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Updated Regional Support and Endorsement

Support and momentum for this project continues to build since ODOT submitted the
application in March. The project was recently endorsed by The Columbus Dispatch’s
editorial board, joining more than 130 additional supporting organizations and agencies in
Central Ohio that have recognized the significant need for the proposed improvements.
These additional endorsements, as well as the original letters of support, are included here

for your review and consideration:

U.S., State, and Local Elected Officials
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
United States Senate - Ohio Delegation*
Sherrod Brown
Rob Portman
United States House of Representatives - Central
Ohio Delegation*
Joyce Beatty
Steve Stivers
Troy Balderson
Ohio Senate - Franklin County Delegation*
Stephanie Kunze
Hearcel Craig
Andrew Brenner
Tina Maharath
State Senator Bob Hackett*
State Senator Brian Hill*
State Senator Jay Hottinger*
Ohio House of Representatives — Franklin County*
[Laura Lanese
Kristin Boggs
David Leland
Adam Miller
Bernadine Kennedy Kent
Richard Brown
Erica Crawley
Mary Lightbody
Beth Liston
Allison Russo

State Representative Rick Carfagna*

State Representative Scott Ryan*

State Representative Tim Schaffer*

Franklin County Auditor Michael Stinziano

Franklin County Clerk of Courts Maryellen
O'Shaughnessy

Franklin County Coroner Anahi M. Ortiz

Franklin County Engineer Cornell R. Robertson*

Franklin County Recorder Daniel ]. O'Connor Jr.

Franklin County Treasurer Cheryl Brooks Sullivan

Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther*

Columbus City Council*

State and Local Governments
State of Ohio:
e Department of Public Safety
e JobsOhio
Franklin County
Knox County
Union County
City of Bexley
City of Canal Winchester
City of Columbus:
e Division of Fire
e DPublic Safety Department
e Recreation and Parks Department
City of Dublin
City of Grove City
City of Lancaster

* Letter submitted with initial application materials



City of Marysville

City of New Albany
City of Reynoldsburg
City of Upper Arlington
City of Worthington
Village of Johnstown
Village of Lockbourne
Village of Plain City
Village of Shawnee Hills
Perry Township

Agencies & Coalitions

CelebrateOne

Central Ohio Transit Authority

Columbus 2020

Columbus Chamber of Commerce

Columbus Downtown Development Corporation*

Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority

Columbus Partnership

Columbus Region Coalition*

Columbus Regional Airport Authority

Columbus-Franklin County Finance Authority

Experience Columbus

Franklin County Convention Facilities Authority

Franklin County Transportation Improvement
District

Human Service Chamber of Franklin County

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission*

Corporations & Private Business
AECOM

American Electric Power
CASTO

CBRE

CoverMyMeds

Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc.
Daimler

Duke Realty

Easton Town Center
ELFORD, INC.

IRONFAB, LL.C

Kaufman Development
Mighty Crow

NAI Ohio Equities, LL.C
Nationwide Realty Investors
Next Step Business Consulting
Ohio MBE

pagetech limited

Paul Werth Associates
Planning Next

RAMA Consulting

Resource International, Inc.
Rev1 Ventures

Root Insurance

Steiner + Associates

Telhio Credit Union
Wagenbrenner Development
White Castle

Hospitals & Non-Profit Agencies
AAA Ohio Auto Club

Africentric Personal Development Shop, Inc.
Age Friendly Columbus

All That

Alvis

Catholic Social Services

Central Community House
Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio
Clean Fuels Ohio

Columbus Association for the Performing Arts
Columbus Early Learning Centers
Columbus Foundation

Columbus Landmarks

Columbus Urban League
Community Development for All People
Community Housing Network
Economic & Community Development Institute
Freedom a la Cart

FUEL Franklinton

Future Ready Columbus

Godman Guild

Goodwill Columbus

Greater Columbus Arts Council
Habitat for Humanity MidOhio
Homeport

Jetferson Avenue Center

Jewish Family Services

Local Matters

LSS Choices

LSS Faith Mission

Mt. Carmel Health Systems

National Alliance on Mental Illness
Nationwide Children's Hospital*
Netcare Access

Ohio Business Development Center
OhioHealth

Ronald McDonald House

Southeast Healthcare Services
Starfish Alliance

Transit Columbus

United Way of Central Ohio

YMCA of Central Ohio

YWCA Columbus

Educational Institutions
Columbus City Schools

Cristo Rey Columbus High School
Columbus College of Art & Design

* Letter submitted with initial application materials



Columbus State Community College
The Ohio State University

Professional Organizations & Trade
Associations

American Council of Engineering Companies
(ACEC) of Ohio

American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE),
Central Ohio Section

American Society of Highway Engineers (ASHE),
Central Ohio Section

Association for Bridge Construction & Design
(ABCD) Central Ohio Chapter

Building Industry Association of Central Ohio

Columbus Building Trades Council

Communications Workers of America Local 4502

Ohio Contractot's Association*

Sheet Metal Workers Local #24

Urban Land Institute Columbus District Council

Women's Transportation Seminar (WTS) Columbus
Chapter

Business Associations & Neighborhood
Organizations

Brewery District Merchant Association &
Community Association

Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District*

Discovery Special Improvement District*

Franklinton Board of Trade

German Village Society

German Village Walking Club

Miranova Condominium Association

Ohio Housing and Lodging Association

Parsons Avenue Merchants Association

Schumacher Place Civic Association

Other Stakeholders
Otto Beatty 111
Mary Debenport

Editorial & Media Information

Editorial, “Federal funds would help transform I-
70/71 split,” The Columbus Dispatch, May 8, 2019.

Alexis Moberger, “Gas tax hike helps I-70 and I-71
revamp project move forward,” ABC6, April
15th, 2019.

Chris Galford, “Ohio transportation budget
includes three endangered central state
projects,” Transportation Today, April 25, 2019.

“Massive Columbus Crossroads project continues
next week,” Ofm96, 96.3 WI.I'(Q — Radio.

“DeWine Says Gas Tax Hike Funding Latest Round
of Columbus,” Ohio Public Radio, April 16, 2019.

* Letter submitted with initial application materials












Congress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515
February 26, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
the Midwest. We write this letter to express our strong support for the joint Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA)
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and to urge your support for
this transformational project of national and regional importance.

This INFRA grant will replace obsolete highway infrastructure at the Columbus Crossroads and
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse
group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to
develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71.
The overlap serves commuter travel from across Central Ohio and freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles —
and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4,
which costs approximately $199 million, is essential to improve safety and reduce congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improve access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in
Downtown Columbus; and reconnect Columbus neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request
that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of the State of Ohio and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system. We

thank you for your time and consideration of this letter, and respectfully request your support for
this application.
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If you have any questions, please contact Nicholas Semanko in Representative Beatty’s office at
Nicholas.Semanko@mail .house.gov, Nick Bush in Representative Stivers’ office at
Nick.Bush@mail.house.gov, or Nate Zimpher in Representative Balderson’s office at
Nate.Zimpher@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

6]%@3 Ba..ATTY g S i é éTIVEé-é T

Member of Congress Member of Congress M

ALDERSON
er of Congress
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Ohio Senate
Senate Building

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614) 466-5981

Stephanie L. Kunze
State Senator
16th District

February 27, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application ~

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform c

of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement ac
Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to request your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and
business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential



services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for
the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this
project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA
grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully
request your full and fair consideration.

