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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure Federal Funding for 
Regional Projects

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) announced that $500 million will be 
made available for transportation projects this year under a seventh round of the 
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) competitive 
grant program. Three projects that would improve transportation infrastructure 
in Central Ohio were submitted: 

1. Rickenbacker Intermodal Facility Expansion Project – Columbus Regional 
Airport Authority in Partnership with Norfolk Southern Railway Company 
(MORPC provided a letter of support)

2. Rural Ohio Service Efficiency through Transit Technology Advancements 
(ROSETTA) – Ohio Department of Transportation

3. Marion Intermodal 3-OH-9 Project – Ohio Department of Transportation

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation 
on Transportation Issues

The U.S. Senate Committee for Environment and Public Works unveiled its 
proposed transportation reauthorization bill in June. Among other things, it 
proposes additional funding for projects that contribute to the efficient movement 
of freight. It also would create a program for larger transportation projects 
known as Assistance for Major Projects (AMP).  

While Congressional action is very likely before the current transportation 
reauthorization extension expires at the end of July, it is unclear whether a 
short-term extension or longer-term bill will be adopted. 

Promote Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation, as 
Well as Renewable and 
Alternative Energy

MORPC continues to monitor the Energy Mandates Study Committee that came 
out of SB310 during the previous General Assembly session. MORPC is regularly 
meeting with legislators assigned to the committee and their staff in order to 
discuss our interests in the work of the committee.  

MORPC supports HB72 and SB 185 that authorize port authorities to create energy 
special improvement districts (eSIDs) and increases the overall flexibility of how 
the districts can be organized and operated.  MORPC will be working with each 
of the bills’ sponsors to identify the best way to get either of these bills enacted.

MORPC supports HB176, a bill that will facilitate governments and other entities 
with converting their fleets to alternative fuels. The bill has been favorably 
reported by a reviewing committee in the House.

Explore Possibility of 
Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government 
License Plate Fees for 
Funding Infrastructure

MORPC’s License Plate Task Force met in June and will continue working on 
this issue.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.gov/tiger
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
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FY2016-2017 State Budget is Now Ohio Law
Am.Sub.H.B.64, the FY16-17 state budget, was signed into law on June 30, which met the Ohio Constitutional deadline.
The enactment includes:

 » 6.3% across-the-board income tax cut totaling over $1.8 billion over the biennium for small business owners, 
a 75% income tax deduction on the first $250,000 of net income for FY2016, and 100% deduction in FY2017, 
and levies a 3% flat tax rate above that

 » creation of the 2020 Tax Policy Study Committee, which will study various tax initiatives with the goal of 
researching and discussing forward-looking, comprehensive tax reform

 » allocation of $17 million in local government funding to pay for an increase in the number of law enforcement 
officer continuing training hours from four to ten, and a state database to track shootings involving officers 
(These changes reflect recommendations from the Governor’s Task Force on Community-Police Relations 
and the Attorney General’s Advisor Group on Law Enforcement Training.)

 » increase of $20 million to townships and $2 million to small villages
 » establishment of the Local Government Safety Capital Grant Program with a $20 million allocation over the 

next two years, and increases the percent of GRF tax revenues transferred to the Public Library Fund for 
local libraries

 » police training programs and increased training hours, in response to recommendations made by the Police-
Community Relations Task Force and the Ohio Attorney General

 » requirement that a municipal corporation that has a watershed management program with regard to a 
drinking water reservoir to allow an owner of property that is contiguous to a buffer around such a reservoir 
to maintain the buffer if the maintenance is for a specified purpose; further, officials are prohibited from 
issuing a citation to an individual who enters the buffer for the sole purpose of mowing vegetation or for any 
of the specified purposes

 » requirement that the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority to monitor the Energy Strategy Development 
Program, which will develop energy initiatives, projects, and policy that align with the energy policy of Ohio;

 » creation of the Abandoned Service Station Cleanup Fund, and authorizes the Director of Budget and Management 
to transfer to it not more than $20 million from the Clean Ohio Revitalization Fund

 » $10.4 million in grants for small fire departments to use on equipment and training
 » penalizes cities that continue to collect revenue from traffic cameras

Kasich Expected to Run for President
Governor John Kasich is expected to make his unofficial presidential campaign official on Tuesday, July 21 in Columbus. 
Kasich’s official website teased “a special announcement” for that date, and those wishing to attend the event could 
sign up for tickets. The announcement will be made at the Ohio Union on The Ohio State University campus at 9:30 a.m.

