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Chair Steve Campbell called the Regional Policy Roundtable Meeting to Order at 11:30 a.m.

Welcome & Introductions
· Steve Campbell, Chair 
Steve Campbell welcomed members and requested that members of the Roundtable and guests introduce themselves, at which time they also recognized Laura Koprowski for receiving the National Association of Regional Councils’ John Bosley Leadership Award. 

Smart City Presentation
· Steve Campbell, Chair 
· Emerald Hernandez, City of Columbus
Steve Campbell reflected upon Columbus winning the USDOT Smart City Challenge. He turned it over to Emerald Hernandez from the City of Columbus who provided information on how the City of Columbus unanimously won the challenge. She mentioned what problems the city is trying to solve and where the process currently stands. The official kick-off to the project is scheduled for this September. The city’s proposal is available at https://columbus.gov/smartcity/. 

Member Presentation
· Jason Phillips, Clean Fuels Ohio

Jason outlined Clean Fuels Ohio legislative outreach and policy information, including financial incentives legislation on HB390 -- $5 million for the Alternative Fuel Vehicles Conversion Program. With passage of HB390, Clean Fuels Ohio will be working with Ohio EPA to develop the program rules and guidelines.

Phillips informed members of consulting services offered by Clean Fuels Ohio that assist with grant analysis, market research, government affairs, training, etc. In addition, Phillips mentioned how Clean Fuels Ohio provided grant writing assistance for the Smart City effort and they hope to continue in the implementation of Smart Columbus.


Discussion and Disposition on New Approach of Adopting Biennial Policy Agenda
· Steve Campbell, Chair
· Mayor Kim Maggard Vice Chair
Steve Campbell informed the pros of switching to a biennial agenda to the Roundtable. Campbell highlighted how a biennial agenda is uniform with the General Assembly and Congress.

Mayor Maggard concurred with Campbell and added that the biennial budget makes sense to match the agenda with the Legislature. 

Ben Collins expressed concern about keeping the agenda current and responsive. Campbell mentioned that a safety valve option could be put in place, so if something needed to be changed midway through the two-year term, content could be updated. The Roundtable could also form study committees during off years that do work similar to that of the license plate fee task force. The Roundtable membership confirmed the proposal to switch to a biennial agenda for 2017-2018.


Discussion of new MORPC Public Policy Agenda

· Steve Campbell, Chair 
· Mayor Kim Maggard, Vice Chair

Mayor Maggard will be the chair of the public policy agenda working group. If members are interested in serving on the working group or know someone who should serve, please contact staff. The first meeting will take place in August, and Mayor Maggard is aiming to have the work finished in mid-September.


Update on Summit on Sustainability Policy Track
· Steve Campbell, Chair
· Joe Garrity, MORPC
Joe Garrity updated members on the policy track at the Summit on Sustainability. Garrity introduced four possible breakout sessions are transportation, energy, how to advocate effectively, and policy and political landscape. Garrity suggested that if anyone had any suggestions of panelists or any additional feedback, they should contact staff.

Legislative Update
· Lloyd Pierre-Louis, Kegler Brown Hill + Ritter
· Laura Koprowski, MORPC
Lloyd Pierre-Louis informed members on SB320, which is waiting for additional hearings in the Senate Energy and Natural Resources in September. Pierre-Louis also informed members of SB321, which deals with public records process and was recently signed by the governor. There is a new procedure where citizens can go through the court of claims for an expedited process. He suggested that local governments be aware of this new procedure.  Also, a TIF bill, HB12, recently passed the House and now resides in the Senate.  Pierre-Louis said we should have a good idea if HB12 will move or not after the political party conventions. 

Pierre-Louis announced that a JEDD bill, HB182, was signed into law.  Additionally, there will be a future budget shortfall detailed in page 3 of the legislative update. 

Laura Koprowski provided an update on SB235, which passed the Senate recently and has yet to be assigned to a committee in the House.  The bill would allow a developer to enjoy the exemption from taxes on the increased value of the property for an undetermined period of time even if no improvements are made to the property. This would be particularly troubling for properties located in communities with rapidly increasing property values. The proposed 10-year exemption period in an amendment to be considered by the committee does very little to address this concern. State law already provides several economic incentive programs for local government to work in partnership with the private sector to redevelop property. Under SB 235, developers would be entitled to a tax break as a matter of right – irrespective of the plausibility of or failure to make the planned improvements. Laura informed members that MORPC, along with other partners, plan to oppose the bill in its current form. 

Member Updates & News
· Steve Campbell, Chair
Campbell opened the floor and allowed each attendee to address the roundtable with an update or news that they wish to share. 
Campbell then adjourned the Regional Policy Roundtable.
