
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OH 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Monday, March 30, 2015 

1:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Welcome – Rory McGuiness, Acting Chair 

 

2. Consent Agenda 

 Approval of March 5, 2015 minutes 

 

3. Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock 

 State of the Region Update 

 

4. Committee Updates 

 Building Committee – Derrick Clay, Chair 

 Nominating Committee – Rory McGuiness, Chair  

 Regional Policy Roundtable – Laura Koprowski 

 Transportation Policy Committee – Thea Walsh 

 

5. Proposed Resolution 04-15: “ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015-16 REGIONAL 

SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA” – Kerstin Carr 

 

6. Quarterly Membership Update – Eileen Leuby  

 

7. Executive Committee Retreat Next Steps – William Murdock  

 

8. Draft Commission Agenda 

 

9. Other Business 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY SHARI SAUNDERS AT 614-233-4169 OR 

ssaunders@morpc.org IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 

 

The next Executive Committee Meeting is 

Thursday, May 7, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 
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When you arrive in MORPC’s lobby, a video screen will display the meetings for the 
day. Each calendar entry will include a contact person and his/her phone extension. 
Using the phone provided in the lobby, call the contact person and he/she will come 
escort you to the meeting.   
 
 
When parking in MORPC's parking lot, please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor 
space or in a space marked with an “M”. Handicapped parking is available at the 
side of MORPC’s building. MORPC is accessible by C-Bus. 

 



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Executive Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Thursday, March 5, 2015 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Members Present 

Karen Angelou 

Marilyn Brown 

Derrick Clay 

Tracie Davies 

Michael Ebert 

Matt Greeson 

Rory McGuiness 

Rob Platte 

Joe Stefanov 

 
MORPC Staff Present 

Bernice Cage 

Kerstin Carr 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

William Murdock 

Deborah Murphy 

Nancy Reger 

Shari Saunders 

Brandi Whetstone 

 

 

Welcome – Matt Greeson 

Chair Matt Greeson called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.   

 

Consent Agenda 

Marilyn Brown made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, second by Tracie Davies; motion passed. 

 

Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock 

William Murdock announced that Brandi Whetstone is serving as Interim Energy & Air Quality Director during 

Energy & Air Quality Director Christina O’Keeffe’s absence.  

 

The building changes are almost done. The lobby will be secure and a monitor with meeting information will be 

added. Two conference rooms near the front door have been added. Mr. Murdock thanked Deborah Murphy 

and her team for their work. 

 

On March 9, 2015, MORPC is releasing an RFQ to hire a consultant to review MORPC’s IT department. The 

review will look at equipment and services well in advance of next year’s budget. The results will be presented 

at the May Executive Committee meeting. 

 

A number of discussions are happening regarding the need to update the infrastructure plan for the 

Rickenbacker area. There is nothing definite; this is a good time to bring forward any ideas, etc.  

 

Mr. Murdock announced that the he is serving on the City of Columbus’ Elected Officials Compensation Task 

Force.  The first meeting is March 12, 2015. 

 

William Murdock, Eric Phillips, Rory McGuiness, Marilyn Brown, and Laura Koprowski attended the National 

Association of Regional Councils (NARC) conference in February. MORPC representatives were able to meet 

with Central Ohio congressional delegation members as well as the Federal Railroad Administrator. For the 

first time, we were able to bring other Central Ohio Regional Council Directors with us to lobby our senators. 

Infrastructure was the overarching issue of the conference. Conference participants had the opportunity to 

connect with different federal agencies and learn about programs available to communities and make 

contacts. Mr. Murdock thanked Laura Koprowski and Steve Tugend for organizing the Hill visits. 
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As part of this year’s State of the Region marketing efforts, MORPC is putting together a Business First insert. 

This is a great way to communicate MORPC’s accomplishments to the business development community. Two 

ad spots are still available. As of this meeting, only 50 (out of 750) seats are available for the luncheon. The 

event is anticipated to be sold-out earlier than last year. State of the Region sponsorships goals have been 

exceeded and close to $15,000 more has been raised than last year. Laura Koprowski thanked Eileen Leuby, 

Bernice Cage and Amanda McEldowney for their work on this year’s luncheon. 