Sincerely,

B amu Y-
V4 -
Stephanie Kunze U Hearcel Craig

State Senator State Senator
Senate District 16 Senate District 15
Andrew Brenner Tina Maharath
State Senator State Senator

Senate District 19 Senate District 3



Bob Hackett Committees
State Senator Insurance and Financial Institutions — Chair
10" District Agriculture
Health, Human Services and Medicaid
Local Government, Public Safety and Veterans Affairs
Ways and Means
Finance — Health and Medicaid Subcommittee - Chair

Ohio Senate
Senate Building

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614) 466-3780

February 28, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles
per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles.
The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods
south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety
and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more
than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the




U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully
urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

(A Fechett

Bob Hackett
State Senator
10" Senate District




Ohio Senate
Senate Building

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: (614) 466-8076
Fax: (614) 466-8261
Hill@ohiosenate.gov

Brian Hill

State Senator
20th District

February 27,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our
strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of
national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including
17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

S , a

Brian Hill
Ohio Senate District 20






February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20550

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, muiti-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. We write this letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the
Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national
and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPCQC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and [-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.
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Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Laura Lanese Kristin Boggs
State Representative State Representative

David Leland Adam C. Miller
State Representative State Representative

Bernadine Kennedy Kenf
State Representative |

Richard D. Brown
State Representative

/I

Qrica Crawle;’ ~
State Representative

Allison Russo
State Representative

Liston |
State Representative™



Columbus Office Committees
Office: (614) 466-1431
Rep68@ohiohouse.gov

Finance

Finance Subcommittee on Higher Education (Chair)
68t House District
Knox County
Eastern Delaware County Ways and Means

Rick Carfagna

State Representative, 68" House District

Financial Institutions

February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and the Midwest. I write this letter to (1)
express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint
INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this
catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including
17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Rick Carfagna
State Representative
Ohio House District 68

www.ohiohouse.gov
13t Floor, 77 S. High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111



Ohio General Assembly Committees

77 South High Street
Thirteenth Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
~ Phone: (614) 466-1482
Rep7li@ohiohouse.gov

Aging and Long Term Care
Insurance
Ways and Means

- Scott K. Ryan

State Representative, District 71

February 27, 2019

The Honorzble Elaine 1. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, 12.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express
our strong suppott for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus jomt INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitahize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Comsmission (MORPC), and a diverse group of comumunity
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including
17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neiphborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; imptoving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully utge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Scotf K. Ryan, Statd 4 presentative




Columbus Office Committees

Vern Riffe Center for Government Ways and Means, Chairman
77 S. High Street, 11th Floor Agriculture and Rural Development
Columbus, Ohio 43215-6111 Public Utilities

Phone: (614) 466-8100
Fax: (614) 719-0005
Email: Rep77@ohiohouse.gov
Website: www.ohiohouse.gov Ohio 2020 Tax Policy Study

Commission, Co-Chair

Ti m SChaffeI' Study Committee on Receivership Laws
State Representative, 77" House District

Special Appointments

Tax Expenditure Review Committee

February 26, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and the Midwest. |
write this letter to express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and
to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by
50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and
the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians, improving
access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus, and reconnecting
the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system.
| respectfully urge your support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA application.

Sincerely,

Tim Schaffer
State Representative
77" Ohio House District
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STINZIANO

*anklln County Auditor

May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads
of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across
Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to:

(1) express my strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and

(2) To urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and
business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision as our region continues to grow.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4 is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in
Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

FRANKLIN COUNTY AUDITOR MICHAEL STINZIANO
373 South High Street | 21st Floor | Columbus, Ohio 43215
T (614) 525.HOME | C (614) 219.9224 | auditorstinziano@franklincountyohio.gov | franklincountyauditor.com

PRINTED IN HOUSE



CC:

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for
the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently
passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user
fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from
the INFRA grants program. I respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of the
Central Ohio region and the State of Ohio.

Sincerely,
L=

Michael Stinziano
Franklin County Auditor

Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

{-._‘__':_I " .,:\“ 3
FRANKLIN COUNTY AUDITOR MICHAEL STINZIANO
373 South High Street | 21st Fioor | Columbus, Ohio 43215
T (614) 525.HOME | C (614) 219.9224 | auditorstinziano@franklincountyohio.gov | franklincountyauditor.com
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(\o The Honorable Maryellen O’Shaughnessy

AvA Franklin County Clerk of Courts .
373 South High Street, 23" Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

614.525.3600

May 13, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and the Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

This major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure and reconnect, restore, and revitalize
Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods is critical to the continued growth of Central Ohio.

Timely completion of Phase 4 will have a major positive impact on Downtown revitalization, for those
who live and work Downtown as well as those who conduct business in our Downtown Courthouse
complex.

We strongly support the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio’s request for
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully urge the U.S. Department of
Transportation to award this grant, in consideration of the importance of these improvements to the
quality of life and continued growth of Central Ohio.

Ol
Clerk ;)f Courts aA‘M

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

Sincerely,

Maryellen O’
Franklin Cour

Clerk.FranklinCountyOhio.Gov FranklinCountyAutoTitle.com
614.525.3600 614.525.3090




Franklin County Coroner’s Office
Anahi M. Ortiz, M.D.
520 King Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43201
Phone (614) 525-5290 Fax (614) 525-6002
http://coroner.franklincountyohio.gov

May 14, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus,
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio,
and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier
between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Anahi M. Ortiz, M.D.
Franklin County Coroner

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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CORNELL R. ROBERTSON, r.E., P.s.

FRANKLIN COUNTY ENGINEER
“

February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: INFRA Grant Columbus Crossroads Phase 4
Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
and City of Columbus joint INFRA Grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads
project. In my capacity as the Franklin County Engineer, I have a direct responsibility to
provide for the safe and efficient movement of people and goods within the Franklin County
limits. With 27 years of experience in the transportation industry, I also fully understand the
importance of this project to the State of Ohio, as well as the United States of America.

As I have worked closely with ODOT, the City of Columbus and others on our roadway
infrastructure priorities through the years, I believe the key aspects that make the Columbus
Crossroads project so important are the following:

» Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71, which are two major interstate
routes in the Midwest. The overlap serves both commuter traffic within Central Ohio,
as well as interstate trucking and motorists traveling across the state and beyond. These
roadways carry 130,000 vehicles per day, including 17,000 commercial vehicles, which
greatly surpasses its current design capacity. Essentially this project’s economic impact
exceeds by far its local footprint.

* The project is also important to improving safety and reducing congestion for motorists,
bicyclists and pedestrians in the immediate area around downtown Columbus and to
neighborhoods to the south of downtown. Over 100,000 individuals work in the
downtown area. In addition, a large number of residents to the south need to traverse
the I-70 / I-71 area for work, healthcare and entertainment. The proposed project will
dramatically improve their travels.

“
970 Dublin Road, Columbus, OH 43215 (614) 525-3030 Fax: (614) 525-3359
www.franklincountyengineer.org



The Phase 4 project with an estimated cost of $200 million cannot be completed without
leveraging additional funding from the INFRA Grants Program. While my office has had
involvement in other recent U.S. Department of Transportation funding applications for
projects where this office would have benefited financially more directly, I see the Columbus
Crossroads project as the top funding priority in Franklin County.

I appreciate the U. S. Department of Transportation’s consideration of this funding
request. I see it as an extremely wise infrastructure investment that will reap significant
economic and safety benefits. Any questions related to this letter may be directed to me at
(614) 525-3030.

Sincerely,

(bt

Cornell R. Robertson, P.E., P.S.
Franklin County Engineer
CRR:tb

cc: W. Fritz Crosier, Ted Beidler



Daniel J. O’°Connor Jr.

Franklin County Recorder

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590 May 13, 2019

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express
our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. O’Connor Jr.
Franklin County Recorder

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

| Franklin County Courthouse | 373 South High Street, Columbus, OH 43215 | 18t floor | (614) 525-3930 |
| Recorder@FranklinCountyOhio.gov | http://Recorder.FranklinCountyOhio.gov |







February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

The Columbus Region Coalition (CRC) is a group of local governments,
members of the business community, and other community stakeholders that
make up the diverse interests of the Columbus Region. As the collective voice of
our region, we urge you to support the Columbus Crossroads INFRA application.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight
movement across Ohio and Midwest. We write this letter to (1) express our
strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads
project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure,
Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown
Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last
decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves
commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters
and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.




Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top
priority for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding
from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to
the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Andrew J. Ginther,
Mayor

90 W. Broad Street | 2" Floor | Columbus, OH 43215 | T (614) 645-7671 | F (614) 645-5818 | 311 @columbus.gov



February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

The Columbus Region Coalition (CRC) is a group of local governments, members of the business
community, and other community stakeholders that make up the diverse interests of the Columbus
Region. As the collective voice of our region, we urge you to support the Columbus Crossroads INFRA
application.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. We write this
letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Decades ago the neighborhood immediately north of downtown, the Short North, was cut off by 1-670.
Pedestrians would avoid traveling from downtown to this underutilized commercial stripe except by car.
With visionary leadership from public and private sectors, Columbus came together to cap the highway,
including infrastructure for commercial development. Today, the Short North is the most popular visitor
destination in Columbus, contributing to Central Ohio’s population and economic growth. The
improvements for S. High Street and S. Third Street could provide the same catalytic energy south of
downtown that the N. High-670 cap created decades ago.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the
U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Shannon G. Hardin
Columbus Council President

SHANNON G. HARDIN, PRESIDENT | ELIZABETH C. BROWN | MITCHELL J. BROWN
ROB DORANS | SHAYLA D. FAVOR | EMMANUEL V. REMY | PRISCILLA R. TYSON

CITY CLERK | ANDREA BLEVINS, CMC
City Hall | 90 West Broad Street | Second Floor | Columbus OH 43215 | T (614) 645.7380 | F (614) 645.6164 | columbuscitycouncil.org






7\
JobsOhio
S

41 South High Street ¢ Columbus, OH 43215 * 614.224.6446

May 14, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crosstoads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Please consider this letter our support for the Columbus Crosstoads multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus, Ohio.

The local partnership includes the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus as
a joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the project. Unfortunately, more than 1000 crashes have
occurred in this project area between 2015 to 2017, which makes this location one of Ohio’s top 10 high
crash sites. The current design capacity of 50,000 daily vehicles now catries 130,000 per day, neatly triple
the anticipated traffic volume.

The 70/71 overlap also lies in a “trench” which creates a physical barrier between the central business
district of Columbus and neighborhoods south of Downtown. Consequently, Phase 4 is essential not only
for improving safety and reducing congestion, but also improving accessibility for both commuters and
pedestrians to essential services and over 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus.

We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the safety and prosperity of our region state, and resiliency of the national interstate
highway system.

Respectfully,

i

Dr. Glenda Bifngarner
Senior Director
JobsOhio

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 2, 2019
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads
of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across
Ohio and Midwest. We write this letter to (1) join and reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus
joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and
(2) urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure,
Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown
Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop
and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles —
and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap.

Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority
for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state
recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher
gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program.



We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your
support for the application.

Sincerely,

Marilyn Brown
Board President, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

John O’Grady
Commissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

Kevin L. Boyce
Commissioner, Franklin County Board of Commissioners

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590






Charles Hall Tim Hansley, County Administrator

Steve Stolte Letitia Rayl, Assistant County Administrator/
.. Budget Officer
Christiane Schmenk Kelly Higgins, Clerk to the Board/
Office Assistant
County Office Building Tel. 937-645-3012
233 West Sixth Street Fax 937-645-3002
Marysville, Ohio 43040-1526
Www.co.union.oh.us commissioners@co.union.oh.us
May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including
17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
7 '
K%Mlmftﬂw )%/Mméuz
Steve Stolte Charles Hall Christiane Schmenk
President Vice President Commissioner

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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City of Bexley

Mayor Ben Kessler

City Council:

Lori Ann Feibel, President
Mary Gottesman

Steve Keyes

Monique Lampke

Tim Madison

Troy Markham

Richard Sharp

City of Bexley Ohio
2242 East Main Street
Bexley, Ohio 43209
(614) 559-4200

www.bexley.org

May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve
freight movement across Ohio and the greater Midwest. | write this letter to
express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure,
Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize
Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a
diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves
commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and
the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately
$200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more
than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern
neighborhoods.



Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top
priority for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of
Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Ben Kessler
Mayor

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 8%, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus. The project will impact not only the City of Columbus and its residents
but will also dramatically impact neighboring communities as well. The City of Canal Winchester, located
just 15 minutes southeast of Columbus, is one of Central Ohio’s fastest growing communities. The
Columbus Crossroads interstate renovation project will benefit neighboring communities like ours by
alleviating congestion, limiting freight travel-times and improving general transportation safety in the
region.

3

I’m writing this letter to share our community’s strong support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus’ joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the
Columbus Crossroads project.

The City of Canal Winchester joins with the City of Columbus, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and other partners in requesting that the U.S. Department of Transportation supportt this
INFRA grant application. We believe that these improvements will add value to the State of Ohio, out
region, and ultimately the United States.

Mayor Mlchael Ebert
City of Canal Winchester

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

£ CITY OF CANAL WINCHESTER
36 South High Street, Canal Winchester, OH 43110 p: (614) 837-7493 {: (614) 837-0145 www.canalwinchesterohio.gov



























The City of Grove City, Ohio

4035 Broadway Grove City, Ohio 43123
614-277-3000

Richard L. “Ike” Stage, Mayor
May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown
Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and
to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint
INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio,
and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through
higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot
be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and
the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

,Simzsmly,

-~ ~
\‘~<Mc\v> : 2R
Richard L. “Tke” Stage "
Mayor

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20550

GroveCityOhio.gov



CITY OF LANCASTER

David L. Scheffler

104 East Main Street
Room 101
Lancaster, OH 43130
740-687-6600 ~ 740-687-6698 (fax)

mayor@ci.lancaster.oh.us
May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong for the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Cross-
roads project; and (2) to urge your support for this project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop
and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
Central Ohio region and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget
that generates more revenue; however, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity
of our region and state, the resiliency of the national interstate highway system and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

David L. Scheffler, Mayor

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



Office of City Manager

_ City Hall, 209 South Main Street
m Marysville, Ohio 43040-1641

\ (937) 645-7355
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where the grass is greener

May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretaty of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Intetstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transpottation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Ctossroads project; and (2) to utge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional impottance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crosstoads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders
and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comptehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical ovetlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap setves commuter traffic from actoss Central
Ohio, and it setves freight from across the Midwest. The ovetlap carries 130,000 vehicles petr day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical batrier
between Downtown Columbus and the neighbothoods south of the ovetlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedesttians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top ptiotity for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these imptovements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we tespectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincere

Terry [f‘.icry, City Mar

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

-









City of Reynoldsburg

614.322.6800 7232 E. Main Street, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

May 06, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support
for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day —including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians;
improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of



City of Reynoldsburg

614.322.6800 7232 E. Main Street, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068

these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Respectfully,

Andrew Bowsher
Development Director
City of Reynoldsburg

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



























Mayor Pat Monahan Phone: 614-889-2824

9484 Dublin Road Fax: 614-336-1791
Shawnee Hills, Chio 43065 www.shawneehillsoh.org
May 9, 2019

The Honorable Flaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, 13.C. 20590

Re: Suppott for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crosstoads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Intetstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1
write this lettet to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transpottation (ODO'T) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Ctossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
ptoject of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also secks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighbothoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical ovetlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap serves commuter traffic from
actoss Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The ovetlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical bartier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighbothoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential setvices and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.




Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priotity for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more tevenue through higher pgas user fees and increased
tegistration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. Howevet, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We tespectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we trespectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely, _

D. Craig Thompson
Village Administrator
Village of Shawnee Hills
9484 Dublin Road
Shawnee Hills, Ohio 43065

cc: M1. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.I. Washington, D.C. 20590










May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus,
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians;
improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to
the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Erika Clark Jones, Executive Director
CelebrateOne
Office of Mayor Andrew Ginther

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590









ey 9200 COLUMBUS

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 150 South Front St, Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20590 Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 225.6060
Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application columbusregion.com

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of Columbus 2020, the regional economic development organization representing the 11
county Columbus Region, | offer this letter of support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT),
City of Columbus and Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission’s Columbus Crossroads INFRA
Application.

The City of Columbus and the Columbus Region are consistently among the top performing major
markets for population and job growth in the Midwestern United States. Our central location offers
access to nearly half of the US population within a one-day delivery, which has resuilted in significant
growth and investment in our logistics sector. To sustain our economic and population growth, we must
continue to invest in key infrastructure projects that support the efficient and safe movement of both
people and goods.

The Columbus Crossroads project is a prime example of the type of infrastructure investment our region
has elevated as a priority. The $1.3 billion multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus is designed to address safety and traffic flow factors that will directly
impact many of those commuting to and from our downtown every day. The project would also improve
the flow of freight across the Region and State, supporting the continued growth of one of our key
sectors.

The Columbus Crossroads project also seeks to reconnect, restore and revitalize Downtown Columbus
and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this high impact, comprehensive vision.

| write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of
the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to respectfully urge your support for this catalytic project of
national and regional importance.

