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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 

1. What is the status of the MPO designation for the urbanized area?  

MPO designation reaffirmed through biennial agreement with ODOT. Updated urbanized area 
boundary completed in 2013 

2. Are changes in the designation being considered and if so, why and what are they?  

Yes. In process to be adopted by Policy Committee in December 

3. If the area has redesignated since SAFETEA-LU or MAP-21, does the policy board consist solely 
of officials as outlined in 23 U.S.C. 134(d)(2)?  

MPO not redesignated since SAFETEA-LU or MAP-21. In process of slight expansion now. It 
does comply with 23 U.S.C. 134(d)(2). 

4. Who are the members of the MPO? Who is represented on the policy board? Is the central city 
represented? Yes Area transit agencies? Yes 

See bylaws at http://www.morpc.org/transportation/public-involvement/policy-
committee/index 

5. Identify any implementing agencies that are not members of the MPO or policy board.  
 
No major entities not on Policy Board 
 
6. Identify any operators of major modes of transportation that are not members of the MPO.  

None 

7. What is the voting structure of the MPO? One vote per member? Vote by population weight? 
Combination?  
 
One Vote per representative. Number of representatives determined by population. See bylaws 
link above. 
 

  

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/public-involvement/policy-committee/index
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/public-involvement/policy-committee/index
ssaunders
Typewritten Text
Appendix M
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BOUNDARIES 

1. What is the date of the last MPO and the governor approvals for the UAB? For the MPA?  

MPA – the biennial agreement with ODOT June 2013 

UAB – MORPC adopted in March 2013 

2. Have the UAB and MPA been adjusted in accordance with the most recent Census?  

UAB – Yes, MPA in process 

3. Have the revised maps been submitted to both FTA and FHWA?  

UAB submitted to ODOT 

4. Where multiple MPOs are sharing geographic portions of a TMA, are agreements in place to 
address the responsibilities of each MPO for its share of the overall MPA?  

N/A 

5. Which, if any, areas are under consideration for inclusion in an expanded MPA over the next 20 
years? What factors will determine the decision on expanded boundaries?  
 
Policy level Boundaries Task force was formed and made recommendation. Much info was 
provided to them including urban area, required area, cost to serve expanded area, impact on 
available resources (planning and capital), context of overall agency service areas. 
 
6. If a TMA is identified by EPA as nonattainment or maintenance for ozone or carbon monoxide, 
has the MPA been expanded to match the nonattainment area boundary? (Note: Expansion is not 
required.)  

No changes to either in last 4 years 

7. If the MPA is different than the nonattainment area/maintenance area boundary, what interagency 
agreement exists for planning and air quality? Who has responsibility for planning in the area not 
addressed by the MPO? Is it being done?  

Yes – interagency AQ MOU=> ODOT, OEPA, MORPC, LCATS, FHWA, FTA updated 
August 2014.  

ODOT and locals are responsible for non MPO areas 

8. If the MPA has been adjusted, how will it affect the way that conformity is modeled?  

N/A 

9. If the MPA has been adjusted, did it change the representation of the policy board? If so, how? 
Were representatives of major modes of transportation added to the policy board?  

N/A 

10. If an MPA has been adjusted and now includes Federal lands and/or Indian Tribal lands, how are 
those affected now appropriately involved in the metropolitan planning process?  
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N/A 
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AGREEMENTS 

1. What official cooperative agreements or memoranda of understanding (MOU) identifying 
planning responsibilities have been established among the MPO(s), State(s), public transportation 
operator(s), and designated air-quality agency(ies)?  

The biennial agreement with ODOT June 2013. MORPC –COTA agreement (currently being 
updated), Various 2, 3 & 6 party agreements of varying ages with local jurisdictions. All 
agreements in the beginning process of being updated in conjunction with the new agreements 
for new MPO areas.  
2. Are agreements final, signed, and in effect? What are updates being developed or contemplated? 
What changes are planned?  

See answer above 
3. How are roles and responsibilities defined for development of the MTP, the TIP, the UPWP, or 
conformity-related products? For corridor or other major project studies?  

MORPC is responsible for all aspect of the MTP. MORPC puts together the TIP for the MPO 
area. We coordinate with ODOT and the transit agencies to incorporate their project and 
funding decisions for their programs into the TIP. ODOT develops a STIP development 
schedule and communicates that with the MPO’s. It includes several iterations of data 
downloads of project information to develop the Tip. MORPC prepares the UPWP in 
coordination with ODOT timelines and responding to any emphasis areas ODOT has 
identified. For corridor or other major studies, these are determined on a case by case basis. 
4. What processes are specified for coordination on project prioritization and selection for the TIP?  

MORPC has a process for selecting projects for MORPC attributable funding. MORPC 
provides input to ODOT TRAC process for major projects. MORPC ensures other projects 
selected for funding through other ODOT programs, significant local projects or transit 
agencies projects are consistent with the MTP.  
5. Is the role of public involvement addressed in terms of decision-making by the MPO? How is 
coordination of public involvement by the MPO with other planning participants addressed?  

MORPC has an adopted public involvement process (PIP) it follows. 
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/public-involvement/index 
6. How does the actual functioning of the MPO conform to the provisions of the agreement(s) as 
concerns the planning process, decision-making, and development of the key products?  

MORPC follows the PIP. The make up of the MPO board (Transportation Policy Committee) 
conforms to US DOT requirements. 
7. To what extent do existing agreements conform to regulatory requirements and how accurately do 
they represent the planning process as actually practiced? 
 
The biennial ODOT-MORPC agreements conform to the regulatory requirements as well as 
AQ agreement with MORPC, LCATS, ODOT, OEPA and US DOT. In conjunction with the 
agreements with the new areas to be included in the MPO, all other agreements are begin 
reviewed and updated with local jurisdictions and transit agencies.  
 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/public-involvement/index
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Unified Planning Work Program 

1. How is the UPWP developed?  

• How are the State and public transit agencies involved in UPWP development? What about 
the role of freight, nonmotorized transportation, bicycles, pedestrians, and other modal 
interests?  

MORPC prepares the UPWP in coordination with ODOT timelines and responding to 
any emphasis areas ODOT has identified. The draft is summarized and shared with 
CAC, TAC and Transportation Policy Committee (TPC) for review and comment. 

• How are UPWP activities developed, selected, prioritized? MORPC prepares the UPWP in 
coordination with ODOT timelines and responding to any emphasis areas ODOT has 
identified. 

• Who reviews the draft and Final Reports? How are comments elicited and addressed? Full 
draft is provided to ODOT for review and made available to CAC, TAC and TPC. 

• How is the final version approved?  Through the standard CAC, TAC and 
Transportation Policy Committee resolution. 

• How are non-Federally funded studies identified? A work element is included to 
generically reflect local planning activities (local jurisdictions and transit agencies). 
Summaries of major activities are included in the completion report each year. 

2. Required elements:  

• Planning priorities facing the metropolitan area. Included in Prospectus 

• Description of all metropolitan transportation and transportation-related air-quality planning 
activities anticipated within the timeframe (one or two years) of the work program. Provided 
in Work Element Descriptions 

• Documentation of planning activities to be performed in accordance with Titles 23 and 49 
Provided in Work Element Descriptions 

3. Questions about the UPWP’s strategic role in the planning process:  

• How does the UPWP provide a strategic view of and a strategic direction for metropolitan 
area planning activities? See Prospectus and products of work elements 
• How does the UPWP describe the MPO’s vision for the metropolitan area and the role of 
proposed activities in achieving desired outcomes? See Prospectus and products of work 
elements 
• How do the activities in the UPWP relate to the goals and priorities identified in the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan? Many of the work elements of the UPWP is the work 
plan to develop the MTP including collecting and maintain transportation data. Other 
work elements then work towards implementing the strategies of the MTP which are 
the means to achieving the MTP goals. 
• How does the UPWP provide for the development of performance measures that relate to 
the Metropolitan Transportation Plan’s goals and objectives? Development of PM’s are 
specifically listed in various work elements. 
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• How does the UPWP provide for funding of the professional development of the MPO 
staff? Although not specifically listed as staff training, many training opportunities 
related to the different work element activities are funded by the UPWP. 

4. How are amendments developed and processed?  

• If this is a consolidated planning grant (CPG) State: How much flexibility does the CPG 
provide in the administration and use of planning funds? What has been the experience 
concerning administration of fund transfers and reimbursements on a timely basis? There 
seems to be ample flexibility. There has not been any concerns with regard to 
reimbursements.  
• In the current UPWP, how are all available Federal fiscal planning resources budgeted? For 
the past two years, have all the fiscal resources been spent? Is there a running balance of 
Federal planning funds? If so, what is the average balance? What ongoing issues are there 
concerning over- or under-budgeting of Federal planning funds? See UPWP budget tables. 
All resources have been spent over the last two years. There are generally small 
carryovers (<10%) from year to year due to staff changes and special studies that are 
funded from other sources. Any carryover is expended in the first few months of the 
following fiscal year. No significant issues. Always more that we would like to do than 
staff time available. 
 
• How are planning activities tracked and their status reported to interested parties? For 
example, is a summary of the previous year’s activities and accomplishments included in the 
current UPWP? A completion report is developed each year.  

 

  



 
 
2014 Federal Certification Review   P a g e  | 7  

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING PROCESS 

1. How do the MPO, the State, and transit operators cooperatively determine their mutual 
responsibilities in the conduct of the planning process, including the following products?  

• Corridor refinement studies  - developed on a case by case basis depending on 
circumstances and lead entity 

• Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) see answers in previous section 

• Metropolitan Transportation Plan MORPC is lead and work with all jurisdictions, ODOT 
and transit agencies in its development. 

• Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) - MORPC puts together the TIP for the MPO 
area. We coordinate with ODOT and the transit agencies to incorporate their project 
and funding decisions for their programs into the TIP. ODOT develops a STIP 
development schedule and communicates that with the MPO’s. It includes several 
iterations of data downloads of project information to develop the Tip. 
 

2. How is development of both the Transportation Plan and the TIP coordinated with other providers 
of transportation (e.g., regional airports, maritime port operators)? We engage those providers 
through our committee structure as well a reaching out specifically during our outreach 
processes. 

3. How does the MPO review and approve the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and its updates? 
Significant components of the MTP is presented through our committee structure with 
resolution of adoption of various pieces along the way such as goals, objectives, growth 
projections & evaluation criteria. After extensive outreach on the complete draft document, it 
goes through our committee structure for adoption. 

4. How do the MPO and the governor approve the TIP and its amendments? TIP amendments are 
approved through our committee structure and then forward on to ODOT. 

5. In nonattainment or maintenance areas, how does the MPO coordinate the development of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan with the State Implementation Plan development process, including 
transportation control measures (TCM)?  In accordance to the interagency AQ MOU=> ODOT, 
OEPA, MORPC, LCATS, FHWA, FTA updated August 2014. 

6. In nonattainment or maintenance areas, how does the MPO ensure conformity with the SIP, in 
accordance with EPA regulations, as a condition for approval of any Metropolitan Transportation 
Plan or program? In accordance to the interagency AQ MOU=> ODOT, OEPA, MORPC, 
LCATS, FHWA, FTA updated August 2014. 

