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TOP ADVOCACY ITEMS

Priority Status

Secure ODOT TRAC Funding for Regional 
Projects

The TRAC finalized its list of projects on February 26, 2015. 

Explore Possibility of Local Governments 
Passing Legislation to Increase Fees for 
Funding Infrastructure

HB64, the state’s biennial operating budget bill, provides for 
modest growth in the local government fund (LGF). The LGF 
increase is due to an overall increase in the state’s projected 
revenue.

Establish MORPC as Top MPO Resource 
for Ohio Congressional Delegation on 
Transportation Issues

Congress has extended federal transportation funding through 
May 2015. MORPC was on Capitol Hill in February to advocate 
for the passage of a long-term bill that also secures a continued 
strong role for MPOs.

Promote Energy Efficiency and Conservation, 
as Well as Renewable and Alternative 
Energy

MORPC continues to monitor the Energy Mandates Study 
Committee that came out of SB310. The House and Senate 
have appointed their members to the study committee, which 
will begin to meet in earnest beginning in the 1st half of 2015.

MORPC is reviewing HB 72 (Energy Improvement Districts) that 
authorizes port authorities to create energy special improvement 
districts for the purpose of developing and implementing plans 
for special energy improvement projects and to alter the law 
governing such districts that are governed by a nonprofit 
corporation. Several Central Ohio communities have been 
meeting to discuss utilizing this tool to enhance commercial 
properties and hopefully residential properties down the road. 

Explore Possibility of Passing Legislation to 
Increase Local Government License Plate 
Fees for Funding Infrastructure

Along with statewide associations representing local 
governments, MORPC has tried to insert provisions increasing 
the cap on license fees in the transportation budget (HB53) and 
the operating budget (Sub.HB64).

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
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Governor Unveils FY 2016-2017 State Operating Budget - House Introduces HB64 
On Monday, February 2, Governor John Kasich launched the third state budget of his career by proposing another 
$523 million in tax cuts for Ohioans. The corresponding legislation, HB64, was introduced in the Ohio House on Feb. 
11, 2015. The tax provisions in the state’s 2,783-page biennial budget bill include eliminating income tax on small 
businesses with annual gross receipts under $2 million and a 23 percent income tax cut for personal income tax rates 
over the biennium. However, the budget also includes a sales tax increase from 5.75 percent 6.25 percent to further 
Kasich’s intention to shift the state’s tax system from income to consumption, an increase in the severance tax from 
4.5 to 6.5 percent in certain cases, an increase in the Commercial Activity Tax (CAT) and increases in the cigarette 
and other tobacco products taxes. Among other items in the budget are (1) a doubling of the personal exemption for 
low- and middle-income Ohioans, and (2) creation of a committee to review the state’s $8.5 billion in tax expenditures.

A summary of the proposed tax cuts and increase include:

Tax Cuts
 » 23% across-the-board reduction in income tax rates (top rate down from 5.33% to 4.1%)
 » Small business owners will pay no income tax (on business income) if they have gross receipts of under 

$2 million
 » Businesses with gross receipts of under $2 million will pay a flat $150 in Commercial Activity Tax (CAT)
 » Existing 50% reduction on up to $250,000 made permanent for other business owners (75% for 2014 only)

Tax Increases
 » Commercial Activity Tax (CAT) rate increase from .26 to .32
 » Sales tax rate increase from 5.75 to 6.25% 
 » Sales tax vendor discount capped at $1,000 per month
 » Sales tax base broadened to other services (listed below)
 » Means testing tax credits and exemptions for retired taxpayers earning over $100,000 (Social Security 

deduction, senior and retirement income credits)
 » Increased personal exemption for taxpayers earning under $80,000
 » Sales tax exemption for car and boat trade-ins reduced 50%
 » Oil and gas severance tax increase to 6.5% at wellhead, 4.5% for sales downstream

To see all documents for the proposed budget, titled Blueprint for A New Ohio, click here.

