
 

 

NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

COMMISSION MEETING 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

111 LIBERTY STREET, SUITE 100 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

SCIOTO CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

Thursday, July 9, 2015, 1:30 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 

 

1:30 p.m. 1. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

1:31 p.m. 2. Welcome and Introductions – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 

1:35 p.m. 3. Community Leader Spotlight: Ohio Treasurer Josh Mandel 

 

1:40 p.m. 4. Consent Agenda 

a. Approval of June 11, 2015 Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

1:41 p.m. 5. Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive 

Director 

 Quarterly Membership Report – Eileen Leuby, MORPC 

Membership Services Coordinator 

 

1:50 p.m. 6. Proposed Resolution 11-15: “ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR USE 

IN ASSESSING MEMBERS IN 2016” – Shawn Hufstedler, MORPC 

Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

 

 Committees 

 

 7. Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

1:55 p.m. a. Call to Order – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

1:56 p.m. b. Metropolitan Planning Organization Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

o Draft 2015 Transportation Public Involvement Plan 

 Planning & Environment – Kerstin Carr, Director 

 Energy & Air Quality – Christina O’Keeffe, Director 

 

1:58 p.m. c. Consent Agenda 

 Approval of June 11, 2015 Transportation Policy Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 Proposed Resolution T-13-15: "AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL 

YEAR (SFY) 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM" 
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  Proposed Resolution T-14-15: "ADOPTING THE FEDERAL 

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM IN THE MORPC TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AREA"  

 

2:00 p.m. d. Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

 MTP Candidate Projects and Update – Nancy Reger, MORPC 

Regional Data & Mapping Director and Thea Walsh, MORPC 

Transportation Systems & Funding Director 

 

2:10 p.m. e. Adjourn Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC 

Chair 

 

2:11 p.m. 8. Motion to Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

 

2:12 p.m. 9. Data Site Task Force – Anthony Jones, Co-Chair 

 

2:15 p.m. 10. Sustainability Advisory Committee – Steve Stolte, Sustainability 

Advisory Council Chair 

a. Impact of Trails Study – Kerstin Carr, MORPC Planning & 

Environment Director 

 

2:25 p.m. 11. Regional Policy Roundtable – Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Regional 

Policy Roundtable Chair 

a. Legislative Update – Steve Tugend, Kegler Hill Brown & Ritter 

and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & Government Affairs 

Director 

b. Review and Discussion of Legislation in Response to the U.S. 

EPA’s Waters of the United States (WOTUS) Final Rule 

 

2:55 p.m. 12. Other Business 

 

3:00 p.m. 13. Adjourn – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY SHARI SAUNDERS AT 614-233-4169 OR ssaunders@morpc.org  
IF YOU REQUIRE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 

 
 

The next Commission Meeting is 
Thursday, September 10, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 
MORPC's parking lot is accessible via Front Street, Liberty Street, or Short Street.  
Please be sure to park in a MORPC visitor space or in a space marked with an “M”. 
Handicapped parking is available at the side of MORPC’s building. MORPC is 
accessible by C-Bus. 

mailto:ssaunders@morpc.org
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Thursday, June 11, 2015 

1:30 p.m. 

 

Commission Members 

Karen Angelou 

Trudy Bartley 

Randy Bowman 

Andrew Brush 

Ron Bullard 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher 

Derrick Clay 

Ben Collins 

Mike Compton 

Karl Craven 

Tracie Davies 

Michael Ebert 

Matt Greeson 

Bill Habig 

Dan Havener 

Tom Homan 

Jenna Jackson 

Erik Janas 

Larry Jenkins 

Steve Kennedy 

Benjamin King 

Bill LaFayette 

Rich Lehmuth 

Greg Lestini 

Kim Maggard 

Rory McGuiness 

Bonnie Michael 

Erin Miller 

Ellen Moss Williams 

Robert Myers 

Victor Paini 

Vince Papsidero 

Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Michael Schadek 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

Mike Sherman for Dean Ringle 

David Simmons 

Ike Stage 

Ted Staton 

Joe Stefanov 

Steve Stolte 

Scott Tourville 

Cristina Villacinda-Farr 

Nancy White

 

Associate Members 

Tom Goodney  

 

Policy Committee Members 

Mike Maleski 

David Paul 

Thom Slack 

Curtis Stitt 

 

Staff 

Bernice Cage 

Jacob Boehk 

Amelia Costanzo 

Mark Crosten 

Evelyn Ebert 

Daniel Eisenberg 

Joe Garrity 

Nick Gill 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Ciel Klein 

Laura Koprowski 

William Murdock 

Deborah Murphy 

Christina O’Keeffe 

Rob Powell 

Nancy Reger 

Shari Saunders 

Maria Schaper 

Bevan Schneck 

Sandy Sechang 

Maggie Walsh 

Thea Walsh 

Nick Warren 

Brandi Whetstone 

 

Guests 

Dan Alrick, Sonoma Technologies 

Conner Downard, Violet Township 

Jeremy Druhot, Delaware County 

Max Mauerman, Union County 

Clyde Seidle, City of Hilliard 

Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter 

 

 

 

Chair Eric Phillips called the Commission Meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance. 
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Welcome and Introductions – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair 

Chair Phillips congratulated the City of Whitehall and Mayor Kim Maggard for receiving the 2015 Charles B. 

Jenkins Legacy Award. The honor, given by Employment for Seniors, is in recognition of Whitehall’s efforts to 

make a significant impact on the quality of life for seniors in Central Ohio.  

 

Chair Phillips introduced summer interns from two internship programs. Jacob Boehk, Rachael Beeman, and 

Sandy Sechang are with The Ohio State City & Regional Planning Program working at MORPC. Participants in 

the MORPC Local Government Internship Program are Maggie Walsh (MORPC), Max Mauerman (Union 

County), Jeremy Druhot (Delaware  County), and Conner Downard, (Violet Township).  

 

Community Leader Spotlight: OhioHealth HOOFit Program – Richard Lehmuth, OhioHealth Strategy 

Development and Deployment Vice President 

OhioHealth is in the health care, not sick care, business. The more you walk, the better your chance of not 

getting a vascular disease. OhioHealth and the Columbus Zoo partnered together to create the HOOFit 

Program. A dozen organized zoo walks are scheduled each year. Groups of 20 are led on a guided walk 

through one of the zoo’s six districts. Guides teach about human and animal health and wellness during the 

walk.  

 

Consent Agenda 

Joe Stefanov made a motion to approve the consent agenda, second by Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher; motion 

passed.   

 

Proposed Resolution 09-15: “ACCEPTING GREENFIELD TOWNSHIP (FAIRFIELD COUNTY) AS A MEMBER OF THE 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (MORPC)” – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

Rob Platte made a motion to approve Resolution 09-15, second by Bonnie Michael; motion passed.  

 

Executive Director’s Report – William Murdock, MORPC Executive Director 

William Murdock reported that at the end of the summer MORPC team members will evaluate the pilot 

summer intern programs based on how it went for the communities and the students. MORPC is looking for 

communities that are interested in helping shape the programs as we go forward. The goal is to have next 

year’s programs proposed and ready to go in the fall.  

 

William Murdock commended MORPC’s Finance Team for receiving an unmodified opinion (a clean report) for 

the 2014 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). This audit covered the time period during MORPC’s 

reorganization and occurred in the midst of the accounting system conversion. 

 

The recommended 2016 member dues will be an agenda item next month and will follow the 5-year dues plan 

adopted in 2012. Actual dues rates are approved each year. The 5-year dues plan will be re-evaluated 

pending outcomes of the Investment and Reserve Committee. The potential Regional Transportation Planning 

Organization (also known as Rural Transportation Planning Organization) may add another layer to the plan.  

 

Mr. Murdock attended the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) Annual Conference & Exhibition 

in Raleigh, North Carolina, June 7-10, 2015. U.S. Transportation Secretary Foxx spoke at the conference. He is 

tuned in to many of our concerns. Secretary Foxx’s read on the climate change in Washington regarding a long 

range transportation plan is not optimistic.  NARC has a new Executive Director this year who has led NARC to 

make intentional connections with NADO and NACO in an effort to focus on counties and cities development. 

NARC has two governing boards, one made of elected officials and the other of those serving in positions like 

Mr. Murdock. If you are interested in connecting with NARC, MORPC will help. 

 
Outreach efforts continue with insight2050. On August 27, 2015, ULI Columbus and MORPC will host a Real 

Estate School: Best Practices in Redeveloping Aging Commercial Strip Centers. The event will be at MORPC, 8-

11:30 a.m. Later that day, in partnership with BIA, MORPC is working with EMH&T to host an event for builders 

and architects in Central Ohio regarding the implications of insight2050 for the building and construction 

http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/03%20-%20OhioHealth%20Hoof%20It.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/03%20-%20OhioHealth%20Hoof%20It.pdf
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industry. MORPC is hiring another employee to help with insight2050, Phase 2a. Two areas of focus are 

emerging in Phase 2a that relate to aging and cultural arts and community groups.  

 

MORPC’s annual Summit on Sustainability is Friday, October 2, 2015 at the Hilton Columbus Downtown. This 

year the summit has broadened its focus to include policy and transportation. Nominations for the Green 

Region Awards that are presented at the Summit are open until Tuesday, June 30, 2015 at 

www.morpc.org/summit. An information sheet on the 2015 Green Region Awards was provided. 

 

MORPC will hold a Regional Education Forum on grant writing and funding on Tuesday, June 23, 2015, 9-11 

a.m. Michael Wilkos with Columbus Foundation will discuss best practices of grant writing. Presentations will 

be given regarding available funding sources.  

 

Committees 

 

Data Site Task Force – Nancy Reger, MORPC Regional Data & Mapping Director 

The Data Site Task Force had presentations about best practices for a governance structure of an ongoing 

data group at their May 21, 2015 meeting. The Task Force will brainstorm concepts about representation, 

roles and responsibilities of a formalized regional data group at the June 18, 2015 meeting.  

 

Regional Policy Roundtable – Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, Roundtable Chair 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher reported that the License Plate Task Force met twice and will send a community 

survey this summer. There will be an open seat on the Roundtable later this summer. Send replacement 

recommendations to Ms. Chinnici-Zuercher or William Murdock. The next Regional Policy Roundtable meeting 

is July 21, 2015 

 

 Legislative Update – Steve Tugend, Kegler Brown Hill & Ritter and Laura Koprowski, MORPC Public & 

Government Affairs Director 
Steve Tugend and Laura Koprowski gave the legislative update and highlighted the following issues: 

o Federal transportation reauthorization 

o HB 64 – State biennial budget 

 

Ike Stage made a motion, second by Karen Angelou, that MORPC send a letter to the State Legislature 

expressing support to allocate the Local Government Fund as it was prior to the introduction of House Bill 

64. After discussion, Ike Stage withdrew his motion and Karen Angelou agreed to the withdrawal. 

 

Ike Stage made a motion, second by Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher, to allow Steve Tugend to draft a letter on 

behalf of MORPC, to be reviewed and approved by the Executive Committee, supporting the restoration of 

the local government fund and objecting to the process of adding a last minute change rather than being 

considered through a more deliberate process of research and testimony. Motion passed with one in 

opposition (Steve Kennedy) and one abstention (Greg Lestini). MORPC team members will confer with the 

Ohio Municipal League and County Commissioner’s Association of Ohio before drafting the letter. 