Sincerely,

Ko migyic)

KENNY McDONALD, CEcD
President and Chief Economic Officer

Columbus 2020, 150 South Front St, Suite 200 Columbus, OH 43215

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 15, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Founded in 1884, the Columbus Chamber of Commerce is the leading voice of business within the 11-
county Columbus region, with nearly 2,000 members employing over 500,000 workers. A focus of the
Chamber’s government relations efforts centers on Transportation and Infrastructure, advocating for a
fully integrated and advanced multi-modal transportation network to facilitate and advance the growth
and sustainability of the region’s logistics, manufacturing, and related industries. The Columbus Region
Logistics Council (CRLC), an initiative of the Columbus Chamber, includes a diverse group of 120
companies that span the supply chain and logistics industries.

The Columbus Chamber and CRLC are pleased to submit this letter of support for the Ohio Department
of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the
Columbus Crossroads project. Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform
the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across
Ohio and Midwest. This investment is of great important to Chamber members, employees, and the
business community at large. With the region expecting to grow by more than 1 million residents by
2050, safety and reliability of transportation to jobs is a top workforce priority. In order to increase
safety and maintain the region’s competitiveness by relieving traffic congestion and adding capacity, we
urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest and the nation. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by
50,000 vehicles per day. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus
and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving
access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.



Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher motor vehicle user fees and increased registration
fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, the project cannot be completed without
leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.

For the aforementioned reasons, we respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the

resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Don DePerro
President & CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
Central Ohio Congressional Delegation












May 1, 2019 150 South Front St.

Suite 200
Columbus, OH 43215
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao T (614) 225-0500

U.S. Department of Transportation Wwwmumbuipifﬁfliﬁf’,fi?
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the Columbus Partnership, I write to express our strong support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project. As a civic organization of over 70 community and business leaders, the Partnership is committed
to creating a strong and vibrant region that attracts new industries and helps our existing businesses to flourish.
Therefore, I urge you to support this catalytic project that is vital to the efficiency of our region’s transportation
network and its continued growth.

Transportation infrastructure is a critical aspect to advancing Central Ohio and our state’s overall prosperity. The
Columbus Region has made great strides in the past decade. As we continue to draw employers and young
professionals from around the world, Columbus continues to serve as an economic driver for the state of Ohio.
However, this population growth and economic development has come with an increased demand on our roadways.
The high traffic volume of passenger vehicles and commercial freight flowing through our region supports
businesses, provides jobs and ultimately drives our economy.

With so much dependent on the quality of our roads, bridges and highways, we must complete this multi-phase
project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement
across Ohio and Midwest. Investments made to Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads will serve to reconnect, restore
and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. Phase 4 is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alex R. Fischer
President and CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



March 1, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

The Columbus Region Coalition (CRC) is a group of local governments, members of
the business community, and other community stakeholders that make up the
diverse interests of the Columbus Region. As the collective voice of our region, we
urge you to support the Columbus Crossroads INFRA application.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in and improve freight movement across Ohio
and the Midwest. We write this letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure,
Columbus Crossroads will benefit freight and industry located in the fringe urban
and rural areas, commuters living outside the urbanized area, and patients who
live in rural areas but require advanced medical care available in Columbus.
ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities
have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves
commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100
commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. Phase
4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.



Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Andrew J. Ginther Marilyn Brown N
Mayor President Alex R. Fischer EW|II|am MDurdock
. . t' H t
City of Columbus Franklin County Board of President & CEO X'ZC“ le\'le Irec Orl
Commissioners Columbus Partnership Mid-Ohio Regiona

Planning Commission

ﬁ f ‘ i d’tymb\ Vi /\/Wﬁérq
Don DePerro Charles D. Hillman Josep'h R. Nardone Joanna Pinkerton
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David T. Harrison, Ph.D. Steve Allen, MD
President CEO
Columbus State Nationwide Children's
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mncerely,
Brian Ross

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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COLUMBUS
April 17, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crosstoads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express out
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to utge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crosstoads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and sutrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders
and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles pet day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical bartier
between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the ovetlap. Phase 4, which will cost approximately
$200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving
access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern

neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates mote
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Ao L T

Don L. Brown, Executive Director
Franklin County Convention Facilities Authority

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

GREATER COLUMBUS CONVENTION CENTER HILTON COLUMBUS DOWNTOWN HOTEL NATIONWIDE ARENA PARKING FACILITIES



FRANKLIN COUNTY TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

April 23, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express the
strong support of the Franklin County Transportation Improvement District and to reinforce the strong regional support
for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of
the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. QDOT, the City of Columbus,
the Mid-Ohic Regional Planning Commission (MORPC}), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overiap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians;
improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully
urge your support for the application.

Sinc

C oberison, P.E\, P.S.
Franklin County Engineer
Chairman, Franklin County Transportation Improvement District

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
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May 2019

Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Secretary Chao:

The Human Service Chamber of Franklin County represents 71 nonprofit organizations serving vulnerable
and diverse populations in the 14" largest city in the United States. We seck to ensure access to affordable
and quality housing, healthcare, social services and legal services to Americans old and new. We also seek
systemic changes to make our community and our country more equitable for all, including systemic
changes to our transportation system.

This is why we are supporting Columbus Crossroads, a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project that will transform
the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus. Part of that transformation will address a
problem created when these interstates were built decades ago: These interstates divided neighborhoods—
especially black neighborhoods—creating physical barriers for several generations in our community.

Columbus Crossroads seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71, which creates a massive physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4 is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians, to be sure; but it is
instrumental in ensuring access to essential human and social services and more than 100,000 jobs in
Downtown Columbus, reconnecting southern neighborhoods to the central city.

Accordingly, I write this letter (1) to support the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City
of Columbus’ joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to
urge your supportt for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Help Columbus show the country how to build infrastructure for the future while bringing our community
closer together by addressing the mistakes we have made in our past.

Sincerely,

Michael Corey
Executive Director
Human Service Chamber of Franklin County

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

1515 INDIANOLA AVENUE
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February 25, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), | write to express our strong
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project. Accordingly, we urge your support for
this transformational project of national and regional importance.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest.
Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, the project also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, MORPC, and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by
50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and
the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4 is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than
100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

As the federally designated Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Columbus, Ohio
urbanized area, MORPC is comprised of more than 60 local governments and regional
organizations in the quickly growing Central Ohio region. The Columbus Crossroads project is
included in our 2016-2040 Metropolitan Transportation Plan and was identified as a top priority for
the region through the Competitive Advantage Projects (CAP) initiative. CAP is an initiative of
Columbus 2020 and MORPC that prioritizes and advances strategic infrastructure investments
across Central Ohio.



Secretary Chao
February 25, 2019
Page Two

Additionally, MORPC has supported the Columbus Crossroads project with a $20 million
commitment of federal attributable funding, specifically Surface Transportation Program (STP) /
Surface Transportation Block Grant (STBG) program funds. This commitment includes the MORPC
funding outlined in the application for Phase 4 project components.

We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation considers the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system.

Kind Regards,

William Murdock, AICP
Executive Director
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission






American Electric Power
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Nicholas K. Akins
Chairman, President & CEQ

May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing in support of the City of Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application. Columbus
Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Chio and the Midwest. |
write this letter to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

At AEP, safety is our highest priority and we cannot ignore the alarming number of accidents
that occur on this stretch of highway in our headquarters city. While it represents only 6% of our
freeway system, this stretch of highway sees 25% of our vehicle accidents. It ranks in the top
10 for freeway crashes in Ohio. it is a heavily congested corridor with 130,000 vehicles
traveling through each day, including 17,000 trucks. This traffic volume exceeds current design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles per day. One of the major attributes of the project is that it will
eliminate 95% of lane changes that drivers are currently forced to make, which leads to most of
the accidents.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher motor fuel taxes and
increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
join other community stakeholders in respectfully requesting that the U.S. Department of
Transportation approve funding for this project.

Y fpebd W L~

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
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May 2nd, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio
and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong
regional supportt for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and
business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap
carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its
design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed
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a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and
increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants
program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support
for the application.