There are several services targeted in the expanded sales tax definition of what is taxable. These proposed taxable 
services include very broad definitions of: (1) management consulting, (2) lobbying, (3) research and public opinion 
polling service, (4) public relations, (5) parking, (6) debt collection, (7) repossession, (8) cable service, (9) bad debt, 
(10) travel service.

Currently, the bill is being reviewed by various House Subcommittees. The full text of the budget bill, HB64, is 
available by clicking the link provided.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
http://www.obm.ohio.gov/Budget/operating/fy16-17.aspx
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64
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Sub.HB53 – FY2016-2017 Transportation Budget
On March 3, the House by a 97-0 vote approved an amended transportation budget that provides more than $7.06 
billion over the FY16-FY17 biennium, including $5.04 billion for highway construction and maintenance and creates 
the Joint Legislative Task Force on Department of Transportation Funding, but excludes additional funding of $100 
million for bridge repairs and nearly $10 million for public transit. 

Among other provisions, Sub.HB53:

 » Reinstates the Ohio Rail Development Commission and eliminates language governing the division of freight 
in ODOT 

 » Appropriates $450,000 per year for the Department of Public Safety to purchase driving simulators 
 » Strengthens standards for Ohio’s driver-training schools and instructors 
 » Requires deputy registrars to accept payment in the form of credit or debit cards by July 1, 2016, and prohibits 

any additional charges for a financial transaction device from being added to the total cost
 » Increases from 10 to 25 the percentage of total project cost that a transportation improvement district can 

receive from the state
 » Increases the project threshold for which a county engineer can utilize design-build from $1.5 million to $5 

million
 » Provides an additional $114 million over two years for local transportation projects

Sub.HB53 is now pending before the Ohio Senate for further consideration. By law, the transportation budget must 
be signed into law by March 31st.

Key Committee Assignments
House of Representatives
Finance Committee: 
Ryan Smith (R-93) – Chair 
Kirk Schuring (R-48) – Vice Chair
Denise Driehaus (D-31) - Ranking Member

Transportation Subcommittee: 
Cheryl Grossman (R-23) – Chair
Alicia Reece (D-33) - Ranking Member

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee:
Terry Boose (R-57) – Chair
Doug Green (R-66) – Vice Chair
Michael Sheehy (D-46) – Ranking Member

Ways and Means Committee:
Jeff McClain (R-87) – Chair
Gary Scherer (R-92) – Vice Chair
Jack Dera (D-96) – Ranking Member

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

Government Accountability and Oversight:
Tim Brown (R-3) – Chair
Luis Blessing III (R-29) – Vice Chair
Kathleen Clyde (D-75) – Ranking Member

Local Government:
Marlene Anielski (R-6) – Chair
Scott Ryan (R-71) – Vice Chair
John Rogers (D-60) – Ranking Member

Public Utilities:
Tim Schaffer (R-77) – Chair
Kristina Roegner (R-37) – Vice Chair
Mike Ashford (D-44) – Ranking Member

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 5

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

Senate
Finance Committee:
Scott Oelslager (R-29) – Chair
Bill Coley (R-4) – Vice Chair
Michael Skindell – (D-23) – Ranking Member

Government Oversight and Reform:
Bill Coley (R-4) – Chair
Bill Seitz (R-8) – Vice Chair
Kenny Yuko (D-25) – Ranking Member

State and Local Government:
Frank LaRose (R-27) – Chair
Jay Hottinger (R-31) – Vice Chair
Cecil Thomas (D-9) – Ranking Member

TOP NEWS IN OHIO

Transportation Commerce and Labor:
Gayle Manning (R-13) – Chair
Tom Patton (R-24) – Vice Chair
Capri Cafaro (D-32) – Ranking Member

Ways and Means:
Bob Peterson – (R-17) – Chair
Bill Beagle (R-5) – Vice Chair
Charleta Tavares (D-15) – Ranking Member

OHIO HOUSE DISTRICTS 2012-2022

(As Adopted 2012)