 

As part of MORPC’s Pathway to MPO emphasis, we are working with ODOT on a Regional Transportation 

Planning Organization (RTPO) Pilot Program. MORPC is already a mentor agency to an RTPO in southeast Ohio. 

RTPOs are like MPOs but have a little less function and are typically in smaller metros or rural areas. After 

conversations with Union County and the adjacent RTPO, MORPC asked ODOT to allow us to set up an RTPO 

outside MORPC’s MPO boundary but inside our interest area. The initial conversation is with Union County, but 

the other counties that touch Franklin County may be involved in this. This will allow MORPC to do 

transportation planning activities in non-MPO areas without affecting the money the MPO uses, but leveraging 

the modeling, staff and services the MPO already has. The state is setting aside funding for the RTPO areas. 

ODOT dollars will be used to pay for the pilot program. 

 

MORPC has been selected to host the National Safe Routes to School Conference April 5-7, 2016. MORPC 

was asked by the National Center of Safe Routes to School to submit the application to host the conference 

because of ODOT’s Safe Routes to School program and the work that MORPC’s been doing since 2009 as 

active participants in the program.  

 

In February, MORPC was named Employer of the Year by WTS for our role in advancing women in 

transportation. Mayor Coleman received the Diversity in Leadership Award for all he has done for women and 

minorities in general. Regional award winners are entered for the national awards.  

 

The Local Government Internship Program has begun. We are working with Central Ohio colleges and 

universities to connect college students with local governments for summer internships.  We received 40 

applications and placed 10 students, including 2 at MORPC. As a pilot program, MORPC’s role is to facilitate 

the process and to teach the interns about local planning organizations. MORPC will also assign mentors to 

each intern. There are students available if your community would like to participate.  

 

The State of the Region Luncheon is Thursday, April 2, 2015. Jeffry Tumlin is the Keynote Speaker. To 

accommodate the event, the next Executive Committee meeting is Monday, March 30, 2015.  

 

Last fall a reporter from Taiwan came to Central Ohio to do a story on everything that is going well in the 

region. MORPC was covered on a major Taiwan news network and in a magazine called Rhythms Monthly. 

MORPC’s video was featured on the TV news story.  Mr. Murdock shared the magazine.   

 

Building Committee Update – Derrick Clay  

The Building Committee continues its work evaluating the best future office space needs and options for 

MORPC.  MORPC has approximately three years left on its current lease.  Last year, the Committee evaluated 

a number of options around downtown Columbus, including the possibility of staying in our current facility.  

Part of the Committee’s efforts involved reaching out to several community institutions as potential partners.  

As a result of that outreach, Columbus State Community College (CCSC) recently contracted with MORPC to 

work with a number of public and private partners to facilitate a discussion about the next steps of CCSC’s 

downtown campus master plan.  The Committee is looking forward to this project since CCSC is an important 

community institution for Central Ohio, and also because the process may lead to new office space options for 

MORPC to consider. Mr. Clay will give an update in April or May.    

 

 

 

 



Executive Committee Minutes 

March 5, 2015 

Page 3 

 
Data Site Task Force Update – Nancy Reger 

The Data Site Task Force first met a few weeks ago. The Co-Chairs are Anthony Jones from the City of 

Gahanna and Jung Kim from Columbus 2020. The Task Force reviewed examples of websites around the 

nation to understand the concept they are studying. The next meeting is March 19, 2015. 

 

Nominating Committee Update – Rory McGuiness 

Rory McGuiness presented the nominations from the Nominating Committee. The 2015 Nominating 

Committee members are Rory McGuiness (Chair), Derrick Clay, Bonnie Michael, Chris Bauserman and Nancy 

White. The Nominating Committee met on January 9, 2015 and February 20, 2015 and make the following 

recommendations: 

 

Nominees for Officers for renewed one-year Officer Terms (expires 2016):   

Eric Phillips, Chair   

Matt Greeson, Vice-Chair    

Rory McGuiness, Secretary    

 

Nominees for a new or renewed two-year Executive Committee Terms (expires 2017)  

Tracie Davies (2014) 

Gary Merrell (2015) 

Kim Maggard (2015 

 

Nominees for a renewed one year Executive Committee Terms (expires 2016): 

Joe Stefanov (2008) - Chair of Benefits Committee 

Derrick Clay (2007) - Chair of Building Committee 

Marilyn Brown (2007) - Past Chair 

Eric Phillips (2007) - Officer 

Matt Greeson (2009) - Officer 

 

The nominations will be voted on at the April Commission Meeting. Executive Committee members serving 

their second year of a 2-year term include Karen Angelou, Michael Ebert, Rob Platte, and Rory McGuiness.  