Sincerely,

Michael Copella
Managing Director, CBRE

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590















May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and
71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1)
express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City
of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench
creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4,
which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates
more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA
grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance
of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Art Makris

Vice President
Leasing & Development

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 7, 2019

The Honorable Flaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Suppott for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the Jast decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical ovetlap of I-70 and 1-71. The ovetlap scrves commutet traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the ovetlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commutets and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.
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Completion of the Columbus Crosstoads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Beau Arnason
Executive Vice President

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Depattment of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590


















May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance. As a daily driver and as a business owner, I recognize the need for this project every
day and can see how it will not only improve safety but also improve quality of life overall.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state.
Sincerely,

Gretchen Clark Hammond, PhD, MSW, LSW, LCDCIII, TTS
CEO, Mighty Crow

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national
and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods.
ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse
group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to
develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles
per day —including 17,100 commercial vehicles —and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles.
The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods
south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety
and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and
more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department
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of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your
support for the application.

Sincerely,

Michael Simpson

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



Brian J. Ellis
President & Chief Operating Officer

Nationwide’

is on your side
May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing to extend my support for the Columbus Crossroads, $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to
transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus.

On behalf of Nationwide Realty Investors, the real estate development affiliate of Nationwide, and in
alignment with the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project, | urge your support for this catalytic
project of national, regional, and local importance.

This major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure and improve connectivity is critical to
the state’s continued growth, and Downtown Columbus’ viability and long-term success.

As one of the region’s largest employers, Nationwide has a vested interest in improving commuter
traffic and efficiently and effectively moving more people throughout the region. In addition, as the
owner and developer of the densely populated Arena District and Grandview Yard mixed-use
developments, Nationwide Realty Investors is supportive of the Columbus Crossroads project as we
continue to compete on a national scale to attract major employers to our premier business districts.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The project cannot be completed without
leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. | respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our
region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and urge your support for
the application.

Sincerely,

{'f N ;
<‘\' A )’%

Brian J. Ellis
President & COO
Nationwide Realty Investors

Tel 614-857-2331
Nationwide Realty Investors Fax 614-857-2346
375 N. Front Street, Suite 200 brian.ellis@nationwide.com
Columbus, OH 43215 www.hationwiderealtyinvestors.com



May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71
in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1)
express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that
generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments
and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from
the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

S Qeboor i)

Lauren Edwards

Principal/Owner, Next Step Business Consulting
614-515-0919
ledwards@nextstepbusinessconsulting.com

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of

Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased

P.O. Box 533 Granville, OH 43023| 614.522.9122 | www.OhioMBE.com



registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Regards,

Ronda Barber

Publisher

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590












May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express
our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day -
including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap's trench
creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4,
which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates
more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA
grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of
the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles
per day —including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south
of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more
than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
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We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Mataryun “Mo” Wright
President and CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 8, 2019 .
Engineering
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation Construction
U.S. Depattment of Transportation Management
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590 Technology

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. As the
CEO and Chairperson of Resource International, Inc., a Columbus, Ohio-Headquartered engineering
and construction management firm, I write this letter to express our strong support and to reinforce the
strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus
joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; as well as to urge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods.
ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse
group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to
develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles
per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles.
The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods
south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety
and reducing congestion for commuters and pedesttians; improving access to essential services and
more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department
of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support
for the application.

Sincerely,
Resource International, Inc.

Farah B. Majidzadeh
CEO and Chairperson

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express
our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 9%, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Root Insurance is headquartered in downtown Columbus, Ohio, and is the nation’s first licensed insurance carrier powered
entirely by mobile and founded on the principle that car insurance rates should be based on how you drive, not who you are. We
are at our core a data company and dedicated to using data to save customers money and promote safer driving and roadways.
Root a fast-growing company and now serve customersin 25 states. Moreover, we are a leader in the Columbus community and
strive to be aligned with our business and government leadership.

| write today this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2)
to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the
last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it
serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and
the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in
Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio
region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas
user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of ourregion and state, and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Alexander E. Timm
President & CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Sectetaty of Transportation

U.S. Depattment of Transportation
1200 New Jetsey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Deat Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase ptoject to transform the crossroads of Intetstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest.
wtite this letter to (1) exptress out strong suppott and to reinforce the strong regional suppott for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
fot Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to utge your support for this catalytic
ptoject of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to teplace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, testore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical ovetlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it setves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles pet day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical batrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighbothoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of

Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased

STEINER + ASSOCIATES = 4016 Townsfair Way, Suite 201 Columbus, OH 43219 = +1614.414.7300 = www.steiner.com



registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We tespectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prospetity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge yout support for the application.

Sincerely, —

Yarbmir Steiner
CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officet, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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The Honotable Elaine L. Chao
Sectetary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Sectetary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Intetstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) exptess our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transpottation (ODOT)
and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to
urge your suppott for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crosstoads also seeks to
treconnect, restote, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and sutrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it setves freight from across the Midwest. The ovetlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day ~ including 17,100
commetcial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
battier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedesttians; improving access to essential services and mote than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crosstoads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
tevenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electtic vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prospetity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

-

Karen Daniels
Chief Retail Officer

cc: Mt. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jetsey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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April 25,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1 write this letter on behalf of AAA Ohio
Auto Club, which represents nearly 760,000 members, to {1) express strong support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads
project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of [-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio,
and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Centra)
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through
higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that
the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Mark H. Sha

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590









May 2, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Age-Friendly Columbus and Franklin County is one stakeholder that is collaborating with the City of
Columbus. It is our mission to empower older adults in our community to be able to thrive as they age.
Many of the challenges faced by older adult residents are around mobility and accessibility and that is why
we support the infrastructure updates proposed by the City of Columbus and ODOT.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the
U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Katie M. White

Director of Age-Friendly Communities

Columbus and Franklin County

The Ohio State University, College of Social Work
White.3073@osu.edu
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2100 Stella Court
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 252-8402
alvis180.org

May 10, 2019

Hon. Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

This letter is written to emphatically support and reinforce regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project. This project is both nationally and regionally important and Alvis strongly urges you to
support it.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the
City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including
17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which
costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters
and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates
more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the
INFRA grants program.

I hope you will consider the extraordinary importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region
and state, as well as to the resiliency of the national interstate highway system and urge your support for the

application.S

Sincerely,

Denise M. Robinson
President and CEO

Copy: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter
to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohic Department of
Transportation {ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this cataiytic project of national and regional
importance.

lLeveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also

- seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles
per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles.
The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods
south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety
and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and
more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Singetely,

Ré elfLustig '

cc: Mr. Dan D€Bono, Chief infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue 5.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

167 E. Gay St., Columbus, OH 43215 P:({614) 22i-5891 F. {614) 228-1125 colscss.org




Central Community House
At Our House, People Are Central

May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio
and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our support and reinforce the regional support
for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) urge your support
for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and
business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap
carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its
design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the

City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed
a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and

1150 E. Main St., Columbus, Ohio 43205 (614) 252-3157 www.cchouse.org



increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants
program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support
for the application.

Support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint
INFRA grant application will result in improved quality of life, including safety and

efficiency, of the families and neighborhoods served by Central Community House.

Best regards,

Tamar Forrest, Ph.D.
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

1150 E. Main St., Columbus, Ohio 43205 (614) 252-3157 www.cchouse.org
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May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

I write this letter to express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project. This Columbus Crossroads project would devote
$1.3 billion over multi-phases to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown
Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest.

Clean Fuels Ohio is a statewide non-profit that focused on a wide range of sustainable mobility
solutions. These include advanced fuels and vehicles and smart mobility strategies that aim, in part,
to increase the overall energy efficiency of the transportation system.

We view this project is a critical component of achieving greater transportation efficiency and
improving the lives of Columbus residents. This will be achieved not only by improving traffic flow
but also by creating a connection between the German Village just south of downtown and
downtown itself. This physical connection will facilitate and encourage much more pedestrian mode
of travel between these heavily populated areas and Columbus economic hub of downtown. It also
will enable use of other modes such as scooters and bikes. This promises to greatly reduce reliance
on person cars and also the need for parking downtown. All of this will reduce energy consumption
and pollution locally and regionally generated by transportation.

Thanks for your consideration of this important project!