1. Ron Amstutz R

2. Mark Romanchuk R

3. Tim Brown R

4. Bob Cupp R

5. Tim Ginter R

6. Marlene Anielski R

7. Mike Dovilla R

8. Kent Smith D

9. Janine Boyd D

10. Bill Patmon D

11. Sandra Williams D

12. John Barnes, Jr. D

13. Nickie Antonio D

14. Martin Sweeney D

15. Nicholas Celebrezze D

16. Nan Baker R

17. Michael Curtin D

18. Michael Stinziano D

19. Anne Gonzales R

20. Heather Bishoff D

21. Mike Duffey R

22. David Leland D

23. Cheryl Grossman R

24. Stephanie Kunze R

25. Kevin Boyce D

26. Hearcel Craig D

27. Tom Brinkman R

28. Jonathan Dever R

29. Louis Blessing R

30. Louis Terhar R

31. Denise Driehaus D

32. Christine Bryant D

33. Alicia Reece D

34. Emilia Sykes D

35. Greta Johnson D

36. Anthony DeVitis R

37. Kristina Roegner R

38. Marilyn Slaby R

39. Fred Strahorn D

40. Michael Henne R

41. Jim Butler R

42. Niraj Antani R

43. Jeff Rezabek R

44. Michael Ashford D

45. Teresa Fedor D

46. Michael Sheehy D

47. Barbara Sears R

48. Kirk Schuring R

49. Stephen Slesnick D

50. Christina Hagan R

51. Wes Retherford R

52. Margaret Conditt R

53. Timothy Derickson R

54. Paul Zeltwanger R

55. Nathan Manning R

56. Dan Ramos D

57. Terry Boose R

58. Michele Lepore-Hagan D

59. Ron Gerberry D

60. John Rogers D

61. Ron Young R

62. Ron Maag R

63. Sean O'Brien D

64. Michael O’Brien D

65. John Becker R

66. Doug Green R

67. Andrew Brenner R

68. Margaret Ann Ruhl R

69. Steve Hambley R

70. Dave Hall R

71. Scott Ryan R

72. Bill Hayes R

73. Rick Perales R

74. Bob Hackett R

75. Kathleen Clyde

76. Sarah LaTourette R

77. Tim Schaffer R

78. Ron Hood R

79. Kyle Koehler R

80. Steve Huffman R

81. Rob McColley R

82. Tony Burkley R

83. Robert Sprague R

84. Jim Buchy R

85. Nino Vitale R

86. Dorothy Liggett Pelanda R

87. Jeffrey McClain R

88. Bill Reineke R

89. Steve Kraus R

90. Terry Johnson R

91. Cliff Rosenberger R

92. Gary Scherer R

93. Ryan Smith R

94. Debbie Phillips D

95. Andy Thompson R

96. Jack Cera D

97. Brian Hill R

98. Al Landis R

99. John Patterson D
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Governor’s 2015 “State of the State” Address
Governor John Kasich gave his fifth “State of the State” address on Tuesday, February 24th in Wilmington, 
Ohio. The speech, characterized the state as the “poster child” for the effects of the Great Recession here in 
Ohio, was a blend of celebrating how far Ohio has come since he first came into office mixed with a whole lot 
of pushing and prodding as the governor made the case for his vision for Ohio in the next budget and beyond. 

Among the ways he sees this happening are the following proposals included in his proposed FY16-17 budget:

 » Making Ohio attractive to “job creators” with a balanced budget, surplus, smart management, common 
sense regulation and tax cuts. This will prepare Ohio to address the next challenge that comes its way, with 
his identifying Baby Boomers’ retiring as one issue the state will face.

 » Encouraging the growth of small business in the state. Addressing his budget proposal regarding the Commercial 
Activity Tax which was passed now 10 years ago, Kasich said it “has been a huge benefit to large companies. 
... Now it is time for small businesses to get the same shot in the arm as big business got 10 years ago.” 

