
Scenario Results Report:
Executive Summary



Looking ahead to the next 30 years, 
projections and other emerging trends 
suggest that the market demand will 
be very different:

       More walkable neighborhoods

       More mixed use environments

       More mixed age, mixed
       income communities

       Smaller residences

       More transportation choices

Housing Needs by Home Type

Housing Type Preferences by Age

Market DemandsGrowth

Household Growth 
by Type

Growth through 2050 

Intro

insight2050 is a collaborative 
initiative among public and
private partners designed to help 
communities proactively plan for 
development and population
growth in Central Ohio over the
next 30+ years that is expected
to be dramatically different from
the past.

An unprecedented 81 percent of 
our region’s future household growth 
will be households without children. 
While this includes Millenials, this 
growth will be driven substantially 
by the increasing numbers of
“empty nesters” (one and two 
person households) as the Baby 
Boomers reach later stages of
life in numbers greater than any 
previous generation.

The report is helping us to 
unearth the challenges we
will need to overcome at

both political and legislative levels
to continue our region’s success.
Developers, local officials, and
business leaders have a great
opportunity to work together to
shape the way we grow our
communities.”

—     Yaromir Steiner, insight2050 Chair
    & CEO/Founder, Steiner + Associates



Scenario A

Past Trends 
Continuing with 
policies and plans 
of the past

Scenario B

Planned Future
Continuing with 
communities’
existing plans

Scenario C

Focused Growth
Following market 
demands with
some infill &
redevelopment

Scenario D

Maximum Infill
Following market
demands with 
maximum infill & 
redevelopment

Commercial
With shorter life spans
than homes, communities 
need to develop strategies 
to address revitalization
of non-residential
areas and redevelop
these properties.

Housing
With less growth in demand 
for large, single family 
homes, communities will 
need more attached, smaller 
residences and mixed-use 
environments to attract and 
retain residents.

Jobs
Businesses are locating
where the skilled workforce 
wants to live and work,
affecting economic
development opportunities.

Infrastructure
How communities choose 
to grow impacts everything 
from traffic congestion to 
public safety, factors that 
also affect a community’s 
attractiveness to residents 
and businesses.

Scenarios

Consequences How communities respond to growth and changes in market demand 
will have far reaching consequences:

insight2050 developed four scenarios that represent a different way of accommodating projected 
housing and job growth in Central Ohio to the year 2050. Each includes the same total number
of people, homes, and jobs, but varies in where and how they are located across the region.
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insight2050 points towards the need to update policies and regulations in anticipation of 
changing demographics and housing preferences so that communities are better prepared
to manage these shifts in growth. 

See the full report at www.getinsight2050.org

Household Growth by TypeNotes Housing Needs by Home Type Housing Type Preferences by Age

A Past Trends 15.9 
billion vehicle miles traveled

B Planned Future 15.4 
billion vehicle miles traveled

C Focused Growth 12 
billion vehicle miles traveled

D Maximum Infill 11.1 
billion vehicle miles traveled

– 3.4 billion miles

TRANSPORTATION

A B C D
Past 

Trends
Planned 
Future

Focused 
Growth

Maximum 
Infill

495 
square miles 270 

square miles 45 
square miles 15 

square miles

–225 sq. miles

LAND
CONSUMPTION

* Refers to households added from 2010-
2040, excluding households that existed 
prior to 2010.

Source:  US Census Bureau, American 
Community Survey 2012

* Refers to households added from 2010-2050, 
excluding households that existed prior to 2010.

Source: Arthur C. Nelson, COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Metropolitan Area trends, Preferences, and
opportunities: 2010 to 2030 and to 2040 (NRDC)

Source: National Association of 
Realtors (2011)

Sample Metrics

Takeaways More beneficial outcomes are expected when we focus on infill and re-development by
responding to market demand for smaller residences in walkable, mixed use environments.