 

Testimony given by MORPC at the Statehouse is available on MORPC’s website.  

 

MORPC is asking the Greenways & Water Quality Working Group, the Sustainability Advisory Committee, and 

the Regional Policy Roundtable for their input on the Waters of the United States (WOTUS) Rule in the 

Federal Water Quality Protection Act. National associations are opposing this act. Legislation has been 

introduced in the House and Senate overriding the WOTUS rule. 

 

See the June 2015 Legislative Update for other legislative news. 

 

 

 

http://www.morpc.org/summit
http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/calendar/signature-events/summit-on-sustainability-the-environment/awards/index
http://www.morpc.org/government-affairs/regional-policy-roundtable/index
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015-06-MORPC-Legislative-Update-.pdf
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Sustainability Advisory Committee Update – Steve Stolte, Sustainability Advisory Committee Chair 

Steve Stolte reported that MORPC is now accepting nominations for the 2015 Green Region Awards that will 

be presented at the Summit on Sustainability on Friday, October 2, 2015 at the Hilton Columbus Downtown. 

Nominations can be submitted at www.morpc.org/summit.  

 

Recently, MORPC concluded the Materials + Economy + Energy + Environment (ME3) program which is a U.S. 

EPA funded program to help manufacturing companies save money and reduce their environmental footprint. 

The ME3 Report provides information about the overall program outcomes. MORPC facilitated low-cost 

technical services for 14 manufacturers to deliver energy, lean, and environmental assessments to 

participating companies. The program resulted in more than $800,000 in financial savings for companies as 

well as reductions in energy usage, CO2 emissions, water consumption and waste sent to the landfill. MORPC 

is exploring additional tools and resources for these manufacturers to continue cost-saving projects, such as 

PACE. The final report and case study, featuring Momentive Performance Materials, are both available at 

www.morpc.org/me3. 

 

Christina O’Keeffe shared MORPC’s June air quality media strategies: 

 William Murdock appearing on ABC6’s Good Day MarketPlace on Thursday, June 11, 2015 

 Running public service announcements (PSAs) on ABC 6 featuring Marshall McPeek 

 Four-week digital ad campaign with Dispatch Media Group  

 

Ms. O’Keeffe introduced MORPC Air Quality Team Members Brandi Whetstone and Evelyn Ebert. 

 

 Ozone in Central Ohio: Past, Present, Future – Christina O’Keeffe, MORPC Energy & Air Quality Directory and 

Dan Alrick, Sonoma Technology, Inc. Meteorologist & Project Manager 

Ms. O’Keeffe introduced Dan Alrick from Sonoma Technology Inc. (STI). STI has been providing air quality 

forecasts for MORPC since 2001. Mr. Alrick gave a presentation on Ozone in Central Ohio; Past, Present, 

Future. The number of high ozone days has steadily decreased over the past 20 years, with zero such days 

in 2014. The long-term decrease in high ozone days is attributable to reductions in pollution emissions.  

 

Transportation Policy Committee – Eric Phillips, MORPC Chair  

Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Session to order at 2:45 p.m. The session 

adjourned at 3:10 p.m. Separate minutes are attached. 

 

Approve Actions of the Transportation Policy Committee 

Kim Maggard made a motion to approve the actions of the Transportation Policy Committee, a second was 

made; motion passed. 

 

The Commission Meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  

http://www.morpc.org/summit
http://morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/forms/5.4.15MORPC_ME3_Report_Final.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/me3
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015JuneCommOzone.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015JuneCommOzone.pdf
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MORPC Monthly Agency Report 

June 2015 

 
Public & Government Affairs  

Laura Koprowski – lkoprowski@morpc.org 

 

Government Affairs 

The Regional Policy Roundtable and Sustainability Advisory Committee jointly held a conference call 

on June 29, 2015 with its members to discuss differing viewpoints and learn more about the federal 

Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule and related Congressional legislation (HR 1732 and SB 

1140). According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the goal of the WOTUS rule is to 

simplify the permit review process and protect water quality by clarifying which waters are protected 

under the federal Clean Water Act. The final WOTUS rule was published in the Federal Register on 

June 29, 2015 and is expected to be implemented on August 28, 2015. Also on June 29, 2015 Ohio 

Attorney General Mike DeWine filed a lawsuit against the Army Corps of Engineers and U.S. EPA over 

WOTUS. A summary of the MORPC conference call discussion and possible next steps will be 

discussed at the July Executive Committee meeting.  

 

MORPC’s License Plate Task Force held its second meeting on June 11, 2015. The Task Force 

reviewed additional data that MORPC team members collected in regards to local funding for 

transportation infrastructure. Additional advocacy and communication strategies were also 

discussed. Given the current focus on the state budget by legislators, it was decided the group would 

reconvene in late summer or early fall. 

 

Public & Government Affairs team members along with Kegler, Brown Hill & Ritter participated in 

meetings with our state legislative delegation to discuss the 2015 Public Policy Agenda and other 

top advocacy efforts. Meetings took place with Senator Balderson and Representatives Hood, 

Leland, Stinziano and Vitale. 

 

The team members presented a legislative briefing on state and federal issues to the Mid-Ohio 

Finance Administrators (MOFA) Group. 

 

Team members attended Greater Ohio’s 2015 Summit on Restoring Neighborhoods, Strengthening 

Economies. This Summit brought together national experts, state policymakers, and local leaders 

from all sectors to discuss new strategies for transforming Ohio’s cities and regions and making Ohio 

economically competitive in the 21st century. The Summit featured cutting-edge tools and practices, 

effective partnerships, and policy solutions that are building prosperous communities in Ohio and 

beyond. 

 

MORPC’s Public Affairs Coordinator attended the June 18 New Albany Chamber of Commerce 

Legislative Breakfast with a program focused on Ohio’s School Funding System. 

 

Media Relations 

Executive Director William Murdock spoke at a statewide press conference at the Statehouse for the 

TRIP Ohio Transportation Report Release on June 18. The TRIP report identifies Ohio has a $11.6 

billion shortfall in funding for needed road, highway and bridge improvements. According to the TRIP 

report, nearly one-quarter of major urban roads are in poor condition, while approximately a quarter 

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/lkoprowski@morpc.org
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of locally and state-maintained bridges are structurally deficient or functionally obsolete. The state’s 

major urban roads are becoming increasingly congested and the fatality rate on Ohio’s rural roads is 

disproportionately high. MORPC will continue to advocate for more resources and flexibility at the 

local level and the long-lasting funding solutions needed at all levels of government, so we can 

support our region’s growth for the next 20 years and beyond. 

 

Community Outreach and Marketing 

MORPC published a summer edition of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) newsletter 

explaining the types of potential projects that could be included in the MTP and also requests the 

community to submit transportation project suggestions online at morpc.org/mtp2040. The 

newsletter is being distributed to the community at Central Ohio libraries, MORPC committees, and 

our local government members. For copies of the MTP newsletter, please contact Bernice Cage at 

bcage@morpc.org.  

 

Congratulations to MORPC’s Membership Coordinator Eileen Leuby for being selected to participate 

in the 2015-2016 Leadership Columbus Program. This 10-month program is designed to help 

professionals become active and engaged leaders in their community. 

 

Public & Government Affairs Director Laura Koprowski is participating in the Community Health 

Action Team (CHAT) Initiative for the Grandview Heights and Marble Cliff communities. CHAT is a 

partnership between Franklin County Public Health and community members to work together to 

build healthier communities in Franklin County. 

 

Membership 

See the attachment. 

 

MORPC In the News 

See the attachment for a list of the various news and media articles for June. 

 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

Thea Walsh - twalsh@morpc.org 

 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) 

A press release on the availability of the 2016-2040 MTP Candidate Projects for review and 

comment was distributed to the Central Ohio media and placed on social media. A one-pager on the 

types of candidate projects was developed and distributed to MORPC committees and will be sent to 

Central Ohio libraries. 

 

Highways 

MORPC completed final coordination with ODOT on the Federal Functional Classification changes to 

the highway system in Central Ohio. 

 

MORPC coordinated with ODOT District 6 to provide comments to ODOT Central Office on the results 

of the Active Transportation Demand Management Study for the Central Ohio region. The purpose of 

the study is to identify pilot corridors for 'bus on shoulder' service. 

 

Transit/Human Services 

MORPC’s Transportation Public Involvement Plan is being updated to specifically include FTA’s 

Section 5307 Program of Projects (POP) for COTA and DATABus projects. A POP is a list of projects 

using FTA funds with project description, cost and local share amount. 

 

The City of Groveport held a luncheon announcing GREAT (Groveport Rickenbacker Employee Access 

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/bcage@morpc.org
file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/twalsh@morpc.org
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Transit) to start in mid-September 2015. This is a last mile door-to-door service to augment COTA 

service for employees to safely reach their jobs. COTA’s proposed September service changes will 

provide more frequent and extended service to the Rickenbacker area. This service is being 

coordinated with Groveport, COTA, Parking Solutions, Inc. (PSI), Village of Obetz, area businesses and 

possibly transit providers in Fairfield and Pickaway Counties. 

 

RideSolutions 

RideSolutions team members participated in numerous events including the NBBJ’s “MOVE250”, 

City of Columbus' Bike to Work Day, COTA’s Earth Day at the Columbus VA Hospital, Mt Carmel West, 

City of Columbus Health and Wellness Fair and Central Community House. RideSolutions also 

participated in a follow up meeting with the City of Westerville regarding follow- up on the Polaris 

Parkway Transportation Forum. 

 

RideSolutions and the Chillicothe VA Medical Center developed the first vanpool traveling to Ross 

County. RideSolutions met with Honda R&D staff to talk about starting a flexible vanpool program.  

 

Infrastructure Funding 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

ODOT’s Carryforward Policy limits the amount of attributable funds MORPC can carry forward from 

one fiscal year to the next. Approximately $55 million of MORPC-attributable funds had been 

encumbered in SFY 2015, which ends June 30. Less than $5 million remained, which was well below 

the maximum allowed under the policy.  

 

Transportation Review and Advisory Council (TRAC) 

TRAC applications are due June 30, 2015. We are aware that ODOT will be submitting requests for 

additional funds for the downtown freeway projects, east freeway projects and the south outerbelt 

projects.  

