, Prospective Member 

Gena Shelton, Operation Lifesaver Ohio 

Belinda Taylor, COTA 

 

MORPC Staff 

Bernice Cage    Kerstin Carr    Amelia Costanzo 

Daniel Eisenberg   Mary Ann Frantz   Nick Gill 

Brenda Noé    Maria Schaper    Thea Walsh 

Brandi Whetstone 

 

1. Welcome. Chair David Paul called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and introduced guests. 

 

2. Approval of September 28, 2015 Minutes. Bill Curlis moved to accept the September 28, 

2015 minutes, and Fred Rea seconded. The motion carried. 

 

3. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Report. Thea Walsh reported that RideSolutions 

delivered its 30th van to the Chillicothe VA last week. We continue to try to increase the 

number of people ridesharing via vanpool. She also noted that the Ohio Public Works 

Commission (OPWC) is seeking nominations to fill a three-year term (through 2018) on the 

Natural Resources Assistance Council (NRAC). The NRAC is an 11-member council that 

develops project selection, guidelines, and evaluation for the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund 

program (open space, acquisition, and riparian corridor upgrades).  

 Transit Agency Reports 

o COTA Update. Belinda Taylor had no updates. 

 Report on Sustainability Summit. Kerstin Carr gave a PowerPoint presentation on the 

sold-out event. It is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_2015SummitRecap_CAC_Prese

ntation.pdf 

 Age-Friendly Columbus. Carr introduced a new project called Age-Friendly Columbus 

which MORPC will take on at the beginning of 2016. With Central Ohio's population of 65 

years or older expected to double over the next 35 years, we need to make sure that 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_2015SummitRecap_CAC_Presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_2015SummitRecap_CAC_Presentation.pdf
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people can age in place. This project, with guidance of the World Health Organization 

(WHO) and AARP, will assess the age-friendliness of the City of Columbus through a 

variety of factors (e.g. transportation, housing, health services, or social involvement) to 

develop a 3-year city-wide action plan that ensures Columbus embraces age-friendliness 

as a core value of their work and services to residents. The plan will be written in such a 

way that it includes both site and service-specific action items for Columbus, but also 

recommendation that are broader, policy based, and applicable to other communities 

around the region.  A job posting has gone out to hire a full-time Age-Friendly Community 

Coordinator.  

 

Paul asked if Carr had considered using Fran Ryan's Senior Roundtable as a resource. 

She said that she had already touched base with them. 

 

Bill Allman had a question about the Freight Passenger Rail item in the MPO Coordination 

Report. He asked what the OSU Center for Automotive Research was doing regarding 

freight vehicle technology that we should know about. Walsh said that the center is doing 

testing of automated vehicles and is working out a proposal for an automated corridor 

along US 33. She said we will have more information over the next several months. 

Allman asked if anyone had heard of a new service called GoBus that runs from 

Columbus to Ft. Wayne via Kenton and Lima, very close to the route of the proposed 

Columbus to Chicago rail line. He read that the service is federally subsidized. Nick Gill 

explained that it is part of ODOT's rural transit system. This is a recently announced new 

route. Mary Ann Frantz added that she thinks that the Columbus to Athens to Cincinnati 

transit line was expanded to Marietta. It is supported by federal dollars, facilitated and 

administered by an action organization, but the money flows through ODOT. Walsh said 

that ODOT received a TIGER award this week for rural transit outside the MPO area. 

 

4. Informational Items: 

 Quarterly Air Quality Update and Ozone Standard Update. Brandi Whetstone presented 

on this subject, and her PowerPoint presentation is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_AQ%20update_CAC_presentatio

n.pdf 

 

Paul asked if the marketing program with ABC 6 would be done again. Whetstone said 

we were very happy with the exposure we received and will likely do some form of that 

again. This was a partnership with the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority and with 

our RideSolutions program. Lisa Daris asked what specifically helped to reduce our 

emissions. Whetstone said she had no hard data, but it is a combination of the federal 

programs in place and local efforts, such as converting fleets to clean-burning fuels and 

the ridesharing programs we have in place. 

 Section 5310. Frantz gave a presentation on this subject, and her PowerPoint is 

available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_Section5310Update_CAC_Pres

entation.pdf 

 

Taylor asked if travel training would fall into the budget. Frantz replied that we can look 

into this. Paul asked what this training involved. Taylor said it is geared toward older 

adults who are no longer driving. There are training groups on how to ride the COTA bus. 

