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Purpose of the Regional Data Task Force

*Why: Make recommendations to MORPC |leadership and
members about creating a regional data site

*What: The site should become a branded single point of
entry, shared and supported by key stakeholders with
MORPC functioning as the coordinating agency

*How: The task force was challenged with four tasks:
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Thank You to our Regional Data Task Force Members

Name Affiliation

Anthony Jones, Co-Chair* City of Gahanna Development
Jung Kim, Co-Chair Columbus 2020

Andrew Brush* City of Delaware / City Council
William Murdock MORPC

Emily Buser

Columbus Metropolitan Library

Lynnette Cook

Community Research Partners

Megan Johanson

Community Research Partners

Shoreh Elhami

City of Columbus / GIS

Bill LaFayette*

Regionomics, LLC

Devin Keithley

Community Research Partners

David Landsbergen

Kirwan Institute, OSU

Ty McBee Adena Health System
Ernest Perry HandsOn Central Ohio
Sarah Poe Columbia Gas of Ohio

Erin Prosser

Campus Partners Community Relations

Jay Ramanathan

John Glenn School of Public Affairs (OSU)

Scott Sanders Delaware County Regional Planning Commission

Scott Tourville* City of Pickerington / City Engineer

Michael Wilkos The Columbus Foundation / Community Research and Grants Management
Rob Powell MORPC, Task Force Coordinator

Nancy Reger MORPC

* MORPC Board Member




Regional Data Task Force Findings

Task 1: Affirm or deny the demands and benefits of a regional data site

Agreed there was a need for a regional data site.

*Consistent information
*Highlight trends and issues
*Collaborate on data collection and analysis



Other Community Sites We Reviewed
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Task 2: Outline a high-level structure and layout for an online data site

Initial features for the data site.

MCatalog/ Library

MShare Analyses
MVisuaIization

MCommunity Participation

M Warehouse

Searchable resource or data available in the
region

Engage the technical community for showcasing
projects, apps, etc.

Maps, charts and other visualizations
Interactive - advanced maps, data and
visualizations

Allow users to make suggestions
Ask an expert

Complex data processing system utilizing
external data



Task 3: Recommend a governance structure for continued maintenance
and operation of the site

Require a formalized oversight body to provide credibility.

*Form a new MORPC committee - Regional Data Advisory Committee
(requires action by the MORPC Bylaws Committee)

*Additional collaboration from technical staff that already meets through the
Central Ohio GIS User Group MORPC



Task 4: Recommend a business strategy and financial plan to ensure
sustained success of the site

Ways for creating and sustaining the site.

*Regional Data Advisory Committee should play a key role
*Apply to foundation or other single source for initial creation of the site
(but keep it flexible for modifications- NO BLACK BOX)
Estimated Cost = $250,000 - $400,000

MORPC applied for funding from the Capital Bill to start a new
REGIONAL DATA LAB

*Sustain site funding through key stakeholder participation and sponsorships



Next Steps

Hope we get funding from the Capital Bill - will
know in the coming months

Create the new
Regional Data Advisory Committee at MORPC

Build the Regional Data Catalog

Strategize collaborative agreements with other
providers
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