 

ODOT District 6 was the only entity in the MORPC MPO that submitted requests for major new 

projects from the Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) for its June deadline. The projects 

submitted were: 

 I-70 East Freeway at Brice and I-270, sub-project 1 – $75 million for construction.  Plan 

schedule is for FY18 ready-for-construction. 

 I-70 East Freeway at Brice and I-270, sub-projects 2 & 3 – $7 million for detail design.   

 I-70/I-71, sub-project  5 – $12 million for construction of overhead bridges as a separate 

project.  This request is to prioritize new bridge construction in lieu of repair costs.  

I-270 South Outerbelt at US 23, sub-project 2 – $10 million for construction.  

 

Franklin County Infrastructure Bank 

A MORPC team member was appointed to a seat on the seven-member Loan Advisory Board for the 

new Franklin County Infrastructure Bank. This funding program provides loans and encourages 

investment in infrastructure projects that will result in significant growth and job creation in Franklin 

County. The board has an allocation of $1.75 million for Round 1 and is currently reviewing and 

scoring three applications. Award announcements are expected in early July. 

  

Data and Mapping 

Nancy Reger - nreger@morpc.org 

 

Regional Data Task Force 

The Regional Data Site Task Force met on June 19, 2015 and discussed the potential governance 

structure of a permanent data forum for Central Ohio – who should be represented, what their 

responsibilities might be, and how will it be managed. We also discussed leveraging the data 

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/nreger@morpc.org


4 
 

catalogue being built by the Ohio Geographically Referenced Information Program (the state GIS 

office). For example, working through the regions could potentially keep the state catalogue more 

current and complete. 

 

Jung Kim, one of the Data Task Force Co-Chairs, testified as an interested party before the House 

State Government Committee regarding HB 130, a Data Bill being considered that includes some of 

the concepts regarding data organization and management that is being discussed by the MORPC 

task force. The Director of MORPC’s Data & Mapping Department also provided testimony to the 

committee on behalf of MORPC as an interested party.  

 

Data Sharing 

The sidewalk inventory GIS file is available for downloading from the MORPC website. We are 

working with the communities that have GIS to integrate the file into the regional editing system, 

similar to how we collaborate on roadway and address files. Updates are being installed to the GIS 

software that is used in this editing system. All communities have to be on the same version of the 

software to share the files, so this is truly a collaborative and cooperative effort. 

 

Land Use and Population Projections 

The detailed projections for years 2025, 2040, and 2050 used in the MORPC Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan, the COTA NextGen Plan, and the Connect Columbus plan are complete and 

made available to the consultants and other MORPC team members working on these plans. The 

projections include household population, group quarter population, households, employment and 

school enrollment. They are developed at a very small geographical area, and we are in the process 

of posting them on the MORPC website for viewing and downloading. 

 

New Web Map for Soliciting Comments for the 2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

The new interactive map allows users to comment on projects or draw their own ideas directly on the 

map. We are already receiving significant comments from the public via the map. 

 

Insight2050 Phase 2 

A draft typology of the development patterns is complete, and we are preparing to share the 

concepts with some local communities as well as engage professionals from the private sector. The 

typology structure is a two-tiered approach addressing density, as well as geographic areas around 

areas such as nodes, downtowns, corridors and neighborhoods. In addition, a database of vacant 

land is being created using aerial photography and GIS. 

 

Planning and Environment Department 

Kerstin Carr - kcarr@morpc.org 

 

Active Transportation Planning 

Team members participated in the quarterly Ohio Bicycle Federation Board Meeting. Board members 

provided updates on bicycle-related projects and initiatives across Ohio. Dayton’s bike share 

program, which kicked off this spring, is showing high success rates and is an innovative model as it 

is managed by the transit authority. Bike Cleveland will be launching a bicycle safety educational 

campaign this summer called “We Are All Drivers” focusing on placing a face on bicyclists so that all 

road users are aware of them. The campaign will include messaging on billboards, social media, etc. 

The Ohio Bicycle Federation also touched on various legislative items related to bicyclists, HB154 – 

the “3-foot Passing Law” as the major point of discussion. 

 

Team members attended the “Sitting is the New Smoking” CMC Luncheon that addressed the 

importance of implementing policy and design that promotes daily activity.  

 

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/kcarr@morpc.org
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MORPC team members attended a site visit at the Grandview Goodale Avenue OPWC project. The 

City showcased how they used funds on their project to incorporate Complete Streets components, 

including a bike lane, curbs and gutters, and sidewalks.  

 

Team members coordinated checkout of Trailmaster active infrared pedestrian and bicycle counters 

included in the Complete Streets Equipment Library with both Orange Township and the Short North 

Alliance. The Short North Alliance used the counters to collect volume information during the June 

Gallery Hop. Orange Township collected volume information at eight sites throughout the 

municipality. 

 

Team members are working on completing a Semi-Annual Volunteer Count report that will 

summarize results from the May 2015 pedestrian and bicyclist counts. 

 

Transportation Safety 

On Monday June 29, 2015, MORPC will host the kick-off meeting for the second phase of the 

Systematic Safety Improvement Pilot project. The goal of this phase will be to achieve a reduction in 

severe pedestrian crashes through the implementation of low-cost safety improvements region-wide. 

 

Team members attended the quarterly Safe Communities Coalition meeting at Columbus Public 

Health. The meeting focused on current safety issues affecting the Columbus area, such as 

distracted driving and child car seat usage. 

 

MORPC team members attended the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) Steering Committee 

which largely focused on the fact that fatalities are up 16% in 2015 compared to this time last year. 

The committee reviewed trends and discussed relevant strategies. 

 

The regularly scheduled Fatality Review Board meeting was held June 25, 2015 at Columbus Public 

Health. Impaired driving and young drivers continue to surface as an area of concern. 

 

Team members hosted the National Safe Routes to School Fundraising Committee and Host 

Committee meetings where they discussed potential keynote speakers and the next steps for 

fundraising. Team members also hosted the National Safe Routes to School Communications 

Committee and are working on developing the Save the Date communication that will go out in July.  

 

The annual Regional Crash Fact Sheets covering crashes occurring between 2010 and 2014 are 

expected to be completed by mid-July. 

 

insight2050 

Team members presented insight2050 to the Delaware Planning Commission, Hilliard City Schools 

Board of Education, and to the interns participating in the Local Government Internship Program 

Kick-Off meeting at MORPC. Additionally, team members attended the Trustbelt Closing Breakfast 

which had a correlation with insight2050. 

 

Regional Collaboration Groups 

MORPC team members facilitated a meeting of the Northwest Area Group in Powell. The City of 

Powell presented on the use of Mind Mixer for public involvement with their Comprehensive Plan and 

the City of Dublin presented on their canoe access points and the activities planned on the water. 

Eighteen people participated in the meeting. 

 

Team members will facilitate a meeting of the Southwest Area Group at the Franklin County 

Engineer’s West Maintenance Facility on June 30, 2015. The Franklin County Engineer’s Office will 

present on several infrastructure projects and ShareOhio.gov will present on its program.  
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InfoShare 

The MORPC team participated in InfoShare meetings with the City of Gahanna and Madison 

Township. The City of Gahanna has a number of development projects in the works, including a new 

commercial area on Hamilton Road, called Shops at Rocky Fork. The first phase is currently under 

construction and the second phase is currently going through zoning. Parking for these buildings will 

be behind the buildings. There are also a couple of senior-related developments underway, including 

two that include memory care. Hamilton Road is being widened between Carpenter Road and US-62, 

in partnership with Franklin County Engineer’s Office. Roundabouts will be added at two 

intersections, and the project will include a bike path on the west side of the road and a sidewalk on 

the east side.  

 

Madison Township is working with MORPC and other surrounding jurisdictions on a problem area for 

traffic and trucks in the Toy/Saltzgaber/Swisher Roads area. Roads originally built as rural, township 

roads are now seeing heavier traffic due to people cutting through to avoid traffic backups on other 

roads. The Township just passed a levy to build a third fire station. It will be 2-3 years before it will be 

built and occupied. 

 

Regional Education Forum 

This month’s Regional Education Forum – “Grant Writing, Funding, and Tools”– was held on June 23, 

2015. Michael Wilkos with the Columbus Foundation discussed best practices of grant writing and 

gave an example of a successful grant application that was submitted to the Columbus Foundation. 

In addition, Michelle May and Cory Hopwood with ODOT discussed funding available through the 

safety program and Safe Routes to School. MORPC team members reviewed attributable funding 

available through MORPC and discussed additional funding sources and grant tools that are 

available. Almost 40 people were in attendance. 

 

Greenways & Water Quality Program 

Work continued on the establishment of the Central Ohio Greenways (COG) Board this month. 

Appointment letters to the Board members were delivered. The first board meeting will be held in 

July. A Request for Proposal (RFP) was issued for a consultant to conduct a strategic plan for the 

COG Board. 

 

The Central Ohio Greenways (COG) presented at the Community Advisory Committee and 

Transportation Advisory Committee meetings about the addition of the Central Ohio Greenways 

Board and structure.  

 

Work continued on the Impact of Trails Study. Team members presented the study at the 2015 

Miami Valley Bike Summit. Final edits were made to the fact sheets which will be printed soon. Team 

members are in the process of reviewing the final report.  

 

MORPC facilitated the Green Pact meeting on June 17, 2015 at the City of Grove City. The City of 

Grove City presented on the police station's new blue roof. SWACO presented on its forthcoming e-

waste recycling program.  

 

Riverfest events continued throughout the month with paddles in partnership with Licking County 

Parks District on June 6, 2015. The paddle portion of the NOW festival of the City of Delaware and 

the Olentangy Watershed Alliance on June 20 was cancelled due to weather but outreach on water 

quality still occurred. The next paddle will be with the City of Dublin Recreation and Parks on June 

27, 2015.   

 

Sustaining Scioto 

Work continued on the Sustaining Scioto project with finalizations to the design of the Executive 

Summary. The Executive Summary and final Adaptive Management Plan will soon be printed and 
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published. Team members presented on the project to the Delaware City Council. The Council 

requested copies of the Executive Summary and an electronic link to the final Adaptive Management 

Plan once they are completed. 

 

MORPC team members attended the “Ohio’s Fresh Water Assets” CMC Luncheon which has 

correlations with the Greenways program. 

 

Regional Food Council 

Various partners coordinated with MORPC to develop a framework for a September workshop linking 

insight2050, farmland preservation, land-use policy, local food and agriculture economic 

development. The target audience is county and township policymakers, economic-development 

officials, and planners in the seven-county area. 

 

Local food planning groups held various meetings with Farm Credit Mid-America, Sanfillipo Produce, 

and Ohio Grocers Association. Discussion centered around cultivating support for MORPC and the 

Regional Food Council. Team members met with OSU, Farm Credit Mid-America, and a number of 

other partners to discuss focusing on local food finance for business initiatives and facilitation roles 

with Local Food Councils. 