7. If more than one MPO has authority in a metropolitan planning area, did the MPO and the 
governor cooperatively establish the boundaries of the metropolitan planning area and the respective 
jurisdictional boundaries of each MPO? How are all plans and programs developed by multiple 
MPOs in a single metropolitan area coordinated? N/A 

8. In TMAs, how was the congestion management system developed as part of the metropolitan 
transportation planning process? What are the linkages between the congestion management process 
and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan and TIP? A CMP Manual of Practice was developed. 
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Results of modeling, special studies and region wide data collection and analysis are included in 
the MTP documentation.  

9. What role did the State play in development of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan? MORPC 
coordinated with them in its development including one on one outreach and inclusion in all 
community and stakeholder outreach. 

10. If the metropolitan planning area includes Federal public lands and/or Tribal lands, how were the 
affected Federal agencies and Indian Tribes involved in the development of the plans and programs? 
N/A 
 
11. What is the role of the transit operator and how is it involved in the MPO’s overall planning and 
project development process? Transit operators are included in our committee structure. MORPC 
coordinated with them continuously including one on one outreach and inclusion in all 
community and stakeholder outreach. 

12. How is the transit authority’s planning process coordinated with the MPO’s planning process? 
The transit operators use our PIP for many of their activities as well as their own. MORPC is 
included in their major planning activities. 

13. How were each of the SAFETEA-LU factors (identified above) considered in the planning 
process? See MTP chapter 1 
14. How were each of the SAFETEA-LU factors (identified above) considered in the planning 
process? See MTP chapter 1 
15. Is (was) a 45-day comment period provided before the process was (is) adopted (revised)? Yes 
16. What timely information about transportation issues, processes, transportation plans, programs, 
and projects is provided to citizens and others who may be affected? Committee structure meeting 
agenda and information is available on our website. MORPC issues a biweekly email 
newsletter.  Per the PIP additional outreach is conducted for major studies and the 
development of the MTP and TIP. 
17. What type of public access is provided to technical and policy information used in the 
development of plans and TIPS? Meeting materials are provided on the website. Draft 
documents are posted on the website for review. Additional details are made available upon 
request.  Are matters related to Federally aided programs considered in open public meetings? Yes 
18. What public notice is provided of public involvement activities and opportunities for public 
review at key decision points including, but not limited to, approval of Metropolitan Transportation 
Plans and TIPs (30-day comment period in serious and above nonattainment areas)? Meeting 
materials are provided on the website. Draft documents are posted on the website for review. 
Additional details are made available upon request. Items to be adopted by resolution are 
present to the committees at least the month prior to the actual resolution adoption. Open 
houses are held during final draft document review. 
19. How does the public involvement process demonstrate explicit consideration of and 
responsiveness to public input received during the planning and program development process? 
Documented in public involvement appendix. 
20. How do existing transportation systems identify and address the needs of those who have been 
traditionally underserved, including low-income and minority households? EJ outreach is 
documented in public involvement appendix. EJ technical analysis is document in EJ appendix. 
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21. How is the disposition of comments and changes in the final Metropolitan Transportation Plan or 
TIP documented, analyzed, and reported when significant oral and written comments are submitted? 
Documented in public involvement appendix. 
22. How much additional time is provided for public review if the “final” document is significantly 
different from the draft originally made available for public review? In accordance with PIP 
generally an additional month or next meeting cycle. 
23. What type of public review does the MPO undertake of the public involvement process to 
determine if the process is efficient and provides full and open access for all? Periodically update 
the PIP process primarily through feedback through the CAC with standard availability for 
review and comment of any major changes. 
24. How is public involvement in the metropolitan transportation process coordinated with the 
Statewide public involvement process to enhance public consideration of issues, plans, and 
programs? Varies from project to project. For Access OHIO we forwarded info about it 
through our resources as will as keeping our committees informed and staff participating on 
their committee. For STIP, our PI periods are coordinated. For major studies we will provide 
updates to our committees and make major PI opportunities announcements through our 
outreach activities.  
25. What elements of the public involvement process demonstrate consistency with Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Title VI assurance executed by each State? Title VI non-
discrimination language is included on draft and final reports, outreach material and on 
MORPC’s website.  The Title VI assurance appears on MORPC’s website and Notifying the 
Public of their Rights under Title VI notices, both in English and in Spanish,  are placed in 
MORPC main areas. MORPC’s Title VI policy also appears on every page of MORPC’s 
website.   Translators and interpreters are under contract with MORPC to provide service 
when and as needed.  MORPC’s website is also equipped with a translator.  
26. Identify actions to comply with ADA regulations. Notices are placed on meeting agendas to 
request special assistance if needed.  Deaf translators and interpreters are under contract with 
MORPC to provide service when and as needed.  MORPC’s website, building and restrooms 
are ADA accessible.  MORPC has and publishes a TTY telephone number. 
 
27. What opportunities are provided for participation by traffic, ridesharing, parking, transportation 
safety, and enforcement agencies; commuter rail operators; airport and port authorities; appropriate 
private transportation providers; and city officials? As stated in the PIP, opportunities are 
provided through several levels of participation; their meetings, representation on MORPC 
committees/working groups and direct contact, both electronic and U.S. mail.  
28. What opportunities are there for participation by local, State, and Federal environmental resource 
and permit agencies where appropriate? Opportunities are provided through several levels of 
participation; their meetings, representation on MORPC committees/working groups and 
direct contact, both electronic and U.S. mail.  
29. What technical and other reports are prepared through the metropolitan transportation planning 
process to ensure documentation of the development, refinement, and update of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan? The activities are documented in the MTP itself or its appendices. Some 
include crash fact sheets and high crash locations, complete streets policy and toolkit, 
documentation or reports of any special corridor or small area studies (some of which are done 
by others such as ODOT), freight fact sheets.  
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30. What type of routine evaluation is conducted of the public involvement process as required by 
Federal regulations? What consultation process has been conducted to include organizations 
representing low-income and minority populations in this evaluation? Evaluation of the process 
occurs at the end and at the beginning of every planning process.  Ongoing consulting occurs 
when we meet with organizations representing low-income and minority populations during 
the planning processes.  
31. How does the MPO respond to the annual Planning Emphasis Areas (PEAs) included by FTA in 
its annual apportionment Federal Register notice? To what extent do PEAs typically meet the MPO’s 
planning emphasis needs? How did the MPO respond to the PEAs?  

32. What is the MPO’s process for handling Title VI complaints? The process is identified in its 
entirety on our website. A two page form is completed and mailed, faxed or emailed to 
MORPC’s Director of Human Resources. 

33. How are freight shippers and transit users provided the opportunity to comment on the 
Transportation Plan, TIP, and other MPO products? What opportunities do private enterprises, 
including private transit providers, have to participate in the planning process? Opportunities are 
provided through several levels of participation; their meetings, representation on MORPC 
committees/working groups and direct contact, both electronic and U.S. mail. 

34. What public involvement procedures are used by transit operators? To what extent is public 
involvement coordinated between the MPO and transit operators? Could you provide examples of 
joint MPO/transit operator public involvement? COTA submits a copy of their press release to 
MORPC. MORPC places information regarding the press release on Social Media and in the 
MORPC electronic newsletter, eSource.  A COTA representative attends Community Advisory 
Committee meetings and provides updates and information, is a representative on our 
Transportation Advisory Committee and is a member of the Transportation Policy Committee.  
A quarterly meeting also occurs with the MPO and all transit agencies in the region. 
 
35. In TMAs designated as nonattainment for ozone or carbon monoxide, were Federal funds 
programmed for any project that would result in a significant increase in carrying capacity of SOVs? 
Yes If so, how did the CMP support this result, in complying with Federal regulations? The CMP 
provides the basis for identifying the need for the added capacity and the corridor or small 
area evaluation of the reasonable alternatives to address the Purpose and Need. What 
reasonably available strategies were incorporated to manage the SOV facility effectively?  The MTP 
discusses region wide TDM activities being undertaken as well as ITS and other strategies to 
manage the existing system. As proposed projects move through the Project Development 
Propose, reasonable alternatives are analyzed to address the Purpose and Need. 

37. In TMAs, did the CMP provides for effective management of new and existing transportation 
facilities through the use of travel demand reduction and operational management strategies, thus 
meeting the requirements of 23 CFR Part 500? Yes 

38. Does the MPO have a process for periodically evaluating the effectiveness of the CMP? What is 
the process? The CMP is a broad framework for identifying congestion and analyzing strategies 
to address it. The travel demand model is continuously being updated and maintained 
including collection of traffic counts. For areas that need more detailed study special studies 
are conducted. 
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METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

1. Does the MTP incorporate an initial 20-year planning horizon? Yes 

2. In nonattainment and maintenance areas, is the MTP reviewed and updated at least every four 
years? Yes 

3. What long- and short-range strategies and actions does the MTP identify leading to the 
development of a multimodal transportation system? How are the following addressed in the 
Transportation Plan?  

a. Projected demand: What are the roles and methods of demographic, land-use, and travel-
demand forecasting? See MTP chapter 2 

b. Congestion management strategies See MTP chapter 3 

c. Pedestrian walkway and bicycle transportation facilities See MTP chapter 3  

d. Design concept and scope of all existing and proposed major transportation facilities See 
MTP chapter 3 

e. Maintenance and preservation of the Federally supported, existing and future transportation 
system See MTP chapter 4 

f. Transportation, socioeconomic, environmental, and financial impacts of the overall plan See 
MTP chapter 6 and appendicles 

g. Local and regional land-use plans and development objectives, housing goals and strategies, 
community development and employment plans and strategies, environmental resource plans, 
and the area’s overall social, economic, environmental, and energy conservation goals and 
objectives See MTP chapter 2 

h. What transportation enhancements are identified? Generally those details are not 
developed at the MTP stage. However, all projects are expected to be built in 
accordance with proper accommodations for all modes as appropriate in the context of 
the area.  

i. How is the plan financially constrained? See MTP chapter 6 

j. How is public involvement incorporated in development of the Transportation Plan? What 
opportunities are provided for participation in its early stages and throughout the course of its 
development? See MTP Appendix F 

k. What strategy has been developed to implement provisions of the MTP? Have 
implementation priorities been established?  The MTP does identify shorter range and 
longer range strategies/projects 

l. In nonattainment and maintenance areas, have the MPO, FTA, and FHWA determined 
conformity in accordance with the Clean Air Act and EPA regulations? Yes 

m. How have Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related requirements been addressed? 
See MTP Appendix D and F 
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n. How have the State DOT and metropolitan transit operators participated in Plan 
development? MORPC coordinated with them in its development including one on one 
outreach and inclusion in all community and stakeholder outreach. 

