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MORPC Presents 11th Annual Riverfest on Tour!
Free Activities in Central Ohio

(Columbus - June 20, 2013) Riverfest on Tour!, the annual month-long celebration of Ohio’s greatest
resource, water, is offering free activities for families throughout the month of July in Central Ohio.
Riverfest on Tour! is a service of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC).

The 11t annual Riverfest on Tour! is a celebration of Central Ohio’s rivers and waterways, educating the
public about the vital role waterways play in the community. Viewing the shore from the seat of a canoe or
biking along a river helps people develop a lifelong attachment to the natural heritage of our region.
People of all income levels and abilities can participate in these activities free of charge and develop a
connection and commitment to our natural resources.

Activities include:

e MORPC Education Forum
Friday, July 12 from 10 -11:30 a.m.
MORPC’s Center for Energy & Environment is hosting an education forum about stormwater in
the region as part of July’s Riverfest activities. The forum offers opportunities for regional
discussions and collaboration. The forum will be held at MORPC, 111 Liberty Street, Suite 100
in Columbus.

e Olentangy Paddle & Pedal
Saturday, July 13 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Join us as we paddle the Olentangy River from Broadmeadows to Northmoor Park, followed by a
bike ride to downtown Columbus along the Olentangy Greenways Trail. Learn about the 5th
Avenue Dam removal and ongoing restoration of the Olentangy River through The Ohio State
University campus. The bike ride will end downtown with a discussion of the proposed Main
Street Dam removal. Registration is required, please visit www.riverfestcolumbus.org.

« River Explorations
Sunday, July 14 at 3 p.m.
Meet in the Big Meadows Picnic Area at Highbanks Metro Park located at 9946 Columbus Pike,
Lewis Center, 43035. Bring wading shoes to explore the Olentangy River. Call 614-846-9962
for details.
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o Jackson Pike Wastewater Treatment Plant Tours
Saturday July 20 at 10 a.m. and Noon
Come and learn what happens after flushing. There will be two tours of the Jackson Pike Wastewater
Treatment plant just south of Downtown Columbus.

e GRAND FINALE
Friday, July 26 from 5 - 9 p.m.
Riverfest On Tour! will conclude at COSI. The event will include a film festival and many hands-on
activities. COSI Family Friday Night offers reduced admission.

“Riverfest On Tour! is a time to bring your families out to celebrate Ohio’s most precious resource; our
water,” states Amanda McEldowney, MORPC Associate Planner. “With six major bodies of water in Central
Ohio we have to be environmentally conscious of how we are treating our water system, and Riverfest On
Tour! provides the educational component along with a lot of family fun for free.”

For more information on Riverfest On Tour! contact Amanda McEldowney at 614-233-4112, email
amceldowney@morpc.org or visit www.riverfestcolumbus.org.

Designated as central Ohio's metropolitan planning agency, MORPC is a voluntary association of 42 local
governments. The Center for Energy & Environment at MORPC serves as a community resource in the
region by offering a variety of services including: daily air quality forecasts, trail coordination, educational
presentations, watershed planning, home weatherization, government carbon footprint analysis and more.
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