  

The MORPC team met with Sygma Distribution, Donato’s and the City of Columbus regarding 

cultivating business support for MORPC’s local-foods work. Team members discussed the possibility 

of MORPC’s role as a subcontractor on proposals to the City of Columbus for green business and 

urban agriculture. Three firms have reached out to MORPC. 

 

Team members attended a meeting of the Ohio Farmland Preservation Advisory Board in Logan 

County and toured an innovative Central Ohio dairy farm and the statewide summit of local-food 

councils at OSU where the discussion was the emerging developments in Licking, Fairfield, and 

Athens Counties. 

 

MORPC participated in the National Good Food Network conference call to discuss the National Food 

Hub Benchmark study. Promotional efforts for the study will highlight the roles that regional councils 

play in food-system planning. Co-sponsors of the study, Surdna Foundation and Farm Credit, are 

potential funding sources for MORPC’s local-food work. 

 

The Organics Diversion Subcommittee finished its review of diversion options and began evaluation 

to prioritize and make recommendations in July. 

 

Summit on Sustainability  

Team members continued to seek sponsorships for the event. They received a commitment from 

American Electric Power to be a network sponsor. Team members are finalizing the breakout 

sessions, and the Green Region Award Nominations are open until June 30, 2015. A collaborative 

effort by MORPC and OSU to secure a keynote speaker for the lunch portion of the program is 

underway. 

 

Training & Education 

Team members attended the Peter Kageyama “For the LOVE of Cities” workshop in Piqua on June 2, 

2015 which focused on ways that communities – regardless of geography, population, land use, etc. 

– can make themselves attractive to residents, businesses and visitors. Several MORPC member 

communities attended including Dublin, Plain Township, Upper Arlington, and Worthington.  

 

MORPC team members attended the Greater Ohio Policy Summit. Sessions included topics of 

regional planning and scenario forecasting, water infrastructure planning challenges, the relationship 
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between transportation and economic development, and strategies for small cities to instigate 

economic growth.  

 

Team members also attended the 2015 Central Ohio Planning & Zoning Workshop. The event was 

kicked off with several short Pecha Kucha-style presentations related to Development Trends Around 

Central Ohio. Planning and development projects from Chillicothe, Grandview, Grove City, New 

Albany, Powell, and Columbus were highlighted. William Murdock and Tony Collins, Director of 

Columbus Recreation & Parks, presented on the JET Task Force and Impact of Trails Study, 

respectively, in the Linking Transportation and Economic Development session. The resulting 

conversation among participants and the presenters on the Impact of Trails, specifically, was lively. 

Lee Fisher, President and CEO of CEOs for Cities, delivered the keynote luncheon. The Water 

Resources: From Below the Ground Up session focused on green infrastructure and two Columbus 

projects – BluePrint Columbus and the Scioto Mile. Team members also participated in the Ethics for 

Planners session.  

 

Local Planning Involvement 

MORPC assisted the Village of Somerset with various active transportation and safety-related 

initiatives by providing data, directing them to various electronic resources for reference and 

research, and giving them contact information of others who can provide further assistance.  

 

Team members also provided data and resource information to assist with economic development 

planning efforts in the Buckeye Lake area.  

 

Energy & Air Quality 

Christina O'Keeffe - cokeeffe@morpc.org 

 

Air Quality 

MORPC hosted meteorologist and project manager Daniel Alrick of Sonoma Technology, Inc., June 

11-12. Sonoma Technology, Inc. is MORPC’s contracted air quality forecaster, providing year-round 

daily air quality forecasts. During his visit, Dan addressed the Commission on the topic of ozone 

trends in the region and implications for the future. A meet and greet reception was held before the 

Commission meeting to allow air quality stakeholders and partners to meet our forecaster. Dan and 

members of the Energy and Air Quality team met with local broadcast meteorologists and news 

directors from WBNS-10TV, NBC4, and WSYX-ABC 6 during his visit. During these visits, local 

broadcasters were able to talk to Dan about our forecasting process and provide insight on how best 

to cover air quality in Central Ohio. 

 

MORPC (in partnership with Ohio Air Quality Development Authority) is in contract with WSYX-ABC 6 

on a comprehensive marketing package for the month of June. Five air quality awareness PSAs are 

either in production or currently being deployed throughout the six-county region for which MORPC 

forecasts air quality. The package also includes one targeted e-mail marketing campaign, three 

promoted social media posts, and two Good Day Marketplace morning show appearances. MORPC 

Executive Director William Murdock appeared on Good Day Marketplace on June 11 and Chadwick 

Smith, OAQDA Executive Director, is schedule to appear on the show in July. MORPC is also 

partnering with Dispatch Media Group on a comprehensive digital advertising campaign targeted 

towards local businesses for the month of June. 

 

Energy & Air Quality Working Group 

The working group did not meet in June.  The working group’s next meeting is July 28 at 1:30pm. 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/cokeeffe@morpc.org
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Housing Services 

Community Housing Improvement Program (CHIP)  

The Pataskala CHIP project was monitored and we received the final report.  The response letter is 

prepared and will be sent to the City of Pataskala.   

 

Housing Repair and Rehabilitation 

The 2013 funding round for the Franklin County Urgent Needs program, scheduled to wrap up by 

June 30, 2015 is complete. As of June 23, 2015 we have 66 units of service completed for 55 

households.   

 

In the 2014 funding round, which runs through December of 2015, we have identified 31 units of 

service for 30 households. Of these 31 units, 9 are complete.   

 

MORPC is executing the new Franklin County agreement for the 2015 funding round. The Rehab 

team is also managing the final phase of the Franklin County Single-Family Rehabilitation program, 

which is on schedule to wrap up November 2015.   

 

The United Way Franklinton Neighborhood and Weinland Park Exterior Home Repair programs are 

well underway. The new United Way Franklinton Neighborhood program second round is just 

beginning and we are currently taking applications. We have inspected one project for this second 

round.   

 

The Rehab team has identified all of the projects for the final round of the Weinland Park program. 

The Weinland Park program consists of two separate groups, one with a ten-unit goal, and one with 

an eight-unit goal. Each group has several completed projects; eight of the ten are complete and four 

of the eight-unit group are complete. The remaining units are in process. 

 

The Near East Side Exterior Home Repair Program with Homeport and PACT is nearly complete. This 

program consists of four projects which are all in contract. Three are complete and the final unit is 

awaiting a special ordered door unit to come in. MORPC created a program results PowerPoint 

presentation for PACT and Homeport which was presented to their board and have been approved 

for a second round of this pilot program. The implementation round with this additional funding 

begins later this summer.   

 

Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP)   

The MORPC Team is currently working on a new NSP-2 (recaptured funds program) agreement with 

the City of Columbus, which includes partnerships with COCIC and Homeport. 

 

Residential Energy Efficiency Program 

The Columbia Gas – WarmChoice inspections through June are ahead of the year to date goal for 

initial inspections and slightly behind in final inspections. MORPC signed the AEP-CAP renewal 

contract in June for funding through December 31, 2016. For the 2014 program year State of Ohio 

HWAP program, which ended June 30, 2015, MORPC exceeded the program year completion goal of 

75 units. The application for HWAP 2015 program year beginning July 1, 2015, was submitted to the 

State of Ohio and is pending approval. For the State of Ohio EPP program, MORPC renewed the 

contract with Ground Level Solutions for 2015 program year beginning July 1, 2015. Funding was 

increased by $75,000 for baseload energy audits. 

 

ME3 

MORPC issued a press release about the conclusion and outcomes of the ME3 program and 

received coverage in Columbus Business First. Team members also presented the results at the 

June By-Product Synergy Network meeting.   

 



10 
 

Materials Management Working Group 

The group is planning a site-visit at the Rumpke Material Recovery Facility for the next meeting on 

Wednesday, July 22, 2015.   

 

Organics Diversion Sub-committee 

This joint sub-committee of the Materials Management Working Group and Regional Food Council 

held their final meeting on June 17, 2015. The group discussed recommendations and a tool to help 

generators reach the best options for organic recycling. MORPC will work with the group through 

email to finalize recommendations and provide the recommendations to the City of Columbus Green 

Team Waste Reduction Committee, SWACO, and Ohio EPA.   

 

Energy Special Improvement Districts (E-SIDs) and Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 

MORPC team members have been preparing efforts to initiate a regional district under current law, 

when a property owner petitions one of its member communities in the formation of the district for 

an eligible energy project. The team also evaluated Senate Bill 185 (to revise the law governing 

special improvement districts created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for 

special energy improvement projects) and attended a legislative committee hearing. In coordination 

with Bricker & Eckler and the Columbus Franklin County Finance Authority, MORPC team members 

presented MORPC’s role in PACE at the June MODE lunch program.   

 

Administration 

Shawn Hufstedler – shufstedler@morpc.org 

 

Traditionally MORPC adopts a mid-year budget revision if needed. Through the budget assessment 

process to date there is no need for the Commission to adopt a mid-year budget revision. The 

Finance Department will continue to monitor the budget and will reassess the need for a budget 

revision this fall.   

 

The finance team is currently down two positions which, through the hard work of the finance team, 

has only minimally impacted the day-to-day operations. As we continue to work through the 

accounting system conversion and enter the budget and indirect cost allocation plan preparation 

season, it will become increasingly important to fill the vacancies.  

 

Deborah Murphy – dmurphy@morpc.org 

 

Open Positions Update 

MORPC is recruiting for an Accountant. Energy & Air Quality's Rehab Specialist position and the 

Associate Planner 2050 are filled.  

 

  

file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/shufstedler@morpc.org
file:///C:/Users/ssaunders/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SWF0E07B/dmurphy@morpc.org
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ATTACHMENT 

Membership Report 

MORPC welcomed Greenfield Township in Fairfield County as a new MORPC local government member. 

 

MORPC hosted “Smart Social Media Workshop” for local governments on June 18 at the City of Dublin 

Recreation Center. The workshop featured guest speakers Amy Marshall, VP of Digital Strategy & 

Research at Fathom, and Heather Whaling, President of Geben Communication. They presented insight 

into the best ways to build a social network and track it in a government setting. Round robin table topics 

gave the 50 attendees the opportunity to learn about many facets of social media including blogging, 

using social media management platforms, and using social media for event promotion. The City of 

Dublin’s Sarah Criss McQuaide also presented on social media policy offering advice on how to enhance 

or create a policy in their own government. The workshop presentations are available at www.morpc.org.  

 

Team members visited the following local government members in June to discuss critical opportunities 

and challenges: Union County; Cities of Dublin and New Albany; Villages of Johnstown, Minerva Park and 

Shawnee Hills; and Blendon and Mifflin Townships. 

