
Laura Koprowski
Director of Public + Government Affairs
(614) 233-4126
lkoprowski@morpc.org

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com

Joe Garrity
Public Affairs Coordinator
(614) 233-4127
jgarrity@morpc.org

Bevan Schneck
Public Affairs Coordinator
(614) 233-4130
bschneck@morpc.org

DECEMBER 2015

Table of Contents

Top Advocacy Items . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Top News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-8

MORPC Legislative Tracking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-11

Federal Government Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

mailto:lkoprowski%40morpc.org?subject=
http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
mailto:lkoprowski%40morpc.org?subject=
mailto:lkoprowski%40morpc.org?subject=


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 2

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Establish MORPC as Top 
MPO Resource for Ohio 
Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

Congress passed and President Obama signed a new Federal Transportation 
Bill, the FAST (Fixing America’s Surface Transportation) Act. The bill increases 
funding over the next 5 years and allocates $305 billion to our nation’s 
transportation system including roads, transit, safety, freight, and bike paths. 
MORPC greatly appreciates our congressional delegation members who 
supported the FAST Act and, particularly, Senator Brown and Representative 
Gibbs for their roles on the Conference Committee for HR 22. 

The FAST Act has some areas of increased funding and new programming 
opportunities for our local governments, Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
like MORPC, and the Central Ohio Region. 

Seek Funding for TRAC 
Projects

The Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) of the Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) has accepted Major/New Project applications for 
their 2015 project selection round. Four projects were submitted to TRAC 
from the MORPC transportation planning area:

1. Far East Freeway Phase 1
2. Far East Freeway Phases 2 & 3
3. Innerbelt I-70/I-71 Phase 5
4. South Outerbelt I-270/US-23 Interchange

ODOT did not recommend that any of these projects be advanced in part 
because of a severely limited amount of funding this year.

Work with Our Regional 
Partners to Identify 
Significant Projects and Grant 
Opportunities to Benefit the 
Region

In preparation for next year’s state capital bill, the Columbus Region has 
assembled a diverse group of community and cross-sector leaders and 
organizations to receive and organize all eligible projects from the Columbus 
Region and communicate those projects to the Administration and General 
Assembly. The primary goal of this group is to ensure the capital budget 
maximizes the economic impact to our region and state. State legislators 
are also requesting submittal of project proposals to their offices. 

Secure Additional Resources 
for the Clean Ohio Program

MORPC will be working with the Clean Ohio Coalition to ensure that the Clean 
Ohio fund receives state capital bill funding. Governor Kasich is expected to 
allocate up to $100 million to the fund in the introduced version of the state 
capital bill. If this occurs, MORPC will work to safeguard the funding as the 
bill moves through the legislative process. 

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.dot.state.oh.us/trac/Pages/Default.aspx
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Agriculture
The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) recently announced that 10 land trusts, three counties, one township and 
nine soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) will receive funding to help preserve farmland across the state.

Ohio landowners could avoid soaring property tax increases as a result of legislation recently introduced in both 
chambers of the General Assembly, according to the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF). Both House Agriculture 
and Rural Development Committee Chairman Brian Hill’s (R-Zanesville) HB 398 and Senate Agriculture Committee 
Chairman Cliff Hite’s (R-Findlay) SB 246 would incorporate OFBF’s suggested changes to the Current Agricultural 
Use Value (CAUV) formula, the organization said.

A free mobile app is now available to assist farmers in complying with new record-keeping requirements created under 
two state laws, according to the Ohio Farm Bureau Federation (OFBF). Developed by the Knox County Farm Bureau 
and Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District, the Ohio Nutrient Management Record Keeper (ONMRK) was 
designed to help farmers comply with SB 1 (Gardner-Peterson) and 130th GA-SB150 (Hite), the organization explained.

Ballot Issues
The Ohio Ballot Board Tuesday divided the latest iteration of the Ohio Clean Energy Initiative into two issues because 
of the addition of a section that would give administrators of the program access to the ballot with only 1.

The Kasich administration will break with one of its traditions next year and will not likely send a large package of 
government reforms and budget corrections to the General Assembly to consider as part of a Mid-Biennium Review 
(MBR). But that doesn’t mean there won’t be reforms for the Legislature to consider in 2016.