This is also good for people with a language barrier. We work with a group to provide a 

translator. It varies, depending upon the audience, as to how in-depth the training will be. 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_AQ%20update_CAC_presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_AQ%20update_CAC_presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_Section5310Update_CAC_Presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_Section5310Update_CAC_Presentation.pdf
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Len Fisher asked if the National Church Residences (NCR) fleet is open only to NCR 

residents. Paul said he knows that they work with other organizations for special events. 

He did not know if NCR routinely works with people who are not residents. Frantz added 

that from what she understands, NCR routinely does work with non-residents. 

 Active Transportation Plan. Amelia Costanzo presented on this topic, and her PowerPoint 

is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151104_ActiveTransportationPlan_TAC_

Presentation.pdf 

 

Costanzo navigated through the Active Transportation Plan (ATP) interactive website and 

asked members to look through the site and provide comments. 

 

Paul asked if the COTA data were live or continuously updated or a snapshot. Costanzo 

said that it is a snapshot. We update the information periodically. Paul asked if the 

information is linked to the COTA route dataset that is being used for other things, so if it 

is updated for one project it would be updated on this website. Costanzo said that it 

would be. Paul asked if the framework being used for this website is the same framework 

that might be used for other products at MORPC. Costanzo said that if it is well received it 

probably will be. She and Walsh thanked Daniel Eisenberg for his work on this website. 

 

Costanzo said that the ATP is connected to the Metropolitan Transportation Plan through 

evaluation criteria. When we review projects to receive MORPC-attributable funds, there 

is an actual correlation to that project being along a Key Regional Corridor as identified in 

the Active Transportation Plan. The Active Transportation Plan can be found at 

www.moprc.org/atp. This could help communities achieve funding through the MORPC 

process. 

 

Bob Roehm said that he has not been able to logon to the MORPC website. Others 

agreed. Walsh said that we will look into the problem. 

 

Fisher commented that the COG met for the first time a couple of weeks ago. He thought 

that this website would help to answer many of their questions and solve some of their 

problems. 

 

5. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) Update.  

 Draft Strategies and Projects. Maria Schaper updated the committee on the MTP, and 

her presentation is available at: 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_MTPDraftStrategies_CAC_Prese

ntation.pdf 

 

Schaper asked that members review the draft strategies and projects and provide 

comments. 

 

Catherine Girves updated the members on Connect Columbus. She said that there is an 

event on Thursday, November 5th, from 2 to 4 p.m. They are setting up a temporary 

protected bike lane during that period on Livingston Avenue between Ann and Gilbert 

streets (in front of Children's Hospital).  

 

6. Committee Business. Bernice Cage reiterated that MORPC is scheduling meetings for staff to 

take the MTP and the ATP to communities.  

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151104_ActiveTransportationPlan_TAC_Presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151104_ActiveTransportationPlan_TAC_Presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_MTPDraftStrategies_CAC_Presentation.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/20151102_MTPDraftStrategies_CAC_Presentation.pdf
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7. Other Business. Larry Robertson said that he visited Houston, which has a very nice light-rail 

system that accommodates bicycles and mobility devices. It is totally accessible. Weiss 

added that Minneapolis has something similar. He also noted that some officials running for 

office are advocating for more sidewalks - more active transportation. 

 

 LaGrieta Holloway asked how long it took to build the light-rail system in Houston. Robertson 

said it took about three years after the start-up work was completed. 

 

 Cage called attention to the Popular TIP summary at everyone's place. She said it is a 

summary of the Transportation Improvement Program that was completed this year. 

 

 Curlis moved to adjourn the meeting and Weiss seconded. The motion carried, and the 

meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

  

 

Bernice Cage 

Secretary 
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MORPC Monthly Metropolitan Transportation Organization Summary 

 
November 2015 

 

Transportation Systems & Funding 

Thea Walsh - twalsh@morpc.org 

 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

 Thirty draft strategies were presented to the CAC and TAC committees for review and 

 comment. Comments will be accepted through January 2016. Work continues on evaluating 

 nearly 1,000 candidate projects for potential inclusion in the plan. Cost estimates and revenue 

 projections are also being finalized. 

 

Presentations on the draft strategies and projects for the 2016-2040 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan and the Active Transportation Plan were held at the City of Bexley, 

Westland Area Commission and Village of Shawnee Hills. The schedule of community 

presentations on the MTP is available on the website, www.morpc.org/mtp2040. A one-page 

fact sheet on the draft strategies was developed and will be distributed to area libraries next 

month. An article regarding the draft strategies and projects for the 2016-2040 MTP and 

Active Transportation Plan appeared in eSource and was posted on MORPC’s website and on 

social media. 

 

 Transit/Human Services 

Staff met with a Transportation Coalition to discuss the difficulty people have in accessing 

medical care. This group is considering future partnerships to raise awareness, increase 

access and explore existing resources with patients and providers. 

