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MORPC Announces 2013 Green Region Award Winners 

(Columbus – October 8, 2013)  The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s (MORPC’s) 2013 Summit 

on Sustainability and the Environment took place October 8 at COSI. The inspiring event featured a 

variety of educational sessions about energy, water quality, transportation and local food. The event also 

marked the occasion for MORPC’s fourth annual Green Region Awards.     

The Green Leader Award recognizes an individual or entity exemplifying outstanding leadership and 

innovation in seeking comprehensive sustainability solutions to address key challenges facing the region.  

Josh Knights, Executive Director of The Nature Conservancy, Ohio Chapter, won the Green Leader Award. 

Under Knights leadership, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) produces great results that are important to our 

region and our state. TNC established the 1,000-acre Darby Headwaters Preserve and is instrumental in 

conserving portions of Pickerington Ponds, Battelle Darby Creek and Prairie Oaks Metro Parks. Over the 

past two years, Knights led the statewide coalition that successfully gained passage of two important 

initiatives to secure the funding needed to continue the Clean Ohio Fund programs. Clean Ohio funding 

applies directly to MORPC's goals by advancing brownfield revitalization, farmland preservation, natural 

resource conservation, and alternative transportation construction.  

 

The Green Collaborative Achievement Award recognizes a group of entities or individuals who have shown 

effectiveness in producing environmental accomplishments through a collaborative effort.  This award 

went to the Marion Correctional Institution. The Marion Correctional Institution strives to achieve 

sustainability within the facility to reduce their environmental footprint and save taxpayer dollars. The 

initiatives are driven by an offender organization called "Green Initiatives" and led by Randy Canterbury, 

Group Advisor. Their efforts include:  

 Food waste diversion: achieved through an on-site composting program; 

 Aquaponics:  where tilapia are raised and plants thrive from the nutrients of the water;  

 A community garden:  supplying the local food bank with fresh vegetables throughout the growing 

season; 

-more- 
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 A wildlife program:  developed in partnership with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

to care for injured wildlife and return them to the wild;  

 Energy reduction: alternative means of energy generation were evaluated, and with the 

expansion of the Aquaponics program, a windmill will be installed to off-set the electric cost; 

  A second recycling center: offenders work throughout the institution collecting recyclable 

items and take items from the community to sort within these centers; and 

 An endangered species program: developed in partnership with the Wilds and the Columbus 

Zoo and Aquarium in order to replenish the Eastern Hellbender population in Ohio. 

 

This institution has set the pathway for sustainability within the facility, as well as reached out to assist 

community partners with their conservation initiatives. They are role models within the Ohio 

Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections, as well as in their community. 

 

_____________________________________ 

MORPC is a voluntary association of 41 local governments in Central Ohio serving the region through 

planning, direct service, public policy information and innovative programming and intergovernmental 

coordinating services in the areas of transportation, land use, energy conservation, the environment 

and housing.  
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