State tax revenues were just about on target in October versus estimates for the month and the year to-date, according 
to preliminary figures from the Office of Budget and Management. Total tax collections of $1.843 billion in October 
were just 0.2 percent higher than the estimated $1.839 billion. For the fiscal year to date, collections were below 
estimates by the same percentage, coming in at $7.19 billion versus $7.20 billion projected.

The head of the failed effort to legalize marijuana for medical and personal use earlier this month as State Issue 
3 said that the campaign has accepted responsibility for its mistakes and will be back in a form more appealing to 
voters in 2016. Ian James, the executive director of ResponsibleOhio, issued an open letter to Ohio residents where 
he noted that nine out of 10 Ohioans, in polls, support the legalization of medical marijuana, and nearly six in 10 
support marijuana for recreational use.

Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC)
The Constitutional Revisions and Updating Committee of the Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) 
is getting closer to making a recommendation on improving the initiated statute process after months of discussion, 
with OCMC staff drafting a recommendation for the committee to consider.

The chairmen of two Ohio Constitutional Modernization Commission (OCMC) panels gave their best estimates of how 
work on their assigned sections of the Ohio Constitution would proceed for the next two years. Lacking a quorum, 
the OCMC Coordinating Committee dispensed with a planned vote to send a report on Article I, Section 20 to the 
full commission. Commission Executive Director Steve Hollon said it would come back before the committee next 
month along with reports on Article V, Section 4 and on Article II, Section 2 — the latter a recommendation to extend 
legislative term limits.

TOP NEWS
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If it is not clear by January that the Ohio General Assembly is going to act on congressional redistricting reform, 
there will likely be a citizens’ initiative to do so instead, a long-time advocate of reform told members of the Ohio 
Constitutional Modernization Committee (OCMC). Richard Gunther, a professor emeritus of political science at The 
Ohio State University, who said he was involved in the negotiations on the resolution that ultimately became the voter-
adopted Issue 1 last month, said that he is concerned on timelines for tackling congressional redistricting reform.

Economy
Ohio’s retailers foresee a 4.2 percent increase in sales in November and December for the holidays, with an even 
stronger performance predicted in the central and southwest regions. The Ohio Council of Retail Merchants (OCRM) 
and Focus on Ohio’s Future, the council’s research affiliate, released annual projections Monday, based on analysis 
by University of Cincinnati economist Michael Jones.

Education
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) announced that Superintendent Richard Ross will retire at the end of the 
year, after a little less than three years on the job. Ross took over at ODE in March 2013, after about a year heading 
Gov. John Kasich’s Office of 21st Century Education.

Three community colleges will receive a quarter million dollars apiece to plan programs for awarding high school 
diplomas to adults as part of career-focused instruction, the Ohio Department of Education said. State Superintendent 
Richard Ross awarded the planning grants to Cincinnati State Technical and Community College, Columbus State 
Community College, and North Central State College under the Adult Diploma Pilot Program. The planning grants 
support programs for launch in FY17.

Schools and their business, nonprofit and faith partners could start applying for the next round of state mentoring 
grants in March and learn of award decisions in May under a timeline discussed by the Community Connectors 
Advisory Board.

Elections
Secretary of State Jon Husted Friday ordered the Hamilton County Board of Elections to review the challenges 
experienced by county voters on Election Day and to determine the steps to be taken to prevent them from occurring 
again. The county saw the most issues around the state, mostly due to problems with electronic poll books. Husted 
told reporters that the problems likely stemmed from poll workers who had not been properly trained on the devices. 
The issues had caused a Hamilton County judge to extend the polling hours in the county to 9 p.m. instead of the 
normal 7:30 p.m.

Sen. Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati) recently came out forcefully in opposition to a bipartisan proposal to expand the mandatory 
electronic campaign filings of statewide officeholders to candidates for the State Board of Education, local offices 
raising more than $2,000 and certain local political entities. Seitz vowed a major battle over SB206 (LaRose).

Elections 2016
Sen. Jim Hughes (R-Columbus) officially announced his bid to return to the Ohio House, saying Tuesday that he will 
seek the 24th House District seat in 2016. Hughes, who is term limited, previously served in the lower chamber before 
running to replace former State Senator and now U.S. Rep. Steve Stivers in 2008. The 24th House District seat is 
currently held by Rep. Stephanie Kunze (R-Hilliard), who is running for Hughes’ Senate seat. Rep. Cheryl Grossman 
discontinued her bid for this Senate seat.

