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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure Federal Funding for 
Regional Projects

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced that $500 million will be 
made available for transportation projects this year under a seventh round of the 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive 
grant program. TIGER grants fund capital investments in surface transportation 
infrastructure and are awarded on a competitive basis to projects that have 
a significant impact on the nation, a region, or a metropolitan area. The pre-
application deadline is 11:59 p.m. ET on May 4. The final application deadline 
is 11:59 p.m. ET on June 5. 

Explore Possibility of Local 
Governments Passing 
Legislation to Increase Fees 
for Funding Infrastructure

HB64, the state’s biennial operating budget bill, provides for modest growth in 
the local government fund (LGF). The LGF increase is due to an overall increase 
in the state’s projected revenue.

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation 
on Transportation Issues

The Highway Trust Fund will probably have enough money to fund transportation 
programs through late July or early August, two months later than initially 
thought, according to Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx. But Foxx said the 
fund would have to start implementing cash management procedures in mid-
July. Funding was initially expected to run out around the end of May, when the 
current reauthorization expires.

Promote Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation, as 
Well as Renewable and 
Alternative Energy

MORPC continues to monitor the Energy Mandates Study Committee that came 
out of SB310. The House and Senate have appointed their members to the study 
committee, which met twice so far in 2015.

MORPC is reviewing and supporting HB 72 (Energy Improvement Districts) that 
authorizes port authorities to create energy special improvement districts (E-SID). 
MORPC team members will be meeting with the bill’s sponsor (Rep. Conditt) to 
discuss the legislation in more detail. The districts will develop and implement 
plans for special energy improvement projects and to alter the law governing 
such districts that are governed by a nonprofit corporation. Several Central 
Ohio communities have been meeting to discuss utilizing this tool to enhance 
commercial properties and hopefully residential properties down the road. 

Explore Possibility of 
Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government 
License Plate Fees for 
Funding Infrastructure

Along with statewide associations representing local governments, MORPC has 
tried to insert provisions increasing the cap on license fees in the transportation 
budget (HB53) and the operating budget (Sub.HB64). A task force will be formed 
to provide more focus on this issue.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.gov/tiger
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
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Sub.HB53 – FY2016-2017 Transportation Budget
On April 1, 2015, Governor Kasich signed the biennial transportation budget. Here are some highlights in the bill:

»» Authorizes ODOT to enter into an agreement with the federal government permitting ODOT to perform 
environmental clearance functions typically handled by the Federal Highway Administration

»» Transit funding was increased by $1,000,000 a year.
»» Creates a Joint Legislative Task Force on Department of Transportation Issues.
»» ODOT will see an increase of nearly $60 million a year into its safety fund because some commercial vehicle 

registration taxes will now be deposited into it.
»» Increases the dollar limit under a design-build contract that a county engineer may enter into from $1.5 

million to $5 million.
»» Requires ODOT to build five to eight bridges using the 100-year service life design standard.
»» Permits the General Assembly to create a Transportation Oversight Committee on Rural Busing.
»» You will be able to pay your vehicle registration taxes and fees by credit card.
»» The regulations on probationary drivers licenses are being reformed to generally prohibit the holders of those 

licenses from driving late at night.
»» Increases the amount of grant-related projects that can be funded through the State Capital Improvement 

Program by lowering the percentage of projects that must be funded through loans from 20 to 15 percent.
»» Eliminates the mandate that a minimum level of state vehicles use E85 fuel.
»» Requires ODOT to add a signs for freeways with three or more lanes of traffic heading in one direction that 

say “Keep Right Except to Pass.”
»» Requires ODOT to develop metrics that allow the comparison of transportation modes.
»» Codifies ODOT’s Ohio Bridge Partnership Program
»» Provides the Director of ODOT with more leeway to waive the local matches of highway projects
»» Expands the weight limit currently applicable to vehicles fueled by compressed natural gas so that it includes 