 

The FTA FFY 2015 Section 5307 and Section 5339 apportionment split for the Columbus UZA 

between COTA and DATABus was coordinated. Total funds are over $17.5 million. 

 

Noticed was provided to approximately 400 organizations/individuals announcing availability 

of over $1.8 million in Section 5310 funding  to enhance the mobility of older adults and 

individuals with disabilities. Workshops will be held on December 9th and December 14, 2015. 

Deadline for the applications is January 27, 2016. 

 

Work concluded to update MORPC’s Title VI Program to be in compliance with FTA 

requirements. A resolution will be going to the Executive Committee for its approval  

 

As part of the DATABus Transit Development Plan and Funding Study, staff reviewed a draft 

DATABus survey to be conducted in December and a draft of DATABus’s In-Depth Interview 

Summary.  

 

 DATABus 

Community outreach meetings for the Transit Development Plan and funding study will be held 

on December 9, 2015. The purpose of these meetings is to gain an understanding of what 

mailto:twalsh@morpc.org
http://www.morpc.org/mtp2040
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services the Delaware County Community expects from DATABus. There will be three meetings. 

The 9:00 a.m. meeting will be held at SourcePoint, 800 Cheshire Rd, Delaware. The 2:00 p.m. 

meeting will be held at the Liberty Township Hall, 10104 Brewster Ln., Powell, and the 6:00 

p.m. meeting location is to be determined. 

 

DATA Bus' TAC has begun working on a new project. As outpatient medical procedures become 

more common, doctors are reluctant to allow patients to use any form of public transportation. 

The activity will help answer the question of how can we develop a service to accommodate 

people who have no other form of transportation and may not have someone to be with them 

after the procedure. 

 

The Delaware County Mobility Management program is in the beginning stages to provide 

temporary ramp systems to Delaware County residents who have a temporary mobility 

impairment as a result of an accident or surgery. Mobility Management will arrange and pay for 

the ramp system for up to 16 weeks to qualified individuals. 

 

Delaware County's Mobility Management new website is in mid-development and promises to 

be a one-stop website for transportation options within the county. 

 

 RideSolutions 

RideSolutions staff has been working with employers and agencies associated with the new 

Rickenbacker COTA/GREAT bus/shuttle program to promote RideSolutions Guaranteed Ride 

Home program to help encourage individuals to try riding the bus/shuttle. Around 100 

companies/agencies have been contacted by RideSolutions staff, and support for the program 

has been very positive. 

 

The Marketing Report for the first and second quarters of 2015 was completed. During this 

time, RideSolutions added 397 commuters to the Commuter Matching Database. Of those 

commuters added, at least 37% learned of RideSolutions' services through grassroots 

outreach efforts facilitated by MORPC staff. 

 

Work began on creating programming for a regional bikeshare roundtable to take place in 

conjunction with the Active Transportation Plan stakeholder roundtable in January. The 

regional bikeshare roundtable will be a forum for local communities to express their desires 

and concerns of adopting a regional bikeshare model. 

 

The implementation of MORPC's pilot Park-and-Pedal program was discussed with local 

partners. The program encourages commuters into downtown to park their cars before arriving 

into our congested downtown where parking is sparse. Instead, park and bike their way into 

the downtown to work. Working in conjunction with the City of Columbus, MORPC has identified 

parking lots owned by the City that are connected to bike-friendly roads or multi-use paths that 

safely lead into downtown. Lots will be branded with clear signage at their entrance and 

indicated on MORPC's digital bike map. More than 10 lots are expected to be designated 

within a 5-mile radius of downtown. 

 

Survey information regarding effectiveness of downtown bike commuting program contracted 

with YAY Bikes was received. Fifty-two percent of surveyed participants had replaced an auto 

trip with a bicycle trip since participating in the training. 

 

RideSolutions staff met with downtown sustainable transportation partners to work on a joint 

goal for 2016 to educate downtown employees on all modes of alternative transportation in 

the upcoming year. 
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RideSolutions staff is working with COTA staff to analyze whether or not vanpooling could be a 

viable solution for discontinued express routes. COTA is looking to be proactive when ending 

routes by trying to offer solutions before the routes end. 

 

 Infrastructure Funding 

Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC) 

Staff is working with the PWIC - Public Works Integrating Committee to find a replacement for 

 the alternate private sector representative on the committee. Mr. Lee Phelan recently resigned 

 his position. The new member will be announced and appointed at the December 11, 2015 

 public meeting. 