TOP NEWS
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Democrat Joshua Clark filed to run in the 18th House District in 2016, setting up a likely primary to replace Rep. 
Michael Stinziano (D-Columbus) next year. Democrat Kristin Boggs, the daughter of former Sen. Robert Boggs, has 
also announced she will run for the seat. In the meantime, House Democrats said Rep. Jack Cera (D-Bellaire) will 
chair the screening committee to recommend a replacement for Stinziano’s seat when he steps down in January to 
take his place as a council member on Columbus City Council.

The battle for three Ohio Supreme Court seats is starting to shape up with the announcement this week that Ohio 
Appeals Court Judge Cynthia Rice will run for the post currently held by Justice Paul Pfeifer. Cuyahoga County 
Common Pleas Judge John P. O’Donnell, a Democrat, is running for Justice Judith Ann Lanzinger’s post two years 
after he failed to unseat Justice Judith French. Republicans Pat Fischer, a 1st District Court of Appeals judge, and 
Colleen Mary O’Toole, a judge on the 11th District Court of Appeals, are both seeking the Republican nomination for 
the Supreme Court seat.

Employment/Unemployment
Ohio gained 30,800 jobs in October, dropping the unemployment rate to 4.4 percent, the Ohio Department of Job and 
Family Services (ODFJS) said. More importantly, Ohio now has more jobs than when the Great Recession began in 
December 2007, finally regaining all the jobs that were lost in that period.

Energy
A group of 20 Republican House members followed the recent appeal of President Obama’s Clean Power Plan Monday 
with the introduction of a concurrent resolution supporting Ohio’s fossil fuel generators. Sponsored by Rep. Brian Hill 
(R-Zanesville), HCR 29 argues for a “proper balance” of abundant, low-cost electricity with environmental concerns.

Minimum setback distances for wind turbines set in Mid-Biennium Review (MBR) bill 130-HB 483 (Amstutz) are 
blocking further wind energy development in the state, wind industry advocates told members of the House Public 
Utilities Committee. School superintendents, landowners, a local business leader and a wind industry representative 
testified that HB190 (Burkley-Brown) would give local governments more control over economic development.

A coalition against the proposed re-regulation of FirstEnergy said that the power purchase agreement (PPA) advanced 
by staffers at the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) would double current wholesale energy costs in the 
company’s service area, where most of its customers center around Cleveland, Toledo and Lake Erie. AARP Ohio 
joined environmentalists and competitive supply groups in a teleconference, urging PUCO commissioners to reject 
the staff agreement they say would hit elderly and low-income Ohioans especially hard.

Environment
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) released its strategic plan to address harmful algal toxins in 
drinking water. Legislation sponsored by Ohio’s U.S. Rep. Bob Latta (R-Bowling Green) required the agency to develop 
the plan. Latta said his Drinking Water Protection Act is a “first step” in the development of a long-term strategy for 
managing the problem of harmful algal blooms (HABs).

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) announced final volume requirements under the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS) program for the years 2014, 2015 and 2016, and final volume requirements for biomass-based 
diesel for 2014 to 2017. The rule finalizes higher volumes of renewable fuel than the levels USEPA proposed in June.

TOP NEWS
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General Assembly/Statehouse
Young legislators in both the House and Senate will join other policymakers across the country in forming a new 
coalition rooted in pragmatism and bipartisanship to propel Ohio politics into the future. General Assembly members 
Tuesday launched the Ohio Future Caucus in an effort to encourage bipartisanship among elected officials of the 
millennial generation, one that is the largest growing demographic nationally and includes three million Ohioans.

Two Northeast Ohio lawmakers on Tuesday introduced legislation prohibiting the manufacture and sale of microbeads 
— small plastic particles typically found in personal care products such as hand sanitizers and toothpaste. Reps. 
John Patterson (D-Jefferson) and Kent Smith (D-Euclid) said in an earlier joint news release that they crafted HB 
400 in response to scientific evidence that shows microbeads can pollute public bodies of water — including Lake 
Erie — by slipping through water treatment systems when they wash down the drain.

