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Government and Business Leaders Join Forces

To Increase Economic Development in the Columbus Region
Second annual ED411 to take place Dec. 6

(Columbus - November 5, 2013) The Mid-Ohio Development Exchange (MODE), Columbus 2020 and the
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) are joining forces to help government, education and
business leaders in the Columbus Region gain a greater understanding of economic development. At a
training session entitled, Economic Development 411 (ED411), national experts will speak and local
innovative projects will be showcased on December 6, 2013 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Ohio Union at
The Ohio State University, 1739 N. High Street, Columbus, Ohio.

“ED411 is an annual event designed to showcase best practices in economic development for elected
officials, community leaders and business leaders in the Columbus Regjon,” said Anthony Jones, MODE
Board President and director of development for the City of Gahanna. “The field of economic
development is more important than ever before. This event will help equip our community leaders to
compete on the global stage of economic development.”

Last year's ED411 brought together over 400 people from the 11-county Columbus Region. This year’s
ED411 will draw an even larger audience and will include interactions with regional and local officials
through breakout sessions touching on a variety of topics including: workforce development, joint
economic development districts, site preparedness, local best practices and basics of economic
development incentives.

Two national keynote speakers will also be featured in the program. Bruce Katz, vice president of the
Brookings Institution and founding director of the Brookings Metropolitan Policy Program, will discuss key
findings from his new book, The Metropolitan Revolution. The second keynote will feature Mark
Lautman, founding director of Community Economics Lab and author of When the Boomers Bail.

“The Columbus Region is an incredible place to practice economic development. It’s full of growth
opportunities and exciting challenges,” said Kenny McDonald, chief economic officer, Columbus 2020.
“The best thing, however, is the support of community and state leaders who value sound economic
development. We look forward to engaging with them during ED411.”
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ED411 is open to the public. Seating is limited so early registration is encouraged. More
information and online registration is available at columbusregion.com/ed411.
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The Mid-Ohio Development Exchange (MODE) is a membership organization of local
economic development organizations from throughout the 11-county Columbus Regijon.
MODE provides programming meant to increase awareness of economic development issues
and best practices to continue to strengthen and grow local economies throughout Central
Ohio. MODE membership offers the opportunity to create partnerships with regional
organizations and creates an environment for networking.

Columbus 2020 is a public-private partnership that leverages the strengths of the Columbus
Region’s talented workforce, small and large businesses, research and academic
institutions, and international connections to ignite economic growth and build a healthier,
more sustainable future for Central Ohio. The initiative grows our economy by ensuring that
our existing companies are growing and thriving, that the world “s leading companies are
attracted to the 11-county region, that innovations are cultivated and commercialized, and
that our civic infrastructure is continually improving to meet the challenges of a rapidly
evolving world economy. For more information, visit ColumbusRegion.com.

MORPC is a voluntary association of 41 local governments in central Ohio serving the region
through planning, direct service, public policy information and innovative programming and
intergovernmental coordinating services in the areas of transportation, land use, energy
conservation, the environment and housing.


http://columbusregion.com/Columbus-2020/State-and-Local-Partners/MODE/Membership.aspx