vehicles funded by liquefied natural gas
»» Most employees of state and local governments can now also be employed at Ohio Casinos
»» There were some ideas that were temporarily a part of the bill that did not survive in the final version of the bill:
»» The abolition of the Ohio Rail Development Commission
»» Increasing the speed limit to 75 miles an hour on some portions of Ohio’s highways
»» Creating the offense of distracted driving
»» Prohibiting drivers from driving in the left-most lane on highways of three lanes or more unless they are 

passing
»» Authorizing a Construction Manager General Contractor pilot project

State Operating Budget
In February, Governor John Kasich launched the third state budget of his career, proposing another $523 million in tax 
cuts for Ohioans.  The tax provisions in the state’s 2,783-page biennial budget bill, HB64 (Smith R), include eliminating 
income tax on small businesses, a 23 percent income tax cut for personal income tax rates, and an increase in the 
personal exemption for low- and middle-income Ohioans. The budget also includes a sales tax increase from 5.75 
percent 6.25 percent to further Kasich’s intention to shift the state’s tax system from income to consumption, an 
expansion of services that would be subject to sales tax, an increase in the severance tax from 4.5 to 6.5 percent in 
certain cases, an increase in the Commercial Activity Tax (CAT) and an increase in the cigarette and other tobacco 
products taxes.  

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
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The budget also includes several proposals to address college affordability by use of tuition caps, student debt relief, 
higher education cost reductions and competency-based testing.

Proposed reforms in healthcare include premiums for Medicaid recipients over the Federal Poverty Line similar to 
those charged on the Federal healthcare exchange, non-renewal of a temporary hospital rate increase provided by 
Ohio Medicaid during difficult financial times, expanding oversight of the home health care system, higher investments 
in programs for developmentally disabled citizens and those with mental health challenges.

A summary of the proposed tax cuts and increase include:

Tax Cuts
»» 23% across-the-board reduction in income tax rates (top rate down from 5.33% to 4.1%)
»» Small business owners will pay no income tax (on business income) if they have gross receipts of under 

$2 million
»» Businesses with gross receipts of under $2 million will pay a flat $150 in Commercial Activity Tax (CAT)
»» Existing 50% reduction on up to $250,000 made permanent for other business owners (75% for 2014 only)

Tax Increases
»» Commercial Activity Tax (CAT) rate increase from .26 to .32
»» Sales tax rate increase from 5.75 to 6.25% 
»» Sales tax vendor discount capped at $1,000 per month
»» Sales tax base broadened to other services (listed below)
»» Means testing tax credits and exemptions for retired taxpayers earning over $100,000 (Social Security 

deduction, senior and retirement income credits)
»» Increased personal exemption for taxpayers earning under $80,000
»» Sales tax exemption for car and boat trade-ins reduced 50%
»» Oil and gas severance tax increase to 6.5% at wellhead, 4.5% for sales downstream

Proposed higher education reforms include:

College Affordability:  
»» Keeping tuition down by restricting 2- and 4-year schools to raise tuition by no more than 2% next year 

and 0% in 2017
»» College Debt:   Average graduate owes $29,000; $120M debt relief fund with details to be finalized 

throughout the budget process with the higher education community with a priority on low income, in-
demand jobs and those who work in Ohio for 5 years after graduation

»» Assembles a 9-member Task Force on Affordability and Efficiency consisting of college administrators
»» Competency-based credit for limited number of courses

MORPC submitted interested party written testimony on amending the proposed Service Station Cleanup Fund to 
expand its scope to better meet local governments’ needs and opportunities as well as suggested adjusting the 
amount of grant awards to better fit expected project costs.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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State + National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), the unemployment rate was unchanged 
between January and February at 5.1 percent, and the official numbers show the state going from 5,383,900 jobs in 
January to 5,387,200 in February. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 126,000 in 
March, and the unemployment rate was unchanged at 5.5 percent. Employment continued to trend up in professional 
and business services, health care, and retail trade, while mining lost jobs.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

HB100 (Vehicle Weight Limits)
On March 4, Representatives Marilyn Slaby and Bill Patmon co-sponsored HB100, legislation to require that a vehicle 
with a gross vehicle weight rating or an actual gross vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds be driven only in 
either of the two right-hand lanes of a freeway with three lanes of travel in the same direction, except in limited 
circumstances.