House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) said he is looking to announce a task force that will look at medical 
marijuana. He said Rep. Kirk Schuring (R-Canton), who is heading up the House’s efforts on medical marijuana, has 
already begun meeting with health professionals on the issue.

Natural Resources
Construction is now underway on a new 4.1-mile dam at Buckeye Lake in Central Ohio, the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (ODNR). The department provided an update to the local community on the dam, noting that a 
stability berm will be built in front of the existing dam. The first phase of the project could be completed as early as 
next summer. 

Community leaders, including MORPC board member and Somerset Mayor Tom Johnson, recently gathered to consider 
what the future of the Buckey Lake region will look like. Discussion as the meeting was about redevelopment, tourism 
and jobs. William Murdock and Laura Koprowski attended on behalf of MORPC. Partnering in the redevelopment 
efforts is the Urban Land Institute. 

Public Safety
The Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) has announced that drivers can now renew their vehicle registrations at 
any of nine “BMV4U” self-service terminal locations across the state. The ninth terminal located in Cincinnati was 
established on Nov. 3, completing the pilot installation phase, according to BMV. Since the first self-service terminal 
debuted in April 2015, 3,590 vehicle registrations have been processed.

AT&T and the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) invite Ohio high school students to submit ideas for video 
messages discouraging smartphone distractions behind the wheel. Students may send written video scripts or 
concepts to ODPS in December and January for the “It Can Wait/Safer Ohio Video Challenge.” Several students will 
have their ideas selected for production in 2016.

Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS), including the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol (OSHP), sponsor Nationwide Insurance, law enforcement from around the state and other safety 
advocates gathered Tuesday morning to launch the annual “Tie One on for Safety” campaign with a message “to 
drive safe, sober and buckled up.”

During a Statehouse news conference, Reps. Jonathan Dever (R-Cincinnati) and Alicia Reece (D-Cincinnati) discussed 
HB 380, legislation they recently introduced to create a more transparent investigative process of deaths that result 
from a law enforcement officer’s use of a firearm.

TOP NEWS
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State Government
A new State Integrity Investigation by the Center for Public Integrity ranked Ohio sixth among states for transparency 
and accountability, despite only giving the state a D+. The project uses research to grade states on laws and systems 
they have in place to deter corruption, according to the center. Only three states earned a grade higher than a D, while 
Ohio was one of 11 states with a D+. Alaska earned the highest grade of C, followed by California and Connecticut.

Taxation
Cleveland could be facing municipal income tax losses of more than $1 million a year after the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to hear the city’s appeal of a state ruling that overturned its “jock tax” on visiting athletes from the NFL, 
NBA and MLB. The Cleveland Board of Review had appealed this year’s Ohio Supreme Court decision finding that 
the city’s taxation of visiting professional athletes based on “games played” rather than total “duty days” throughout 
the year — a much smaller fraction of income reflecting training camps, meetings, practices, game preparation, 
pre-season games and possibly post-season games — violated the due process clause of the Fifth and Fourteenth 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

The state commission weighing a major overhaul of Ohio’s tax system heard a strong recommendation for an 
imminent switch to the flat tax, a revenue philosophy already embraced by Michigan, Pennsylvania and Indiana. 
Richard Vedder, distinguished professor of economics emeritus at Ohio University, provided the 2020 Tax Policy 
Study Commission a lengthy overview of economics and revenue collection and Ohio’s current system of taxation. 
He framed the presentation with his own definition of “good taxes”: (1) simple, (2) no market distortions, (3) broadly 
seen as fair, and (4) transparent.

Transportation
A new Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) project — funded in large part by a federal grant — aims to help 
Ohio’s 34 rural transit systems operate more efficiently and expand broadband access in the state. The Transit Tech 
Ohio project has been awarded a $6.8 million Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
grant from the U.S. Department of Transportation. The money will be used to help rural transit agencies purchase 
hardware and software that allows them to schedule and dispatch transit vehicles, according to ODOT.

The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (OTIC) approved resolutions updating its communication systems 
and network during its monthly meeting Monday.