TOP NEWS IN OHIO
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OHIO SENATE DISTRICTS 2012-2022

(As Adopted 2012)

1. Cliff Hite R

2. Randy Gardner R

3. Kevin Bacon R

4. Bill Coley R

5. Bill Beagle R

6. Peggy Lehner R

7. Shannon Jones R

8. Bill Seitz R

9. Cecil Thomas D

10. Chris Widener R

11. Edna Brown D

12. Keith Faber R

13. Gayle Manning R

14. Joe Uecker R

15. Charleta Tavares D

16. Jim Hughes R

17. Bob Peterson R

18. John Eklund R

19. Kris Jordan R

20. Troy Balderson R

21. Sandra Williams D

22. Larry Obhof R

23. Michael Skindell D

24. Tom Patton R

25. Kenny Yuko D

26. David Burke R

27. Frank LaRose R

28. Tom Sawyer D

29. Scott Oelslager R

30. Lou Gentile D

31. Jay Hottinger R

32. Capri Cafaro D

33. Joe Schiavoni D
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 » Revising the state’s severance tax — a long-time proposal which the Legislature has refused to go along 
with. Holding up two dimes, Kasich reiterated that Ohio’s current severance tax of 20 cents per barrel of oil 

“is unconscionable.” He also again coupled the increase in the severance tax with efforts to reduce taxes for 
all Ohioans so everyone in the state “can benefit ... not just for those in ‘shale country.’”

State + National Unemployment 
According to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS),Ohio’s unemployment rate continued to fall 
in December 2014, going to 4.8 percent from 5 percent in November, as the state added 5,100 jobs over the month, 

The nation added 257,000 more jobs in January, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), but the national 
unemployment rate rose from 5.6 percent in December to 5.7 percent in January as more re-entered the workforce.

Elections 2016
On February 25, Former Governor Ted Strickland officially announced he is making a 2016 run for the U.S. Senate 
after weeks of speculation and behind the scenes fundraising. Strickland made the announcement in a press release, 
saying he is “determined to restore the American Dream for working people in this country.” The announcement 
sets up a Democratic primary with Cincinnati Councilman P.G. Sittenfeld, who joined the race in January. The seat 
is currently held by U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH), who is running for re-election. Portman released a statement 
saying he is looking forward to a “candid exchange of ideas” with Strickland.

2016 Republican National Convention – Cleveland, Ohio
In mid-January, the Republican National Committee (RNC) set the dates for its 2016 national convention in Cleveland, 
saying it will be held July 18-21, 2016.

2016 Democratic National Convention – Philadelphia, PA
Ohio will not become the first state to host both of the conventions for the major parties in 2016 after the Democratic 
National Committee (DNC) announced it had selected Philadelphia for its convention set for the week of July 25, 
2016. Columbus had been one of three finalists along with New York.

TOP NEWS IN OHIO
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HB5 PUBLIC OFFICE-STATE AGENCY EFFICIENCY STUDIES (KUNZE S, KOEHLER K) To allow the Auditor of 
State to conduct business case studies regarding the efficiency of local public offices and state agencies, 
to authorize the Auditor of State to establish a shared equipment service agreement program among 
political subdivisions, and to specify that a political subdivision that uses the loaned equipment has 
potential liability for its use under the Political Subdivision Tort Liability Law.
Current Status: 3/10/2015 - House Local Government, (Third Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/17/2015 - House Local Government, (Second Hearing)
                           2/10/2015 - House Local Government, (First Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-5

HB12 TIF-INCENTIVE DISTRICTS (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To establish a procedure by which political 
subdivisions proposing a tax increment financing (TIF) incentive district are required to provide notice to 
the record owner of each parcel within the proposed incentive district before creating the district, and 
to permit such owners, under specific conditions, to exclude their parcels from the incentive district 
by submitting a written response.
Current Status: 2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 1/28/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-12

HB13 POLICE-FIRE LEVY REVENUE (BUTLER, JR. J, BURKLEY T) To require reimbursement of police and fire 
levy revenue foregone because of the creation of a tax increment financing incentive district.
Current Status: 1/28/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 1/28/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-13

HB32 AIRCRAFT-MOTOR FUEL EXCISE TAX (PERALES R) To subject the receipt of motor fuel used to operate 
aircraft to the motor fuel excise taxes rather than the sales and use taxes and to require a percentage 
of motor fuel excise tax revenue to be used for airport improvements.
Current Status: 2/10/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 2/3/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-32