  

The SCIP/LTIP scoring session with the members of the (PWIC) Public Works Integrating 

Committee was conducted on November 20th. Staff reviewed and scored the Columbus - 

Hamilton Road Phase B application with committee members. The PWIC will hold a public 

meeting on December 4th to review and discuss the preliminary ranking of projects for Round 

30 SCIP/LTIP funding. A final public meeting will be held on December 11th, and a final slate 

of projects will be recommended for Round 30 funding. 

 

Staff met with new (PWIC) Public Works Integrating Committee member, Joe Martin, Township 

Trustee with Brown Township, to do an orientation session. Mr. Martin was appointed by the 

Township Trustees Association to serve on the PWIC until May of 2018. 

The District 3 Public Works Integrating Committee (PWIC) is seeking nominations to fill a three-

year term, through the end of 2018, on its Franklin County Natural Resources Assistance 

Council (NRAC). NRAC, an 11-member council, develops project selection guidelines and 

evaluates and selects projects to receive funding from the Clean Ohio Conservation Fund 

program. District 3, Franklin County, received $3.1 million in funding for open space 

acquisition and to protect riparian corridors or watersheds for 2016. 
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Data and Mapping 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

 Regional Data Advisory Committee 

MORPC submitted an application for the Capital Bill to create a “Regional Data Lab for the 

Columbus Region.” The application is a request primarily to build the website that was 

recommended by the Data Task Force, but also to include funding for developing new 

economic development tools that might be included on the site. 

 

 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

Data and Mapping staff will present the 2040 MTP draft to Delaware City and Delaware County 

agencies in December. We are drafting the land use and projection of the plan report. 

 

We submitted the MTP Project web map for consideration as a presentation at the 2016 GIS-T 

Conference. 

 

 insight2050 Phase 2a 

Vitality and Activity indices are being calculated for the nodes, corridor, and neighborhoods that 

have already been identified. We are surveying developers, realtors and communities to 

determine what weights should be assigned to pertinent data sets so that the indices can be 

calculated. Eventually, this will be available as a story map, similar to what was developed for 

the Active Transportation Plan. 

 

 Homes on the Hill Study 

MORPC is working with Homes on the Hill, a community development corporation on the west 

side of Franklin County to help them determine best locations for investing in properties. This 

work carries forth analyses the Kirwan Institute of OSU conducted in the area at a finer 

geographic level. We anticipate having the project completed by the end of the year. 

 

 GIS Coordination 

The Central Ohio GIS User Group (COGUG) met in November. Rob Powell presented the 

Regional Data Task Force findings and explained the role that COGUG members would be 

playing by helping to establish data standards and entries for the data catalogue.  

 

MORPC helped organize a GIS Day event with OSU, Columbus and other partners. The OSU 

Library hosted the event where several presentations were given, including one by MORPC GIS 

Manager Cheri Mansperger. 

 

The Data Department is investigating other GIS departments’ workflows to help evaluate 

processes and look for ways to collaborate. Data and Mapping staff met with City of Columbus 

and City of Dublin in November. 

 

We are assisting ODOT by coordinating with other county LBRS managers to work toward 

standardizing core data elements so the various county files can be integrated into the state 

system. 

 

 Diversity Team 

Regional Data and Mapping staff pulled together information about Limited English Proficiency 

to support MORPC’s Diversity Plan and address regulatory requirements from the Federal 

Transit Authority. We are working to make it easier for MORPC staff to choose minority vendors 

by merging multiple sources into one look-up table. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/shufstedler/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/QEPGBLFF/nreger@morpc.org
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 Member Services 

City of Columbus - Demographic reports were shared at the precinct level showing differences 

between 2000 and 2010. 

 

State Representative Kevin Boyce – Assisted housing data were collected and shared with the 

representative at his request. 

 

Upper Arlington Library - Population projections were developed for the library district. 

 

Union County – Provided MORPC 2016 population estimates for MODE to use to calculate their 

dues. 

 

 Union County - Land use projections information was provided for the US 33 corridor economic 

 study. 

 

Worthington Libraries – MORPC prepared population estimates to the library district as a 

resource for its service planning study.  
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Planning and Environment 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 
 

 Active Transportation Planning 

 

Active Transportation Plan 

Staff presented the draft Active Transportation Plan (ATP) to the Community Advisory 

Committee (CAC), the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), and Policy/Commission. The 

ATP includes two tools for communities’ staff and decision makers to use in their planning 

activities: 1) an interactive story map which includes best practices information on 

infrastructure for pedestrians, bicyclists and transit; and 2) a Cost Estimator for estimating how 

much additional funding would be needed to build complete streets elements in conjunction 

with an infrastructure improvement project. For more information, visit www.morpc.org/ATP.  