State + National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS), Ohio added 12,000 jobs in May, but the 
unemployment rate remained at 5.2 percent.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), total nonfarm payroll employment increased by 223,000 in 
June, and the unemployment rate declined to 5.3 percent. Job gains occurred in professional and business services, 
health care, retail trade, financial activities, and transportation and warehousing.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform
Recent Status: 4/29/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0; 4/29/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Commerce and Labor, (Fifth Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/9/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Commerce and Labor, (Fourth Hearing); 
3/17/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 
2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state 
programs.
Current Status: 6/30/2015 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; INCLUDES 44 LINE ITEM VETOS; Eff. 7/1/15
Recent Status: 6/29/2015 - Sent to Governor for Signature; 6/26/2015 - Consideration of Conference 
Committee Report; Conference Committee Report Accepted, Vote 61-34
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64

HB82 RIGHT-OF-WAY PENALTIES INCREASE (BEAGLE B) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the 
right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located 
within a school zone.
Current Status: 5/13/2015 - House State Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 4/29/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing); 3/18/2015 - House State 
Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

SB185 (Special Improvement Districts)
On June 16, Senator Bill Seitz introduced SB185, a bill to revise the law governing special improvement districts 
created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement projects.

SB192 (Traffic Law Revision)
On June 30, Senator Troy Balderson introduced SB192, legislation to provide that when a motor vehicle passes a 
bicycle the safe passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter the protocol for proceeding into an intersection 
that has malfunctioning traffic lights. This is similar legislation to HB154. MORPC sent a letter expressing support 
of the safe passing distance.

NEW BILLS INTRODUCED

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192
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HB86 DISTRACTED DRIVING (GROSSMAN C) To create the offense of “distracted driving” and to limit its 
application and prosecution to persons who also commit a moving violation or a vehicular homicide 
offense at the same time as the distracted driving offense.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status:3/26/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs 
and Public Safety, (First Hearing); 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans 
Affairs and Public Safety
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-86

HB107 SPEED-LIMIT REDUCTION REQUEST (STINZIANO M, RETHERFORD W) To permit a person or neighborhood 
association or organization to request the Director of Transportation to reduce the speed limit on the street 
or highway of the person’s residence or a street or highway located within the area of representation of 
the association or organization if the street or highway has a speed limit of not more than 35 miles per 
hour, and to permit a person or neighborhood association or organization to request the Director or a 
local authority to erect a stop sign at an intersection where currently no stop sign is present.
Current Status: 5/19/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status:5/12/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Second Hearing); 4/21/2015 - House 
Transportation and Infrastructure, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-107

HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (HAGAN C, DUFFEY M) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify 
requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding 
a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.
Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an 
appropriation.
Current Status: 6/17/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House State Government, (Fifth Hearing)
Recent Status:6/10/2015 - BILL AMENDED, House State Government, (Fourth Hearing); 5/27/2015 - 
House State Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130

HB150 HOTEL SALES-USE TAX (GROSSMAN C, SCHERER G) To require hotel intermediaries to collect and remit 
applicable sales and use tax on the full amount paid for hotel lodging, to require hotel intermediaries 
to supply customers with itemized invoices, to specify that a hotel intermediary is presumed to have 
“substantial nexus” with Ohio if the intermediary arranges lodging at Ohio hotels, and to specify that 
hotels are not liable for the failure of a hotel intermediary to properly collect or remit applicable taxes.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing); 4/21/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House Ways and Means
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-150

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-86
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-107
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-150
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HB154 BICYCLE PASSING DISTANCE-MALFUNCTIONING TRAFFIC LIGHTS (HENNE M, SHEEHY M) To provide 
that when a motor vehicle passes a bicycle the safe passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter 
the protocol for proceeding into an intersection that has malfunctioning traffic lights.
Current Status: 6/24/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, 
(Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/10/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (Second Hearing); 
5/12/2015 - House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs and Public Safety, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-154

HB159 REAR LICENSE PLATE (JOHNSON T, PATMON B) To require that motor vehicles carry only one license 
plate to be displayed on the rear of the vehicle, and to amend the version of section of the Revised Code 
that is scheduled to take effect January 1, 2017, to continue the provisions of this act on and after that 
effective date.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/19/2015 - House Transportation and Infrastructure, (Second Hearing); 5/12/2015 - 
House Transportation and Infrastructure, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-159