 

MORPC in the News 

 Downtown News Network - COTA Downtown Employer Pass Pilot Program 

 Consider Biking Newsletter - MORPC Launches Park & Pedal Program on Bike to Work Day 

 Yay Bikes Newsletter - Yay Bikes! receives MORPC funding for a downtown-area mode shift project 

 The Columbus Dispatch - Housing might fuel Rust Belt’s comeback 

 Reynoldsburg News/This Week Community News - Partnership will provide city with summer intern 

 GreenSpot Business eNewsletter - Ozone Good Up High, Bad Nearby 

 Westerville News/This Week Community News - $10 million project will widen, rebuild section of 

Sunbury Rd. 

 Downtown News Network -MORPC Ride Buddy Program 

  MORPC Seeks Nominations for Green Region Awards 

 Olentangy Valley News/This Week Community News - Commission's concerns hold up senior housing 

 Pickerington News/This Week Community News - MORPC approves $5.75 million grant for Refugee 

widening project  

 The Columbus Dispatch – Westerville to start rebuilding Sunbury Road in 2016 

 Columbus Business First - MORPC, Yay Bikes! Launch Ride Buddy to get more people to bike to work 

 Associated Press - Ohio planners eye various transit modes to ease congestion 

 The Columbus Dispatch - Commute here in Columbus better than most  

 Columbus Business First - Companies successfully cut energy costs under MORPC program 

 The Columbus Dispatch - A history of red-light cameras in Columbus 

 The Columbus Dispatch - Report: Central Ohio roads, bridges in poor shape 

 Channel 10 TV - Report Reveals Half of Roads in Columbus Deteriorating, Bridges Crumbling 

 Marysville Journal-Tribune – MORPC Updates Commissioners on Activity 

 

Press Releases Distributed 

 MORPC Helps Manufacturers Save Money and Reduce Waste  

 Greenfield Township (Fairfield County) joins the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 MORPC Seeks Nominations for Green Region Awards 

 MORPC Creates Ride Buddy Program to Educate & Train Downtown Area Workers & Residents 

 Public Invited to Review Candidate Projects for 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan on 

Interactive Map  

 Press Conference on: 

 MODERNIZING OHIO’S TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, a report by TRIP, a national transportation 

research group. 

 

  

http://www.morpc.org/
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Website Activity 

An analysis of MORPC’s website activity for June provide the following results: 

 MORPC.org had more than 19,340 pageviews with 5,982 users and 7,297 sessions. 

 39% of website traffic was from organic searches, 34% was from a direct link, and 23% was referred 

from another source (likely social media). 

 73% of users on the website were new visitors. 

 June 25, 2015 had the highest number of sessions, with 727. 

 Among MORPC’s social media platforms, Facebook sent the most people to the website (80%), 

followed by Twitter (10%). 

 

 

 



 

 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

Executive Committee 

Officers and Board Members 

 

FROM: 

 

Shawn Hufstedler 

Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

 

DATE: 

 

July 6, 2015 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution 11-15: "ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR USE IN 

ASSESSING MEMBERS IN 2016" 

 
This resolution adopts the 2016 membership fee schedule. Regularly increasing the 

dues by relatively small amounts in order to carry on the efforts of the Commission 

has been preferred over more infrequent but larger increases. In light of recent fiscal 

constraints and economic conditions in the region, the per capita dues rates 

remained stagnant from 2009-2012. In 2012 a plan for the subsequent five years 

was presented to communicate expected rates to members over the five year period. 

MORPC staff anticipated a need for increasing membership fees for 2013 and 

beyond in light of the stagnant fee rate for the previous four years combined with the 

anticipated additional dues funding needs including increased transportation match 

requirements.  This resolution proposes the 2016 rate in accordance with the five 

year plan. 

 

The current (2015) rate of $0.505 includes $0.035 restricted to building costs, 

$0.195 for Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) federal matching fund 

requirements, and $0.275 for MORPC services to members, development, and other 

local activities of the agency. Members located outside of the MPO boundaries pay 

dues at the reduced rate of $0.31, which excludes the MPO portion of the dues.  

 

The 2016 rate recommendation is $0.52 including $0.035 restricted to building 

costs, $0.195 for Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) federal matching fund 

requirements, and $0.29 for MORPC services to members, development, and other 

local activities of the agency. Members located outside of the MPO boundaries pay 

dues at the reduced rate of $0.32.5, which excludes the MPO portion of the dues. 

 

Per MORPC’s Articles of Agreement: 

• Each year the COMMISSION shall adopt a fee schedule in July to be 

used in assessing members for the upcoming calendar year.   

• Every five years the COMMISSION shall establish a five-year fee 

schedule which it shall not exceed when adopting fees for each 

upcoming year (i.e. maximum dues schedule).   

 

 



 

 

Memo 

Proposed Resolution 11-15 

Page 2 

 

In 2012, in addition to the annual fee schedule and the maximum dues schedule 

currently required, MORPC staff, with officer and Administrative Committee input and 

support, developed a planned dues schedule that shows the expected rates for the 

upcoming five year period to help with long-term planning for both MORPC members 

and MORPC staff. The planned dues schedule will be presented with the annual fee 

schedule each year, with any updated planned rates if applicable. Note that the 

planned rates are not approved via resolution each year, but instead included via 

memo only for reference and planning purposes. 

 

The planned five-year dues rates schedule presented in Resolution 10-12 in 2012 is 

presented below. No changes to the planned rates are recommended at this time.  

 

 Planned Rate 

2013  47.5  

2014  49.0  

2015  50.5 

2016  52.0  

2017  53.5  

 

 

The population estimates for members will be completed in Autumn 2015 and will 

show each members’ dues amount for 2016. The 2016 projection will be presented 

as part of the process to establish and adopt the 2016 budget and will be presented 

for formal adoption by the Commission in December.  

 

 

 

Attachment: Resolution 11-15 

 



RESOLUTION 11-15 

 

“ADOPTING A FEE SCHEDULE FOR USE IN ASSESSING MEMBERS IN 2016” 

 

WHEREAS, the financial provisions of the Articles of Agreement require that the Commission adopt a 

fee schedule in July of each year to be used in assessing members for the upcoming calendar year; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the below rate is less than the proposed “maximum per-capita membership fee” included 

for Commission consideration in Resolution 10-12 for 2013 through 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC adopted Resolution 10-12 which included a planned dues schedule that showed 

the expected rates for 2013 through 2017 to help with long-term planning for both MORPC members 

and MORPC staff; and  

 

WHEREAS, a 2016 projection for member dues and related uses will be presented as part of the 

process to establish and adopt the 2016 budget and will be presented for formal adoption by the 

Commission in December; now therefore,  

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1: That a 2016 per-capita fee of $0.52 with a minimum of $800 is hereby adopted for 

members of the Metropolitan Planning Organization and a reduced per-capita fee of 

$0.325 with a minimum of $800 is hereby adopted for members of the Regional 

Planning Commission. 

 

Section 2: The $0.035 per-capita portion (included within the $0.52 and $0.325 rates) of the 

dues for the building is to be continued in 2016 to pay a portion of building lease 

payments and is hereby adopted. 

 

Section 3: That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 4: That this Commission finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 
                         Eric S. Phillips, Chair  

             Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

 

Effective date:  July 9, 2015 

Submitted by:  Shawn Hufstedler, Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

Prepared by:   Shawn Hufstedler, Chief of Staff & Finance Director 

Authority:   Ohio Revised Code Section 713.21 

For action date:  July 9, 2015 

Attachment:  Commission Membership – MPO vs. RPC 



Resolution 11-15 Attachment 

 

Commission Membership 

MPO vs RPC 

as of June 2015 

 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Members 

2016 dues rate per capita: $0.52 

  

County Members: Municipal Members (Villages): 

Delaware County  Brice  

Franklin County Galena 

  Harrisburg 

Municipal Members (Cities): Lithopolis  

Bexley  Lockbourne 

Canal Winchester  Marble Cliff 

Columbus  Minerva Park 

Delaware  Obetz  

Dublin  Riverlea 

Gahanna Shawnee Hills 

Grandview Heights Sunbury 

Grove City Urbancrest 

Groveport  

Hilliard Township Members: 

New Albany Blendon Township (Franklin) 

Pataskala Bloom Township (Fairfield) 

Pickerington Clinton Township (Franklin) 

Powell Etna Township (Licking) 

Reynoldsburg  Jerome Township (Union) 

Upper Arlington Liberty Township (Delaware) 

Westerville Madison Township (Franklin) 

Whitehall  Mifflin Township (Franklin) 

Worthington Perry Township (Franklin) 

 Plain Township (Franklin) 

 Prairie Township (Franklin) 

 Violet Township (Fairfield) 

  

  

Regional Planning Commission (RPC) Only Members 

2016 dues rate per capita: $0.325 

  

County Members: Municipal Members (Villages): 

Ross County Ashville  

Union County*  Johnstown 

 Somerset 

 West Jefferson 

  

Municipal Members (Cities): Township Members: 

Marysville Granville Township (Licking) 

 Greenfield Township (Fairfield) 

  

*For Union County, a small portion of the County is in the MPO and therefore the County pays the MPO rate for that portion. 
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MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

Transportation Public Involvement Plan 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Public Involvement Plan specifies the procedures that the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning 

Commission will use when conducting its transportation planning process. The Plan also 

includes a section on Environmental Justice, the Americans with Disabilities Act and 

MORPC’s Nondiscrimination Complaint Procedures. 

 

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is a voluntary association 

of local governments in Central Ohio.  Franklin County and nearby counties as 

well as their cities, villages and townships are eligible for membership.  Elected 

and appointed officials sit on the Commission, which is the policy-making body of 

the organization. 

 

As a regional planning commission, MORPC has the flexibility and capability to be 

responsive to its members' needs.  MORPC assists with planning and 

implementing programs in areas of energy conservation, infrastructure, 

transportation, land use, economic prosperity, environmental protection and 

others. 

 

MORPC serves as a forum for state and local governments on regional issues and 

helps represent local communities' interests and needs at the state and federal 

levels.  MORPC recognizes and encourages public and private cooperation on a 

regional basis and works to build consensus, sound planning practices and 

realistic decision making for the future.  Because of MORPC’s role in the region, 

MORPC’s Transportation Policy Committee was originally designated the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Columbus urbanized area in 

1964 and re-designated in 1973. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT PLAN 2015 

1 

MORPC AS THE MPO 

 

As the MPO, MORPC’s Transportation Policy Committee conducts the federally 

required 3C (continuous, cooperative and comprehensive) transportation planning 

process.  This process results in plans and programs that consider all 

transportation modes and supports the goals of the metropolitan transportation 

plan.  It is the basis for the development of the 20-year Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan and the 4-year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  

The plans and programs lead to the development and operation of the region’s 

integrated, multimodal transportation system that facilitates the efficient and 

economic movement of people and goods.   