 
4. How is the distribution of impacts to different socioeconomic and ethnic minorities identified and 
measured? How are benefits and burdens across all socioeconomic groups examined in the 
modeling and planning performed in support of Transportation Plan development? See MTP 
Appendix D 
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FINANCIAL PLANNING 

1. How is the financial information in the financial plan coordinated with all of the affected agencies 
(MPOs, State DOT, transit operators, local jurisdictions)? See MTP chapter 6 

2. How are the assumptions and data sources for each revenue source (Federal, State, local, other) 
documented in the financial plan? See MTP chapter 6 

3. How are the approaches for forecasting future revenues documented and defined? See MTP 
chapter 6 

4. Do all revenue figures cover consistent timeframes and fiscal years? Yes 

5. Are consistent dollar values used and defined? Yes 

6. How is the financial plan made available to the public? Through the PIP activities of the overall 
MTP 

7. Do the MTP and TIP clearly indicate which revenue sources exist and which are new? Yes 

8. How are new revenue sources identified and how are the strategies to achieve these documented?  

The TIP generally only uses continuation of existing revenue sources. If new, specifically 
documented in TIP. 

MTP mostly uses continuation of existing funding sources. Assumptions of new sources are 
documented in the financial section of the MTP. 

9. Are the responsible parties for implementing these strategies identified? In general yes. although 
specific projects do not have identified project implementers. 

10. If the MTP includes “illustrative projects,” how are these projects and their associated revenue 
sources clearly separate and distinguishable from the fiscally constrained portion of the plan?  

N/A 

11 Are anticipated discretionary funds consistent with past levels of discretionary funds and are they 
actually allocated to the pertinent agencies/jurisdictions, or is there a clear strategy for securing those 
funds? 

N/A  

12. For the TIP in non-attainment and maintenance areas, how do you ensure only projects for which 
funding is available or committed are included for the first two years? 
The entire 4 year TIP only includes project for which funding is committed based on 
information from project sponsor. Most of the TIP projects are ODOT 

13. Does the TIP provide specific information on revenue source by program year and funding 
source? What information is provided?  

Yes – see TIP table 13 

14. What steps are taken to ensure the financial plans for the TIP are consistent with those of the 
MTP?  
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Each project on the TIP is associated with a project in the MTP with the MTP ID in the project 
listing. Cost & scope estimate is reviewed for consistency with the MTP listing 

15. What mechanism is used to ensure project cost updates from completed environmental 
documents, mega project cost plans, and final designs are included in MTP and TIP documents?  

We have access to the ODOT project management system (ELLIS) and use information from it 
to get updates on project status and all cost info from ELLIS is provided to us. 

16. What procedures are followed to ensure the TIP financial plans within the State are consistent 
with the STIP? MORPC looks at our MPO area. ODOT is responsible for ensuring the funds 
they control are balanced on a statewide basis. 

17. What types of historical data are used as a basis for preparing conceptual project estimates? How 
are the data adjusted for time (schedule), location and other project specific conditions? ODOT 
provided cost estimating procedures are followed. ODOT provided future inflation rates are 
used. 

18. How are contingency amounts incorporated into the estimate? Are contingency amounts based on 
total estimated costs, identified project risks, or some other variables? ODOT provided cost 
estimating procedures are followed. 

19. How are cost differences between the long-range planning (MTP) conceptual cost estimates and 
the programming (TIP) conceptual cost estimates reconciled? How and where is this process 
documented? The best available cost estimate is used at the time the MTP is developed. For 
projects not in the next few years a cost range is shown in the MTP. For nearer term projects 
they would have generally be farther along the project development process with some more 
cost certainty. It is expected that these costs will be continue to be refined and updated. The 
TIP fiscal balance would then control. We have not experienced a situation where there has 
been a significant cost change that would necessitate reconciling with the MTP. 

20. What triggers an update of an estimate during the long-range planning and programming process? 
Are estimates updated on an ongoing basis as project development progresses? Are estimates updated 
when major design changes occur or through some other triggering mechanism? Cost estimates are 
updated on an ongoing basis as additional details about a project become known. The best 
available information is included at the time of MTP adoption every 4 years. 

21. Which of the agencies responsible for operations and maintenance (O&M) on the Federally-
supported system involved in the development of O&M estimates? Explain the process. Is their 
participation documented in a formal agreement?  ODOT provides MORPC info on their 
activities. MORPC works with transit agencies and local jurisdictions to get information on 
their expenditures. No formal agreement.  

 

22. How is an “adequate” level of O&M determined? Are needs derived from a desired level of 
service or rating of asset condition and how will these be met with expected funding level? How 
many of the agencies involved have an asset management system? See MTP chapter 4 

23. Are levels of service or ratings of facility condition expected for a given funding level 
communicated to the public? How? N/A also see chapter 4 
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24. What triggers an update of an O&M estimate during the long-range planning and programming 
process? Are estimates updated on a periodic basis, when system condition and performance changes 
occur or through some other triggering mechanism? O&M estimates developed during each TMP 
update. 

25. When amending the MTP or TIP, how is fiscal constraint ensured? Does the MPO have criteria 
for determining that a project change does not warrant a formal amendment – and, instead, 
constitutes an Administrative Modification? MTP is rarely amended and if so a written 
explanation is developed with the amendment. MORPC reviews their attributable funding, 
ODOT manages their funds and transit operators do the same.  

26. How are AC projects treated in the TIP? When applicable it is shown in the project listing 
 

27. How does the financial plan illustrate adequate non-Federal revenue to cover AC projects? There 
are significant state and local funding included in the TIP. In some cases it is a SIB loan. 

28 How is the revenue from billed AC conversions treated? See ODOT 

29. For the TIP, do the cost and revenue numbers in the project listings match the numbers in the 
summary comparison table? Yes 
 

  



 
 
2014 Federal Certification Review   P a g e  | 16  

AIR QUALITY 

1. What agency is designated for air-quality planning under Section 174 of the CAA? If this agency 
is not the MPO, what agreements exist between the MPO and the designated air-quality-planning 
agency describing their respective roles and responsibilities? (Also see Metropolitan Planning 
Agreements topic area.) What processes are specified for coordination on project prioritization and 
selection for the TIP?  

Ohio EPA – 2013 interagency consultation MOU  
2. Does the MPO planning area include the entire nonattainment/maintenance area? If not, what 
agreements exist to describe the process for cooperative planning within the full 
nonattainment/maintenance area?  

MPO does not cover entire nonattainment/maintenance areas.  2013 interagency consultation 
MOU  

 

3. How does the MPO coordinate the development of the MTP with SIP development and the 
development of TCMs? (Also see Transportation Plan topic area.) How do the Transportation Plan 
and SIP reflect this coordination?  

Follow procedures outlined in the interagency MOU. MTP includes and air quality conformity 
appendix. 

4. How does the MPO’s UPWP incorporate all of the metropolitan transportation-related air-quality-
planning activities addressing air-quality goals, including those not funded by FHWA/FTA? (Also 
see UPWP topic area.) The work element for Transportation Systems Analysis Techniques and 
Applications includes AQ related work products. Also, The UPWP’s air quality element facilities 
the administration of a year-round daily air quality forecast service that tracks and reports air 
quality to the public and media and increases community and media awareness about air quality 
and its effects on our environment, health, transportation, energy and economy.  This activity also 
works to reduce mobile emissions primarily through marketing and coordination with the Energy 
and Air Quality Working Group, local governments and other agencies to implement mobile source 
emission-reduction strategies. 

5. Does the metropolitan planning process include a CMP that meets the requirements of 23 CFR 
Part 450.320? (Also see Planning Process topic area.) What assurances are there that the MTP 
incorporates travel demand and operational management strategies, and that necessary demand 
reduction and operational management commitments are made for new SOV projects? Yes see MTP 
chapters 4 & 5.  

6. Does the MTP include design concept and scope descriptions of all existing and proposed 
transportation facilities in sufficient detail, regardless of funding source, to permit conformity 
determinations? Yes What is the content of the design concept and scope descriptions? See project 
listing in MTP chapter 6 and in the AQ appendix. 

7. How does the MPO coordinate the development of the TIP with the SIP? Section 7 of the TIP 
shows the air quality conformity determination along with the AQ appendix. 
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8. What opportunities does the MPO offer for one or more public hearings during the TIP 
development process? MORPC invites the public to attend a TIP Open to learn about the 
TIP, hear presentation, ask questions and submit written comments. 

9. How does the MPO ensure that the TIP includes all proposed Federally and non-Federally funded 
regionally significant transportation projects, including intermodal facilities? (Also see TIP topic 
area.) Staff reviews local CIP during TIP development while also comparing to the MTP for 
consistency.  

10. Does the TIP include a list of all projects found to conform in a previous TIP that are now part of 
the air-quality-planning base case? If so, What projects are included on the list? The AQ appendix 
documents what is included in each analysis year. 

11. How does the MPO ensure priority programming and expeditious implementation of TCMs from 
the SIP? Does the TIP describe progress in implementing required TCMs? How are the public, local 
transit operators, and air-quality agencies involved in the prioritization and selection of possible 
CMAQ program-funded projects? N/A 

12. What annual opportunities does the MPO offer for a public hearing to review the planning 
assumptions and the plan development process? (Note: This is good practice and should be included 
in the PPP but is no longer required under planning regulations.) MORPC provides opportunities 
for the public to ask questions and comment on the TIP through its Citizen Advisory 
Committee and an annual open house at MORPC’s offices. 
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TIP) DEVELOPMENT AND PROJECT SELECTION 

1. Is the TIP updated at least every four years, on a schedule compatible with STIP development?  
Yes 

2. How do the State, the MPO, and transit operators collaborate on the development of the TIP? 
MORPC puts together the TIP for the MPO area. We coordinate with ODOT and the transit 
agencies to incorporate their project and funding decisions for their programs into the TIP. 
ODOT develops a STIP development schedule and communicates that with the MPO’s. It 
includes several iterations of data downloads of project information to develop the Tip. 

3. Are specific criteria used to determine which projects will be included in the TIP? If so, what 
process was used in developing these criteria? How are projects prioritized? Are any STP or Section 
5307 funds suballocated among jurisdictions or modes? If so, how much funding is suballocated and 
through what process? FOR MORPC attributable federal funding suballocated to us either 
directly by law or at ODOT’s discretion (STP, TAP & CMAQ) MORPC has a specific 
application and project selection process. See TIP for more or this web address. 
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/funding-grants/morpc-attributable-funding/index 

For project funding controlled by others such as ODOT, criteria are established for different 
funding programs by them for which they select projects. We incorporate the results of those 
processes in the TIP ensuring the projects are consistent with the MTP 

4. How successfully does the TIP serve as a management tool for implementing the MTP? • How 
successfully does the TIP reflect policies, investment choices, and priorities identified in the plan? 
Unclear or what is meant by TIP as a management tool for the MTP. Activities included in the 
TIP are consistent with the MTP. 
 
5. Does the TIP cover a period of at least four years? Yes 
6. Does the TIP contain:  

• All of the transportation projects to be funded under Title 23, U.S.C., with the exception of 
categories that are specifically exempt (e.g., safety projects funded under 23 U.S.C. 402)? 
Yes 

• All regionally significant transportation projects regardless of funding source. Yes 

• Cost estimates. Yes 

• Project phase and implementation status. Yes 

• Amount of Federal funds proposed to be obligated during each program year. Yes 

• Proposed source of Federal and non-Federal funds? Yes.  