HB176 GAS-FUEL CONVERSION PROGRAM (HALL D, O’BRIEN S) To create the Gaseous Fuel Vehicle Conversion 
Program, to allow a credit against the income or commercial activity tax for the purchase or conversion of 
an alternative fuel vehicle, to reduce the amount of sales tax due on the purchase or lease of a qualifying 
electric vehicle by up to $500, to apply the motor fuel tax to the distribution or sale of compressed natural 
gas, to authorize a temporary, partial motor fuel tax exemption for sales of compressed natural gas 
used as motor fuel, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, House Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/16/2015 - House Ways and Means, (Third Hearing); 6/9/2015 - House Ways and Means, 
(Second Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176

HB180 RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (MAAG R) To prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 6/30/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 62-31
Recent Status: 6/30/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/9/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House Commerce 
and Labor, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180

HB182 JOINT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To revise the law governing the creation 
and operation of joint economic development districts (JEDDs) and enterprise zones.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/20/2015 - House Economic and Workforce Development, (Second Hearing); 5/13/2015 
- House Economic and Workforce Development, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-182

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-154
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-159
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-182
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HB190 WIND FARM SETBACKS-COUNTY (BURKLEY T, BROWN T) To permit counties to adopt resolutions 
establishing an alternative setback for wind farms and to extend by five years the deadlines for obtaining 
the qualified energy project tax exemption.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities; 5/6/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190

HB203 STARTUP OHIO INITIATIVE (STINZIANO M) To establish the Startup Ohio initiative in which universities and 
partnering business may collaborate in tax-free areas near campuses in this state to create jobs, attract 
entrepreneurs, and spur academic enrichment and to direct the Director of Budget and Management 
to transfer $100 million to the Ohio Venture Capital Program Fund.
Current Status: 5/19/2015 - Referred to Committee House Economic and Workforce Development
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-203

HB222 PUBLIC TRANSIT EMPLOYEE-ASSAULT (DRIEHAUS D, PERALES R) To increase the penalty for assault 
when the victim is an employee of an Ohio transit system whom the offender knows or has reasonable 
cause to know is such an employee engaged in the performance of the victim’s duties; to permit the 
court to impose a fine of up to $5000 and a six-month or lifetime prohibition from riding an Ohio transit 
system for assault committed in such specified circumstances; to authorize Ohio transit systems to 
post a warning sign indicating that abuse or assault of staff will not be tolerated and might result in 
a felony conviction; and to increase the penalty for evading payment of the known fares of a public 
transportation system.
Current Status: 6/9/2015 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/26/2015 - Referred to Committee House Judiciary; 5/20/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-222

HB232 SELLER-USE TAX COLLECTION (GROSSMAN C, SCHERER G) To prescribe new criteria for determining 
whether sellers are presumed to have substantial nexus with Ohio and therefore required to register 
to collect use tax, to allow sellers presumed to have substantial nexus to rebut that presumption, and 
to require a person, before the person enters into a sale of goods contract with the state, to register, 
along with the person’s affiliates, to collect use tax.
Current Status: 6/2/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 5/27/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-232

HB233 REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To authorize municipal corporations to create downtown 
redevelopment districts and innovation districts for the purposes of promoting the rehabilitation of 
historic buildings, creating jobs, encouraging economic development in commercial and mixed-use 
areas, and supporting grants and loans to technology-oriented and other businesses.
Current Status: 6/16/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/9/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing); 6/2/2015 - 
Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-203
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-222
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-232
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233
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HB237 TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES (DUFFEY M, HACKETT R) To regulate transportation network 
companies and transportation network company services.
Current Status: 6/25/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 95-0
Recent Status: 6/25/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
House Government Accountability and Oversight, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237

HCR7 TAX EXEMPT MUNICIPAL BONDS (SPRAGUE R) To urge the President and the Congress of the United 
States to preserve the tax-exempt status of municipal bonds.
Current Status: 6/16/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House Local Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/9/2015 - House Local Government, (Second Hearing); 3/17/2015 - House Local 
Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-7