 

Bike Users Map Update 

Staff reviewed survey results from public outreach on how people use and would like to use the 

Bike Users Map. The next step is to work with a graphic design firm to determine the reprinting 

budget and project scope. Staff aims to update and reprint the map by May 2016. 

 

Complete Streets 

Staff reviewed Ohio Public Works Commission Round 30 applications and plans for Alum Creek 

Drive between Refugee and Frebis and Refugee Road between Wheatfield and Woodstock.  

 

Age-Friendly Columbus 

MORPC continues to meet with potential funders to ensure the project can start in early 2016. 

Staff held interviews for the Age-Friendly Community Coordinator position. Staff attended a 

webinar hosted by AARP: Age-Friendly City Resources, which provided an overview of resources 

available to local governments interested in pursuing Age-Friendly City designation. 

 

 Transportation Safety 

Staff participated in the Columbus Area Pedestrian Safety Committee (CAPS) at Columbus 

Public Health. During the meeting, attendees discussed scheduling and implementation of 

multiple pedestrian safety education events. Columbus' pedestrian crosswalk stings received 

wonderful media coverage to educate both motorists and pedestrians on rules of the road.  

Staff, on behalf of the Ohio Association of Regional Councils (OARC), attended the Traffic 

Records Coordinating Committee. During the meeting, current initiatives were discussed 

including eCitations, LBRS compliance, and a new resolution/charter. The next meeting is 

scheduled for March 15, 2016. 

 insight2050 

 

Meetings 

Staff hosted a communications committee meeting where the members of the committee 

began a dialogue about how/when insight2050 should respond to related press; the matter 

will require further discussion. Members then broke out into working groups to begin progress 

toward key objectives in Phase II. 

 

Staff met with Reynoldsburg City Schools to discuss the “Innovation Generation” program in 

the context of insight2050 best practices and to start exploring potential opportunities for 

collaboration where our work intersects.  

 

Staff met with Columbus Public Health to discuss coordination of efforts to promote the public 

health benefits of insight2050. Rick offered to lend technical assistance to review Phase II 

tools and resources for public health-related messaging. Staff will reciprocate in kind.  

mailto:kcarr@morpc.org
http://www.morpc.org/ATP


7  

 

Staff met with representatives of the City of Westerville to discuss integration of insight2050 

into the city’s comprehensive plan. Staff will assist by providing information that can reinforce 

the plan’s regional context and mobility recommendations, as well as identify how insight2050 

can be integrated into the city’s strategic corridor planning. 

 

Staff had a phone meeting with a representative of City of Columbus Planning Division to 

discuss incorporating insight2050 into the Northwest Area plan, which is being updated.  

 

Staff hosted a meeting of the insight2050 Academy working group to determine feasibility of 

implementing this program in Phase II. The group determined that it is feasible to pursue such 

a program and has begun research and development of a pilot program. 

 

Related Training 

Staff attended the annual meeting of the Capital Crossroads and Discovery Special 

Improvement Districts to hear the keynote address on attracting and retaining retail in our 

downtowns. 

 

Outreach 

insight2050 presentations were delivered to/at the Circleville Sunrise Rotary Club (approx. 

audience of 25); the Central Ohio Land Title Association (approx. audience of 25); Route 33 

Corridor Crossroads Area Plan workshops in Jerome Township & City of Dublin (approx. 

audience of 150); OSU Environmental Professionals Network (approx. audience of 125); and 

the Affordable Housing Alliance (approx. audience of 12). 

 

 Greenways & Water Quality Program 

 

Meetings 

Staff facilitated a meeting of the Water Quality Working Group. The main agenda topics 

included revitalizing the Working Group in the coming year, emerging policy issues, the 2016 

Greenways Scope of Services, and a presentation on Stormwater and NPDES from Franklin Soil 

& Water Conservation District.  

 

Staff met with Columbus Department of Public Utilities (DPU) to discuss the 2016 Greenways 

Scope of Services. That concluded meetings with Greenways funders regarding the 2016 

Scope.  

 

Staff has begun planning efforts for 2016 Riverfest.  

 

Central Ohio Greenways (COG) Board 

Staff facilitated the COG Board monthly meeting. Planning NEXT gave an overview of the Best 

Practices Report and the members broke out into working teams to discuss the vision, mission, 

and goals. Working Teams are meeting monthly to work on year 1 priorities and develop long-

term goals. 

 

Planning NEXT also shared the draft of the Best Practices report with board members for their 

input and review.  

 

Outreach 

Staff presented Sustaining Scioto at the Ohio Water Environment Association’s annual event. 