 

Public involvement provides a deliberative and transparent process for people 

affected by the projects, strategies and initiatives recommended from the 

transportation planning process.  “People” as defined here include the general 



 

 

INTENT OF THE TRANSPORTATION PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN 

 

public as well as major stakeholders, special interest groups, those traditionally 

underserved by transportation, minorities, people with disabilities, freight 

shippers, providers of freight transportation services, and neighborhood and civic 

associations.  Input from all of these groups creates a more inclusive process in 

shaping the development of the metropolitan transportation plan and the TIP.   

 

The public involvement process encourages early and continuous involvement 

that not only helps to develop plans that accommodate the needs of the traveling 

public but also the efficient movement of goods.  Public involvement is also 

required by the Metropolitan Planning Regulations of the United States 

Department of Transportation 23 CFR 450.316, 49 U.S.C. 5307(b)(1-7) and FTA 

Circular 9030.1E.  This Public Involvement Plan (PIP) is the process by which 

public involvement activities are conducted by MORPC’s Public & Government 

Affairs Department.   

 

The transportation planning process is complex and due to its complexity, the 

general public is encouraged to view the website, solicit presentations, and attend 

meetings and other public forums to gain an understanding of the process and 

plans.  The meetings are designed not only to educate and inform the public but 

also to allow the public the opportunity to provide input into the various elements 

of the planning and decision-making process.   

 

The PIP is designed to provide the public reasonable opportunity to participate in, 

review, and comment on the formulation of transportation policies, plans, and 

programs.  This process provides a set of procedures to be consistently and 

comprehensively applied to incorporate the public’s involvement in the 

transportation planning process including the planning and development of the 

Central Ohio Transit Authority’s (COTA’s) and Delaware Area Transit Agency’s 

(DATABus’s) programs and projects. The PIP further serves to satisfy the public 

involvement requirements for Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5307 

Urbanized Area Formula Program grant funding received by both COTA and 

DATABus. 

 

It is the intent of the MPO to utilize this process in a proactive manner to solicit 

input from a broad representation of the community.  The MPO will secure data and 

consult with resource agencies, social service agencies, environmental groups and 

associations, state, county and local governmental agencies, townships, and other 

non-governmental agencies.  The MPO actively seeks the views of the minority, 

people with disabilities, low-income and other populations traditionally underserved 

by transportation to ensure that a broad representation is obtained. 
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Tier 1: MPO’s Committee Structure 

 

The overall process is based upon the following goals: 

 

 Provide timely information about planning issues and processes to the public. 

 Foster transparency by providing reasonable public access to technical and policy 

information used in the development of transportation plans. 

 Provide adequate notice of public involvement and planning activities. 

 Continually seek specific ways to engage and consider the needs of all segments 

of the population. 

 Obtain early and continuous public involvement in the transportation planning 

process. 

 

The PIP is reviewed periodically by the Ohio Department of Transportation, the 

Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration to ensure that 

full and open access is provided by the MPO, COTA and DATABus in the decision-

making process.  The Public Involvement Plan outlined in the following section 

enhances the opportunity for public input and satisfies federal requirements for 

public participation. 

 

The transportation planning area for the MPO includes Delaware and Franklin 

counties, Bloom and Violet townships in Fairfield County, New Albany, Pataskala and 

Etna Township in Licking County, and Jerome Township in Union County.  The MPO 

boundaries of the planning area are updated every 10 years based on the results of 

the national census.  There are currently no Tribal lands or federal public lands 

identified in the MPO planning area.   

 

MORPC uses a three-tier process to solicit input in the development of transportation 

plans, programs and policies.  This process includes a structured MPO committee 

process, a project-specific process and a public outreach/information dissemination 

effort tailored to meet specific needs. 
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The MPO’s existing public involvement structure incorporates the activities of 

three transportation committees: the Transportation Policy Committee, the 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) and the Community Advisory Committee 

(CAC). 
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Transportation 

Policy Committee 

Transportation 
Advisory Committee 

(TAC) 

 

MPO Staff 

Community Advisory 
Committee 

(CAC) 

Transportation Policy Committee - The Policy Committee is the MPO.  It is responsible 

for the review and adoption of all MPO planning work products such as the PIP, the 

Planning Work Program (PWP), the 20-year Metropolitan Transportation Plan, the 4-

year TIP, area studies, corridor plans, amendments to adopted plans and programs 

and COTA’s and DATABus’s programs and projects, and Section 5307 Urbanized Area 

Formula annual Program of Projects.  This committee, upon recommendations from 

TAC and CAC, makes decisions on transportation policy. 

 

The Policy Committee includes the representation of local elected officials, officials of 

agencies that administer or operate major modes or systems of transportation, 

appropriate state officials, and chair of the CAC.  

 

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) – TAC provides technical advice, assistance, 

and recommendations to the Policy Committee and MPO staff.  TAC reviews the 

procedures for and results of the various phases of the transportation planning 

process and special studies, methodology, projections, assumptions, and 

recommended plans, programs, strategies and solutions before submission to the 

Policy Committee.   

 

TAC’s membership represents state, local, and federal transportation agencies, public 

utilities, public and private transportation providers, environmental and freight 

interests, and consultants.   

 

The Community Advisory Committee (CAC) – The CAC provides recommendations to 

the Policy Committee from a citizen, special interest and community perspective.  The 

CAC is one method by which the public can review and participate in all current 

transportation planning efforts, projects and issues. 
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The CAC membership, as defined by its bylaws, is a broad representation of the 

community including, but not limited to, low-income and minority households, special 

interest groups, neighborhood and area commissions and those traditionally 

underserved by transportation.   

 

By having a membership which usually serves for several years, the CAC becomes 

educated about the often complicated transportation issues, constraints, and 

processes and their relationship to other conditions in the community.  For more 

information see the CAC Bylaws (Appendix A).  

 

Tier 2: Project-Specific Public Involvement 

 

Participation in specific studies occurs through the formation of committees or the 

utilization of standing committees.  The committee’s structure is reviewed to 

ensure that the appropriate segments of the population and specific special 

interests are represented and encouraged to participate.  The committee members 

assist by addressing study issues through reviewing and providing feedback on 

information presented, answering questions at public meetings and by providing 

information to local constituents.  

 

Agencies that undertake area studies and corridor plans, where there is a specific 

need of intensive study to determine potential transportation needs and impacts 

and which will be formally adopted by the MPO follow this process.  Persons who 

may be impacted directly by the study results are involved through the following 

process: 

 

 Advisory groups may be established for the study or standing committees that 

include the representation of specific target groups.  Representatives from 

appropriate neighborhood and area commissions, employers, resource 

agencies, businesses, special interests, and local, state and federal 

transportation agencies are invited to participate.  The advisory group meetings 

are held in venues convenient to the study area.   

 

 Public meetings are scheduled in the study area.  Invitations to attend the 

meetings are placed on the Agency website and Facebook, placed in electronic 

newsletters, and distributed by direct and electronic mail to neighborhood and 

civic associations, employers, businesses, resource agencies, media and local 

communities in the study and transportation planning area.    

 

Interim and final results of these studies are presented to the advisory groups, CAC, 

TAC, Transportation Policy Committee and other interested groups and 

communities.  Short, written reports on progress may also be provided.   

 

Information on the study milestones may be displayed in a newsletter and 

distributed to the media, general public, and public libraries, placed on a website 

and on social media.  A website specifically for the study may be developed. 
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If this is the case, all written documents and presentations will include the web 

address of the study.   

 

All study plans, draft and final versions, are available for public review and 

comment at area libraries, the performing agency, and on the website.  Upon 

request, MPO work products and documents are made available in alternative 

formats. 

 

 Tier 3: Public Outreach/Information Dissemination 

 

MORPC involves the public in the transportation planning process through an array 

of outreach methods.  Public meetings, one-on-one contacts, social media, 

presentations and the website are used to engage the public in the planning 

process.  Upon request, MPO work products and documents are made available in 

alternative formats. 

 

Public Outreach 

 

The public outreach program for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, the TIP, 

COTA, DATABus and FTA Section 5307 Program of Projects includes the following: 

 

Legal notices are placed, as required by 23 CR Part 450.316, in local newspapers 

(with the largest circulation for each county and minority newspapers) prior to 

public review periods for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan, the TIP and all 

public hearings.  MORPC’s Calendar of Events is updated and press releases are 

distributed to the media announcing the availability of draft and final major 

reports, public review periods, public meetings and other transportation planning 

efforts. 

 

Posting of information on all transportation programs and projects including links 

to significant projects located within the transportation planning area that are not 

conducted by MORPC can be found at www.morpc.org.  Public comments can be 

submitted on the website, by electronic mail or sent through U.S. mail.   

 

Announcements to review draft reports and attend public meetings are sent to 

neighborhood and civic associations, local communities, special interest groups, 

businesses and resource agencies by direct and electronic mail, placed on social 

media and included in electronic newsletters.  

 

MORPC’s periodic publications that provide information pertaining to various 

transportation activities include an electronic newsletter, Regional eSource and 

the agency print newsletter, MORPConnection.   

 

Copies of all drafts and final reports are distributed to the metropolitan libraries 

and state library in the transportation planning area, and are placed on the 

website at www.morpc.org/transportation.  

 

http://www.morpc.org/
http://www.morpc.org/transportation
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CONSULTATION 

 
As the MPO, MORPC conducts a transportation planning process that is continuous, 

cooperative and comprehensive with a 20-year horizon.  This process results in plans 

and programs that consider all transportation modes and supports the goals in the 

metropolitan transportation plan.  During this process, MORPC as the MPO will consult 

agencies and officials responsible for other planning activities within the metropolitan 

planning area that are affected by transportation (state and local planned growth 

agencies, airport operations, freight movements, safety agencies, active transportation 

groups, non-profit organizations, environmental protection groups, economic 

development agencies) and provide for the design and delivery of transportation 

services.    

 

The consulting agencies will provide input and comments to MORPC, the Ohio 

Department of Transportation, COTA and DATABus (current plans, studies, data, and 

analysis) on the various components of the transportation planning process.  The input 

will be considered and provided to the public for review and comment during each of 

the milestones:  

 

 Evaluating the current transportation system and future needs  

 Identifying performance measures and implementation strategies addressing 

deficiencies in the transportation system 

 Identifying a fiscally balanced financial plan that can be expected for 

implementation 

 Announcement of strategies, solutions and projects 

 

 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

PROCEDURES 
 

The various components of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan are presented to 

the CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy committees for review and comment over 

the course of its development.  A notice of availability of the draft documents for 

review with a minimum 30-day comment period by the general public is distributed 

by social media, and by direct and electronic mail to neighborhood and civic 

associations, employers, resource agencies, media, and local communities.  A 

notice of availability and copies of draft documents are distributed to area libraries 

and placed on the website at 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/overview/main.asp. 