Economic Development
The Kasich administration recently announced $3.8 million in new tax credits that will help keep 1,120 jobs in Ohio 
and spur another 875 positions, also generating $205 million in new commercial investments. The Ohio Tax Credit 
Authority (OTCA) approved six projects recommended by JobsOhio and its regional partners, led by a $1.2 million 
credit to Radiance Technologies Inc. in the Montgomery County city of Riverside.

A bill reorganizing the law governing joint economic development districts (JEDDs), Sub.H.B.182, also makes numerous 
changes respecting the creation, amendment, and operation of such JEDDs and received unanimous votes out of 
committee. The bill also authorizes affected school districts to waive the requirement, under continuing law, that 
retail facilities be excluded from the tax benefits available in enterprise zones.

TOP NEWS
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HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M, DEVER J) To require the Treasurer of State to 
establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 10/13/2015 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 4/22/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance; 4/15/2015 - PASSED BY HOUSE; 
Vote 95-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 12/9/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 12/1/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Second Hearing); 10/20/2015 - Senate 
State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB130 PUBLIC RECORDS-DATA BOARD (HAGAN C, DUFFEY M) To create the DataOhio Board, to specify 
requirements for posting public records online, to require the Auditor of State to adopt rules regarding 
a uniform accounting system for public offices, to establish an online catalog of public data at data.
Ohio.gov, to establish the Local Government Information Exchange Grant Program, and to make an 
appropriation.
Current Status: 12/2/2015 - House Finance, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - Re-Referred to Committee; 6/17/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
House State Government, (Fifth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-130

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

Railroad Crossing Upgrades
Over the next few months drivers will notice a change in traffic signals at railroad crossings that do not have flashing 
lights or gates. The Ohio Department of Transportation, in conjunction with the Ohio Rail Development Commission, 
reviewed nearly 2,000 of these crossings as a result of a change in state law. As a result, around 1,000 of the crossings 
will be getting stop signs in place of the yield signs already at the crossings.

Legislation of Interest
On October 27, the House unanimously passed HB340 (Amstutz) to extend the Local Government Innovation Council 
until at least Dec. 31, 2019 with an emergency clause, and HB233 (Schuring) that allows municipalities to create 
downtown redevelopment districts and innovation districts to promote the rehabilitation of historic buildings. The 
Senate Finance Committee accepted a substitute version on December 8, making the legislation the General 
Assembly’s budget corrections or “Christmas Tree” bill for this session.

Traffic Cameras
Ohio can’t withhold funds from cities that do not comply with state traffic camera laws, a Lucas County judge has ruled. 
The city of Toledo is suing the state over provisions in 130-SB342 (Seitz) and HB64 (R. Smith), the biennial budget.

TOP NEWS
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HB176 GAS-FUEL CONVERSION PROGRAM (HALL D, O’BRIEN S) To create the Gaseous Fuel Vehicle Conversion 
Program, to allow a credit against the income or commercial activity tax for the purchase or conversion of 
an alternative fuel vehicle, to reduce the amount of sales tax due on the purchase or lease of a qualifying 
electric vehicle by up to $500, to apply the motor fuel tax to the distribution or sale of compressed natural 
gas, to authorize a temporary, partial motor fuel tax exemption for sales of compressed natural gas 
used as motor fuel, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 11/18/2015 - REPORTED OUT, House Finance, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/16/2015 - Re-Referred to Committee; 6/23/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
House Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-176

HB180 RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS (MAAG R) To prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 10/21/2015 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/15/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Government Oversight and Reform; 6/30/2015 
- PASSED BY HOUSE; Vote 62-31
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-180

HB190 WIND FARM SETBACKS-COUNTY (BURKLEY T, BROWN T) To permit counties to adopt resolutions 
establishing an alternative setback for wind farms and to extend by five years the deadlines for obtaining 
the qualified energy project tax exemption.
Current Status: 11/18/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 5/27/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing); 5/12/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-190

HB233 REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS (SCHURING K) To authorize municipal corporations to create downtown 
redevelopment districts and innovation districts for the purposes of promoting the rehabilitation of 
historic buildings, creating jobs, encouraging economic development in commercial and mixed-use 
areas, and supporting grants and loans to technology-oriented and other businesses.
Current Status: 12/8/2015 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 11/10/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means; 10/27/2015 - PASSED BY 
HOUSE; Vote 91-0
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-233