 

Related Training 

Staff participated in the 12th Annual Olentangy Watershed Forum focused on best 

management practices for a healthy Olentangy Watershed.  
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Staff participated in a workshop hosted by Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District on 

community-based social marketing. The emphasis of the training was on how to change 

people’s behaviors instead of changing their minds when doing environmentally-focused 

outreach. 

 

Staff participated in the Water Management Association of Ohio’s (WMAO's) annual 

conference. Programming focused on climate adaptation, best practices, stormwater 

management, and water quality. 

 

 National Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Conference 

The SRTS conference proposals were due on October 31st. Over 200 proposals were received. 

The SRTS Program Committee spent the month reviewing the proposals.  

 

Staff is working on finalizing the contracts for keynote speakers Gil Penalosa and Kevin Carroll. 

 

Staff visited Cincinnati with other members of the committee to learn about its SRTS program 

and the $4 million grant it received from the Department of Justice (DOJ) to implement a 

comprehensive school crossing guard program. 

 

SRTS partners continue to reach out to interested parties about sponsorship opportunities and 

other partnerships for the conference. Interested parties can contact Amanda McEldowney at 

amceldowney@morpc.org or visit the conference's website at www.saferoutesconference.org.  

 

 InfoShare 

Staff facilitated an InfoShare meeting with Fairfield County. Housing and commercial 

development is picking up in Pickerington and Violet Township. The Carroll interchange on U.S. 

33 will be completed next year. Keller Market House, a food hub with a market, café, and 

commercial kitchen in downtown Lancaster, is expected to open next spring. 

 

 Central Ohio Regional Food Council 

The Central Ohio Regional Food Council endorsed MORPC’s plans to seek funding to assess 

the demand for local food by major institutions and to develop strategies to increase the 

production and distribution of food for those institutions.  
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Energy & Air Quality 

Christina O'Keeffe - cokeeffe@morpc.org 

 

 Air Quality 

In November, MORPC staff presented the quarterly Air Quality update to CAC and TAC, which 

included an overview of educational efforts and the new ozone rule. MORPC staff submitted a 

session proposal for the Safe Routes to School Conference focused on air quality policy and 

innovative initiatives in Central Ohio. MORPC is also preparing the end of ozone season report 

with air quality forecasters at Sonoma Technology, Inc. The draft report will be shared with the 

Energy & Air Quality Working Group, CAC and TAC. The targeted release date will be in the first 

week of December.   

 

 Energy & Air Quality Working Group 

The next working group meeting will take place on November 24th at 1:30 p.m. The meeting 

will include a sneak-peek at the end of ozone season report with an opportunity to provide 

feedback.   

 
 

 

 



 

 

Memorandum 

 

 

TO: 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Nick Gill, Assistant Director 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

 

DATE: 

 

November 25, 2015 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-21-15: "AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR 

(SFY) 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM" 

 

Proposed Resolution T-21-15 will add or modify nine projects on the SFY 2016-2019 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with commitments totaling over $213 

million. These changes are necessary to enable these projects to advance using the 

identified sources of funding and to maintain fiscal constraint. In January, the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) will ask the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to amend the Statewide TIP to 

include these changes.  

 

Attachment 1 to the resolution provides a description of the funding and scope of 

each project, including a description of the bicycle and pedestrian components. The 

amendment includes four projects affecting MORPC-attributable funds: 

 

 Etna Township: Taylor Road Minor Widening 

 ODOT District 6: SR-161 Feasibility Study through Linworth 

 ODOT District 6: Regional Pedestrian Signals 

 ODOT District 6: I-70/I-71 Project 4A 

 

Below is an explanation of the proposed changes to the TIP.  

 

COTA (Central Ohio Transit Authority) requested the following modifications to the TIP: 

 Correct funding for the Cleveland Avenue Bus Rapid Transit project. 

 Reduce funding for the 2016 Bus Replacement. 

 Increase funding to purchase 2 additional vehicles for the 2016 Paratransit 

Replacement. 

  



 
Resolution T-21-15 Memo 

Page 2 

Etna Township requested an increase to the amount of MORPC-attributable funds for 

construction of the minor widening of Taylor Road. Trees had to be removed in 

advance of roadway construction to allow utility relocation to begin, and the cost of 

the removal was much higher than estimated, pushing the total construction 

estimate over the cap limit.  

 

ODOT District 6 requested the following modifications to the TIP: 

 Add a study to identify feasible improvements on the SR 161 corridor through 

Linworth. This would be a new commitment of $30,000 of MORPC-attributable STP 

funds. Other contributors include Columbus, ODOT, Worthington and Perry Township. 