 

The MPO hosts an open house 30 days prior to the adoption of the transportation 

plan.  A formal presentation is provided, the various components of the 

transportation plan are displayed and MPO staff is available to answer questions.  

Invitations to attend the open house are distributed by direct and electronic mail 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/overview/main.asp
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and social media to CAC, TAC, Transportation Policy Committee members, 

neighborhood and civic associations, employers, resource agencies, social service 

agencies, media, and local communities in the transportation planning area.  A copy of 

the formal presentation is placed on the website.  Upon request, MPO work products 

and documents are made available in alternative formats. 

 

All comments received are considered public comments, and therefore are subject to 

disclosure under Ohio’s Public Records Act.  All public comments received are reviewed 

for consideration and if found appropriate, are incorporated into the document.  All 

responses are included in the final adopted document in a separate appendix.  Copies 

of the final adopted document are sent to metropolitan libraries and the state library in 

the transportation planning area.   

 

In order for transportation projects to be eligible for federal funding, they must be 

included in the Metropolitan Transportation Plan.  At times it may be necessary to 

amend the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Amendments to the Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan will be made available to the public for a 30-day comment period 

prior to approval.  The amendment is brought before the CAC, TAC and Policy 

Committees for approval.  The amendment and the revised Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan including the revised project listing, map and other amendment 

changes will be placed on the website.  

 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) PUBLIC 

INVOLVEMENT PROCEDURES 
 
Prior to the development of the draft TIP, a legal notice is placed in the major local and 

minority newspapers announcing the update.  The notice will satisfy requirements for 

public participation in the development of FTA Section 5307 Program of Projects. A 

notice announcing the availability of the draft TIP for review with a minimum 30-day 

comment period is sent to CAC, TAC, Transportation Policy Committee members, 

neighborhood and civic associations, employers, resource agencies, media, and local 

communities in the transportation planning area.  The notice distributed by direct and 

electronic mail and social media announces the comment period and states where a 

copy of the document can be obtained or viewed.  The draft document is distributed to 

the metropolitan libraries and the state library in the planning area and placed on the 

website at 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/overview/transportation_improvement.asp.   

 

MORPC hosts an open house 30 days prior to the adoption of the TIP.  Elements of the 

TIP, including FTA Section 5307 Program of Projects, are displayed and a presentation 

is conducted on the information.  The presentation is placed on the website.  MPO staff 

is available to answer questions.  Invitations to attend the open house are distributed 

by electronic and direct mail, and social media to CAC, TAC, Policy Committee 

members, neighborhood and civic associations, employers, resource agencies, media, 

and local communities in the transportation planning area.  Upon request, MPO work 

products and documents are made available in alternative formats. 

 

 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/overview/transportation_improvement.asp


 

 

 

Recognizing that the impacts of federal programs and activities may raise questions of 

fairness to affected groups, President Clinton, on February 11, 1994, signed Executive 

Order 12898: Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 

and Low-Income Populations.  The needs of those traditionally underserved by the 

existing transportation system are sought and considered by the MPO.  The following 

actions are meant to reduce the barriers for participation in the decision-making process 

by low-income and/or minority residents, elderly, or people with disabilities. 

 

Post card notices are mailed informing the underserved populations of opportunities to 

participate, major milestones, and public meetings.  When possible, public meetings are 

held in locations that are located along a transit bus route, convenient to low-income 

populations and accessible to people with disabilities.  Such locations include public 

libraries, schools, community centers, and churches.  Agencies and organizations that 

represent these populations are included in mailings. 

 

Upon request, MPO work products and documents are made available in alternative 

formats. 
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Comments are received electronically, by U.S. mail, or submitted in writing at public 

meetings.  MORPC will accommodate the needs of any public in submitting 

comments.  All public comments received are considered and responses are 

included in the final adopted document located in a separate appendix.  Copies of 

the final document are placed on the website and sent to the metropolitan libraries 

and the state library in the transportation planning area.   

 

Periodically amendments to the TIP are needed because the schedule, scope or 

funding of a transportation project needs to be revised or a new project added to the 

TIP.  Notice of the amendment will also satisfy the public participation requirements 

for FTA Section 5307 annual Program of Projects. The amendment is brought before 

the CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committees for approval.  Notification of a 

TIP amendment will be included on the committees’ agendas. Significant 

amendments are made available to the public for a 30-day comment period prior to 

approval.  All amendments to the TIP are placed on the website. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
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AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT 
 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) http://www.ada.gov/pubs/ada.htm is 

a civil rights statute that prohibits discrimination against people with disabilities in all 

aspects of life.  ADA therefore calls for federally assisted programs to be accessible to 

people with disabilities.  People with disabilities are encouraged to participate through 

MORPC’s CAC and to get involved in the development and improvement of 

transportation and paratransit plans and services.  All public meetings conducted by the 

MPO take place at locations that have accessible facilities so as to accommodate 

people with mobility limitations.   

 

 MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION NONDISCRIMINATION 

COMPLAINT PROCEDURES FOR PROGRAMS OR ACTIVITIES OF 

MORPC 
 

 MORPC does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, national origin, gender, 

sexual orientation, familial status, religion or disability in programs, services or in 

employment.  Information on non-discrimination and related MORPC policies and 

procedures is available at www.morpc.org.  The information is also publically displayed 

in all MORPC conference rooms, lobby and lounge areas.  Nondiscrimination procedures 

cover all external complaints regarding MORPC programs and activities filed under Title 

VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or 49 CFR 21 and are available at: 

www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/title-vi, “Nondiscrimination in the 

Federally Assisted Programs of the Department of Transportation.”  Information on how 

to file a complaint can be viewed on MORPC’s website at  

www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/non-discrimination-complaints, or a 

hard copy may be requested by calling the Director of Human Resources at (614) 228-

2663.   

 

 

 

Rev June 2015 

http://www.ada.gov/pubs/ada.htm
http://www.morpc.org/
http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/title-vi
http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/non-discrimination-complaints


 

 

111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 

Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 

T 614.228.2663 

TTY 614.228.2663 

 

www.morpc.org 



Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Thursday, June 11, 2015 

2:45 p.m. 

 

Transportation Policy Committee Members 

Karen Angelou 

Trudy Bartley 

Randy Bowman 

Andrew Brush 

Ron Bullard 

Marilee Chinnici-Zuercher 

Derrick Clay 

Ben Collins 

Mike Compton 

Karl Craven 

Tracie Davies 

Michael Ebert 

Matt Greeson 

Dan Havener 

Tom Homan 

Jenna Jackson 

Erik Janas 

Larry Jenkins 

Steve Kennedy 

Benjamin King 

Bill LaFayette 

Rich Lehmuth 

Greg Lestini 

Kim Maggard 

Mike Maleski 

Rory McGuiness 

Bonnie Michael 

Erin Miller 

Ellen Moss Williams 

Robert Myers 

Victor Paini 

Vince Papsidero 

David Paul 

Eric Phillips 

Rob Platte 

Michael Schadek 

Don Schonhardt 

Ashley Senn 

Mike Sherman for Dean Ringle 

David Simmons 

Thom Slack 

Ike Stage 

Ted Staton 

Joe Stefanov 

Curtis Sstitt 

Steve Stolte 

Scott Tourville 

Cristina Villacinda-Farr 

Nancy White

 

Commission Members 

Bill Habig   
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Chair Eric Phillips called the Transportation Policy Committee Meeting to order at 2:45 p.m. 
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Metropolitan Planning Organization Report  

 Transportation Systems & Funding – Thea Walsh, Director 

Thea Walsh reported that the Transportation Review and Advisory Council (TRAC) applications are 

being accepted through June 30, 2015. The applications are for new and updated projects over $12 

million. The applications will go through an evaluation process and then Thea Walsh will testify 

regarding Central Ohio projects in the fall. In December 2015 the draft 2015 TRAC projects list will be 

released for public comment. 

 

The Columbus Regional Airport Authority with Norfolk Southern applied for a Transportation 

Investments Generate Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant. They are asking for $17.5 million for a rail 

improvement project. 

 

The Transit Pass & Bike Training Program has kicked-off. MORPC is working with Capital 

Crossroads/Discovery Special Improvement District (SID) and COTA on a transit pass subsidy pilot 

program. The pilot program provides free, unlimited access to transit for employees at five companies 

in the SID. MORPC is working with Yay Bikes! to provide downtown bike commuting practices 

education (10 information sessions and 35 training rides). 

 

Public involvement efforts continue for MORPC, COTA and the City of Columbus for their long-range 

plans: the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), NextGEN and Connect Columbus. MORPC’s Maria 

Schaper, COTA’s Curtis Stitt, and City of Columbus’s Patti Austin appeared on All Sides with Ann 

Fischer on May 7, 2015. The next Connect Columbus Charrette is Monday-Thursday, July 13-16, 

2015, at the Franklin County Board of Elections, 1700 Morse Road.  

 

Consent Agenda 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the Consent Agenda; motion passed. 

 

COTA Transit System Redesign (TSR) & Downtown Plan – W. Curtis Stitt, COTA President and CEO 

Curtis Stitt gave a presentation on COTA’s Transit System Redesign: Proposed Downtown Plan. COTA is taking 

a close look at recommendations and focusing on how to move people more efficiently. Full implementation is 

expected by 2017. More information on COTA’s Downtown Plan is available at www.cota.com/DowntownPlan.  

 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update – Thea Walsh, MORPC Transportation Systems & Funding Director 

The July-August edition of the MORPC 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan Newsletter is at each 

seat.   

 MTP Candidate Projects – Nancy Reger, MORPC Regional Data & Mapping Director 

In the interest of time, the preview of the MTP Candidate Projects interactive map was moved to 

following the Commission meeting. Interested parties were invited to stay for a short tutorial. 

 

The Transportation Policy Committee Meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Rory McGuiness, Secretary 

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission  

http://radio.wosu.org/post/future-tranportation-central-ohio
http://radio.wosu.org/post/future-tranportation-central-ohio
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/2015JuneCommCOTAPres.pdf
http://www.cota.com/DowntownPlan
http://www.morpc.org/Assets/MORPC/files/061115MTP_OnePager-June2015_V4.pdf
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/2016-2040-plan/index


 

Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Nick Gill, Assistant Director 

Transportation Systems & Funding  

 

DATE: 

 

July 6, 2015 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-13-15: "AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL 

YEAR (SFY) 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM" 
 

Proposed Resolution T-13-15 will add or modify four projects on the SFY 2016-2019 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) with commitments totaling over $97 

million. These changes are necessary to enable these projects to advance using the 

identified sources of funding and to maintain fiscal constraint. This month ODOT will 

ask the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA) to amend the Statewide TIP to include these changes.  