HB130 (Public Records-Data Board)
On March 24, Representatives Christina Hagan and Mike Duffey co-sponsored HB130. The bill would create the 
DataOhio Board, specify requirements for posting public records online, require the Auditor of State to adopt rules 
regarding a uniform accounting system for public offices, establish an online catalog of public data at data.Ohio.gov, 
establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and make an appropriation.

HCR7 (Tax Exempt Municipal Bonds)
On March 4, Representative Robert Sqrague introduced HCR7, to urge the President and the Congress of the United 
States to preserve the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds.

HCR9 (Sustainable Energy-Abundance Plan)
On March 4, Representatives Nan Baker and Terry Boose co-sponsored HCR 9, seeking to establish a sustainable 
energy-abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and environmentally 
friendly energy.

SB95 (Outdoor Refreshment Areas-Container Law)
On March 3, Senators Bill Seitz and Cecil Thomas co-sponsored SB95, legislation to allow municipal corporations 
and townships with a population of more than 35,000 to create outdoor refreshment areas, to exempt persons within 
such an area from the open container law, to create the Outdoor Refreshment Area Study Committee, and to declare 
an emergency.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA131-HB-100
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-7
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-9
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-95
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 3/24/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House Local Government, (Fifth Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/17/2015 - BILL AMENDED, House Local Government, (Fourth Hearing); 3/10/2015 - 
BILL AMENDED, House Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB12 TIF-INCENTIVE DISTRICTS (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To establish a procedure by which political 
subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to 
the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before creating the district, and 
to permit such owners, under specific conditions, to exclude their parcels from the incentive district 
by submitting a written response.
Current Status: 3/17/2015 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means; 1/28/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-12

HB13 POLICE-FIRE LEVY REVENUE (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To require reimbursement of police and fire 
levy revenue foregone because of the creation of a tax increment financing incentive district.
Current Status: 3/17/2015 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 1/28/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means; 1/28/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-13

HB32 AIRCRAFT-MOTOR FUEL EXCISE TAX (PERALES R) To subject the receipt of motor fuel used to operate 
aircraft to the motor fuel excise taxes rather than the sales and use taxes and to require a percentage 
of motor fuel excise tax revenue to be used for airport improvements.
Current Status: 2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 2/3/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-32

HB42 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND (GERBERRY R, CERA J) To require that, for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, the Local Government Fund must receive the same proportion of state tax revenue that 
the Fund received in fiscal year 2005.
Current Status: 2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee House Finance
Recent Status: 2/10/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-42

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M, DEVER J) To require the Treasurer of State to 
establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 3/18/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House State Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing); 2/25/2015 - House State 
Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-12
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-13
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-32
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-42
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46
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HB53 ILLEGAL ALIEN HOUSING AGREEMENTS (ADAMS J, RETHERFORD W) To prohibit state agencies from 
entering into an agreement with the federal government to provide temporary housing for aliens who 
are not legally present in the United States.
Current Status: 4/1/2015 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective in 90 days
Recent Status: 3/26/2015 - Consideration of Conference Committee Report; House Accepts Conference 
Committee Report, Vote 82-13; 3/25/2015 - Consideration of Conference Committee Report; Senate 
Accepts Conference Committee Report, Vote 33-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 3/17/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/3/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing); 2/17/2015 - House Commerce 
and Labor, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 
2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state 
programs.
Current Status: 3/26/2015 - House Finance, (Seventh Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/25/2015 - House Finance, (Sixth Hearing); 3/24/2015 - House Finance, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64

HB72 ENERGY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (CONDITT M) To authorize port authorities to create energy 
special improvement districts for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy 
improvement projects and to alter the law governing such districts that are governed by a nonprofit 
corporation.
Current Status: 3/18/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/11/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing); 3/4/2015 - House Public Utilities, 
(First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72

HB82 RIGHT-OF-WAY PENALTIES INCREASE (BEAGLE B) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the 
right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located 
within a school zone.
Current Status: 3/18/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House State Government; 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82