Sincerely,

Sam Spofforth, Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

The Trusted Advisor & Collective Voice of Ohio’s Clean Transportation Industry
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May 9, 2019

The Honorable Ehine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.5. Department of Transportaton
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 hillion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1} express our
strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
Cuy of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your
suppott for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus,
the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1.70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio,
and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical barrier
between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
mullion, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Bowntown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincerely,

I B PO

Ginz Ginn, PhD.
Chief Execunve Officer

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

BRIGHT MINDS START HERE. United

)

Way X=/

(3

United Way
of Central Ohio






these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of
the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for
the application.

Sincerely,

Dou F. Kridler
President and CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Landmarks is a dedicated group advocating for the preservation of historic architecture, adaptive reuse
of old buildings, and new design excellence throughout Greater Columbus. Our organization was founded as a
result of the loss of urban fabric and historic architecture from the 1950’s through the 1970’s.

One of the projects that exacerbated this loss of fabric was the construction of Interstates 70 and 71 through

the heart of Downtown Columbus. While this project significantly expanded resident mobility and the movement
of freight, it also impacted the economic and social vitality of Downtown and the surrounding neighborhoods.
Columbus is still working to repair these issues and will be for decades to come.

The Columbus Crossroads project has already demonstrated its ability to directly address and improve the
impacts of the original I-70/71 project. This major investment will replace obsolete highway infrastructure while
simultaneously reconnecting, restoring, and revitalizing Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods.
ODOQT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement
this comprehensive vision.

As evidence of the success and community support for this project, the Long Street Bridge and Cultural Wall, a
portion of Phase 1 of the Columbus Crossroads project, has been widely embraced as a successful effort to link
Downtown and the historic King-Lincoln Bronzeville neighborhood. The project has been a finalist for Columbus
Landmark’s James B. Recchie Design Award, demonstrating its design quality and community significance

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench
creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the historic neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. Columbus Landmark’s Executive Leadership, Board of Trustees,
and 1000+ members strongly support this critical project. We are dedicated to furthering this effort through our
advocacy and public education mechanisms.

Sincerely,

Becky West
Executive Director, Columbus Landmarks

Doty et~

Matthew Leasure
Advocacy Committee Chair, Columbus Landmarks

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Office , U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

57 JerrersoN Ave., CoLumsus, OHio 43215
614-221-0227 | INFO@QCOLUMBUSLANDMARKS.ORG
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Community Development for All People

946 Parsons Avenue, P.O. Box 06063
Columbus, OH 43206

May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support
for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities
have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and
increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.

614.445.7342 www.4allpeople.org office@4allpeople.net



Secretary Elaine Chao
May 8, 2019
Page 2

We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Rev. John Edgar
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for
this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design capacity
by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus
and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving
access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting
the southern neighborhoods.

1680 Watermark Drive | Columbus, OH 43215 | 614 487 6700 | Fax 614 487 0405 | www.chninc.org




Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Samantha Shuler
CEO, Community Housing Network

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

1680 Watermark Drive | Columbus, OH 43215 | 614 487 6700 | Fax 614 487 0405 | www.chninc.org
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May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crosstoads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong
support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for
this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also secks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio,
and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through
higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot
be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Inna Kinney
CEO & Founder
Economic and Community Development Institute

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

1455 Old Leonard Avenue W Columbus, Ohio 43219 W Main 614 559 0115 B Fox 614 732 0986 W ECDI.org












May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and
71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to
(1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City
of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion
for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in
Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget
that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prospertity of our region and state, and
the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,
Jane D. Leach

Executive Director, Future Ready Columbus

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

Future Ready Columbus [1907 Leonard Avenue, Suite 150 | Columbus, Ohio 43219
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May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

RE: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao

[ am writing in support of the Columbus Crossroads Project. Columbus Crossroads
is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
the Midwest. [ write this letter to (1) express our support and to reinforce regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus
joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and
(2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional
importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace an obsolete highway infrastructure,
Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown
Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods, which includes the Weinland Park
neighborhood. Godman Guild Association is located in the Weinland Park
community and serves as a resource for employment, adult education, after school
care, summer camps, and other services in Weinland Park and surrounding
communities throughout Columbus, Ohio. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-
Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last
decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision. This project has a
direct impact on the City of Columbus and our Agency, allowing for the continuity
of services at over 10 locations throughout the city.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves
commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Godman Guild Association partners with the
Reeb Avenue Center located on Columbus’ south side, a collaboration of 13
resource partners providing essential services to community members across the
city. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving
safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access



to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority
for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state
recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher
gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to
the sustainability of our neighborhoods, the prosperity of our region and state, and
the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge
your support for the application.

Sincerely,

n L. Moss
President and CEO

CC: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong
support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and {2) to urge your support for
this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
coliaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and
it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue
through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this
project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support
for the application.

Sincerely,

Tom Katzenmeyer
President and CEQ

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer

100 East Broad Street, Ste, 2250
Columbus, Ohio 43215

P (614) 224-2606

F (614) 224-7461

gcac.org



May 7%, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for
this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by
50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and
the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving
access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting
the southern neighborhoods.

E.J. Thomas, Pres. & CEO
6665 Busch Boulevard, Columbus, Ohio 43229 * (614) HABITAT * (Cell (614) 204-1000 * www.HabitatMidOhio.org
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
May 7%, 2019

Page Two

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

E.J. Thomas, Pres. & CEO
Habitat for Humanity-MidOhio

Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Inters

tates

70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write

this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application

for

Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project

of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads

also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated

over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from

across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000

vehicles per day —including 17,100 commercial vehicles —and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000

vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the

neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to

essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of

Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a

transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased

registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
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We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

== [

Bruce Luecke
President and CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

3443 AGLER ROAD. SUITE 200 (614) 221-8889 ﬁghl:ar\'krh- ii
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April 23, 2019

The Honorable Elaine 1.. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Suppott for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crosstoads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter on behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Jefferson Avenue Center to (1) express our strong support
and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2)
to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision. Our 44 year-old nonprofit owns 13 historic properties that have
been repurposed for use by nonprofit organizations, and we have benefitted immensely from this
collaborative approach to investing in the center neighborhoods of Columbus, Ohio.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical ovetlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench cteates a physical bartier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
ovetlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates mote revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program.

614.228 7441 WWW.JEFFERSONAVENUECENTER.ORG



We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate
highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Simcerely,

O?%ﬁm\(\«-\oom

Katharine Moore
Executive Director

cc: Mt. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
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May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Depattment of Transpottation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
fot Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap setves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The ovetlap carties 130,000
vehicles pet day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighbothoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priotity for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
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completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We tespectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely

Jude G stlt?rﬁ;zm, Ed.D.
Chief/Exécutive Officer

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and the Midwest. I
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business have collaborated over the
last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more
than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. This project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that
the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and
we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Michelle Moskowitz Brown
Executive Director, Local Matters

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

PARTNERING for HEALTHY COMMUNITIES | 633 Parsons Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43206 | P: 614.263.5662 | W: local-matters.org




May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio
and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the
strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business
entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase
4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and
more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern
neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for
the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently
passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees
and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this
project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants
program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support
for the application.

Sincerely,

Susan Villilo
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong
regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus
joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge
your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities
have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed
a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and
increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance
of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,
Lauren Wilson
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590






May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown
Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and
to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint
INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and
it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles
—and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more
than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through
higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and
the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Terry L. Russell, Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



NATIONWIDE CHILDREN'S
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Steve Allen, M.D., M.B.A., Chief Executive Officer

February 28, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown
Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support for
the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the
Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national, regional and local
importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect,
restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision. A key element of this vision is the
Healthy Neighborhoods Healthy Families (HNHF) initiative bordering the Columbus Crossroads project location. The HNHF
initiative brings community partners together to strengthen the South Side community through programs designed to
improve wellness, safety, safe and affordable housing, and economic opportunities.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and
it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between
Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is
essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the Central
Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from
the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

St eAl ,
CEO
Nationwide Children’s Hospital

700 Children's Drive | Columbus, Ohio 43205-2664 | 614.722.5995 | NationwideChildrens.org
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

May 8§, 2019

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71
in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1)
express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision. ‘

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for
commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus,
the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that
generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments
and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from
the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely

\\\nag\ﬁ\@?

King Stumpp
President & CEO

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey

Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
199 South Central Avenue ® Columbus, Ohio 43223 ADAMH
P: 614.274.9500 * F: 614.279.0925 * www.netcareaccess.org
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Ohio Business Development Center

May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

This project will be GREAT for small businesses, particularly minority, female and disadvantaged
businesses.