HB42 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND (GERBERRY R, CERA J) To require that, for fiscal year 2016 and each fiscal 
year thereafter, the Local Government Fund must receive the same proportion of state tax revenue that 
the Fund received in fiscal year 2005.
Current Status: 2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee House Finance
Recent Status: 2/10/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-42

HB46 GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURE DATABASE (DOVILLA M, DEVER J) To require the Treasurer of State to 
establish the Ohio State Government Expenditure Database.
Current Status: 3/4/2015 - House State Government, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/25/2015 - House State Government, (First Hearing)
                           2/11/2015 - Referred to Committee House State Government
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46

MORPC LEGISLATIVE TRACKING

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
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https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-46


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 9

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

HB53 ILLEGAL ALIEN HOUSING AGREEMENTS (ADAMS J, RETHERFORD W) To prohibit state agencies from 
entering into an agreement with the federal government to provide temporary housing for aliens who 
are not legally present in the United States.
Current Status: 3/12/2015 - Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor, (Sixth Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/11/2015 - Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor, (Fifth Hearing)
                           3/10/2015 - Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor, (Fourth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-53

HB56 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT-CRIMINAL RECORDS (SCHURING K, SLESNICK S) To limit the use of criminal 
records in the hiring and employment practices of public employers.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/17/2015 - House Commerce and Labor, (First Hearing)
                           2/12/2015 - Referred to Committee House Commerce and Labor
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-56

HB64 OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 
2015, and ending June 30, 2017, and to provide authorization and conditions for the operation of state 
programs.
Current Status: 3/12/2015 - House Finance Subcommittee on Primary/Secondary Education, (8th Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/12/2015 - House Finance Subcommittee on Transportation, (Seventh Hearing)
                           3/12/2015 - House Finance Subcommittee on Higher Education, (Tenth Hearing)
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-64

HB72 ENERGY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS (CONDITT M) To authorize port authorities to create energy 
special improvement districts for the purpose of developing and implementing plans for special energy 
improvement projects and to alter the law governing such districts that are governed by a nonprofit 
corporation.
Current Status: 3/11/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
                           2/25/2015 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-72

HB82 RIGHT-OF-WAY PENALTIES INCREASE (BEAGLE B) To increase the penalties for failing to yield the 
right-of-way to a pedestrian who is crossing a roadway within a crosswalk when the crosswalk is located 
within a school zone.
Current Status: 3/11/2015 - House Public Utilities, (Second Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - House Public Utilities, (First Hearing)
                           2/25/2015 - Referred to Committee House Public Utilities
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-82

HB84 MUNICIPAL TAX-CIVIL ACTIONS (SPRAGUE R, SWEENEY M) To require civil actions by taxpayers related 
to municipal income taxes be brought against the municipal corporation imposing the tax rather than 
the municipal corporation’s tax administrator.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Ways and Means
Recent Status: 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-84
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HB86 DISTRACTED DRIVING (GROSSMAN C) To create the offense of “distracted driving” and to limit its 
application and prosecution to persons who also commit a moving violation or a vehicular homicide 
offense at the same time as the distracted driving offense.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs + Public Safety
Recent Status: 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-86

HB88 ELECTRONIC DEVICES-DRIVING (SHEEHY M) To prohibit the use of an electronic wireless communications 
device while operating a vehicle in a school zone during hours when children are present outside or 
in a construction zone during hours of actual work, to specify that the offenses related to the use of a 
handheld electronic wireless communications device while driving apply to the operation of all vehicles 
rather than all motor vehicles as under current law, and to make driving a vehicle while using a handheld 
electronic wireless communications device to write, send, or read a text-based communication a primary 
rather than secondary traffic offense.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - Referred to Committee House Armed Services, Veterans Affairs + Public Safety
Recent Status: 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-HB-88