HB84 MUNICIPAL TAX-CIVIL ACTIONS (SPRAGUE R, SWEENEY M) To require civil actions by taxpayers related 
to municipal income taxes be brought against the municipal corporation imposing the tax rather than 
the municipal corporation’s tax administrator.
Current Status: 3/24/2015 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means; 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-84

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53
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https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82
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HB86 DISTRACTED DRIVING (GROSSMAN C) To create the offense of “distracted driving” and to limit its 
application and prosecution to persons who also commit a moving violation or a vehicular homicide 
offense at the same time as the distracted driving offense.
Current Status: 33/26/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs 
and Public Safety, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public 
Safety; 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-86

HB88 ELECTRONIC DEVICES-DRIVING (SHEEHY M) To prohibit the use of an electronic wireless communications 
device while operating a vehicle in a school zone during hours when children are present outside or 
in a construction zone during hours of actual work, to specify that the offenses related to the use of a 
handheld electronic wireless communications device while driving apply to the operation of all vehicles 
rather than all motor vehicles as under current law, and to make driving a vehicle while using a handheld 
electronic wireless communications device to write, send, or read a text-based communication a primary 
rather than secondary traffic offense.
Current Status: 3/26/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public 
Safety; 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-88

HB100 (SLABY M, PATMON B) To require that a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating or an actual gross 
vehicle weight of more than 10,000 pounds be driven only in either of the two right-hand lanes of a 
freeway with three lanes of travel in the same direction, except in limited circumstances.
Current Status: 3/24/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/17/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (First Hearing); 3/10/2015 - Referred 
to Committee House Transportation and Infrastructure
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-100

HB130 (HAGAN C, DUFFEY M) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify requirements for posting public records 
online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding a uniform accounting system for public 
offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government 
Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 3/24/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130

HCR7 TAX EXEMPT MUNICIPAL BONDS (SPRAGUE R) To urge the President and the Congress of the United 
States to preserve the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds.
Current Status: 3/17/2015 - House Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government; 3/4/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-7

HCR9 SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-ABUNDANCE PLAN (BAKER N, BOOSE T) To establish a sustainable energy-
abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and environmentally 
friendly energy.
Current Status: 3/25/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/18/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing); 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-9

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB16 WATERSHEDS-FERTILIZER APPLICATION (BROWN E) To require applicators of fertilizer or manure to 
comply with specified requirements and to authorize the Director of Environmental Protection to study 
and calculate nutrient loading to Ohio watersheds from point and nonpoint sources.
Current Status: 2/10/2015 - Senate Agriculture, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Agriculture
 2/2/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-16

SB22 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND-ALLOCATION INCREASE (TAVARES C) To increase monthly allocations to 
the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.68% of the total tax revenue credited to the GRF each month.
Current Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
Recent Status: 2/2/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-22

SB23 OHIO COMMUNITY-POLICE RELATIONS COMMISSION (THOMAS C) To establish the Ohio Community-
Police Relations Commission to investigate the condition of community-police relations and review the 
use of force by law enforcement officers, to set the rate of reimbursement to public appointing authorities 
for the cost of continuing professional training for its law enforcement officers and require training 
in community-focused de-escalation techniques, mental health and special condition response, and 
cultural sensitivity, to require law enforcement agencies to use traffic tickets and if used, investigatory 
stop forms that provide for the recording of the race of the traffic offender or individual stopped or 
questioned, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government
 2/2/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-23

SB48 BICYCLE HELMET REQUIREMENT (SKINDELL M) To require bicycle operators and passengers under 
18 years of age to wear protective helmets when the bicycle is operated on a roadway and to establish 
the Bicycle Safety Fund to be used by the Department of Public Safety to assist low-income families in 
the purchase of bicycle helmets.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor
Recent Status: 2/11/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-48

SB52 AIRCRAFT FUEL EXCISE TAX (BEAGLE B) To subject the receipt of motor fuel used to operate aircraft 
to the motor fuel excise taxes rather than the sales and use taxes and to require a percentage of motor 
fuel excise tax revenue to be used for airport improvements.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means
Recent Status: 2/11/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-52

