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• Port Columbus’ economic impact is approaching $4 billion 

annually and the airport area employs over 33,000 people.  With 

over 140 daily departures the airport continues to serve the 

needs of the City, the Region and the State of Ohio.  

 

• Mayor Michael B. Coleman, in his 2014 State of the City Address, 

called for a task force to build upon this important Community 

Asset. He named Daniel Rosenthal, President of Milestone 

Aviation, as the task force chair. 
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Working Groups  

The Task Force organized into three working groups to conduct its 

business.   

 

• Air Services, Chaired by Geoff Chatas 

 

• Regional Transportation, Chaired by William Murdock 

 

• Economic Development, Chaired by Jean Carter Ryan 

 

These working groups met regularly to develop findings and 

recommendations to inform the Task Force report.  



ENHANCING DIRECT AIR SERVICE  

The Community must compete for and invest in new direct flight 
service in key markets - on the West Coast and in Europe. 

  

• Approach new air service like other economic development 
targets 

  

• Identify markets best positioned for new service 

 

• Understand the economic impact of new service on our 
community 

 

• Align key air service users and marketing to leverage demand 

 

• Partner with public and private sectors to develop incentives  

 



ADVANCING PORT COLUMBUS AS 
OUR REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION 

CENTER 
The Community must pursue more transportation alternatives for the 

Port Columbus Area, including a rail connection to Downtown and an 

airport area multi-modal transportation center.   

• Support COTA’s new Downtown to Airport bus service beginning in 

2016 

• Inform current and long term planning of COTA, City of Columbus, 

and MORPC 

• Advance business case for Downtown rail service and airport 

multimodal  center 

• Pursue state legislation to create new innovative financing options 

for transit 

• Position these projects for state and federal funding and public-

private partnerships 

 



 
PROMOTING ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
 The Community must commit to strategic investments, programs, and 

policies to strengthen the Port Columbus area.  
  

• Create an airport area development district 

 

• Establish a marketing plan to promote area and target growth 
industries  

 

• Collaborate on business retention efforts and positioning DSCC 

    

• Promote investment in roadway, rail, and public transit 
infrastructure 

 

• Improve the area’s appearance with enhanced development 
standards and code enforcement. 
 



SUSTAINING THESE EFFORTS OVER 

TIME 

The Community must forge public-private partnerships to promote 

Task Force Recommendations. 

 

• Establish an “Air Services Committee” to advise on air service 

priorities, policies, and incentives and promote flights; 

 

• Assign or create an entity to promote economic development and 

transportation initiatives. 

 