7. In nonattainment and maintenance areas, have TCMs been identified in sufficient detail for 
conformity determination? N/A Does the TIP give priority to eligible TCMs identified in the STIP? 
N/A 

• Has TIP included projects from new or revamped programs under MAP-21 such as 5337 
State of Good Repair? 5310?    Yes 

8. Is the TIP financially constrained by year? Yes 

http://www.morpc.org/transportation/funding-grants/morpc-attributable-funding/index
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• What are the methods and sources of cost estimates? Accepted cost estimating procedures 

from the ODOT project development process 
• Do revenue estimates reflect reasonable assumptions? Yes 
• Do the State and the transit operators provide the MPO with estimates of Federal and State 

funds available for the metropolitan area? Yes 

9. How is public involvement incorporated in the TIP development process, and how has this 
involvement affected the content of the TIP? See TIP Appendix 2 

10. Is the total Federal share of projects proposed for funding under Section 5307 of the Federal 
Transit Act consistent with authorized funding levels? Yes 

11 Has the TIP been included in the STIP without modification? Yes 

12 What is the process for modifying/amending the TIP?   See TIP Appendix D 

13. If Administrative Modification procedures are in effect:  
 

• Do they govern only minor changes to existing project listings, such as project descriptions 
with no change in scope, funding, and/or scheduling information? Changes that require no 
State DOT or FHWA/FTA approval? Changes that do not add or delete projects from the 
TIP? Yes 

• Do they adversely affect air quality, the timely implementation of TCMs, and financial 
constraint? No 

• Are they formalized and available? See TIP appendix D  
14. In nonattainment and maintenance areas, is a new conformity determination prepared if projects 
affecting emissions are added or deleted? Yes 

15. In TMAs, are projects (except NHS and bridge, interstate maintenance, and Federal Lands 
Highway program projects) selected from the second, third, and fourth year of the TIP by the MPO? 
MORPC provides concurrence when projects in the second, third or fourth year of TIP is 
moved forward if a TIP amendment is not necessary. 

16. Does the MPO have an agreed-to formal process for selecting projects from the second, third, and 
fourth year of the TIP? Any project from the 2nd to 4th years can be sold at anytime (see TIP 
appendix D). These are dependent on funding availability and are usually the result of a 
schedule problem causing a project in the first year not being able to advance as expected. 

17. Is an annual list of projects for which Federal funds have been obligated published or otherwise 
made available for public review? Yes 
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PUBLIC OUTREACH 

1. How was the public involvement program developed (who participated in its development)? Is 
(was) a 45-day comment period provided before the process was (is) revised (adopted)?  

 The PIP was developed with the assistance of the Community Advisory Committee and the 
Transportation Advisory Committee.  The draft was distributed to the metropolitan libraries 
for public review and comments with a 45-day comment period.   

2. What are the public involvement program’s goals? What is the strategy for achieving these goals?  

• Provide timely information about planning issues and processes to the public. 
• Foster transparency by providing reasonable public access to technical and policy 

information used in the development of transportation plans. 
• Provide adequate notice of public involvement and planning activities. 
• Continually seek specific ways to engage and consider the needs of all segments of the 

population. 
• Obtain early and continuous public involvement in the transportation planning process. 

MORPC uses a three-tier process to solicit input in the development of transportation 
plans, programs and policies.   

3. Is the effectiveness of the public involvement process routinely evaluated as required by Federal 
regulations? If so, how?  

The evaluation of public involvement occurs at the beginning and end of the planning 
processes. The Public Involvement Appendix describe the strategies and outcomes of the tools 
utilized to seek public input.  At the beginning of the planning process, the public involvement 
is evaluated to determine what changes should be made for the new process and if there are 
any new tools we would like to utilize.  

4. What opportunities are provided for public involvement at key decision points in the planning, 
programming (TIP), and project development phases of transportation decision-making?  
The public can provide input through MORPC structured committees, external committees, 
and special committees, presentations to groups, one-on-one and through direct mail or 
electronic mail. 
 

5. What resources were devoted to implementing the public involvement program, including staff 
time and partnering with other organizations, such as local colleges, in addition to actual funding 
dollars? Staff time 

6. How do MTPs, programs, and projects provide timely information about transportation issues and 
processes to citizens and others who may be affected? Through newsletters, posting on website, 
press releases, social media 

We provide timely information through press releases to the media, placement on MORPC’s 
website, social media, post card notices, direct and electronic mail. 

7. How does the MPO engage in public education efforts designed to make the transportation 
planning process and decisions it produces easier to understand in laypersons’ terms?  
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Power point presentations are used to help convey the information.  The branding of the power 
point is carried through to post card notices, electronic mail, website and outreach materials. 

8. How is public access provided to technical and policy information used in the development of 
plans and TIPS? Are matters related to Federally-aided programs considered in open public 
meetings?  The public is provided the opportunity to come in and review the information, the 
information is made available at metropolitan libraries, and is placed on MORPC website.  The 
public can request a speaker to discuss and present the information. 

9. How does the metropolitan transportation planning process include the preparation of technical 
and other reports to ensure documentation of the development, refinement, and update of the MTP? 
Many supporting documents included in appendices and/or posted on website. 

10. How is adequate public notice of public involvement activities and opportunities for public 
review at key decision points including but not limited to approval of MTPs and TIPs? We provide 
timely information and review and comment deadlines through press releases to the media, 
placement on MORPC’s website, social media, post card notices, direct and electronic mail. 

11. How does the public involvement process demonstrate explicit consideration and responsiveness 
to public and interested parties’ input received during the planning and program development 
process? What kind of feedback do the public/interested parties receive on the proposals and 
questions they put forward?  All comments are reviewed for appropriateness and responses are 
noted on how the input effected the particular milestone or report.  The comments are also 
shared with the Community Advisory Committee, Transportation Advisory Committee and 
Transportation Policy Committee and placed on the website. 

12. How does the public involvement process contribute to identification of the needs of those 
traditionally underserved by existing transportation systems, including low-income and minority 
households? Have organizations representing low-income and minority populations been consulted 
as part of the evaluation of the public involvement process?  Representatives of low-income and 
minority populations serve on the Community Advisory Committee.  As well, the milestones 
are presented to agencies that represented the protected populations. 

13. How does the public involvement process address the principles of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Title VI assurance executed by each State?  

Title VI non-discrimination language is included on draft and final reports, outreach material 
and on MORPC’s website.  The Title VI assurance appears on MORPC’s website and 
Notifying the Public of their Rights under Title VI notices, both in English and in Spanish,  are 
placed in MORPC main areas. MORPC’s Title VI policy also appears on every page of 
MORPC’s website.   Translators and interpreters are under contract with MORPC to provide 
service when and as needed.  MORPC’s website is also equipped with a translator.  
14. How is the disposition of comments and changes in the final Transportation Plan or TIP 
documented, analyzed, and reported when significant oral and written comments are submitted?  

Comments are shared with the CAC, TAC, AFC, and Transportation Policy Committee.  The 
response to the comments depends on appropriateness.  If the comment is appropriate and it 
evokes a change in some element of the process, then the comment is recorded and the change 
is noted.  If the comment is project specific, then it is shared with the appropriate local 
jurisdiction and a response is provided and noted.  
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15. How much additional time is provided for public review if the “final” document is significantly 
different from the draft originally made available for public review? 30 days. 

16. How is public involvement in the metropolitan transportation process coordinated with the 
Statewide public involvement process to enhance public consideration of issues, plans, and 
programs? When the state is having public comment periods on their activities we pass that 
information along through our outreach efforts. 

17. What opportunities are provided for participation by traffic, ridesharing, parking, transportation 
safety and enforcement agencies, commuter rail operators, airport and port authorities, appropriate 
private transportation providers, and city officials? 
As stated in the PIP, opportunities are provided through several levels of participation; 
participation in their meetings, MORPC committees/working groups and direct contact, both 
electronic and U.S. mail.  
18. What opportunities are provided for participation and consultation by State, Tribal, and local 
agencies responsible for land-use management, natural resources, environmental protection, 
conservation, and historic preservation where appropriate?Through several levels of participation; 
participation in their meetings, MORPC committees/working groups and direct contact, both 
electronic and U.S. mail.  
19. For the Certification Review, how was the public component developed? Who participated in its 
design? Was it held at a convenient time and location? Was feedback delivered to participants and 
the public at large on the results of their involvement in the Certification Review? Media was 
notified, information placed on the MORPC website, electronic newsletter, social media, 
electronic mail and direct mail notices were distributed. 

20. Does the MPO employ any visualization techniques? If so, what types of techniques? What are 
the results? Yes. See more detail in later questions 

21. Are there any comparisons of MTPs with State conservation plans or maps available? No but 
some data is in GIS and could be made with what is available. 

22. Are there any comparisons of MTPs to inventories of natural or historic resources, available? No 
but data is in GIS and could be made. 

23. Is key information being made available in electronic format? Yes  
Note: It will be helpful to ask many of the questions to stakeholders in addition to MPO staff. 
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SELF-CERTIFICATIONS 

1. What process/procedures are used to self-certify the planning process?  

• How are the transit authority, State DOT, and others involved? Through our standard 
committee process. 

• What criteria have been established for the self-certification? Nothing formal 

• What opportunities are provided for public comment? How are comments addressed? 
Through our standard committee notices. No comments received. 

• How is the self-Certification process documented? Resolution by Board 

2. What supporting documentation/information is provided to the MPO policy board when the self-
Certification is approved?  

• Is the policy board provided with background information and documentation on what is 
required in the planning process by various laws? When and how? Through presentation by 
staff during standard committee meetings at time of resolution. 

• What documentation to support the self-Certification provided to the policy board and the 
public? Presentation by staff during standard committee meetings at time of resolution. 
Results of previous quadrennial certification. 

3. How is the self-Certification provided to the Federal agencies—as part of the TIP/STIP or UPWP, 
or in a separate submittal? Separate submittal at the same time as the UPWP. 

4. Does the MPO have processes, procedures, guidelines, and/or policies that address Title VI, ADA, 
DBE, and other regulatory requirements? Yes 

• How are these applied and documented? As needed 

5. How is the need for continuity and consistency addressed between the self-Certification and 
quadrennial Federal Certification? Regular communication with ODOT and FHWA through our 
committees and staff communications. 
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TITLE VI AND NONDISCRIMINATION 

1. What goals, policies, approaches, and measurements has the MPO adopted to monitor, assess, and 
document compliance with Title VI and other nondiscrimination requirements? MORPC has two 
plans that monitor, assess and document compliance with Title VI: 1) 2014 Diversity and Inclusion 
Work Plan and 2) One MORPC: 2014 Communication and Public Involvement Plan. 

 

2. Describe the MPO’s Title VI and other nondiscrimination complaint procedures.  

Non-discrimination information can be found on MORPC’s website at 
http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/overview/policies/non-discrimination-complaints/index. 

 NON-DISCRIMINATION COMPLAINTS 

These procedures cover all external complaints regarding MORPC programs and activities filed under Title 
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or 49 CFR 21, “Nondiscrimination in the Federally-Assisted Programs of 
the Department of Transportation.” Title VI says that “no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any program or 
activity receiving Federal financial assistance.” 