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB57 TOWNSHIP ROAD REGULATION (EKLUND J) To authorize counties to adopt resolutions regulating motor 
vehicle traffic on county and township roads.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government
 2/17/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-57

SB75 AGRITOURISM-ZONING (JONES S, PETERSON B) To limit the authority of a board of county commissioners 
or board of township trustees to prohibit agritourism through zoning, to apply current agricultural use 
valuation to land used for agritourism for property tax purposes, and to establish immunity in a civil 
action for agritourism providers.
Current Status: 3/18/2015 - Senate Civil Justice, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Civil Justice; 2/23/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-75

SB95 OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREAS-CONTAINER LAW (SEITZ B, THOMAS C) To allow municipal corporations 
and townships with a population of more than 35,000 to create outdoor refreshment areas, to exempt 
persons within such an area from the open container law, to create the Outdoor Refreshment Area 
Study Committee, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 3/24/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/17/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Second Hearing); 3/10/2015 - Senate 
State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-95

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
2015 Air Quality Alert Season
April 1 marked the start of “air quality alert season” as the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) 
begins collecting ozone pollution data. MORPC is part of a network of agencies across the country that issues 
daily air quality forecasts and notifies the public when ozone and particle pollution levels are considered to be 
unhealthy for sensitive groups of people. According to Ohio EPA, there are 49 ozone monitors operating statewide 
that contribute data to Ohio EPA’s ambient air monitoring network. Seven of those are in the central Ohio area.  

Same-Sex Marriage
On March 27, Attorney General Mike DeWine submitted Ohio’s defense of its 2004 constitutional amendment limiting 
marriage to opposite-sex couples to the U.S. Supreme Court, which is considering the constitutionality of same-sex 
marriage bans in four states. Oral arguments are scheduled for April 28.
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STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
Military Affairs
On March 30, Governor John R. Kasich swore in Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman as adjutant general of the Ohio 
National Guard.  Bartman  had been named interim adjutant general on Jan. 9, 2015, replacing Maj. Gen. 
Deborah Ashenhurst following her departure to assume duties at the National Guard Bureau in Washington.

2016-2019 State Transportation Improvement Plan
The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) for 2016 to 2019 is 
now available for review. According to the department, the STIP identifies the multi-modal transportation improvement 
projects that are scheduled for some phase of implementation throughout the state over the next four years. 

Marijuana Use Constitutional Amendment
The Ohio Ballot Board unanimously approved a proposed constitutional amendment to legalize marijuana for 
recreational and medical use but limiting grow sites to 10 locations in the state, certifying it as one amendment and 
allowing backers to begin collecting signatures. Of the 10 grow sites, three are located in Central Ohio: Franklin, 
Delaware and Licking counties. Lydia Bolander, a spokeswoman for ResponsibleOhio, said the group is aiming to 
get the issue on the November ballot, rather than waiting for next year.

Federal
Energy Efficiency Legislation Passes Senate
The Energy Efficiency Improvement Act of 2015, S.128, legislation authored by U.S. Senators Rob Portman (R-OH) 
and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) passed the U.S. Senate on March 27, 2015. The bill contains “key energy efficiency 
provisions that will strengthen the economy and reduce pollution,” according to Portman’s office. His office said 
the provisions in the bill come from HR2126, which passed the U.S. House of Representatives with “overwhelming” 
support last Congress.

Transportation Reauthorization Set to Expire
In late March, the Obama Administration sent a six year, $478 billion highway bill to Congress as lawmakers face 
a May 31 deadline to renew federal infrastructure spending. The measure is an update of the Grow America Act, a 
transportation bill that the administration previously sent to Congress, though it was largely ignored for a temporary 
extension of highway spending that is set to expire in the spring. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx urged 
Congress to begin working with the legislation when they return from their Easter recess, arguing that the proposal 
would provide for six years of funding certainty, increased infrastructure investment, and policies ensuring that 
taxpayers will directly see the value of their dollars in local transportation projects.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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