SB16 WATERSHEDS-FERTILIZER APPLICATION (BROWN E) To require applicators of fertilizer or manure to 
comply with specified requirements and to authorize the Director of Environmental Protection to study 
and calculate nutrient loading to Ohio watersheds from point and nonpoint sources.
Current Status: 2/10/2015 - Senate Agriculture, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Agriculture
                           2/2/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-16

SB22 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND-ALLOCATION INCREASE (TAVARES C) To increase monthly allocations to 
the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.68% of the total tax revenue credited to the GRF each month.
Current Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance
Recent Status: 2/25/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-22

SB23 OHIO COMMUNITY-POLICE RELATIONS COMMISSION (THOMAS C) To establish the Ohio Community-
Police Relations Commission to investigate the condition of community-police relations and review the 
use of force by law enforcement officers, to set the rate of reimbursement to public appointing authorities 
for the cost of continuing professional training for its law enforcement officers and require training 
in community-focused de-escalation techniques, mental health and special condition response, and 
cultural sensitivity, to require law enforcement agencies to use traffic tickets and if used, investigatory 
stop forms that provide for the recording of the race of the traffic offender or individual stopped or 
questioned, and to make an appropriation.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government
                           2/2/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-23
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SB48 BICYCLE HELMET REQUIREMENT (SKINDELL M) To require bicycle operators and passengers under 
18 years of age to wear protective helmets when the bicycle is operated on a roadway and to establish 
the Bicycle Safety Fund to be used by the Department of Public Safety to assist low-income families in 
the purchase of bicycle helmets.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Transportation, Commerce and Labor
Recent Status: 2/11/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-48

SB52 AIRCRAFT FUEL EXCISE TAX (BEAGLE B) To subject the receipt of motor fuel used to operate aircraft 
to the motor fuel excise taxes rather than the sales and use taxes and to require a percentage of motor 
fuel excise tax revenue to be used for airport improvements.
Current Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means
Recent Status: 2/11/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-52

SB57 TOWNSHIP ROAD REGULATION (EKLUND J) To authorize counties to adopt resolutions regulating motor 
vehicle traffic on county and township roads.
Current Status: 3/3/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 2/18/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government
                           2/17/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-57

SB75 AGRITOURISM-ZONING (JONES S, PETERSON B) To limit the authority of a board of county commissioners 
or board of township trustees to prohibit agritourism through zoning, to apply current agricultural use 
valuation to land used for agritourism for property tax purposes, and to establish immunity in a civil 
action for agritourism providers.
Current Status: 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate Civil Justice
Recent Status: 2/23/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-75

SB95 OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREAS-CONTAINER LAW (SEITZ B, THOMAS C) To allow municipal corporations 
and townships with a population of more than 35,000 to create outdoor refreshment areas, to exempt 
persons within such an area from the open container law, to create the Outdoor Refreshment Area 
Study Committee, and to declare an emergency.
Current Status: 3/10/2015 - Senate State and Local Government, (First Hearing)
Recent Status: 3/4/2015 - Referred to Committee Senate State and Local Government
                           3/3/2015 - Introduced
State Bill Page: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA131-SB-95
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State
Greg Murphy Leaves ODOT
On February 23, the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission (OTIC) accepted a resolution honoring the service 
of Greg Murphy, Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) chief of staff. He was appointed by ODOT Director Jerry 
Wray to serve as his proxy at OTIC meetings, serving for 28 months. The resolution says Murphy is moving on to a 
new career “utilizing his significant skills as a professional engineer.” He officially leaves ODOT in mid-March.

Andre Porter Joins PUCO
On Friday, February 20, Governor John Kasich appointed Andre Porter to the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio 
(PUCO). Porter returns to the commission after a stint serving as director of the Ohio Department of Commerce. He 
had previously been on the commission from 2011 to 2013. Porter, whose term begins Saturday, April 11, replaces 
current commissioner Steven Lesser, a Strickland appointee. The term ends April 10, 2020.

Federal
Transportation Reauthorization Set to Expire
The US House and Senate continue working to craft a Transportation Reauthorization Bill. The current extension is 
set to expire in May.