These procedures, required per 23 CFR 200.9 (b)(3), also cover external complaints regarding MORPC 
programs or activities filed under other related non-discrimination laws that additionally prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of disability, sex, age or low income. This includes, but is not limited to, Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, 23 USC 324, 42 USC 610, and the DOT Order on Environmental Justice and 
Executive Order 12898. These procedures are for any external discrimination complaints relating to any 
program or activity administered by MORPC. 

49 CFR 21 outlines types of prohibited discriminatory actions per that law.  

The law prohibits intimidation or retaliation of any kind. The procedures do not deny the right of the 
complainant to file formal complaints with other federal, state or local agencies, or to seek private counsel for 
complaints alleging discrimination. Every effort will be made to obtain early resolution of complaints at the 
lowest level possible. 

Procedure 
For more information regarding the MORPC complaint process or for filing complaints, please contact the 
MORPC Human Resources and Administrative Services Director, Deborah Murphy, at 614.233.4106. 

Completed complaint forms can be mailed or faxed to: 

Deborah Murphy 
MORPC 
111 Liberty Street, Suite 100 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 
Fax 614.228.1904 

The completed and signed form also can be scanned and emailed to dmurphy@morpc.org. Please call 
614.233.4106 following the submittal of a complaint form to make sure that the completed form has been 
received.  
 

http://www.morpc.org/pdf/Title-VI_DiscriminationComplaintForm.pdf
mailto:dmurphy@morpc.org
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3. Since the last Certification Review, has the MPO received Title VI and/or other nondiscrimination 
complaints? If so, describe active as well as previously resolved complaints. Identify any trends or 
patterns in deficiencies relating to Title VI and other nondiscrimination requirements and how those 
have been or are being resolved.  

On December 23, 2010, Deborah Murphy, Director of Human Resources, received notice that a 
former employee had filed a charge with the Ohio Civil Rights Commission against MORPC 
(Respondent), (1) alleging she was terminated from her employment because of her race (White) 
and national origin (U.S. Born), (2) subjected her to unlawful harassment based on her race and 
national origin, and (3) unlawfully retaliated against her because she allegedly complained of 
harassment. 
A LETTER OF DETERMINATION from the Ohio Civil Right Commission was received March 
17, 2011 in which it states: 
Decision: 
Based on the investigation conducted in this matter, the Ohio Civil Rights Commission has 
determined that there is NO PROBABLE CAUSE to believe that Respondent engaged in an 
unlawful discriminatory practice under section 4112 of the Ohio Revised Code and hereby orders 
that this matter be Dismissed. 
 
4. How does the MPO use census and other data for identifying protected groups in the planning 
process? How is this information used to examine existing transportation facilities and services? Is 
there a program to augment national data with locally-collected development and demographic 
information?  
MORPC uses information from the American Community Survey collected by the US Census to 
calculate people in poverty, population over 65, minority populations, people with disabilities, and 
Latino populations. This data is then used in analyses associated with transportation project 
evaluation processes associated with the TIP and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. In 
addition, MORPC extracts similar data from the American Community Survey to support transit 
studies being conducted in the region. Historically, when there was reliance on census data that was 
only made available in 10 year increments, MORPC conducted research to find local sources. No 
consistent, or comprehensive data sets were found. However, now that the American Community 
Survey is released on an annual basis, we rely on this data set provided by the US Census for 
demographic information associated with our transportation studies. 

5. Has the MPO developed a demographic profile of the metropolitan planning area as a whole, as 
well as a demographic profile for the small area geography within the planning area? During the 
planning process, has the MPO identified the locations of protected populations?  

MORPC prepared demographic profiles for a variety of geographic areas including political places, 
traffic analysis zones, and the MPO study area. Community profiles were posted on the MORPC 
website. These are currently being reconstructed so that the data can be automatically updated 
from dynamic databases as new information is release from the American Community Survey. As 
part of the TIP and MTP processes, MORPC uses statistical analysis and prepares maps to display 
concentrations of distressed populations.  These maps are included in reports. 

6. How does the planning process identify the access and mobility needs of protected populations?  

Through the Coordinated Public Transit –Human Services Transportation Plan – Coordinated 
Plan as required by federal law identified the gaps and implementation strategies to better 
coordinate existing transportation resources for low income, seniors, and persons with disabilities.  

The original Franklin County Coordinated Plan was developed in 2008 by MORPC and COTA 
with public and private entities.  The Franklin County Plan was updated in 2012 by the same 
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parties.  Delaware, Fairfield and Licking Counties also developed Coordinated Plans, updates are 
completed or are in the process.   The last two Metropolitan Transportation Plans (2008 and 2012) 
identified the Plans and SAFETEA-LU funding sources (JARC, New Freedom and Specialized 
Transportation).    

In 2010, MORPC developed and adopted a Complete Streets Policy which states that 
transportation projects seeking federal funds must also include accommodations for bicyclists, 
pedestrians and users of transit.   

7. Who is responsible for public involvement? How do public involvement activities conducted 
throughout the metropolitan planning process influence transportation investment decisions and 
policies of the State and public transit agency/agencies?  

The Public and Government Affairs Department is responsible for public involvement.  The 
public involvement activities provide numerous opportunities for various levels of engagement.  
Comments and feedback received from each level is considered and if appropriate, included in 
the planning process.  The comments are summarized and placed on the MORPC website 
along with the respective change.  
 

8. Describe the process by which protected groups and those “traditionally underserved” can 
comment on the UPWP, the TIP, the Transportation Plan, and other documents prepared through the 
planning process.  

There are various levels and options of engagement to ensure those “traditionally underserved” 
are able to comment and participate in the planning process.  Protected populations and those 
“traditionally underserved” can provide comments or feedback using the method convenient to 
them.  The comments can come in through committee interaction, both MORPC committees 
and external committees, through presentations, email, and through direct mail. MORPC also 
actively seeks representatives of those “traditionally underserved” to participate in our 
Community Advisory Committee and other special working groups. Finally, MORPC reaches 
out to organizations serving these populations by making presentations at their events and 
meetings as well as sending our annual MORPC transportation newsletter with updates and 
opportunities for comments. 
 

9. How do the MPO and partner agencies respond to comments from protected groups, and those 
“traditionally underserved?”  

Comments are shared with the CAC, TAC, AFC, and Transportation Policy Committee.  The 
response to the comments depends on appropriateness.  If the comment is appropriate and it 
evokes a change in some element of the process, then the comment is recorded and the change 
is noted.  If the comment is project specific, then it is shared with the appropriate local 
jurisdiction and a response is provided and noted.  
10. What measures are used to verify that multimodal access and mobility performance 
improvements in the plan and the TIP comply with Title VI/nondiscrimination requirements?  

Environmental Justice measures and analysis determines our compliance.   
11. On an annual basis, the MPO self-certifies that it complies with all Federal laws and regulations, 
including Title VI and other nondiscrimination requirements. How has this compliance been 
documented? How does the State DOT verify the MPO’s policies and related activities?  
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This compliance is documented in the development of the UPWP, TIP, PPP, One MORPC: 
2014 Communication and Public Involvement Plan, and the 2014 Diversity and Inclusion Work 
Plan. State Requests the completion of Title VI Baseline Assessment Tool. 

12. What is the relationship between the State DOT and the MPO, as well as the relationship between 
the MPO, transit operators and other direct recipients and subrecipients, in assuring compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, as well as other nondiscrimination requirements?  
MORPC is included as a stakeholder in the public involvement processes of ODOT, COTA and 
Databus. 
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Environmental Justice and Limited English Proficiency 

1. What goals, policies, approaches, and performance measurements has the MPO used to address the 
principles of environmental justice? To identify and meet the needs of LEP persons?  

Environmental Justice Analysis of the TIP and long range plan.  The 2014 Diversity and 
Inclusion Work Plan identifies and addresses the needs of LEP. 

2. How does the MPO use census and other data for identifying EJ and LEP populations in the 
planning process? How is this information used to examine the levels of service provided by existing 
and proposed transportation facilities and services to those groups, relative to non-EJ and non-LEP 
populations?  

MORPC uses information from the American Community Survey collected by the US Census  to 
calculate people in poverty, population over 65, minority populations, people with disabilities, and 
LEP populations, particularly the Latino population. These data are then used in analyses 
associated with transportation project evaluation processes associated with the TIP and the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan. In addition, MORPC extracts similar data from the American 
Community Survey to support transit studies being conducted in the region. Historically, when 
there was reliance on census data that was only made available in 10 year increments, MORPC 
conducted research to find local sources. No consistent, or comprehensive data sets were found. 
However, now that the American Community Survey is released on an annual basis, we rely on this 
data set provided by the US Census for demographic information associated with our 
transportation studies. Mapping software is used to visually display where these populations are 
located, and the travel demand model is used to analyze impact on these populations from 
transportation projects. Other concentrations of LEP populations outside of the Latino populations 
are also identified from the American Community Survey and these statistics are used to target 
public outreach efforts to best communicate the transportation studies.    

3. During the planning process, has the MPO developed a demographic profile of the metropolitan 
planning area that includes identification of the locations of low-income, minority and LEP 
populations?  

MORPC prepared demographic profiles for a variety of geographic areas including political places, 
traffic analysis zones, the MPO study area. Community profiles were posted on the MORPC 
website. These are currently being reconstructed so that the data can be automatically updated 
from dynamic databases as new information is release from the American Community Survey. As 
part of the TIP and MTP processes, MORPC uses statistical analysis and prepares maps to display 
concentrations of distressed populations.  These maps are included in reports. 

4. How does the planning process identify the access and mobility needs of low-income, minority 
and LEP populations?  

See Number 6 above. 

5. Does the Public Participation Plan (PPP) include a specific and separate strategy for engaging low-
income and minority populations? For engaging LEP populations? If so, what are its main 
components? Is there a process to evaluate the effectiveness of public involvement, including its 
success at engaging low-income and minority residents and LEP persons? If so, how is this process 
being carried out?  



 
 
2014 Federal Certification Review   P a g e  | 29  

The PPP does not include a separate strategy for engaging low-income and minority 
populations or LEP populations.  The PPP encourages early and continuous involvement by all 
of the traveling public. The evaluation of public involvement occurs at the beginning and end of 
the planning processes. The Public Involvement Appendix describes the strategies and 
outcomes of the tools utilized to seek public input.  At the beginning of the planning process, 
the public involvement is evaluated to determine what changes should be made for the new 
process and if there are any new tools we would like to utilize.  

6. Who is responsible for public involvement? How do public involvement activities conducted 
throughout the metropolitan planning process influence transportation investment decisions and 
policies of the State and public transit agency?  

The Public and Government Affairs Department is responsible for public involvement.  The 
public involvement activities provide numerous opportunities for various levels of engagement.  
Comments and feedback received from each level is considered and if appropriate, included in 
the planning process.  The comments are summarized and placed on the MORPC website 
along with the respective change.  