 

Regional Policy Roundtable Update – Laura Koprowski 

Laura Koprowski reported that two new Public Affairs Coordinators will begin later this month in the Public & 

Government Affairs Department. Joe Garrity comes from Ohio Representative Mike Stinziano’s office and 

Bevan Schneck comes from U.S. Representative Steve Stivers’ office.  

 

The state budget must be passed by June 30, 2015. It includes a four percent increase to the local 

government fund. The transportation budget bill must be passed by the end of March 2015. HB 5 will allow 

the State Auditor’s office to conduct business case studies to find efficiencies in local government. It also 

allows the State Auditor’s office to establish a shared service agreement program. 

 

The Columbus Regional Coalition has hired a new federal lobbying firm, Alignment Government Strategies. 

Coalition members are MORPC, City of Columbus, Franklin County, Ohio State University, Columbus Chamber, 

Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, Columbus Regional Airport Authority, COTA and the Columbus 

Partnership. 

 

Sustainability Advisory Committee Update – Kerstin Carr 

Kerstin Carr thanked Commissioner Marilyn Brown for her work in starting the Sustainability Advisory 

Committee and serving as co-chair. At the first of the year, Commissioner Brown stepped down as co-chair of 

the committee. Commissioner Steve Stolte will chair the committee and Jim Schimmer will be vice-chair. The 

committee went through a comprehensive process to draft the Regional Sustainability Agenda. The agenda 

will guide MORPC staff and working groups for the next two years. The agenda is modeled after the Regional 
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Policy Agenda. The draft agenda was included in the meeting packet and will be presented for adoption in 

April. 

 

Proposed Resolution 02-15: “ACCEPTING THE VILLAGE OF SUNBURY (DELAWARE COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF 

THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION” – William Murdock 

Derrick Clay made a motion to approve Resolution 02-15, second by Rob Platte; motion passed.  

 

Proposed Resolution 05-15: “SUPPORTING MORPC AS THE HOST AGENCY OF THE 2016 NATIONAL SAFE 

ROUTES TO SCHOOL CONFERENCE” – William Murdock & Kerstin Carr 

MORPC has a strong partnership with the City of Columbus, ODOT and the local representative of the Safe 

Routes to School National Partnership. All theses partners, along with the National Center for Safe Routes to 

School will help with sponsorships. MORPC has been promoting Safe Routes to School for the past five to six 

years as it fits well with MORPC's work related to pedestrian and bicycle planning, safety planning, and public 

health. Bringing the conference to Columbus will benefit our members' work. Between 600 and 750 people 

are expected to attend the conference over two and a half days. The event budget is $300,000 with 

approximately $100,000 set aside for MORPC staff. Amanda McEldowney will be the staff lead. Over half of 

the budget will be raised through registration fees and the rest through sponsorships. We have asked 

Nationwide Insurance to be a main sponsor and hope to hear back from them by the end of the month. 

Experience Columbus helped write a support letter for the application. MORPC is the entity at risk if 

conference costs cannot be recouped; however, all conferences in the past have made enough money to 

cover the costs. Past conferences had more than 600 people attend and more than 300 hotel rooms booked; 

MORPC has reserved 250 hotel rooms per night. Attendees will include engineers, planners, health 

professionals, and representatives from health organizations, park districts, PTOs, and regional organizations. 

The conference is held every other year; the last conference was in Sacramento, California. Ohio State 

University will be asked to serve on the programming and marketing committee.  

 

Rob Platte made a motion to approve Resolution 05-15, second by Joe Stefanov; motion passed.  