HCR9 SUSTAINABLE ENERGY-ABUNDANCE PLAN (BAKER N, BOOSE T) To establish a sustainable energy-
abundance plan for Ohio to meet future Ohio energy needs with affordable, abundant, and environmentally 
friendly energy.
Current Status: 6/17/2015 - ADOPTED BY SENATE; Vote 32-1
Recent Status: 6/17/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/16/2015 - REPORTED OUT, Senate Public 
Utilities, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HCR-9

SB75 AGRITOURISM-ZONING (JONES S, PETERSON B) To limit the authority of a board of county commissioners 
or board of township trustees to prohibit agritourism through zoning, to apply current agricultural use 
valuation to land used for agritourism for property tax purposes, and to establish immunity in a civil 
action for agritourism providers.
Current Status: 6/10/2015 - Senate Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/18/2015 - Senate Civil Justice, (First Hearing); 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee 
Senate Civil Justice
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-75

SB146 DISTRACTED DRIVING-ENHANCED PENALTY (HUGHES J, SEITZ B) To establish an enhanced penalty 
for committing a moving violation while distracted.
Current Status: 6/25/2015 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 32-0
Recent Status: 6/25/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/24/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
Senate Criminal Justice, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB152 GEOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS (UECKER J) To enact section 9.49 and to repeal sections 
153.013 and 5525.26 of the Revised Code to prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 6/25/2015 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 21-11
Recent Status: 6/25/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 6/24/2015 - Informally Passed
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152

SB157 BICYCLE HELMET REQUIREMENT (JONES S) to generally require any person under sixteen years of 
age to wear a helmet while on a bicycle, to require bicycle rental businesses to inform any person under 
sixteen years of age who rents a bicycle of this requirement and provide helmet rentals, and to provide 
limited civil immunity for bicycle rental businesses that comply with these requirements.
Current Status: 6/24/2015 - Senate Civil Justice, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Civil Justice; 5/5/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-157

SB164 UTILITY SMART METER CONSENT (JORDAN K) To enact section 4928.661 of the Revised Code to require 
electric distribution utilities to obtain a customer’s consent prior to installing a smart meter on the 
customer’s property.
Current Status: 5/27/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Public Utilities
Recent Status: 5/13/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-164

SB185 SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (SEITZ B) To revise the law governing special improvement districts 
created for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy improvement projects.
Current Status: 6/23/2015 - Senate Energy and Natural Resources, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/17/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Energy and Natural Resources; 6/16/2015 
- Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185

SB192 TRAFFIC LAW REVISION (BALDERSON T) To provide that when a motor vehicle passes a bicycle the safe 
passing distance to the left is three feet, and to alter the protocol for proceeding into an intersection 
that has malfunctioning traffic lights.
Current Status: 6/30/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192

SJR1 PUBLIC OFFICE COMPENSATION COMMISSION (FABER K) Proposing to amend Sections 4, 20, and 31 
of Article II, Section 19 of Article III, and Section 6 of Article IV and to enact Section 20a of Article II of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio to establish the Public Office Compensation Commission.
Current Status: 6/24/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 6/2/2015 - House Government Accountability and Oversight, (First Hearing); 5/19/2015 
- Referred to Committee House Government Accountability and Oversight
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-1

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-157
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-164
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-185
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-192
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SJR-1


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 10

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE

State
Marijuana Legalization
On July 2, ResponsibleOhio filed several hundred thousand signatures to put its legalization amendment before voters 
and the General Assembly finalized legislation to propose an anti-monopoly amendment developed in response to 
the marijuana push. The Senate narrowly passed HJR4 (Curtin-Smith) on a 20-9 vote — the required three-fifths 
margin — after changing it to more specifically target drug legalization and to change the time frame of when 
monopoly-granting issues would appear on the ballot. The House concurred with Senate changes on a 72-15 vote.

Transportation Budget
Transportation budget HB53 (Grossman) went into effect on June 30, meaning young drivers will encounter new 
laws regarding motor vehicle training and operations. Notably, an Ohioan who is 18 years of age or older who fails 
the road and maneuverability test must now take an abbreviated driver training course before taking the test again. 
An 18-year-old can still obtain a full driver’s license without any training if he or she passes the test the first time.

Columbus Dispatch Sold
Jim Hopson, a Granville resident and veteran publishing executive, was named interim publisher of the Columbus 
Dispatch, after owner and publisher John F. Wolfe sold the newspaper to New Media Investment Group in June with 
a final price for the newspaper and commercial properties of $47 million. The Wolfes announced plans to sell the 
newspaper in early-June, citing an inability for a single-city newspaper to achieve the economies of scale needed to 
stay competitive as the industry changes.
 
Gubernatorial Election 2016
Former Governor Ted Strickland maintains a lead over current U.S. Sen. Rob Portman in the latest Quinnipiac University 
Poll on the 2016 U.S. Senate race. The survey was part of the most recent “swing state” poll by Quinnipiac and found 
U.S. Senate races in the swing states of Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida are all competitive for 2016. Strickland has a 
46 percent to 40 percent over Republican Portman, but his lead has shrunk from a nine-point advantage in an April 
Quinnipiac University poll.

Local Government 
Columbus has been selected as the “Intelligent Community of the Year” by the Intelligent Community Forum (ICF) 
during its annual summit in Toronto, Canada. The designation is awarded to the community that best creates inclusive 
economic opportunity and improves competitiveness through the use of broadband and information technology to 
innovate, collaborate, attract investment, improve the delivery of government services and raise the quality of life 
for its citizens.

Federal
Waters of the United States (WOTUS)
On June 29, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) & the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) released 
its final rule on defining what bodies of water can be considered “waters of the United States” (WOTUS). The purpose 
of WOTUS is to simplify the permit review process and protect water quality.

In response, Ohio Attorney General Mike DeWine filed a lawsuit against USACE and USEPA over the federal government’s 
contentious new regulations defining WOTUS. DeWine, who was joined in the lawsuit by Michigan Attorney General 
Bill Schuette, filed the lawsuit in federal district court in Columbus.
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The Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF) and the Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) expressed disparate views on 
the state’s lawsuit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (USEPA) new rule expanding the reach of the 
Clean Water Act to include many streams and wetlands across the country. “OFBF commends the action of Attorney 
General Mike DeWine in filing a lawsuit against the USEPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers over the ‘waters of the 
United States’ [WOTUS] final rule,” the organization said in a statement. OEC, however, said the lawsuit is “cloaked in 
the language of states’ rights, but its true purpose is to allow special interests to continue degrading and destroying 
Ohio’s water quality with little to no consequences to their bottom lines.”

New Market Tax Credit
In early-June, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said that a $55 Million New Market Tax Credit (NMTC) has been 
awarded to the Ohio Community Development Finance Fund, a Columbus economic development agency, The U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Community Financial Development Institution awards the tax credit. The NMTC program 
allocates credits to community development entities in order to attract investment in economic development projects 
in low-income regions that would otherwise suffer from a lack of financing.

Oil Tank Car Standards
On June 30, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) held a press conference near COTA’s Fields Avenue location on the 
north side to highlight his legislation to speed up the phase-out of older tank railcars that carry large quantities of 
flammable and hazardous materials. The legislation builds on the Department of Transportation’s new regulations 
that were finalized in May to tighten safety standards of railcars and update how hazardous and other materials are 
handled. The location was the site of a fiery train derailment in 2012. 

Extended Overtime Pay
The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) will soon be soliciting comments on a new rule President Barack Obama 
announced in late-June that will extend overtime pay to nearly 5 million salaried workers across the nation and an 
estimated 160,000 here in Ohio.

Affordable Care Act (ACA)
On June 25, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Ohio and other states do not need a state health care exchange 
for residents to receive subsidies under the Affordable Care Act (ACA. In a 6-3 decision, the Court decided against 
challengers in King v. Burwell, who argued language in the law restricts the use of tax credits to enrollees in state-run 
insurance exchanges. Currently, those that receive subsidies in Ohio and most other states are enrolled in exchanges 
set up by the federal government.

Same-Sex Marriage
On Friday, June 26, the nation’s highest court ruled that marriage is a constitutional right, overturning same-sex 
marriage bans in Ohio and across the country. In a 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) 
ruled in Obergefell et al. v. Hodges, Director, Ohio Department of Health,et al. that the Fourteenth Amendment requires 
states to license marriages between two people of the same sex and to recognize same-sex marriages when performed 
out of state. Justice Anthony Kennedy wrote for the majority, joined by Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Elena Kagan, 
Sonia Sotomayor and Stephen Breyer. “The right to marry is a fundamental right inherent in the liberty of a person, 
and under the Due Process Clause and Equal Protection Clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment couples of the same 
sex may not be deprived of that right and that liberty,” Kennedy wrote.
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