7. Describe the process by which low-income, minority and LEP populations and those “traditionally 
underserved” can comment on the UPWP, the TIP, the Transportation Plan, and other documents 
prepared through the planning process.  

There are various levels of engagement.  Protected populations, LEP and those “traditionally 
underserved” can provide comments or feedback using the method convenient to them.  The 
comments can come in through committee interaction, both MORPC committees and external 
committees, through presentations, and through direct mail.  Interpreters and translators are 
available to assist as needed. 
8. How do the MPO and partner agencies respond to comments from low-income, minority and LEP 
populations?  

Public comments are shared with the CAC, TAC, AFC, and Transportation Policy Committee.  
The response to the comments depends on appropriateness.  If the comment is appropriate and 
it evokes a change in some element of the process, then the comment is recorded and the 
change is noted.  If the comment is project specific, then it is shared with the appropriate local 
jurisdiction and a response is provided and noted.  
9. What measures and methods are used to analyze and verify the impacts on low-income and 
minority populations of multimodal access and mobility performance improvements in the plan and 
the TIP?  

Environmental Justice measures and analysis. 

10. Has the region performed an analysis to determine whether there are any language groups that 
qualify as Limited English Proficient? If so, how has the region reached out to these LEP groups? 
What steps are taken to address the needs of these individuals? How are these LEP-related activities 
documented in the MPO’s Public Participation Plan? How have EJ and LEP populations been 
documented? How does the State DOT verify the MPO’s policies and related activities?  
Yes an analysis has been conducted to determine the percentage of LEP populations.  Outreach 
materials are translated into the languages of the largest LEP populations.  Outreach is 
conducted at events specifically targeted to LEP populations.  While the LEP related activities 
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are not document in the PPP, it is documented in the Diversity and Inclusion Work Plan. State 
Requests the completion of Title VI Baseline Assessment Tool. 

 

  



 
 
2014 Federal Certification Review   P a g e  | 31  

CONGESTION MANAGEMENT PROCESS 

1. Describe how the CMP has been fully integrated into the overall metropolitan planning process. 
For instance, do the visions and goals articulated in the MTP support CMP and vice versa? Also, are 
transportation systems management and operations strategies part of the metropolitan planning 
process? The CMP is a broad framework for identifying congestion and analyzing strategies to 
address it. The travel demand model is continuously being updated and maintained including 
collection of traffic counts. For areas that need more detailed study special studies are 
conducted. Quantifiable performance measures relating to the MTP goals are products of the 
CMP. 
 

2. What procedures are in place to connect the CMP evaluations and strategies to the metropolitan 
planning process (e.g., UPWP, corridor studies, conformity, and TIP/MTP project 
development/prioritization)? The CMP is a broad framework for identifying congestion and 
analyzing strategies to address it. All studies that lead to projects are part of the CMP 
umbrella. 

3. Does the CMP follow the 8-Step approach? If not, why not, and are there any steps being taken to 
align the CMP with the recommended 8-Step approach?  

4. What efforts have been made to identify and include CMP stakeholders such as other 
transportation agencies, and system operators in the region who stand to gain from addressing 
congestion problems? Describe the interaction that has taken place with local transit, freight and 
traffic control operators, and other stakeholders in the CMP. Region side analysis is done during 
the MTP development process and shared during our standard committee meetings and other 
stakeholder outreach. When more detailed corridor or small area studies are undertaken, 
appropriate stakeholders are involved in committees or other means. 

5. Explain how stakeholders coordinate data in the development of performance measures in the 
CMP. How are the stakeholders involved in the development and analysis of potential congestion 
mitigation strategies? Performance measures are one in the same with the PM’s in the MTP. 
Stakeholders are involved through our MTP outreach. 

6. Are performance measures periodically reviewed for usefulness and applicability, and if yes, how 
often does this review take place? During an MTP update. 

7. How often is the CMP as a whole evaluated for effectiveness and updated? What is the process for 
such evaluation and update? Are proper and effective analysis tools being utilized to evaluate the 
anticipated performance and expected benefits of future strategies? The CMP is a broad 
framework for identifying congestion and analyzing strategies to address it. The travel demand 
model is continuously being updated and maintained including collection of traffic counts. For 
areas that need more detailed study special studies are conducted as needed.  

8. Is the CMP fully documented so that consistency with statutory requirements can be 
demonstrated? Yes 

9. Describe in detail the composition (area, network, and modes) of the CMP. How did the MPO 
determine the adequacy of the composition selected? Are there plans to refine and/or expand the 
comprehensiveness of the CMP? The CMP is focused on the federal aid system and transit 
system. 
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10. Does the CMP consider all modes of transportation (SOV, shared ride, transit, intermodal 
connections, non-motorized means such as bicycling and walking, etc.) in developing congestion 
management strategies? Are the transit operators involved in its development? Yes 

11. Does the CMP address the mobility needs of people and goods? How are freight mobility needs 
assessed and addressed through the CMP? See MTP section 3.3 

12. What technical tools are utilized through the CMP to identify congestion at various levels and 
extents (e.g. regional, corridor, spot location, and time-of-day)? Do these tools also identify and 
assess non-recurring congestion (e.g., due to events, traffic incidents, weather)? Travel demand 
model. Starting to use speed data such as Inrix and HERE. Non recurring congestion is not 
accounted for at this time. 

13. What performance measures are in place and how are they being used? How are the CMP and 
MTP performance measures linked or related? How do the CMP performance measures support the 
overall goals and objectives of the MTP? MTP and CMP performance measures are one in the 
same. See MTP section 1. 
14. What types of data are being collected? Describe how the data is used to measure system 
performance, identify the cause of congestion, develop and evaluate alternatives, prioritize/schedule 
solutions, and evaluate the effectiveness of selected improvements and progress toward resolution of 
congestion. Do the data types being collected enable performance tracking as part of the CMP 
evaluation process? The CMP is a broad framework for identifying congestion and analyzing 
strategies to address it. Primary data is traffic count to ensure the travel demand model is 
continuously up to date. Beginning to use Inrix and HERE speed data. More focused look at 
specific corridors or small areas may collect additional data as needed.  

15. Are the performance measurements based on actual data or are they modeled? Are there 
considerations within the CMP for the modeled performance measures to allow for error, and if yes, 
what are they? A mixture of actual data and modeled. Error not addressed. However, model 
data is generally used for aggregate measures and for showing trends as opposed to very 
detailed work unless sued for special corridor or small area studies where appropriate NCHRP 
procedures are applied to the model data.  

16. For nonattainment TMAs, describe the process for addressing proposals for adding SOV 
capacity. How have other travel demand reduction and operational management strategies been 
analyzed? When SOV capacity is warranted, how does the CMP demonstrate the analysis of travel 
demand reduction and operational management strategies? ?  The MTP discusses region wide TDM 
activities being undertaken as well as ITS and other strategies to manage the existing system. 
As proposed projects move through the Project Development Propose, reasonable alternatives 
are analyzed to address the Purpose and Need which includes demand reduction and 
operational improvements as appropriate. 

17. For SOV projects identified in a nonattainment TMA, have travel demand reduction and 
operational management strategies been incorporated into the SOV projects? Have other travel 
demand reduction and operational management strategies been identified in the corridor, separate 
from the SOV project? How have these projects been analyzed and demonstrated through the CMP? 
?  The MTP discusses region wide TDM activities being undertaken as well as ITS and other 
strategies to manage the existing system. As proposed projects move through the Project 
Development Propose, reasonable alternatives are analyzed to address the Purpose and Need 
which includes demand reduction and operational improvements as appropriate. 
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18. Have ITS strategies proposed for congested locations been reviewed in the context of the 
Regional ITS Architecture? Yes 

19. Explain how the CMP leads to the development of programs and projects contained in the plan 
and TIP? How are these activities supported in the UPWP? The MTP process includes a project 
evaluation process to determine the projects that perform best in helping the region achieve the 
MTP goals.  

20. What are the outputs and results of the CMP? Is there an identified schedule for implementation 
and a corresponding list of responsible agencies? The strategies and projects included in the MTP 
is the result of the MTP. 

21. What CMP strategies have been implemented and how have they been integrated with other 
resulting strategies from the metropolitan planning process? There are not two separate processes. 
They are one in the same. 

22. Are TDM and operational commitments recommended through the CMP eventually 
implemented? Yes 

23. Who are the implementers of CMP strategies (e.g., State DOT, transportation management 
associations, transit agencies, locals)? All except no transportation management associations 
currently in the region. 

24. How does the CMP claim credit for the strategies implemented by others, if any? N/A 

25. How has the CMP influenced the construction or implementation of non-SOV projects? Projects 
are developed to address the Purpose and Need developed. The CMP provides data to support 
the initial identification of congestion issues and data to support analysis of alternatives.  
 

26. How is the progress toward identified system performance goals evaluated? How is the 
effectiveness of individual projects/strategies evaluated? How is the success of individual actions 
reflected in system-/network-wide evaluations? How are the results of these evaluations utilized into 
making quality improvements to the CMP?  A report card of the last MTP performance measures 
was developed annually. 

27. Are local operating agencies coordinating and implementing strategies through their own 
planning and programming processes that support the operational objectives of the CMP? Yes 

28. Describe how highway and transit agencies and other stakeholders are included in the MPO’s 
CMP reevaluation and improvement initiatives. Through our standard committee structure and 
outreach activities. 

29. What impact has the CMP had on communication and coordination between planning and 
operation stakeholders? What actions has the MPO taken to facilitate improved communication and 
coordination among the CMP stakeholders? Projects are developed to address the Purpose and 
Need developed. The CMP provides data to support the initial identification of congestion 
issues and data to support analysis of alternatives. 

30. What CMP work activities are included in the UPWP? What UPWP activities are planned to 
strengthen and/or improve an objectives-driven, performance-based approach to CMP? Data 
collection and the travel demand model and analysis tools are specific work elements of the 
UPWP 
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LIST OF OBLIGATED PROJECTS 

1. What is the process for conveying information on annual obligations to the MPO? MORPC 
tracks project obligations and receive information from ODOT 

2. What information is provided? How? When?  Listing of obligations around August each year 

3. Is a listing published for all projects for which funds are obligated each year? Yes 

4. Which transportation modes are included in the listing? Are bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
included? All 

5. Which projects are included that receive funding from FHWA? FTA? Non-Federal sources 
(optional)? All Federal sources 

6. How is the listing included in the TIP or Transportation Plan? If yes, in what form is the list 
published in years when the TIP/Transportation Plan is not updated? Included in TIP and as 
separate listing 

7. How is the Annual Listing made available to the public? On MORPC website 

6. What types of public comments have been received on the listing? How are such comments used 
in assessing the metropolitan transportation planning process? No comments received 

8. What method is available for comparing the projects in the Annual Listing to the TIP? The annual 
listing does compare the obligations to the TIP. 
9. How do the planning partners use the Annual Listing to help market area progress or the benefits 
of the metropolitan transportation planning process? Unknown 

10. Does the Annual Listing include optional items that specify the phase of project development, the 
amount of funding obligated in the current year and historically (as well as total anticipated project 
cost), authorized funding versus actual project cost, funding sources and recipient, and whether, in 
nonattainment and maintenance areas, the project is a TCM (in air-quality nonattainment and 
maintenance areas)? How are these items included? The historical obligations are included each 
year. There are no TCMs 
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ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION 

1. How has the process for estimating potential environmental mitigation activities built upon the 
existing consultation process? We worked with ODOT in developing the information for the 
MTP environmental mitigation appendix of the MTP 

2. What outreach activities have been used to consult with Federal, State, Tribal, and local agencies? 
They are included in our outreach activities 

3. What opportunities were provided for participation and consultation by State, Tribal, and local 
agencies responsible for land-use management, natural resources, environmental protection, 
conservation, and historic preservation appropriate? They are included in our outreach activities 

4. How have discussions with Federal, State, Tribal, and local agencies been documented? If 
comments are received they are included in the public involvement appendix. 