 

Proposed Resolution 03-15: “SUPPORTING U.S. EPA’S PROPOSAL TO STRENGTHEN THE PRIMARY OZONE 

STANDARD” – Brandi Whetstone 

Brandi Whetstone gave a presentation on the U.S. EPA Proposal to Strengthen Ozone Standards. The U.S. EPA 

introduced their proposal at the end of 2014. MORPC began our review process in January 2015. We invited 

input from MORPC committees and stakeholder groups in the region, and solicited public input. According to 

U.S. EPA projections on compliance, most counties in Ohio are expected to comply with a more protective 

ozone standard because of current, “on the books” federal regulatory programs. The Columbus region is 

currently designated non-attainment for ozone but we are on a continual trend of improvement and expect to 

reach attainment for the current 75 parts per billion (ppb).   

 

Marilyn Brown made a motion to approve Resolution 03-15, second by Derrick Clay; motion passed.  

 

Proposed Resolution EC-02-15: “TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT 

WITH AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER FOR APPROXIMATELY $400,000 FOR A COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM” – Brandi Whetstone 

Joe Stefanov made a motion to approve Resolution EC-02-15, second by Karen Angelou; motion passed.  

 

Quarterly Financial Statements – Shawn Hufstedler 

Shawn Hufstedler reviewed the December 2014 Financial Report. While the 2014 financial statements are 

not what we would want them to be, they are as we expected. The agency had an operating loss of 

approximately $282,000 but expenditures were well within budget and appropriations. As expected, the 

overhead and fringe rates were more than expected; they will be recouped in 2016 via the rates established 

in the 2016 Indirect Cost Allocation Plan (ICAP). Adjustments have been made to make the 2015 overhead 

and fringe rates more in line with projected expenditures. Mr. Hufstedler has begun work to set up a 

committee to help explore and establish a reserve fund for MORPC. 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/Mar2015ExComOzone.pdf
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Diversity & Inclusion Work Plan Report – Shawn Hufstedler & Bernice Cage 

Shawn Hufstedler and Bernice Cage reviewed the Diversity & Inclusion Work Plan 2014 Accomplishments and 

2015 Diversity & Inclusion Executive Summary.  MORPC’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee was established a 

few years ago under the leadership of Derrick Clay. The first Diversity & Inclusion Work Plan was created in 

2013. The plan is updated each year to monitor our progress on our diversity and inclusion efforts and to 

determine the areas to focus on in the coming year.   

 

Executive Committee Retreat Next Steps – William Murdock 

Due to time constraints, the Executive Committee Retreat Next Steps will be moved to the April meeting.  

 

insight2050 Update – William Murdock 

 Copies of the insight2050 Phase 1 Executive Summary were provided to committee members. 

 On January 29, 2015 the City of Columbus passed a resolution to recognize and affirm the 

insight2050 initiative as part of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s effort to prepare the 

Central Ohio region for future growth. 
 Proposed Resolution 06-15: “AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO PROCURE AND ENTER INTO 

AN AGREEMENT TO RECEIVE LOCAL FUNDS RELATED TO INSIGHT2050 PHASE II A” 

Joe Stefanov made a motion to approve Resolution 06-15, second by Rob Platte; motion passed. 

 

Draft Commission Agenda 

The Executive Committee reviewed the draft March 12, 2015 Commission Meeting Agenda. 

 

Other Business 

Columbus’ multimodal thoroughfare plan, Connect Columbus, is out for public comment. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Rory McGuiness, Acting Chair 

Executive Committee 

 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/Mar2015ExComDIAccomp.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/Mar2015ExComDIExSum.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/Mar2015ExCominsight2050ES.pdf
http://www.columbus.gov/ConnectColumbus/


 

Memorandum 
 
TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Rory McGuiness, Secretary 

 

DATE: 

 

February 27, 2015 

SUBJECT: Nomination of Executive Committee Members 

 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission Articles of 

Agreement, the Commission will be notified at least five (5) days prior to the Annual 

Meeting as to the nominees for MORPC’s Officers and Executive Committee Team 

members. The Nominating Committee excerpt from the Articles is as follows: 

"At least twenty (20) days prior to the annual meeting, the chair shall appoint the 

Nominating Committee. Said Nominating Committee having been duly appointed 

and confirmed shall, at least ten (10) days prior to the annual meeting of the 

COMMISSION, report the names of the candidates so nominated to the secretary. 

