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NOTICE OF A MEETING 

 

NORTHWEST AREA GROUP MEETING 

Powell City Council Chambers 

47 Hall Street 

Powell, OH 43065 

 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

3:00 – 4:30 PM 

 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions – Claire Jennings      (3:00) 

 
2. City of Powell Comprehensive Planning Process and the use of Mind Mixer–  

Rocky Kambo, City of Powell        (3:05) 

 

3. Canoe Access Points –          

Fred Hahn, City of Dublin        (3:25) 

 

4. Project Updates – meeting participants                                                        (3:45) 

 

5. Adjournment           (4:30) 

 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTIFY MARION DEAN AT 614-233-4178 OR MDEAN@MORPC.ORG TO CONFIRM YOUR 

ATTENDANCE FOR THIS MEETING OR IF YOU REQUEST SPECIAL ASSISTANCE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:MDEAN@MORPC.ORG?subject=RSVP%20for%20NW%20Area%20Group


 
 

NORTHWEST AREA GROUP 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

3 - 4:30 PM 
 

Powell City Council Chambers 
47 Hall Street 

Powell, OH 43065 
 
 

Participants: 
Rocky Kambo, Powell    Dave Betz, Powell 
Chad Flowers, Marysville    Matt Earman, Dublin 
Sara Ott, Washington Township   Joanne Shelly, Dublin 
Dave Brand, Madison County    Matt Huffman, Liberty Township 
Mark Dravilkas, Columbus   Jenny Snapp, Franklin County      
Dan Wayton, Columbus    Rob Riley, Delaware County    
Scott Sanders, Delaware RPC   Brad Bodenmiller, LUC Planning 
    
 
MORPC Staff: 
Thea Walsh     Claire Jennings      
Marion Dean     Mike Borger 
Jacob Boehk    
 
        
Welcome and Introductions:   
Claire Jennings introduced herself and explained to the group that David Rutter was not able to attend today’s 
meeting and due to a change in David’s position in the future he will not be handling the meetings going 
forward. She introduced Mike Borger, who will be the new facilitator of the Northwest Area Group meeting. 
Mike Borger introduced himself to the group; introductions were then made by everyone in the room.  David 
Betz thanked everyone for coming.  
 
City of Powell Comprehensive Planning Process and the use of Mind Mixer:   
Rocky Kambo gave a presentation on the new comprehensive plan for the City of Powell. The last 
comprehensive plan was in 1995, the new plan is coming at a time when there has been great growth for the 
City of Powell. The City branded its comprehensive planning process as Plan Powell and has done an extensive 
outreach campaign to engage its citizens, including an informational video. 
 
The plan’s steering committee consists of seventeen members who represent each cross section of the City of 
Powell, people of different backgrounds, ages, ethnic and professions. City staff is also involved from the 
planning and zoning, financial officer, and engineering departments. The City contracted with MKSK for 
planning, Trans Associates for transportation, and Regionomics for municipal finance. 
 
The City is using Mind Mixer (now “mySidewalk”) as a way of extending their public outreach beyond open 
houses, monthly meetings, public workshops, and an open door policy for residents to share ideas with staff in 
person and in email. Mind Mixer is an online tool that allows an organization to gather feedback and input on 
projects, like a comprehensive plan. Powell uses Mind Mixer to allow community members to pose questions, 
react to ideas, and vote on scenarios. The City incentivizes participation on Mind Mixer by assigning points per 
interaction, and having different awards available to win after so many points. 
 
Mind Mixer also allows the City to track a lot of different metrics to how people are interacting with the 
information they post. People must register to interact on the site, and from there they can track engagement 
by gender, age, and other demographic information. Another metric they can review is how people are clicking 
into Mind Mixer, for example from Facebook or Twitter or emails. This is useful as they can track which 
messages are more successful in gaining interest.  

http://www.cityofpowell.us/planpowell.php
https://vimeo.com/130877722
https://mysidewalk.com/


 
 

 
Canoe Access Points: Matt Earman, City of Dublin 
City of Dublin Parks and Recreation Departments have merged, and Matt Earman will be the new director.  
Fred Hahn, the previous Director of Parks and Open Spaces, is retiring in July. 
 
Dublin has a series of new canoe access points. These came about as a result to Dublin’s comprehensive plan, 
which found that more residents wanted to have more activities on the river. It took the City several years to 
acquire land to get access to the river.  
 
The City looked at the river and took stock of different access points. Going from top to bottom, here are some 
of the different access points:  

• O’Shaughnessy Reservoir Park, 
• Amberleigh Community Park, which the City bought and includes access to the river, 
• Scioto Park, very accessible, level plane to get in and out of the river, and 
• Emerald Parkway Bridge, which is a fairly recent development, includes parking.  

 
The Bridge Street access is still being developed on both the east and west sides of the river. Indian Run Falls 
is being focused on as the best location, and a pedestrian bridge is being constructed. There is development 
planned to have parking with some turnaround trailer spot to be able to bring canoes and kayaks down to the 
river.  
 