 Add a project to install pedestrian signals at various locations in Central Ohio. This is 

Phase 2 of the Regionwide Systematic Safety Improvement project, to which MORPC 

in 2013 committed $200,000 of STP funds. 

 Reduce funding for right-of-way on I-70/I-71 Project 4A. The right-of-way phase was 

carried over from the previous TIP with $13.7 million. The current funding is $6 

million. 

 

NTG:NJV:bsn 

 

Attachments: 

 Project Map 

 Proposed Resolution T-21-15 
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RESOLUTION T-21-15 

 

“AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM” 

 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

(MORPC) adopted the SFY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by Resolution  

T-12-15; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Central Ohio Transit Authority has requested the modification of projects on the 

2016-2019 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, Etna Township has requested the modification of one project on the 2016-2019 TIP as 

shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) has requested the addition and 

modification of projects on the 2016-2019 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the projects are consistent with the transportation policies, plans, and programs, 

including the most recent Metropolitan Transportation Plan adopted by the Transportation Policy 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on November 30, 2015, and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee at its meeting on December 2, 2015, recommended approval of 

this resolution to the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the MORPC SFY 2016-2019 TIP be amended to include the project information 

as shown in Attachment 1. 

 

Section 2. That it affirms that the fiscal balance of the SFY 2016-2019 TIP is maintained. 

 

Section 3. That the determination of conformity between the TIP and the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) is hereby reaffirmed, as the projects are exempt from conformity 

requirements or have been included in the most recent air quality conformity 

approval. 

 

Section 4. That this resolution will be transmitted to ODOT and all local agencies listed as 

sponsoring agencies in Attachment 1 for appropriate action. 
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Section 5. That the Transportation Policy Committee finds and determines that all formal 

deliberations and actions of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption 

of this resolution were taken in open meetings of this committee.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

_________________________________________  

Date 

 

Prepared by: Transportation Staff 

 

Attachment: 

 Amended Project Information for the SFY 2016-2019 TIP 



Resolution T-21-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: COTA PID: 94357 TIP ID: 2634 MTP ID:  12

Project Type(s): Transit Expansion Capital Air Quality: System Analyzed

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA Cleveland Ave BRT- Length (mi.): 15

Right-of-Way $3,124,277SEC 53092016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA Cleveland Ave BRT, Transit Expansion Capital, CMAX Bus Rapid Transit on Cleveland Ave from Downtown to 

Polaris Parkway/Africa Rd - PE, NEPA ROW, Con including SR-161 Transit Center and Northern Lights P & R and 

purchase of 15 40’ CNG Buses

Modify existing facilities. 

Yes - Type to be determined. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Right-of-Way $781,069Local2016

Construction $6,076,917SEC 53092016

Construction $937,896Local2016

Construction $581,334Local-Transit2016

Purchase $7,324,800SEC 53092017

Purchase $1,831,200Local-Transit2017

Construction $20,928,014SEC 53092017

Construction $5,232,003Local-Transit2017

Total: $46,817,510

Agency: COTA PID: 95016 TIP ID: 2777 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Replacement Capital Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2016 Bus Replacement- Length (mi.):

Other $1,272,453CMAQ-S2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2016 Bus Replacement, Transit Replacement Capital, total of 19 buses. MORPC-attributable CMAQ funds are 

for 1 CNG-powered replacement bus.

Not applicable. 

Bicycle racks. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Other $5,678,493SEC 53072016

Other $400,388CMAQ-M2016 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

Other $1,519,721Local-Transit2016

Total: $8,871,055

Wednesday, November 25, 2015 Page 1 of 5

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program.



Resolution T-21-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: COTA PID: 95038 TIP ID: 2787 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Replacement Capital Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2016 Paratransit Replacement- Length (mi.):

Other $1,176,000SEC 53072016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2016 Paratransit Replacement, Transit Replacement Capital, 20 Vehicles. 11.12.04

No information provided.

No information provided.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Other $294,000Local-Transit2016

Total: $1,470,000

Agency: COTA PID: 95040 TIP ID: 2789 MTP ID:  773

Project Type(s): Transit Replacement Capital Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2017 Paratransit Replacement- Length (mi.):

Other $1,111,320SEC 53072017

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2017 Paratransit Replacement, Transit Replacement Capital, 2017 Paratransit Replacement  18 vehicles

No information provided.

No information provided.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Other $277,830Local-Transit2017

Total: $1,389,150

Agency: COTA PID: 95042 TIP ID: 2790 MTP ID:  12

Project Type(s): Transit Expansion Capital Air Quality: System Analyzed

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-COTA 2017 Paratransit Expansion- Length (mi.):

Other $123,480SEC 53072017

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

COTA 2017 Paratransit Expansion, Transit Expansion Capital, 2017 Paratransit Expansion  2 Vehicles

No information provided.