5. What timeframes were established for performing consultations? In accordance with our Public 
Involvement Process 

6. What are some of the policies, programs, or strategies that have been identified? N/A 

7. What criteria have been used to assess which activities may have the greatest potential to restore, 
improve, and maintain the environment? Some evaluation criteria touch on these areas 

8. What information and data have been assembled regarding the location and condition of 
environmental features that might be affected by proposals outlined in the MTP? See MTP 
Appendix E 

9. What resources were devoted to implementing this process, including staff time and partnering 
with other organizations, such as local resource agencies, in addition to actual funding dollars? At 
the MTP level updated data sets are acquired from ODOT and other agencies as needed and 
used to map MTP projects against. At the project level ODOT and the local agencies are 
responsible for addressing NEPA during the project development process. 
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CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION 

1. How was the consultation process developed and who participated in its development? How is the 
process documented? It is part of the PIP 

2. What opportunities are provided for agency consultation at key decision points in the planning, 
programming (TIP) phases of transportation planning decision-making? Through our standard 
committees and outreach in accordance with the PIP 

3. Are different procedures used for consultation with State, Tribal, and local and Federal Lands 
Management agencies responsible for land-use management, natural resources, environmental 
protection, conservation, and historic preservation? If so, how are they different? N/A 

4. What financial and personnel resources are devoted to implementing the consultation process? A 
work Element in the UPWP is for public involvement. 

5. How are agencies informed of consultation activities and opportunities for review at key decision 
points including but not limited to approval of MTPs and TIPs? Though the outreach plans for the 
TIP and MTP and other activities. 

6. How does the consultation process demonstrate explicit consideration and responsiveness to input 
received? What kind of feedback did the agencies receive on the proposals and questions they put 
forward? They are documented in responses back to the commenter and/or included in the PI 
documentation for the activity. 

7. How is consultation in the metropolitan transportation process coordinated with the Statewide 
consultation process to enhance public consideration of issues, plans, and programs? Through 
coordination with ODOT or their activities 

8. Does the MPO employ any visualization techniques to assist agencies in understanding the 
transportation plan elements? If so, what types of techniques? What are the results? Various visuals 
of what different transportation projects are and other data. See examples throughout the 
MTP 

9. How is the Transportation Plan compared with State conservation plans and maps? Information 
regarding any conversation areas is considered in the land use forecasts. See MTP section 2 
and appendix A 

10 How is the Transportation Plan compared to inventories of natural or historic resources? See 
MTP appendix E and also considered in land use forecasts. 
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MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS 

1. Does the MTP include M&O strategies proposed for funding under Titles 23 or 49 that are 
supported by specific goals and measurable objectives contained in the plan? What involvement does 
the operations community have in the development of these goals, objectives and strategies, and 
more generally, in the planning process? Are these M&O strategies consistent with those contained 
in the MPO’s CMP? Yes. Involvement through our outreach efforts of the MTP 

2. What mechanism(s) are in place for measuring performance of M&O goals and objectives? 
Primary data is traffic counts. Beginning to use Inrix and HERE speed data. More focused look 
at specific corridors or small areas may collect additional data as needed. 

3. How is the ITS Regional Architecture related to the planning process? Are the ITS projects in the 
MPO’s TIP and MTP documents that support M&O strategies consistent with the ITS Regional 
Architecture? There is a central Ohio ITS committee that meets quarterly to discuss ITS topics. 
ITS strategies and projects are in the MTP and TIP. 

4. Is a data collection and analysis process in place to assess the existing transportation system for 
management and operational efficiencies? Have current operations conditions been adequately 
assessed to form a baseline? Primary data is traffic counts. Beginning to use Inrix and HERE 
speed data. More focused look at specific corridors or small areas may collect additional data 
as needed. 

 

5. How is the operation of the transit network a clear focus of attention? Are multimodal approaches 
such as coordinated signal/bus pre-emption systems, dedicated busway considerations, and/or BRT 
projects included? COTA is active in managing and improving the operation of their system. 
The items listed have been considered in the region with some implemented. 

6. What steps have been taken to ensure that transit operations are discussed on a regular basis in 
your metropolitan area? Monthly and quarterly transit meetings. Reports to standard 
committees. 

7. What medium of transit M&O strategies are implemented in your area to improve the performance 
of existing transportation facilities? See MTP Section 3.2 

8. What process is in place to track and inform elected officials and the public on progress of the 
MTP and TIP toward the inclusion and implementation of M&O goals and objectives? Reports to 
standard committees. 

9. How are the operational strategies in the MTP and TIP identified to allow stakeholders to clearly 
see the corresponding levels of investment? Summaries of funding by project type is included in 
MTP and TIP. 

10. If the MPO is multi-State/multi-jurisdictional, or its planning boundary is adjacent to a metro area 
in another country, how does the MPO collaborate and/or coordinate the multi-jurisdictional nature 
of its M&O efforts therein or with those of the other areas? N/A 

11. Does the MTP and TIP include a documented methodology for assessing the costs associated 
with maintaining and operating the existing Federal-aid transportation system? Does the 
methodology also assess revenue availability to fund the associated costs? Yes 
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12. Has the MPO region been utilizing a Regional Concept for Transportation Operations (RCTO)? 
The RCTO is a collaborative process that develops a short-term (typically three to five years) 
objectives-driven M&O approach agreed upon by a diverse group of transportation operations 
stakeholders interested in improving the performance of the region’s transportation system. For more 
information on RCTO, refer to: http://plan4operations.dot.gov/reg_concept.htm.  No 
 
13. How frequently does the MPO region evaluate performance measurements utilized for M&O for 
the MTP and TIP? On the MTP cycle 
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TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 

1. How is the safety planning factor considered in your planning process? 

Transportation safety is an important factor on multiple levels of our planning process 
and is included in project funding evaluations, project prioritization, and development 
of the MTP and TIP.  

2. Describe the collaborative process for developing safety goals, objectives, performance measures, 
and strategies for the MPA.  

a. Who are the safety partners that are involved?  

Numerous partners from varying levels of government are involved including local, 
county, and state agencies (ODOT, ODPS). Additionally, community members and local 
advocacy groups are included. 

b. Is the collaboration institutionalized or ad hoc?  

This collaboration consists of institutionalized forums and committees along with ad-hoc 
conversations and needs assessments.  

c. How does the TMA safety process relate to the SHSP process?  

MORPC, through its role as the OARC (Ohio Association of Regional Councils) 
representative, participates in quarterly SHSP coordination meetings ran by the state. 

3. How is safety addressed as an explicit goal in your planning process and your MTP?  

a. What safety related goals and objectives have been identified?  

The MTP sets an overall target of a 15 percent reduction in crashes by 2035 (2 crashes per 
million VMT). To reach this target, four strategies were identified, 1. Ensure a high level of 
complete and accurate crash data, 2. Advance projects that address high-crash locations in the 
region, 3. Support and advance initiatives that promote behavioral changes to improve 
transportation safety, and 4. Improve access to alternative modes of transportation. 

 

      b. Have safety goals and objectives been developed to cover all modes of transportation (transit, 
bicyclists, pedestrian, freight)?  

Yes. The MTP identified numerous safety projects and efforts aimed at integrating all modes 
into the planning process. Some of these efforts include identify High-Crash Locations for 
Motorized and Non-Motorized Traffic on an Annual Basis, developing annual crash fact sheets 
that cover all modes and crash types, conducting outreach on the regional Complete streets 
policy which aims to accommodate all users, and coordinating the regional Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) program. 
 

4. Describe how the safety goals and objectives for the MPA are consistent with the SHSP. For 
example, are “number of crashes” consistent between your safety plan and the SHSP?  

The Ohio SHSP has identified four main emphasis areas including, Data, Roadway Crashes, 
High-Risk Drivers, and Target Motorcycle/Bicycle Riders, Pedestrians & Commercial 
Vehicles. These emphasis areas are directly reflected in the four main strategies listed 
above (3-a). 
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5. What safety data does the MPO collect or obtain from other sources?  

• (i.e., fatalities, serious injuries, crash rates, crash hot spots, collision inventories, pedestrian 
injuries, behavior statistics, driver’s age, location, GIS, and roadway inventory data etc.)?  

MORPC works closely with ODPS (Ohio Department of Public Safety) and ODOT (Ohio 
Department of Transportation) to maintains a robust database system that includes all 
crashes occurring within a 12 county in and around the MPA since 2006. These systems 
contain information on crash attributes (location, times, contributing factors, etc.), 
driver/occupant characteristics (number, age, sex, etc.) and link it to our roadway 
inventory data. 

6. How are safety performance measures incorporated in the planning process? If so, what metrics 
are used? 

As noted above, the last MTP set an overall target of a 15 percent reduction in crashes by 
2035 (2 crashes per million VMT). Additionally, in accordance with the latest NPRM 
establishing measures for the HSIP, the Ohio Department of Transportation has 
established goals related to the reduction of the number of serious injuries and fatalities 
and the number of serious injuries and fatalities per million vehicle miles traveled. 
MORPC will work closely with the state to achieve the established the goal of 2% 
reduction across the all four measures. 

7. How is safety addressed in public involvement activities of the MPO?  

Through the organization's committee structure, which includes the (Community Advisory 
Committee), transportation safety initiates are shared and commented on and annual 
crash analysis results are disseminated. Press releases and local media stories are made. 

 

8. How do the MTP and TIP consider safety of all road users on all public roads?  

Any project included in the MTP and TIP are evaluated on their contribution to the safety 
of all users. Additionally, the regional complete streets policy establishes that projects 
receiving funding must reasonably accommodate all users. 

9. How are safety impacts of potential transportation projects evaluated?  

Potential transportation projects are scored compared to similar project types using a 
composite ranking that takes into account existing auto crash frequency, existing 
pedestrian and bicycle crash frequency, and existing auto crash rate and existing severity 
index. 

10. What safety data collection and analysis tasks are included in the UPWP?  

Tasks in the UPWP pertaining to safety data collection and analysis include: 

• Develop high-crash lists for intersections, corridors, ramps, freeways, and other 
areas of interest as needed and create crash fact sheets. 

• Encourage members through the regional high-crash locations listings to address 
dangerous roadway locations and support their applications for safety funding 
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• Develop and implement a process to identify locations with correctable safety 
problems. Analyze crash data and work with ODOT and members to install low-to 
medium-cost safety improvements across selected locations within the MPO area.  