HB237 TRANSPORTATION NETWORK COMPANIES (DUFFEY M, HACKETT R) To regulate transportation network 
companies and transportation network company services.
Current Status: 12/1/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, Senate 
State and Local Government, (Fifth Hearing)
Recent Status: 11/18/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (Fourth Hearing); 10/20/2015 - Senate 
State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-237

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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HB301 STATE EMPLOYEE-HEALTH CARE PLAN (HENNE M, HUFFMAN S) To require the Department of 
Administrative Services to make a high deductible health care plan available to state employees and 
state elected officials.
Current Status: 10/14/2015 - House Insurance, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - House Insurance, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House 
Insurance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-301

HB302 ANNEXED TERRITORY-LEVY (HENNE M) To provide that, beginning five years after a type-II annexation 
is approved, the annexed territory is subject to a fire, police, or EMS tax levy only if the levy is imposed 
by the subdivision that provides the fire, police, or EMS service to the territory.
Current Status: 12/1/2015 - House Local Government, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 11/17/2015 - House Local Government, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House Local Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-302

HB304 MUNICIPAL WATER RESERVOIR-BUFFERS (LELAND D, STINZIANO M) To eliminate law authorizing the 
maintenance of buffers around municipal water reservoirs by contiguous property owners.
Current Status: 11/17/2015 - House Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House Local Government; 8/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-304

HB340 LOCAL GOVERNMENT INNOVATION COUNCIL (AMSTUTZ R) To extend the operation of the Local 
Government Innovation Council until December 31, 2019, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 12/8/2015 - Senate Finance, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 11/17/2015 - Senate Finance, (First Hearing); 11/10/2015 - Referred to Committee 
Senate Finance
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-340

SB75 AGRITOURISM-ZONING (JONES S, PETERSON B) To limit the authority of a board of county commissioners 
or board of township trustees to prohibit agritourism through zoning, to apply current agricultural use 
valuation to land used for agritourism for property tax purposes, and to establish immunity in a civil 
action for agritourism providers.
Current Status: 11/17/2015 - PASSED BY SENATE; Vote 30-1
Recent Status: 11/17/2015 - Bills for Third Consideration; 10/21/2015 - REPORTED OUT AS AMENDED, 
Senate Civil Justice, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-75

SB146 DISTRACTED DRIVING-ENHANCED PENALTY (HUGHES J, SEITZ B) To establish an enhanced penalty 
for committing a moving violation while distracted.
Current Status: 10/13/2015 - House Judiciary, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/6/2015 - House Judiciary, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee House 
Judiciary
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-146

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING
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SB152 GEOGRAPHIC EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS (UECKER J) To enact section 9.49 and to repeal sections 
153.013 and 5525.26 of the Revised Code to prohibit a public authority from requiring a contractor to 
employ a certain percentage of individuals from the geographic area of the public authority for the 
construction or professional design of a public improvement.
Current Status: 10/14/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 10/7/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing); 9/30/2015 - Referred to Committee 
House State Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-152

SB209 OHIO RURAL JOBS ACT (HITE C) To enact the “Ohio Rural Jobs Act” which authorizes a nonrefundable 
tax credit for insurance companies that invest in rural business growth funds, which are certified to 
provide capital to rural and agricultural businesses.
Current Status: 12/8/2015 - House Agriculture and Rural Development, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 12/1/2015 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Agriculture and Rural Development, 
(First Hearing); 11/16/2015 - Referred to Committee House Agriculture and Rural Development
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-209

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
U.S. House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) announced that U.S. Rep. Pat Tiberi (R-Columbus) has been appointed as vice-
chair of the Joint Economic Committee (JEC). The chairmanship and vice-chairmanship of the committee alternate 
between the Senate and House every Congress.

With the U.S. House and Senate’s recent passage of a five-year transportation bill, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) 
held a conference call with reporters, as well as MORPC Executive Director William Murdock, to highlight provisions 
he pushed to help Ohio. One of the major pieces of the transportation bill that Brown highlighted will be a competitive 
grant program to fund major infrastructure projects like Cincinnati’s Brent Spence Bridge project. The program states 
that funding is for large projects which when completed will reduce the impact of congestion, generate national and 
regional economic benefits, and facilitate the efficient movement of freight.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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