Highway Transportation Fund
With a rise in the number of fuel-efficient vehicles, nationwide, and an overall decline of vehicle miles traveled, 
the Highway Transportation Fund is facing a growing deficit. A number of states are developing their own plans for 
raising additional transportation revenue, while hoping the federal government finds a way to continue its support. 
Following are 17 states attempting to raise transportation funding in 2015.

California – House Speaker Toni Atkins proposed a plan that would raise vehicle fees approximately $52 a year 
($1 a week), with payment possibly linked with insurance payments. This plan would raise $1.8 billion towards 
California’s looming $59 billion bill in overdue highway and infrastructure maintenance.

Georgia – House Bill 170 proposes to increase the fuel excise tax by 21.7-cents-per-gallon (25.5-cents-per-gallon 
for diesel); index the excise fuel tax rates to both average vehicle fleet efficiency and construction cost inflation 
annually beginning in 2016; and exempt fuel from current sales tax (which directs a portion to local governments 
and a portion to state transportation).

Idaho – House Bill 144 would increase transportation funding by $156 million in the first year, and up to $219 
million in the third year, by: increasing fuel tax by 8-cents-per-gallon; increasing wholesale fuel tax by 3-cents-
per-gallon; increasing vehicle registration and permit fees; and imposing new fees on electric and hybrid vehicles.

Iowa – HSB 129/SSB 129 looks to increase fuel taxes by 10-cents-per-gallon and increase vehicle permit fees 
to raise $215 million annually. S.F. 87 would enact a 6.5 percent wholesale tax on motor fuels, and would increase 
vehicle fees and enact a one-percent sales tax across the entire 7-county Twin Cities metro area to fund transit and 
bike/pedestrian projects.

The bill would annually appropriate:
 » $800 million to Corridors of Commerce;
 » $200 million to Transportation Economic Development;

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/20152016/146354.pdf
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2015/H0144.htm
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?Category=billinfo&Service=Billbook&menu=false&hbill=ssb1168
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF87&version=0&session=ls89&session_year=2015&session_number=0&format=pdf
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 » $300 million for local bridges;
 » $100 million for local roads;
 » $122 million for rail grade separation projects;
 » $10 million  for rail service improvement;
 » $10 million for Intercity passenger rail; and
 » $16 million for greater state transit

H.F. 4 would implement efficiencies identified by the Transportation Strategic Management and Operations 
Advisory Task Force equal to 15 percent of the Department of Transportation’s total appropriations for fiscal 
years 2014 and 2015. The resulting savings could be used for 2016 and 2017 construction, maintenance, or 
rehabilitation, including pothole repair, of highways, roads, and bridges on the trunk highway system.

H.F. 325 proposes to direct the state Department of Transportation to develop a plan to implement a mileage-
based user fee system. 

Missouri – House Bill 823 seeks to set an index for vehicles fees to increase (or decrease) with inflation.

Montana – House Bill 275 would increase the wholesale gas tax by 5-cents-per-gallon. Of the resulting revenues, 
3 cents would be dedicated to maintenance of county and city roads, while the revenues of the remaining 2 cents 
would be dedicated to transit.

Nebraska –  L.B. 610 proposes increasing the retail fuel tax by 2-cents-per-gallon and increasing the wholesale 
fuel tax by 10 cents per gallon.

New Jersey – Assembly Bill 801 directs turnpike authorities to study additional revenue options from expanded 
services, communications towers, or advertising at rest areas. 

Senate Bill 1865 would increase the gas and diesel taxes by 5 cents per gallon, per-year, for the next 3 years.

Senate Bill 1896 proposing legalizing marijuana, levying a sales tax on marijuana purchases, and dedicating 70 
percent of the tax revenue generated to the state transportation trust fund for construction of transportation 
projects.

Senate Bill 2051 changes the fixed, cents-per-gallon gas tax to a variable tax based on the average retail 
price of gas.

Assembly Bill 3861 seeks to amend the State Constitution to dedicate all revenue derived from motor fuels 
tax to the Transportation Trust Fund.