Regards,

Ronda Watson Barber
Founder

P.O. Box 533
Granville, OH 43023

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 2, 2019 180 East Groad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transpottation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

ohichealth.com

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crosstoads of Intetstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. T write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your suppott for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
tmplement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day -
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as  top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your suppott for the
application.

. Davis
System Vice President, Community and Government Relations

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Depatrtment of Transpottation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



April 18, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SEE.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write
this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national
and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC),
and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last
decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day - including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap's trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without
leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Dee Anders
CEO & Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads
of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across
Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce
the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City
of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads
project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional
importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional
Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and
business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for
the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently

passed a tion budget that es more revenue through higher gas user
fees and i registration fees | governments and electric vehicles.
,*"\ Accredited by The Joint Commission
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However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from

requ U.S. Department of
hese nts to the prosperity of our
ational interstate highway system; and we
ation.

Sincerely,

Bill Lee

CEO

Southeast Healthcare

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590






April 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus. The project will improve the movement of goods and people across Ohio and
Midwest, and vastly improve lives of Columbus residents and the success of our business in Downtown
Columbus. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support
for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads will
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods through better
street design increasing vitality and safety. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
success of our Downtown and other urban neighborhoods and the resiliency of the our multimodal
transportation system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Joshua Lapp, Chair
Transit Columbus

Transit Columbus is non-profit that advocated for a better-connected Columbus

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and
71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1N
express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus
Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional
importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap's
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

§incer

. a/g o ownhae —

ourti7",' Ph.D.
cc - Mr.:.Dan DeBono




FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR S50CIAL RESPONSIBILITY

May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. [ write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong
regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint
INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2} to urge your
support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission {MORPC}, and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities
have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overfap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day - including 17,100 commaercial vehicles ~ and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately
$200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio, The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of
these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
intersta}ﬁ/h'rghway system; and we respectfuily urge your support for the application.

SVP of Housing
YMCA of Central Ohio
Columbus, Ohio 43215

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20550










Talisa L. Dixon, Ed.D.
Superintendent

270 East State Street

Columbus, Oh 43215

Ph. 614.365.5000
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superintendent@columbus.k12.oh.us

Mission: Each student is highly educated, prepared for leadership and service, and empowered for success as a citizen in a global community.

May 13,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (I) express
our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and
(2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders
and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including
[7,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway
system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Talisa L. Dixon Ed.D.
Superintendent/CEO

Copy: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

The Columbus City School District does not discriminate based upon sex, race, color, national origin, religion, age, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity/expression, ancestry, familial status, genetic information or military status with regard to admission,
access, treatment or employment. This policy is applicable in all district programs and activities.
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400 East Town Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 223-9261
www.cristoreycolumbus.org

May 9, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E,
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA. grant application for Phase
4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national
and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods.
ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse
group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to
develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern
neighborhoods.

Transforming Columbus One Student at a Time
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Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department
of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your
support for the application.

Sincerely,

t : g
F. es Foley

cc: Mr, Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
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May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of Columbus State Community College, I am writing you in support of the Columbus Crossroads, $1.3
billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and
improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. With more than 40,000 students, Columbus State is one of the
largest and most comprehensive colleges in Ohio, and all of our students commute to our main campus or one of our
nine regional learning centers. I write this letter to express our strong support and to reinforce support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the
Columbus Crossroads project, and to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this significant investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks
to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focusing on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71 serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it
serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system, and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

ORT P~

David T. Harrison

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 3, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in downtown Columbus and improve freight
movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter to express our strong
support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for
Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project. I urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway
infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore and
revitalize downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City
of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) and a
diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and irnplement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap
serves commuter traffic from across central Ohio and freight from across the
Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters
and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.



Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a
top priority for the City of Columbus, the central Ohio region and the State of
Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas-user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.

We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation
consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and
state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system. We respectfully
urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

W\“—
chael V. Drake; ¥

President

¢: Dan DeBono, chief infrastructure funding officer, U.S. Department of Transportation
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April 30, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and
Midwest. I write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional
support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support
for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have
collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic
from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries
130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design
capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown
Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown
Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be

1650 LAKE SHORE DRIVE, SUITE 200
COLUMBUS, OH 43204
T 614-487-8844 F 614-487-8841
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completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We
respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national
interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Beth Easterday
President

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



American Society of Civil Engineers
Central Ohio Section

April 24, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the Central Ohio Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), I am
writing to express our support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project.

In the most recent Infrastructure Report Card issued by ASCE, roads were given a D-. There is
no magic wand we can use to improve the state of America’s infrastructure. These improvements
must be made step-by-step, state-by-state, in projects such as this. Columbus Crossroads is a
$1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and the Midwest. It also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods,
by connecting the neighborhoods south of the interstate with the downtown area to the north.

Phase 4 of the project focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71 in Downtown Columbus.
The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across
the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial
vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods to the south. Phase 4,
which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City
of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We ask that
the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the
prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Respectfully,

OWA Mwwy-

Peter Narsavage, P.E.
President
Central Ohio Section, American Society of Civil Engineers



April 23,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,

Foby £, Fraptor

Emily Preston
Central Ohio Section President
American Society of Highway Engineers

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



April 25,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. The Association of Bridge
Construction and Design, Central Ohio Chapter writes this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce
the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA
grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders
and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100
commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier
between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200
million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access
to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern

neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Association of Bridge Construction and Design, Central Ohio Chapter Board of Directors

cc: Mr. Dan DE Bono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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March 5, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crosstoads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crosstoads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write
this letter to (1) express our strong suppott for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and
City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project;
and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical bartier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Christopher L. Runyan, P.E.
President
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May 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in
Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter to (1) express
our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to
urge your support for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also seeks to
reconnect, restore, and revitatize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement this
comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across Central
Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day - including
17,100 commercial vehicles —and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a
physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs
approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and
pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and
reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of Columbus, the
Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation budget that generates more
revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles.
However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these
improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway
system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Yaromir Steiner

Chair
Columbus District Council of the Urban Land Institute

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590






May 2nd, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write
this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national
and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC),
and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last
decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day - including 17,100 commercial vehicles - and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap's trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for
improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for
local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without
leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of
our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we
respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Samuel Linn

Brewery District Merchant Association President
Brewery District Community Association President

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



February 26, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

On behalf of the board of trustees for Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District (SID),
| am writing to offer strong support for a joint INFRA grant application by the Ohio Department
of Transportation and City of Columbus. The SID is an association of 550 commercial and
residential property owners in downtown Columbus who are assessed the cost of managing
the public realm, promoting downtown, and providing transit access for commuters.

This grant application seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize neighborhoods surrounding
a section of highway shared by Interstates 70 and 71 in downtown Columbus. ODOT, the
City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse
group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last
decade to develop and implement a comprehensive vision.

Reconstructing this section of interstate, which costs a total of approximately $200 million, is
essential for reducing congestion for commuters and improving safety for pedestrians. Grant
funds will also help address a physical barrier between downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of Interstate 70.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance
of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

v

Cleve Ricksecker A
Executive Director —~r JHFQ
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March 7, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

| am writing on behalf of the board of trustees for Discovery Special Improvement District
(SID) to offer strong support for a joint INFRA grant application by the Ohio Department of
Transportation and City of Columbus. Discovery SID is an association of approximately 300
institutional, commercial, and residential property owners in downtown Columbus who pay
assessments for security, promotions, and capital improvements.

Discovery SID encourages the U.S. Department of Transportation to support efforts to
reconnect neighborhoods surrounding a section of highway shared by Interstates 70 and 71
in downtown Columbus. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning
Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities
have collaborated over the last decade to develop and implement a comprehensive vision.

Reconstructing this section of interstate, which costs a total of approximately $200 million, is
essential for reducing congestion for commuters and improving safety for pedestrians. Grant
funds will also help address a physical barrier between downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of Interstate 70.

