
MORPC 2016-2040 METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION PLAN
NOVEMBER 2015
VOLUME 8

The Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) is a long-range planning document that brings together local 
governments from around Central Ohio and other local, state, and federal agencies to identify and coordinate 
transportation goals and policies over the next two decades. The MTP will identify transportation needs, strategies, 
and projects, and provide the basis for how federal transportation funding will be spent to improve highways, 
transit, freight, bikeways, and pedestrian facilities.

MTP DEFINITIONS

Work on the 2016-2040 MTP is underway.  Over the past year, several plan development milestones have been 
reached, including the adoption of regional transportation goals, objectives, land use assumptions, and project 
evaluation criteria.  Candidate projects have been collected from various local plans and from public suggestions 
via an interactive webmap, resulting in nearly 1,000 transportation projects currently being evaluated for potential 
inclusion in the MTP. A draft list of strategies has also been developed and is available for public review and 
comment.  More information on these milestones is available at morpc.org/mtp2040. The draft strategies are 
presented on the next page.

Do you have throughts on a 
project suggestion? 

Visit  morpc.org/mtp2040 to 
provide comments on the current 
candidate project list. 
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The definitions below are helpful in understanding the role of each 
in the MTP: 

Goals:  Broad statements of the vision or aspiration for the region 
in 2040.

Objectives:  Measurable metrics used to track progress in 
achieving the goals.

	 - Benchmark:  In tracking progress, the starting point or  
              existing condition.

	 - Target:  In tracking progress, the attainment level to be  
              reached within an established timeframe.

Strategies:  Action items to be done to move from the benchmark 
toward the targets.
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DRAFT STRATEGIES BY TRANSPORTATION GOAL

• Collaborate to reduce the need for vehicle travel through development regulations.*

• Create travel demand management (TDM) partnerships among the facilitators and    
    providers of alternative modes of transportation, community leaders, and institutions  
    that make up high-density trip generating districts.*

• Improve marketing of regional travel demand management (TDM) programs to  
    increase use of transit, ride-share, bicycling, and walking.

• Create plans and partnerships to attract investment in alternative fuel vehicles and  
    infrastructure.

Through transportation, 
protect natural resources 
and mitigate infrastructure 
vulnerabilities to maintain 
a healthy ecosystem and 
community.

Through transportation, 
position Central Ohio to 
attract and retain economic 
opportunity to prosper as a 
region and compete globally.

Through transportation, 
reduce per capita energy 
consumption and promote 
alternative fuel resources to 
increase affordability and 
resilience of regional energy 
supplies.

The MTP strategies are regional transportation strategies on which the region’s planning partners can work 
together to accomplish the adopted transportation goals.  The adopted goals are listed along with their 
corresponding draft strategies. Some strategies address more than one goal and are listed with each individual 
goal. These strategies are identified with an asterisk (*).   

• Collaborate to reduce the need for vehicle travel through development    
    regulations.*

• Create travel demand management (TDM) partnerships among the facilitators and  
    providers of alternative modes of transportation, community leaders, and  
    institutions that make up high-density trip generating districts.*

• Implement best management practices for storm water runoff and implementation  
    of green infrastructure. 

• Alleviate existing or anticipated congestion.*

• Improve employee and customer access to businesses through infrastructure and  
    outreach.*

• Improve fixed route and demand response transit service.*

• Improve connections and coordination among transit system operators and other  
    modes of transportation.*

• Support efforts to introduce fixed guideway transit service.*

• Collect information on and analyze freight activity to identify developing trends and  
    work to disseminate that information among partners and peers. 

• Forge public/private partnerships to provide resources to maintain and expand key  
    linkages between air, rail, and roadway transportation modes. 

• Make transportation decisions that positively impact freight movements and  
    maximize the effectiveness of the region’s integrated freight transportation system.
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Through transportation, 
increase regional 
collaboration and employ 
innovative transportation 
solutions to maximize 
the return on public 
expenditures.

Through transportation, 
use public investments to 
benefit the health, safety, 
and welfare of people.

Through transportation, 
create sustainable 
neighborhoods to improve 
residents’ quality of life.