No information provided.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Other $30,870Local-Transit2017

Total: $154,350

Wednesday, November 25, 2015 Page 2 of 5

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program.



Resolution T-21-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: Etna Township PID: 90385 TIP ID: 1798 MTP ID:  871

Project Type(s): Minor Widening/Signalization Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: LIC-TR169-04.60 Length (mi.): 0.61

PE-Environmental Study $7,278STP-M2016 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Taylor Rd from Old Taylor Rd to 475' S of Windsor Dr, Minor Widening from 2 lanes to 3 lanes & Signalization, with a 

new signal at Palmer Rd

Sidewalk on 2 sides. 8' sidewalk on west side; 5' sidewalk on east side. 1.22 mi. added to ped network.

Other. 8' sidewalk on west side. 0.61 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE-Environmental Study $1,819Local2016

Right-of-Way $32,000CMAQ-M2016 MORPC Funds

Right-of-Way $196,640STP-M2016 MORPC Funds

Right-of-Way $226,273Local2016

Construction $280,590SCIP2016

Construction $2,812,921CMAQ-M2016 MORPC Funds

Construction $943,362Local2016

Construction $230,370Local-Other2016

Total: $4,731,253

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 101775 TIP ID: 3109 MTP ID:  775

Project Type(s): Preliminary Engineering Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-SR161-05.77 Length (mi.): 2.89

PE-Environmental Study $120,000State2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

SR-161 from Sawmill Rd to Olentangy River Rd, Preliminary Engineering, to identify feasible improvements among 

RR grade separation, widening, ped/bike facilities, intersection modifications & various safety improvements.

Not applicable. 

Not applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE-Environmental Study $30,000STP-M2016 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

PE-Environmental Study $450,000Local2016

Total: $600,000

Wednesday, November 25, 2015 Page 3 of 5

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program.



Resolution T-21-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 101844 TIP ID: 3108 MTP ID:  992

Project Type(s): Signals Air Quality: Exempt

Co-Route-Sec: D06-Regional Pedestrian Signals- Length (mi.):

PE-Detailed Design $41,213HSIP2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Regional Pedestrian Signals, Signals, Upgrade crosswalks, install pedestrian count down signals and RRFBs at 

various locations in 11 jurisdictions in Franklin, Delaware, and Fairfield counties.

Pedestrian signals. 

None. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Construction $927,000HSIP2017

Construction $103,000STP-M2017 MORPC Funds

Total: $1,071,213

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 77372 TIP ID: 1333 MTP ID:  1155

Project Type(s): Major Widening/Interchange Modification Air Quality: System Analyzed

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR070-12.68 (Proj 4A) Length (mi.): 2.15

Right-of-Way $5,400,000IM2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-70/I-71 Innerbelt (Phase 4A) from W of Scioto River to E of High St, Major Widening & Interchange Modification, 

Interchange Reconfiguration Project.

EB I-70 realignment from I-71/SR-315 accessing downtown Columbus.

Includes work on Mound, Fulton, Fron

Modify existing facilities. Add/replace sidewalks on the block comprising Fulton, High, Livingston and Front. Ped 

signals and crosswalks at signalized intersections.

Bicycle lanes. New bike lanes westbound on Fulton from High to Front and eastbound on Livingston from Front to 

High. 0.2 mi. added to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Right-of-Way $600,000State2016

Construction $3,330,000IM2017

Construction $117,020,000NHPP2017

Construction $17,750,000State2017

Construction $3,779,736STP-M2017 MORPC Funds - Cap Amount

Construction $944,934Local2017

Total: $148,824,670
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Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program.



Resolution T-21-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Summary of Funding Sources

Source Description Total Amount

CMAQ-M Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Improvement, Attributable to MORPC $3,245,309

CMAQ-S Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality Improvement, Attributable to the State $1,272,453

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement Program $968,213

IM Interstate Maintenance $8,730,000

Local Local Public Agency $4,285,354

Local-Other Local Public Agency Funds or Other Source $230,370

Local-Transit Local Public Transit Authority $9,766,958

NHPP National Highway Performance Program $117,020,000

SCIP State Capital Improvements Program (Ohio Public Works Cmsn.) $280,590

SEC 5307 Transit Formula Block Grants $8,089,293

SEC 5309 Transit Discretionary Funds $37,454,008

State State Transportation Funds $18,470,000

STP-M Surface Transportation Program, Attributable to MORPC $4,116,654

Grand Total $213,929,201
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Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program.