The secretary shall advise each member of the COMMISSION, in writing, at least 

five (5) days prior to the annual meeting as to the nominees so selected. At the 

annual meeting, the chair of the Nominating Committee shall report the names 

so nominated. After this report is presented, nominations from the floor shall be 

invited. Such nominations must be seconded. The secretary then shall prepare 

ballots properly identifying the nominees, said ballots shall be distributed and 

tallied during the annual meeting by a temporary committee appointed for that 

purpose." 

 
The Five Nominating Committee Members are: 

Rory McGuiness-Chair 

Derrick Clay 

Bonnie Michael 

Chris Bauserman 

Nancy White 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS: 

The Nominating Committee convened on January 9, 2015 and February 20, 2015 

and made the following recommendations: 

 

The nominees for Officers for renewed one-year Officer Terms (expires 2016):   

Eric Phillips, Chair   

Matt Greeson, Vice-Chair    

Rory McGuiness, Secretary    
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The nominees for Executive Committee are: 

 

For a new or renewed two-year Executive Committee Terms (expires 2017)  

1.Tracie Davies (2014) 

2.Gary Merrell (2015) 

3.Kim Maggard (2015) 

 

For renewed one year Executive Committee Terms (expires 2016): 

Joe Stefanov (2008) - Chair of Benefits Committee 

Derrick Clay (2007) -  Chair of Building Committee 

Marilyn Brown (2007) - Past Chair 

Eric Phillips (2007) - Officer 

Matt Greeson (2009) - Officer 

 

Reference List of current two-year Executive Committee Terms (expires 2016): 

Karen Angelou (2014) 

Michael Ebert (2014) 

Rob Platte (2014) 

Rory McGuiness (2014) 



 

 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Commissioner Steve Stolte, Union County 

Sustainability Advisory Committee Chair 

 

DATE: 

 

March 25, 2015 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 04-15: "ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015-16 

REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA" 

 

This resolution formally adopts the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s 

(MORPC) 2015-16 Regional Sustainability Agenda. A subcommittee of the 

Sustainability Advisory Committee members collaborated to create an 

inaugural Regional Sustainability Agenda for 2015-16. This document will 

guide the work done in the MORPC Departments of Energy & Air Quality and 

Planning & Environment and within the Materials Management Working 

Group, the Air Quality Working Group, the Greenways and Water Quality 

Working Group, and the Regional Food Council. 

 

This Agenda was modeled after MORPC’s Public Policy Agenda and its goals 

were drawn from the goals and projects of the MORPC working groups and 

MORPC departments. Input was also sought from MORPC members and 

partners in the form of a survey. The survey asked how the communities and 

organizations are currently working on sustainability efforts and what work 

they would like to do and see done in these areas. The responses to the 

survey also fed into the creation of the Agenda.  

 

The Regional Sustainability Agenda was presented and approved at the 

January meeting of the Sustainability Advisory Committee. 

 

The 2015-16 Regional Sustainability Agenda serves as a framework for 

MORPC’s staff and working groups to guide for working towards a more 

sustainable region. It may evolve as important issues and key concerns arise 

throughout the two years. 
 

Attachment:  Resolution 04-15 



RESOLUTION 04-15 

 

“ADOPTION OF MORPC’S 2015-16 REGIONAL SUSTAINABILITY AGENDA” 

 

WHEREAS, members of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) Board and the  

Sustainability Advisory Committee collaborated to create the 2015-16 Regional Sustainability  

Agenda; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Regional Sustainability Agenda’s vision is of a diverse community of local govern-

ments and stakeholders collaborating on environmentally and economically sustainable practices, 

opportunities, and tools that support regional growth and vitality in the Central Ohio region; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015-16 Regional Sustainability Agenda provides a framework for the goals and ob-

jectives for the MORPC working groups; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2015 Public Policy Agenda provides direction to MORPC members and staff in order 

to act in concert with those initiatives; now therefore, 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That it supports and adopts the 2015-16 Regional Sustainability Agenda. 

 

Section 2. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 3.  That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Effective date:  April 9, 2015 

Submitted by:  Steve Stolte, Union County Commissioner, Sustainability Advisory  

    Committee Chair 

Prepared by:   Christina O’Keeffe, Director of Energy and Air Quality, and Kerstin Carr,  

    Director of Planning and Environment 

Authority:   Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date:  April 9, 2015 

Attachment:   2015-16 Regional Sustainability Agenda 
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Vision: A diverse community of local governments and stakeholders collaborating on 
environmentally and economically sustainable practices, opportunities, and tools that support 
regional growth and vitality in the Central Ohio region. 