11. How is safety addressed in Purpose and Needs statements of projects in the TIP? The individual 
project sponsors and ODOT are responsible for the purpose and Need statements for projects 
as they begin the ODOT PDP process. However, generally, safety is one of the three primary 
components of each P&N (congestion and physical condition being the other two).  

  
12. How is safety considered in determining which projects will be included in the MTP?  

Potential transportation projects are scored compared to similar project types using a 
composite ranking that take into account existing auto crash frequency, existing 
pedestrian and bicycle crash frequency, and existing auto crash rate and existing severity 
index. 

13. What implementation steps are included for the safety component of the MTP?  

 Implementation steps identified in the safety component of the MTP include: 

• Refine GIS Crash Analysis Tool (GCAT) and promote is use to communities 
• Participate in the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC) 
• Seek crash data improvement grants 
• Participate in the Franklin County Fatality Review Board 
• Identify High-Crash Locations for Motorized and Non-Motorized Traffic on an 

Annual Basis 
• Continue to Evaluate Transportation Projects Based on Safety Criteria 
• Assist Local Government Agencies 
• Publish annual crash fact sheets 
• Support Safety Initiatives 
• Safety Education 
• Complete Streets Outreach 
• Safe Routes to School (SRTS) 
• Develop and Promote Resources that Encourage Alternatives to Motorized Travel 

 

14. In the programming process, is “safety” a project prioritization factor?  

 Yes 
15. Identify projects included in the TIP that relate exclusively to “safety.” The project type 
information in the project listing identifies what the primary purpose of the project is. There 
are many project that is listed as safty as it primary or secondary purpose.  

16. What is the mechanism for including HSIP funded projects, which are within the MPA, in the 
TIP? ODOT generally identifies these projects which communicates with MORPC to include in 
the TIP. Some of these are projects initiated by locals which receive HSIP funding. 

17. What are the plans for addressing safety in the next TIP and MTP update? 
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Formally adopt safety performances measures required in the HSIP NPRM that are consistent 
with the state's measures. Incorporate HSM methodologies into project evaluation and safety 
location identification. Further encourage and support members through the regional safety 
priority listings to secure safety funding application to address dangerous roadway locations. 
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SECURITY PLANNING 

1. How have you defined security planning for your region? See section 4.4 of the MTP 

2. How does the MPO or State DOT collaborate with regional, State or national security 
professionals during the transportation planning process? Which organizations are included and how 
does this collaboration occur? See section 4.4 of the MTP 

 
3. How are security roles and responsibilities defined in the MTP, the TIP, the UPWP, or the 
Congestion Management Process? Is security considered in corridor or other project studies? See 
section 4.4 of the MTP 

4. What types of natural emergencies does this region account for? Tornados / some heavy storms 
localized flooding. 
 
5. What plans have been created for evacuation of transportation-disadvantaged populations such as 
the elderly, low-income, and disabled? 2010 Regional assisted evacuation plan. See section 4.4 of 
the MTP 
 
6. Do the regional planning entities have their own Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP)? If so, 
what are the principal components of the plan? No information beyond what is in section 4.4 of 
the MTP 
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FREIGHT PLANNING 

1. Which local freight professional development capacity building or training exercises (e.g., NHI 
courses, conferences, workshops) have been hosted within the planning area? When were the training 
courses or workshops held and who attended? Non recently 

2. How has the MPO identified the transportation planning link between freight and economic 
development opportunities for the area per 23 CFR 450.306(a)? How have these planning factors 
been documented within the MPO planning products (e.g., TIP, MTP, UPWP, etc) ? See MTP 
section 3.3 

3. Has the MPO developed a "freight contact" list for purposes of encouraging freight shippers and 
providers of freight transportation services a reasonable opportunity to participate as part of the 
metropolitan planning process per 23 CFR 450.316(a)? MORPC is active with the Columbus 
Chambers of Commerce’s Columbus Regional Logistics Council (CRLC).  

4. How does the MPO Technical Advisory Committee include input from freight representatives and 
private freight shippers? CRLC representative is member of TAC 

5. How does the MPO consider and evaluate land use and freight-oriented developments within their 
metropolitan planning area? It is part of land use tracking and forecasting process per local plans 

6. How is the freight community engaged in the planning process, particularly in the development of 
the transportation plan and TIP? CRLC representative is member of TAC. Also through outreach 
efforts with regard to the MTP and TIP. 

7. Is the involvement of the freight community in the planning process a sustained, ongoing 
collaborative effort? Yes 

8. How is the freight community kept engaged in the planning process? CRLC representative is 
member of TAC and through outreach efforts. 

9. What have been some of the outcomes from the participation of the freight community in the 
planning process? Who specifically has participated? What are some of the lessons learned? Been 
able to focus support of diverse to get “last mile” projects completed (i.e. Rickenbacker area) 
 
10. Has the MPO defined the term "freight corridor" for transportation planning purposes? If so, what 
is the definition of this term used by the MPO and have these major freight corridors been visually 
mapped within the metropolitan planning area? Important freight facilities are being developed 
currently. 

11. Are freight-related corridors given extra weight as part of the MPO TIP/MTP prioritization and 
project selection process? Have these documented freight-related project selection procedures been 
adopted by the MPO policy board? N/A although truck traffic is considered in project evaluation. 

12. What NHS "intermodal connector" projects has the MPO identified? How has the MPO 
prioritized and addressed freight-related system linkages and improvements within the MPO 
planning area? The region has worked to make improvements in the Rickenbacker area. No 
other intermodal connectors need significant improvements at this time. 
 
13. Explain how the MPO transportation planning process addresses the requirement under 23 CFR 
450.322(b) that:  
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• The MTP shall include both long-range and short-range strategies/actions that lead to the 
development of an integrated multi-modal transportation system to facilitate the safe and efficient 
movement of people and goods in addressing current and future transportation demand. Strategies 
and projects in the MTP are identified by time frames 

14. How is coordination between land use plans and future freight-related development needs 
addressed (i.e., accounting for increased freight-related movement and system expansion)? 
Incorporated in the land use forecasts 

15. How has the MPO identified short- and long-term freight-related needs or projects pertaining to 
major freight corridor studies? How have these purpose and need statements been incorporated as 
part of the NEPA environmental process? See MTP on freight planning. Working on complete 
freight trends study 
 
16. How does the MPO document the process to effectively evaluate, monitor, and implement 
freight-related strategies and specific improvements to sustain or enhance system performance within 
freight corridors? Classification counts are taken in high truck areas. No special monitoring 
above the regular monitoring is done. 

17. What process does the MPO have in place to collect traffic data and monitor the system 
performance and reliability of the regional transportation system with regard to major freight 
movements (e.g., travel time, speed, delay time, etc.)? How is this data used to calibrate and validate 
the travel demand forecasting model? Primary data is traffic counts. Beginning to use Inrix and 
HERE speed data. More focused look at specific corridors or small areas may collect additional 
data as needed. Standard model validation techniques are utilized. 

18. How are the performance measures that are developed by the MPO actually used in order to 
document, monitor, and evaluate freight-related system-level reliability goals or other established 
performance level goals? N/A at this point 

19. How does the MPO collect and utilize freight-related data? Does this data serve to provide origin-
destination information for purposes of traffic demand model calibration and validation? How does 
the MPO utilize this freight-related data for purpose of tracking performance goals or objectives? 
MORPC participates in the ODOT statewide model development that includes freight flow 
data. MORPC can use that model to analyze specific issues as needed. MORPC is working to 
complete a freight trends study for central Ohio. 
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VISUALIZATION TECHNIQUES 

1. How does the TMA present information on planning procedures and products?  Through a 
variety of methods, usually Powerpoint presentation at meetings. Good summary of the 
transportation planning process from FHWA has been provided to committee members. A 
video has also been showed at CAC meetings. 

2. What provisions for the use of visualization techniques are set forth in the public participation 
plan? Nothing specific 

3. What efforts are employed to move beyond traditional tables and listing to visually display 
information? Examples might range from the use of a pie chart to visually display the relative portion 
of revenue coming from different sources to the use of a video to emphasize current conditions or the 
impact of different investment levels. The MTP uses pictures to show what is meant by different 
project types. Bar charts and pie charts are used for open house displays and some summary 
material. Sometimes during committee meetings “interactive” spreadsheets are used to 
visualize the impacts of different funding decisions. 

4. What kinds of graphics are used in the MPT, TIP, and other key TMA documents? Pictures, 
Maps and charts 

5. What types of databases does the TMA have, and what data are coded into a GIS? What display 
capabilities are available through GIS and how does the TMA uses the capability in presenting 
planning documents? GIS and databases are used extensively 

6. How is output from travel demand models converted into graphics, maps, and other visual displays 
to illustrate plan alternatives, as well as the adopted MTP and TIP? Converted through GIS and 
other post processing procedures to develop data summaries. 

7. Does the MPO have a style manual that addresses standards for using visualization in preparing 
planning documents, reporting on status, and seeking input from the public and interested parties? If 
so, what is included and why? There is agency wide guidelines. 

8. Does the MPO have a website? What is on the website? How often is it updated? What 
visualization techniques are used on the website? Yes, continually updated 
 
9. What options are available for downloading information and other visual material from the 
website? Most information is provided as pdf for easy download. Some interactive maps with 
export ability. 

10. What options are available to the public for accessing searchable data such as a TIP on the 
website? Website has a search function 

11. What consideration has been given to using local access cable to broadcast committee meetings 
or provide information during key steps of the planning process? If this approach has been used, how 
has it worked and how has its effectiveness been measured. Not used 

12. What other media are used by the MPO to present information? We have posted videos and 
other parts of the agency has done a webinar broadcast. 

13. How do the planning partners know if the visualization techniques are working? We have 
received positive feedback on some of our techniques. 
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LAND USE AND LIVABILITY 

1. How does the MTP demonstrate comparison of the consistency of proposed transportation 
improvements with State and local planned growth and economic development? Yes see MTP 
section 2 and appendix A. 

2. To what extent are non-motorized modes of travel (e.g., bicycle, pedestrian movements) analyzed 
and addressed in the MTP and throughout the transportation planning process? 

a. Are specific (or grouped) non-motorized projects advanced to the TIP (as part of larger 
construction or reconstruction projects or as stand-alone projects)? Both 

 
b. How is the “Safe Routes To School” Program coordinated with non-motorized planning? See 

MTP section 3.5 & 3.6 
 
3) Summarize briefly the discussion of environmental mitigation activities included in the MTP. 
What, if any, environmental mitigation strategies have been included in the MTP? See MTP section 
6.5 and Appendix E 
 
4) In coordination with, or even outside of, the “traditional” transportation planning process, how are 
issues related to “smart growth,” context-sensitive solutions, “green” infrastructure, “complete 
streets,” transit-oriented development, etc., considered, advanced, or supported through the MPO, 
State DOT, transit operator(s), local jurisdictions, or other organizations in your planning region? 
The biggest effort currently related to most of these topics is the Insight2050 activity. See 
website for more information. 
 

 