Access points bring more activities to the river. When access points are created it also brings different 
activities/themes to get people on the river. Activities in Dublin along the river include family canoes events, 
yoga for kayakers, Riverfest, and adult sailing instruction. The Dublin Arts Council also sponsors a geo-caching 
project around hidden Riverboxes, which is a unique way to get people to explore the riverfront.  
 
 
Project Updates: 
City of Powell:  
They are working on the Murphy Parkway extension’s final engineering plans and will go to bid this fall. The City 
is also working on some additional engineering to some bike paths to make further connections.  
 
Delaware County:  
Commissioners voted to open the sewer plant in Concord Township. This is one of the few projects remaining 
that were identified from the Concord Township Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Sawmill Parkway will start construction this summer, with expected completion November of 2016. It will 
include four new roundabouts and traffic signal.  
 
There are several other corridor projects being worked on in the County, including Home Rd., Steitz Rd. the 
intersection of 315 and Home Rd. and 315 at 23, which will include replacing all bad bridges with new ones.  
 
City of Dublin: 
The work has started on the 270 & 33 interchange and the 161 roundabout, which are creating some traffic 
challenges. The City of Dublin website has all information about the projects on the front page.   
 
COTA and the City have settled on a temporary Park-n-Ride location. They will decide on a permanent location 
once the housing plans are complete. 
 
Washington Township: 
The Township is working with Metro Parks to transfer a 40 acre park on the west side of the county called the 
Homestead. It has been a regional park that the Township has been owned for about 20 years. It is expected to 
be complete in early September. 
 
Liberty Township: 

http://www.morpc.org/about-morpc/calendar/signature-events/riverfest/index
http://www.dublinarts.org/visualarts/riverboxes.aspx
http://dublinohiousa.gov/


 
 

Sawmill Parkway extension will be extended up into Delaware with a 2016 completion date. SR750 is being 
widened up into the zoo. It will have a bike path on the north side which will also connect to the zoo. The zoo 
will provide free bicycle parking on the western side of the park. The 750/Powell Rd and 315 projects are still 
in construction.   
 
City of Marysville: 
The City just opened Partners Park in the downtown. Partners included Honda, the City, Scotts, Memorial 
Hospital and some additional entities to create the park downtown. There is a main pavilion for a farmers 
market, splash pad and gazebo. There will be future programming held there. 
 
Franklin County: 
The County is in the midst of a two year planning process for a local food plan with the City of Columbus and 
Columbus Public Health. They are starting with the Westland Mall area, and are bringing in experts to look at 
how Westland Mall can be redeveloped.   
 
The County as seen the number of building permits are up, as well as annexation requests.  
 
The County recently released the announcement on its People Works program. This is a new initiative of the 
Franklin County Board of Commissioners, invests up to $500,000 a year over the next 5 years in training and 
workforce development opportunities for residents and area businesses based on their individualized needs. 
 
The County’s Infrastructure Works program now has a board. This is a revolving loan fund and for more info 
contact Jenny Snapp at 614.525.5629 or jrsnapp@franklincountyohio.gov. There are 3 active projects to 
approve next month.  
 
MORPC: 
MORPC recently completed this round of allocating this round of attributable funds.  
 
 MORPC is currently working on the traffic projections for Powell, and if there is any data you need please reach 
out to Thea Walsh at 614.233.4160 or twalsh@morpc.org.  
 
MORPC is currently working on its long range planning process, the Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Currently 
it is soliciting for input on the candidates’ project list. There is an interactive map on MORPC’s website and 
people can draw and leave comments directly on the map.  This map will be up until September. 
 
RideSolutions have been working with businesses in the Polaris area to try to find ways to relieve traffic with 
both long and short term solutions to getting employees to and from home and work. MORPC is also in the 
early stages of working with ODOT on a Freight Plan in Delaware County. 
 
Logan, Union, Champaign Regional Planning Commission: 
LUC has started meeting again with its corridor group along SR 33. Jerome Township has started working on 
their comprehensive plan. 
 
City of Columbus: 
Columbus planning is working on an update to the cities northwest area plan, which is called the Far Northwest 
Civic Association. These plans are focusing on land use, density recommendations, design guidelines all future 
commercial & residential developments.  
 
City of Columbus Public Services: 
The feasibility study stage for widening project at Sawmill going in the southbound direction received MORPC 
funding. Hayden Run Blvd. will have an extension and is in the design phase to Avery Rd. and is expected to 
start in 2016. The Hard Rd. project is starting on June 10 with expected completion on Sept. 16. The Smokey 
Row project will be starting construction soon. The project will include turn lanes, new signal, and sidewalks 
and is expected completion date is August 2015. 

https://www.franklincountyohio.gov/smartworks/people.cfm
http://www.franklincountyohio.gov/smartworks/infrastructure.cfm
http://www.morpc.org/transportation/metropolitan-transportation-plan/2016-2040-plan/index
http://apps.morpc.org/mtp2040/