LEAD:  Opportunities to guide sustainability programs and projects 
Goal 1:  Convene public and private stakeholders to share ideas, best practices, and issues related to 

sustainability programs and projects.  
• Coordinate and host regular working group and Green Pact meetings and other 

educational forums pertaining to sustainability issues, including materials management, 
energy and air quality, local food, trails, and water quality 

• Organize events targeted to elected officials to learn about sustainability best practices 
in other communities across the region 

• Engage and learn from private sector partners that can support regional sustainability 
efforts 

• Advance policies and programs that are both environmental and financially sustainable 

Goal 2:  Gather, report, and work on public policy issues and opportunities related to sustainability 
consistent with the Public Policy Agenda and leadership of the Policy Roundtable.  

• Conserve and enhance our region’s environmental infrastructure of clean water, air, and 
parklands 

• Promote energy efficiency and safe, reliable, and affordable sources of energy for our 
region 

• Advocate for trail development among local officials and communicate the need for trail 
funding with state and local agencies 

• Work with local governments to adopt Complete Streets policies or ordinances 

Goal 3:  Provide valuable educational tools and resources that advance sustainability initiatives.  
• Administer programs that support services on sustainable housing, energy efficiency, air 

quality, transportation, and water quality 
• Gather and report on current environmental data and trends 
• Host, promote, update, and enhance the reach of websites and social media related to 

working groups and MORPC projects related to sustainability 
• Work with regional stakeholders to create and share best practices around sustainability 

initiatives, such as zero waste, energy, and transportation safety 
• Engage the private sector as a partner and economic driver in implementing 

recommendations of the Central Ohio Local Food Assessment and Plan 

Goal 4:  Lead projects and promote sustainability efforts at the local, regional, and state level.  
• Conduct an economic impact study of trails 
• Advance the recommendations of the Regional Energy Action Plan, including financing for 

local energy projects  
• Identify zoning and planning needs for energy infrastructure and air quality 
• Serve as the leading resource on air quality on forecasting, education, and encouraging 

action to reduce emissions 
• Designate 100 miles of Central Ohio streams as water trails 
• Study the impacts of climate change on water through a project called Sustaining Scioto 
• Implement insight2050 phase 2 to provide local planning assistance on development, 

regional energy tools, and transportation projects 
• Create a regional food system through the development of food hubs across the region 
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COLLABORATE:   Opportunities to join forces with likeminded organizations and 
leverage existing programs 

Central Ohio Greenways Trails 

• Further expand the Central Ohio Greenways (COG) program and its membership to include state 
agencies and private stakeholders 

• Collaborate with local governments and other partners to identify areas in need of pedestrian, bicycle, 
and transit connections 

• Assist in developing educational and enforcement programs to increase usage and safety of 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities 

Energy & Air Quality  

• Promote availability and access to alternative transportation options and energy infrastructure that 
reduce energy consumption and air emissions  

• Work with local governments to lead by example on energy and air quality projects and initiatives 
• Connect technical and financial resources with communities, businesses, and residents to understand, 

track, and reduce their energy usage 

Greenways Water Quality 

• Work with the City of Columbus and others on projects to reduce agricultural nutrient run-off 
• Work with local partners to promote continued improvement of water quality through the use of green 

infrastructure, stream restoration, public education, and protection of key landscapes that help 
protect water quality 

• Work with local partners to update county plans as appropriate to include water trails and identification 
of areas for preservation 

Materials Management 

• Utilize the Materials Management Working Group’s expertise to support the needs and interests of 
MORPC members and bring new stakeholders into the group 

• Work with regional stakeholders and local governments to promote recycling resources  
• Explore opportunities to increase organic waste diversion efforts in Central Ohio 

Regional Food System 

• Increase farm-to-school programs and other opportunities for institutions to procure local food 
• Find ways to increase the meat-processing capacity in the region 
• Collaborate with Materials Management on organic waste diversion 

 

SUPPORT:  Opportunities to assist with other sustainability efforts 
• Support partners working on other sustainability efforts by serving as subject matter experts on 

committees, steering groups, etc. 
• Support partner organizations’ outreach initiatives and programs  




