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Contact:  Bernice Cage       FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                      

Tel.:  614-233-4157 

                  Cell Phone: 614-626-1117 

                Email:  bcage@morpc.org 
 

MORPC State of the Region Event Honors Community Leaders 

(Columbus – April 25, 2013) Community leaders who made extraordinary efforts in contributing to the 

welfare of Central Ohioans were honored by the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) at the 

State of the Region Luncheon held April 25, 2013 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in 

downtown Columbus. 

 

The Union County Council of Governments was the recipient of the William C. Habig Collaborative 

Achievement award.  The William C. Habig Collaborative Achievement award is annually presented to an 

individual or individuals who have achieved an effective effort or innovative collaborative in Central Ohio.    

 

The Union County Council of Governments, comprised of the City of Marysville, Union County, and the 

Marysville Exempted Village School District, is working together in an innovative and collaborative way, 

and is bringing new technology and shared services to each member of the Council of Governments to 

meet current and future needs. In 2012 the Union County Council of Governments was rated the #1 

Local Government Incentive Fund Loan Project with the Ohio Department of Development. This 

Consolidated Fiber Network Project has allowed the members to collaborate, share resources, reduce 

costs, centralized supervision, and enhanced technology to the respective entities and the public. 

 

Franklin County Engineer Dean Ringle was recognized with the William H. Anderson Excellence in Public 

Service Award.  The William H. Anderson Award recognizes a current or past board member who 

exemplifies outstanding leadership, a vision for the community and the region, and commitment to 

MORPC. William H. Anderson, a longtime MORPC board member, was the epitome of a civic volunteer 

who is remembered for his zeal with which he championed MORPC'S mission and goals. 

Dean Ringle has been a member of MORPC’s board since 2000 serving as Chair from 2008-2010.  

Ringle serves as Chair of the Public Works Integrating Committee and is described as having a creative 

and innovative approach with recommendations for the region’s public works dollars. Ringle also 

currently serves as Chair of MORPC’s Bylaws and Articles of Agreement Committee spending many hours 

of his time reviewing and discussing these important organizational documents. Ringle, passionate about 

MORPC and Central Ohio, is the epitome of a civic leader. Ringle is an outstanding regional leader and 

MORPC board member and is well deserving of the William H. Anderson Award.   
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Kenny McDonald, CEO of Columbus 2020, is the recipient of the Regional Leadership Award.  First 

introduced in 1997, the Regional Leadership Award recognizes individuals in a 12-county region 

(Delaware, Fairfield, Fayette, Franklin, Knox, Licking, Madison, Marion, Morrow, Pickaway, Ross and 

Union counties) who make extraordinary efforts to ensure the future viability of the region's 

communities. The Regional Leadership Award is derived from the Commission's continuing dedication 

to addressing issues that transcend community boundaries and to stimulating visionary thinking. 

 

Kenny McDonald’s leadership of Columbus 2020 has proven highly successful. Some of his many 

achievements include:  
 

 Strengthening the impact of the Columbus Region activities by fostering unprecedented 

collaboration among local economic development allies in 11 counties. 

 Building a team of top professionals to lead Columbus 2020 efforts and to collaborate with state 

and local economic development groups. 

 Collaborating with TechColumbus to create the First Customer initiative, which connects 

technology and biomedical startups with larger companies and institutions in the Region. 

 Setting a new marketing standard nationally and internationally, with more than 40 business 

missions to talk with leaders of developing businesses and location advisers in 25 states and six 

countries. 

 Partnering in the JobsOhio network, resulting in greater impact for the Columbus Region and the 

state of Ohio. 

 Generating more than 42,500 net new jobs. 

 Generating more than $3 billion in capital investment.  

 Securing Columbus Region's participation in the Brookings Metropolitan Export Initiative. 

 Identification and qualification of more than 250 projects and a total of 111 new locations, 

expansions or retentions in 2012. Notable successes include IBM, Discover Financial, Niagara 

Bottling, Zulily, MSC, Parker Hannifin and Ascena Retail Group. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

MORPC is a voluntary association of 41 local governments in central Ohio serving the region through 

planning, direct service, public policy information and innovative programming and intergovernmental 

coordinating services in the areas of transportation, land use, energy conservation, the environment 

and housing.  

 

-- 30 -- 

 