 

Attachment 1 to the resolution provides a description of the funding and scope of 

each project, including a description of the bicycle and pedestrian components. The 

amendment includes a new commitment of MORPC-attributable funds: 

 

 ODOT District 6: US 23 at SR-315 Intersection Modification 

 

Below is an explanation of the proposed changes to the TIP.  

 

Columbus has a commitment of ODOT funds to address safety at the intersection of 

Livingston Avenue and Barnett Road. The amendment would add the detailed design 

phase to SFY 2016. The funds were listed in the 2014-2017 TIP for SFY 2015 but 

were not included in funds carried forward to the 2016-2019 TIP. 

 

ODOT District 5 requested the addition of a project to replace a culvert on Smoke 

Road in Etna Township. 
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ODOT District 6 requested the following modifications to the TIP: 

 Increase construction funding for a project to modify the US 23 at SR-315 

intersection. The project is scheduled to be awarded in December. The 

City of Delaware was the lead agency for the preliminary engineering 

through construction plan development. ODOT was lead agency for right 

of way acquisition and construction. Delaware has requested that 

$250,000 of the remaining Delaware urbanized area STP funds be 

committed to the project to offset an increase in the cost estimate. This 

would be a new commitment of MORPC-attributable funds. Delaware has 

elected to make use of Toll Credits recently allocated by ODOT, which will 

enable them to use more of the remaining Delaware urbanized area STP 

funds instead of providing a 20 percent match. 

 Add a project to perform detailed design of a rail spur to the proposed rail 

campus at Rickenbacker airport. 

 Increase construction funding reconstruct and add capacity to I-71 

between Stringtown Road and the SR 315/I-70 interchange. 

 

 

NTG:NJV:bsn 

 

Attachments: 

 Project Map 

 Proposed Resolution T-13-15 

 



RESOLUTION T-13-15 

 

“AMENDING THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (SFY) 2016-2019 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 

PROGRAM” 

 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Committee of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission 

(MORPC) adopted the SFY 2016-2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by Resolution  

T-12-15; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Columbus has requested the modification of one project on the 2016-2019 

TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Ohio Department of Transportation has requested the addition and modification of 

projects on the 2016-2019 TIP as shown in Attachment 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, the projects are consistent with the transportation policies, plans, and programs, 

including the most recent Metropolitan Transportation Plan adopted by the Transportation Policy 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on June 29, 2015, and the 

Transportation Advisory Committee at its meeting on July 1, 2015, recommended approval of this 

resolution to the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That the MORPC SFY 2016-2019 TIP be amended to include the project information 

as shown in Attachment 1. 

 

Section 2. That it affirms that the fiscal balance of the SFY 2016-2019 TIP is maintained. 

 

Section 3. That the determination of conformity between the TIP and the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) is hereby reaffirmed, as the projects are exempt from conformity 

requirements or have been included in the most recent air quality conformity 

approval. 

 

Section 4. That this resolution will be transmitted to ODOT and all local agencies listed as 

sponsoring agencies in Attachment 1 for appropriate action. 
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Page 2 

 

 

 

Section 5. That the Transportation Policy Committee finds and determines that all formal 

deliberations and actions of this committee concerning and relating to the adoption 

of this resolution were taken in open meetings of this committee.  

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Eric Phillips, Chair 

MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

_________________________________________  

Date 

 

Prepared by: Transportation Staff 

 

Attachment: 

 Amended Project Information for the SFY 2016-2019 TIP 



Resolution T-13-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: Columbus PID: 98518 TIP ID: 2919 MTP ID:  992

Project Type(s): Intersection Modification/Sidewalks Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-CR015-01.65 Length (mi.): 0.1

PE-Detailed Design $20,078HSIP2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Livingston Ave at Barnett Rd, Intersection Modification & Sidewalks, Install left turn lanes on Barnett Rd. Reconstruct 

existing traffic signal.

Sidewalk on 1 side. New sidewalk will be added along the east side of Barnett Rd to the

Barnett Community Center. 0.1 mi. added to ped network.

None. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

PE-Detailed Design $2,231Local2016

Right-of-Way $250,000Local2016

Construction $792,000HSIP2017

Construction $88,000Local2017

Total: $1,152,309

Agency: ODOT 5 PID: 100390 TIP ID: 3085 MTP ID:  1020

Project Type(s): Culvert Maintenance Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: LIC-TR152-01.08 Length (mi.):

Construction $396,000Federal2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Smoke Rd at just N of I-70, Culvert Maintenance, Replacement of a 60" culvert associated with construction of the 

Interstate.

No information provided.

No information provided.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Construction $44,000State2016

Total: $440,000

Wednesday, July 01, 2015 Page 1 of 3

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 TIP.



Resolution T-13-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 79366 TIP ID: 1463 MTP ID:  692

Project Type(s): Intersection Modification/Safety Improvemen Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: DEL-US023-08.770 Length (mi.): 0.35

Construction $1,715,765HSIP2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

US-23 at SR-315 and Stratford Rd, Intersection Modification & Safety Improvement, realignment of intersection.

Multi-use path. Along the south side of the new Meeker Way to allow connection to planned bikeways. 0.1 mi. added 

to ped network.

Multi-use path. Along the south side of the new Meeker Way to allow connection to planned bikeways. 0.1 mi. added 

to bike network.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Construction $379,210NHPP2016

Construction $285,443State2016

Construction $250,000STP-M2016 MORPC Funds

Total: $2,630,418

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 87479 TIP ID: 1916 MTP ID:  1029

Project Type(s): Study Air Quality: E

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-Rickenbacker Rail Spur-NS RR line Length (mi.):

PE-Detailed Design $117,582HP2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

Rickenbacker Rail Spur from NS RR line to proposed rail campus, Study, W of Rickenbacker Pkwy, S of SR-317.

Not Applicable. 

Not Applicable. 

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Total: $117,582

Agency: ODOT 6 PID: 93497 TIP ID: 2752 MTP ID:  1313

Project Type(s): Major Widening Air Quality: SA

Co-Route-Sec: FRA-IR071-09.74 Length (mi.): 5.24

Construction $65,000,000GARVEE2016

State Fiscal Year Phase Source Amount

I-71 from Stringtown Rd to SR-315, Major Widening, add a third/fourth lane in each direction for maintenance of 

traffic during construction; added pavement will remain.  Re-deck and rehab 5 pairs of mainline structures.

Other. Plan to accommodate future shared-use paths along Frank Rd and Greenlawn Ave under I-71.

Other. Plan to accommodate future shared-use paths along Frank Rd and Greenlawn Ave under I-71.

Description:

Bike Components:

Ped Components:

Construction $7,515,000Federal2016

Construction $20,985,000State2016

Total: $93,500,000

Wednesday, July 01, 2015 Page 2 of 3

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 TIP.



Resolution T-13-15

Attachment 1 - Amended Project Information

Summary of Funding Sources

Source Description Total Amount

Federal Unassigned Federal Transportation Funds $7,911,000

GARVEE Federal Advance Construction Paid with State Bonds $65,000,000

HP High Priority (Congressional Earmark) $117,582

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement Program $2,527,843

Local Local Public Agency $340,231

NHPP National Highway Performance Program $379,210

State State Transportation Funds $21,314,443

STP-M Surface Transportation Program, Attributable to MORPC $250,000

Grand Total $97,840,310

Wednesday, July 01, 2015 Page 3 of 3

Funds in FYs prior to 2016 are not included in this report nor in the 2016-2019 TIP.
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Memorandum 
 

TO: 

 

Community Advisory Committee 

Transportation Advisory Committee 

Transportation Policy Committee 

 

FROM: 

 

Maria Schaper, Associate Planner 

Transportation Systems & Funding Department 

 

DATE: 

 

July 6, 2015 

SUBJECT: Proposed Resolution T-14-15: "ADOPTING THE FEDERAL 

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY 

SYSTEM IN THE MORPC TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AREA " 

 
 

The National Federal-aid Highway System is updated every ten years following the 

census and subsequent urban area boundary adjustments. MORPC approved 

changes to the urban area boundary in February 2013. The Federal-aid system is 

identified by the functional classification of routes, which determine the routes' 

eligibility for federal funding. The revised federal functional classification and federal-

aid highway system for the MORPC transportation planning area is what is being 

approved by this resolution.   

 

Generally, federal highway funding cannot be spent on roads that are not at least 

classified as “minor collectors” in the urban area or “major collectors” in the rural 

area. These routes are identified in color on the attached map. "Local" routes are not 

eligible for federal aid in either the urban or rural areas.  

 

Beginning in February 2014, MORPC staff coordinated with the counties, 

municipalities, and townships within and adjacent to the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO) area to review the functionally classified federal-aid system. Staff 

then transmitted proposed changes to the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) 

for further review and coordination. The proposed changes are to be reviewed by the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), with approval expected later this year. 

 

Once the system is approved, it can be amended between the Census updates. 

Amendments require approval by the MPO, ODOT and FHWA. 

 

The draft functional class/federal-aid highway system map is also available to view 

on MORPC's website: www.morpc.org. 

 

Attachment:  Resolution T-14-15 



RESOLUTION T-14-15 

 

“ADOPTING THE FEDERAL FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY SYSTEM IN 

THE MORPC TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AREA” 

 

WHEREAS, the highway functional classification and federal-aid highway systems for the Columbus 

Urbanized Area were adopted by the Policy Committee per Resolution T-22-04 and subsequent up-

dates; and 

 

WHEREAS, following the U.S. decennial Census and the adjustment to the Columbus and Delaware 

urban area boundaries adopted by Resolution T-3-13, a comprehensive review of the functional 

class and federal-aid systems was done; and 

 

WHEREAS, this review included the Columbus urban area and the adjacent rural areas in the MORPC 

transportation planning area in Delaware, Fairfield, Franklin, Licking, Madison, Pickaway and Union 

counties; and 

 

WHEREAS, MORPC has coordinated with the Ohio Department of Transportation and officials in the 

counties, municipalities and townships in the planning area on the changes to the functional class 

and federal-aid systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Community Advisory Committee at its meeting on June 29, 2015, and the Transporta-

tion Advisory Committee at its meeting on July 1, 2015, recommended approval of this resolution by 

the Transportation Policy Committee; now therefore 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE OF THE MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLAN-

NING COMMISSION: 

 

Section 1. That it adopts the revised highway functional classification and federal-aid systems 

for the MORPC transportation planning area. 

 

Section 2. That the executive director is authorized to take such other action and execute and 

deliver such other documents as, acting with the advice of legal counsel, he shall 

deem necessary and appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution. 

 

Section 3.  That this Committee finds and determines that all formal deliberations and actions 

of this Commission concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were 

taken in open meetings of this Commission. 
 

 

                                                                                

Eric S. Phillips, Chair 

      MID-OHIO REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Prepared by:  Transportation Systems & Funding Department 

Attachment(s): Federal Functional Classification Map 
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