• Alleviate existing or anticipated congestion.*

• Improve employee and customer access to businesses through infrastructure and  
    outreach.*

• Improve fixed route and demand response transit service.*

• Improve connections and coordination among transit system operators and other  
    modes of transportation.*

• Support efforts to introduce fixed guideway transit service.*

• Make neighborhoods walkable, bikeable, and accessible by transit through both  
    infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects and programs.

• Increase the quantity and quality of data on bicycle and pedestrian travel behavior. 

• Expand bicycle and pedestrian networks through the implementation of complete  
    streets and multi-use path connections.*

• Collect, develop, maintain, and share data and information to improve local  
    decision making.

• Collaborate to reduce the need for vehicle travel through development regulations.*

• Multi-jurisdictional dialogue to improve opportunities for collaboration.

• Collaborate on a selection process that advances short-term project priorities through  
    the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).*

• Promote and strengthen security and emergency preparedness efforts.*

• Improve traffic and transit operations by increasing efficiency through investment in  
    advanced technology.

• Establish consistent data collection procedures and standard rating systems  
    concerning roadway condition.

• Preserve and maintain the existing transportation system.

• Broaden the transportation system managed in a coordinated manner.

• Develop a regional multi-modal traveler information system.

• Develop transportation system to serve all demographic population groups.

• Ensure the accuracy, availability, and timeliness of crash data and information.

• Reduce the occurrence of severe crashes and address high-crash locations.

• Support and advance initiatives that address high-risk drivers and behaviors.

• Expand bicycle and pedestrian networks through the implementation of complete  
    streets and multi-use path connections.*

• Improve human services transportation and coordination with public. 

• Promote and strengthen security and emergency preparedness efforts.*
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INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

The Active Transportation Plan (ATP) --  a component of the MTP -- identifies 
regionally significant active transportation corridors that include pedestrian, bicycle, 
and transit facilities around Central Ohio.  Because these corridors cross jurisdictional 
boundaries, they present the need for coordinated planning efforts to ensure 
travelers can efficiently and safely access and move between pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit facilities.  

The ATP also includes tools to help decision-makers identify different improvement 
options along the corridors and estimate the cost of adding various bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities to planned projects.  

The draft ATP is currently available, and it includes a Story Map and Cost Estimator 
tool. The interactive Story Map contains best-practices information and a variety 
of data to assist with community planning efforts. The Cost Estimator tool helps 
communities identify the range of costs for building these facilities. 

Visit morpc.org/atp for more information and to access the tools described.  
Comments will be accepted on the draft Active Transportation Plan through January 
2016. 

WHAT’S NEXT?
A draft project list will be available for review and 
comment in late November 2015. Comments will be 
accepted on the strategies and project list through 
January 2016.
 
VISIT morpc.org/mtp2040 and morpc.org/atp to 
provide comments on the current candidate project list 
and draft strategies. 111 Liberty Street, Suite 

100
Columbus, Ohio 43215

T  614.228.2663

www.morpc.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SIGN UP FOR UPDATES ON THE MTP, VISIT morpc.org/mtp2040.

CONNECT WITH US:

        facebook.com/morpc

        twitter.com/morpc

The MTP strategies lead to work activities such as specific infrastructure projects.  These projects are determined 
through a process of collecting candidate projects, applying evaluation criteria, estimating financial feasibility, and 
gathering input from stakeholders and the public. The resulting project list is then included in the MTP.  

Candidate projects are currently being evaluated using the adopted criteria, and the draft list will be available 
for review and comment later this month.  Projects can eventually be implemented through the Transportation 
Improvement Program.  Other work activities identified in the strategies should be carried out by MORPC and other 
regional planning partners.  

One example of a non-infrastructure work activity is the Active Transportation Plan (ATP). The ATP is a tool developed 
as part of the MTP, through coordination with regional stakeholders, that can be utilized by local governments and 
developers to help make neighborhoods walkable, bikeable, and accessible by transit, which is one of the draft 
strategies.  

The draft Active Transportation Plan is also available for public review and comment through January 2016. More 
information is available below.

DRAFT ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN


