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In a May 31st memo, background on the National Highway System (NHS) was 

provided including information on the current review of the NHS. The NHS consists of 

roadways important to the nation's economy, defense, and mobility including the 

interstates and a limited number of other key facilities. The May 31st memo was also 

shared with local jurisdictions to solicit their input on which facilities to be included in 

the NHS.  

 

This memo provides the recommendations based on MORPC staff review and local 

jurisdiction feedback. These recommendations will be forwarded on to ODOT for 

review. The remainder of the memo recaps the NHS background and the 

recommended changes from what was proposed by ODOT. A map of the 

recommendations is attached. Upon concurrence with ODOT, MORPC will be asked to 

formally adopt the updated NHS in the future.  

 

National Highway System Review Background 

The NHS consists of roadways important to the nation's economy, defense, and 

mobility including the interstates and a limited number of other key facilities. Under 

MAP-21 the NHS was expanded to include all roadways classified as Principal Arterial 

and above according to the Federal Functional Classification System. Prior to MAP-21 

only a small percentage of Principal Arterial roadways were on the NHS. During the 

recent statewide functional classification review, ODOT, in conjunction with the 

districts, MPOs, and local officials, evaluated and classified all roads in Ohio under 

the Federal Functional Classification System. 

 

Upon completion of the functional classification review, ODOT distributed, through 

the district offices, NHS maps for each county for district and local review that 

included only roadways classified as Interstate, Freeway/Expressway and Principal 

Arterial. The purpose of that effort is to determine which roadways currently classified 

as Freeway/Expressway and Principal Arterial, according to the recent Functional 
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Classification update, should be included on the NHS. The Interstate System is 

automatically part of the NHS.  

 

During the review process, the districts, MPOs, and local entities are being asked to 

review ODOT’s suggestions and indicate whether they support or disagree with those 

suggestions, and offer alternate recommendations to those offered by ODOT which 

they do not support. The intent of this process is to reach agreement by all parties on 

a new NHS system for Ohio. 

 

MORPC Staff NHS Review Recommendations 

Attached is a map showing the existing NHS, changes to the NHS as proposed by 

ODOT, and changes to the NHS as proposed by MORPC staff in consultation with 

local communities. As shown on the map, the routes being proposed by MORPC to be 

added or retained in the NHS are as follows: 

 

 ODOT Proposed Additions – MORPC agrees 

o SR 37 from SR 161 to SR 3 

o US 62/Granville St. from I-670 to Hamilton Rd. 

 ODOT Proposed Removals – MORPC requests to remain on NHS 

o US 23 South from I-270 to I-70/I-71 

o SR 317/Hamilton Rd. from US 23 to SR 161 

o Cleveland Ave. from Broad St. to Westerville Rd.  

 NHS Change of Classification from Intermodal Connector to Standard NHS 

Route 

o SR 762/Duvall Rd. from US 23 to Ashville Pike 

o SR 762/Ashville Pike from Duval Rd. to Rickenbacker Parkway 

o Rickenbacker Parkway from SR 762/Ashville Pike to Alum Creek Dr. 

o Alum Creek Drive from Rickenbacker Parkway to I-270 

 Principle Arterials to add to the NHS  

o SR 37 from the split with US 36 to US 23 

o US 42 from I-70 to US 23 

o SR 665 from I-71 to US 23 

o Cleveland Ave. from Westerville Rd. to I-270 

o Alum Creek Dr. from I-270 to US 33/I-70 

 

MORPC agrees with the removal of the other Principle Arterials added by MAP-21 that 

ODOT has proposed.  
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Map

Current NHS Routes per MAP-21 Proposed by ODOT for Removal from NHS (some 
locations overlap with routes proposed to be retained by MORPC)

STRAHNET/Intermodal/Bus Terminal/Airport Connector
Interstates and Other Major Routes Specifically Designated By Congress (No Changes)

ODOT Urbanized
Area 2010

County Boundary

Transportation
Planning Area

Proposed by ODOT to be Added to NHS (Agreeable by MORPC)
Proposed by MORPC to be Added to or Remain on NHS (some locations overlap with 
routes proposed for removal by ODOT or Intermodal Connectors)
Potential Intermodal Connector pending separate ODOT Review Process of 
Intermodal Facilities