New Mexico – House Bill 58 would increase fuel taxes by one cent per gallon each year from 2016 to 2021, 
resulting in an overall increase of five cents. The bill would also reduce the portions of state fuel tax revenues 
allocated to local governments.

http://www.morpc.org
http://www.keglerbrown.com
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?b=House&f=HF4&ssn=0&y=2015
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=HF325&version=0&session=ls89&session_year=2015&session_number=0
http://www.house.mo.gov/billsummary.aspx?bill=HB823&year=2015&code=R
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2015/billpdf/HB0275.pdf
http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/104/PDF/Intro/LB610.pdf
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/A1000/801_R2.HTM
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/S2000/1865_I1.HTM
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/S2000/1896_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/S2500/2051_I1.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/A4000/3816_I1.HTM
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislation.aspx?Chamber=H&LegType=B&LegNo=58&year=15


www.morpc.org    |    www.keglerbrown.com 14

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
Monthly Legislative Update

STATE + FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UPDATE
North Carolina – Senate Bill 20 increases the fuel tax rate floor from 21 cents per gallon to 35-cents per gallon 
and increases the rate from 7 percent to 9.9 percent. It would also immediately, temporarily cut the fuel tax rate 
by 2.5 cents per-gallon, effective until July 2015. The changes would cut $33 million from transportation this 
year, but bring in an additional $352 million by FY2018.

Oregon – House Bill 2550 seeks to increase the vehicle fuel tax by 5 cents per gallon and would automatically 
increase the tax by an additional 5 cents per gallon every five years, beginning in 2021.

South Carolina – Governor Nikki Haley’s Proposal includes a 10 cent per gallon gas tax increase combined with 
a 30 percent cut in the state’s income tax. The gas tax increase is projected to raise $3 billion over the next ten 
years for roads and bridges, while the income tax cut would reduce general revenues by $8.5 billion. Additionally, 
the governor’s proposal seeks to reform the way transportation commissioners are selected.

South Dakota – Senate Bill 1 would increase the fuel excise tax by 16 cents per gallon by 2023; two cents per 
gallon per year). The bill would also increase vehicle sales tax from 3 percent to 4 percent; increase vehicle 
registration fees; allow counties and townships to impose a property tax to building or maintaining roads and 
bridges; increase the local vehicle fee counties can impose; and require the state Department of Transportation 
to establish highway maintenance performance measures.

Tennessee – House Bill 422/Senate Bill 354 (companion bills) impose a highway maintenance fee of 2.85 cents 
per mile driven by commercial vehicles and impose a surcharge of 13 cents per gallon of diesel fuel used by 
freight motor vehicles.

Utah – Senate Bill 160 seeks to raise the tax on gas by 10 cents per gallon, diesel and other fuel blends by 5 
cents per gallon, and Carbon Natural Gas to by 21 cents per gallon. Of the anticipated resulting revenues, $40 
million would go to roads for maintenance purposes and $25 million would go to bridge rehabilitation for the 
next fiscal year.

Washington – Senate Bill 5987 increases tax 11.7 cents per gallon over three years; increases vehicle weight 
and drivers’ license fees; increases the cap on local option vehicle fees from $20 to $40 in some circumstances; 
allows transit benefit districts in metro Seattle counties to impose a sales and use tax of up to 0.3 percent by 
referendum; allows Sound Transit to impose a vehicle tax of up to 0.3% and/or a property tax of 0.1 mil, by 
referendum; allows for the creation of passenger ferry funding districts; and uses fees on electric and hybrid 
vehicles to create an electric vehicle infrastructure bank.

House Bill 1300/Senate Bill 5385 (companion bills) would increase license fees and weight permit fees; create 
an electric vehicle infrastructure bank; dedicate certain funds for priority highway projects, transit, safe 
routes to school, complete streets, and local governments; and would increase the allowed local vehicle fees.

House Bill 1393/Senate Bill 5326 (companion bills) authorize public transportation districts with total populations 
of over 700,000 and city populations of 75,000 to impose sales and use taxes with approval by voters.
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