Compiletion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the
City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. However, this project
cannot be completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program.
We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance
of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the
national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,

Matt Miller
Chairman, Board of Trustees

i,

DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS
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May 6, 2019

The Honorable Elaine I.. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Iransportation
1200 New Jetsey Avenuc S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Suppott for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, muld-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1
write this letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (OQDOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. The Franklinton Boatd of Trade represents the Franklinton, a rapidly revitalizing
neighborhood which is immediately to the west of Downtown Columbus. ODOT, the City of
Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The ovetlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighbothoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians: improving access to
essential services and mote than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
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registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the T.8, Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

th, Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure ['unding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue 5.13. Washington, 13.C. 20590
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GATTERDAM, Columbus Coal & Lime / PEGGY FREBAULT, Heartland Bank / ISABELA GOULD, Neighborhood Design Center / JASON KOMA,
Mount Carmel Health Systems / MARK GABEL, Machinery & Tool Rentals, Inc. // CYNTIIA LANGHIRT, Mid-Ohic Electric / JEFFREY
MOHRMAN, Integrated Community Coterprises / LYNN KEEFER, WesBanco / BRIAN BAINBRIDGE, CRT Realtors / KIM KIEHL, COSI



May 8, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of
Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across
Ohio and Midwest. I write this letter, on behalf of the Board of Trustees and members
of the German Village Society to:

(1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant
application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and

(2) to urge your supportt for this catalytic project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus
Crossroads also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
surrounding neighborhoods. It will also create multiple aesthetically appealing gateways
into Columbus’ South Side, thus creating additional leverage for the revitalization and
preservation efforts in this area.

ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC),
and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and 1-71. The ovetlap serves commuter
traffic from across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The
overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and
exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical
barrier between Downtown Columbus and our neighborhoods south of the overlap.
Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential
services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.



Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority
for the City of Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state
recently passed a transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher
gas user fees and increased registration fees for local governments and electric
vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging additional
funding from the INFRA grants program.

We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the
importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state, and the
resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your

supportt for the application.

Sincerely,

Dy

Delilah Lopez
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590



May 2, 2019

The Honorable Elaine I.. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision. As founder and president of the German Village Walking
Club, which encourages community members to walk 3- and 5-mile routes through Downtown
neighborhoods and parks, I am eager for safer streets for our walkers.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,
Larry S. Smith, Founder & President
German Village Walking Club

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 1, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Ohio’s travel economy is growing, and infrastructure will be critical to continued growth, new jobs and
economic prosperity. Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the
crossroads of Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus, improving commerce and freight movement
across Ohio and the Midwest. We wish to express our industry’s deep support -- and to reinforce the
strong support throughout our region -- for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project. We urge your
support for this catalytic project of regional and national importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads will
reconnect, restore and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT, the City
of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of community
stakeholders and business entities have exhibited true leadership and effectiveness in collaborating over
the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of 1-70/1-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day
—including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and to more than
100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. Our organization supported the state’s recently-
enacted transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed
without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We request that the U.S.
Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the economy of our
region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system. We respectfully urge your
support for the application.

Sincerely,
Va -7
e / ' / y
Joe Seﬂvar;se Deidra Marshall Alan Assaf
Executive Director Board President Government Affairs Chair
cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E., Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. | write this letter
to express PAMA's strong support for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of
Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and to urge your
support for this catalytic project. Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway
infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and
our surrounding neighborhoods in South Columbus. This project replaces the dangerous gash of an
obsolete freeway design with a new people-friendly front door, easing pedestrian and bicycle movement
between downtown and South Columbus, spurring more sustainable redevelopment along the way.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and |-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day
— including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The
overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and our South Columbus
neighborhoods. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and
reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than
100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting our South Columbus neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,
Bob Leighty
Executive Director, Parsons Area Merchants Association (PAMA)

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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April 30,2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. I write this
letter to (1) express our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing
congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your support for the
application.

Sincerely,

Brenda Gischel

President

Schumacher Place Civic Association

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590
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May 2, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretaty of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jetsey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application

Dear Secretary Chao:

I'am a business owner and Columbus, Ohio resident. Both my business and my personal residence are
located within 4 blocks of the crossroads of US Interstates 70 and 71 in Downtown Colutmbus. My
business is located to the north of the interstate and my neighborhood is located to south of the interstate
crossroads. The lives of my neighbors, employees and customers ate affected daily by the current
infrastructure. With this in mind, we suppott the Columbus INFRA Application.

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crosstoads of Interstates 70
and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. T wtite this
letter to (1) exptess our strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the Ohio

- Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application for Phase 4
of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your suppott for this catalytic project of national and
regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads also
secks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding neighborhoods. ODOT,
the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and a diverse group of
community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated over the last decade to develop and
implement this comprehensive vision. The time is now!

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The ovetlap setves commuter traffic from across
Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carties 130,000 vehicles per day —
including 17,100 commercial vehicles -— and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000 vehicles. The overlap’s
trench creates a physical bartier between Downtown Columbus and the neighborhoods south of the
ovetlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential for improving safety and reducing

175 South Third Street, Suite 200, Columbus Ohio 43215



congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to essential services and more than 100,000
jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a transportation
budget that generates more tevenue through higher gas user fees and increased registration fees for local
governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be completed without leveraging
additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully request that the U.S. Department of
‘Transportation consider the importance of these improvements to the prosperity of our region and state,
and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system; and we respectfully urge your suppott for the
application.

erely,

#

Béatty 111
umbus Ohio Business Owner and Resident

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590

175 South Third Street, Suite 200, Columbus Ohio 43215



May 10, 2019

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Re: Support for the Columbus Crossroads INFRA Application
Dear Secretary Chao:

Columbus Crossroads is a $1.3 billion, multi-phase project to transform the crossroads of Interstates
70 and 71 in Downtown Columbus and improve freight movement across Ohio and Midwest. 1
write this letter to (1) express my strong support and to reinforce the strong regional support for the
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) and City of Columbus joint INFRA grant application
for Phase 4 of the Columbus Crossroads project; and (2) to urge your support for this catalytic
project of national and regional importance.

Leveraging this major investment to replace obsolete highway infrastructure, Columbus Crossroads
also seeks to reconnect, restore, and revitalize Downtown Columbus and surrounding
neighborhoods. ODOT, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), and a diverse group of community stakeholders and business entities have collaborated
over the last decade to develop and implement this comprehensive vision.

Phase 4 focuses on the physical overlap of I-70 and I-71. The overlap serves commuter traffic from
across Central Ohio, and it serves freight from across the Midwest. The overlap carries 130,000
vehicles per day — including 17,100 commercial vehicles — and exceeds its design capacity by 50,000
vehicles. The overlap’s trench creates a physical barrier between Downtown Columbus and the
neighborhoods south of the overlap. Phase 4, which costs approximately $200 million, is essential
for improving safety and reducing congestion for commuters and pedestrians; improving access to
essential services and more than 100,000 jobs in Downtown Columbus; and reconnecting the
southern neighborhoods.

Completion of the Columbus Crossroads project has been identified as a top priority for the City of
Columbus, the Central Ohio region, and the State of Ohio. The state recently passed a
transportation budget that generates more revenue through higher gas user fees and increased
registration fees for local governments and electric vehicles. However, this project cannot be
completed without leveraging additional funding from the INFRA grants program. We respectfully
request that the U.S. Department of Transportation consider the importance of these improvements
to the prosperity of our region and state, and the resiliency of the national interstate highway system;
and we respectfully urge your support for the application.

Sincerely,
Mary (Dee) Debenport
Merion Village Block Watch Coordinator

cc: Mr. Dan DeBono, Chief Infrastructure Funding Officer, U.S. Department of Transportation,
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. Washington, D.C. 20590






ABC6 (Monday, April 15", 2019)

Alexis Moberger

Gas tax hike helps 1-70 and I-71 revamp project move forward

Governor Mike DeWine says several Columbus transportation projects that were in
jeopardy of cancellation are now moving forward. It's all thanks to the recently passed
gas tax hike. (WSYX/WTTE)

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Governor Mike DeWine says several Columbus transportation
projects that were in jeopardy of cancellation are now moving forward. It’s all thanks to
the recently passed gas tax hike.

DeWine says the bill will generate $828.5 million a year in additional funding for
maintenance projects and safety upgrades on Ohio roads.

A major local project called, Columbus Crossroads can now be set in motion. The
project includes three future phases, the current one, which crews will begin next week,
includes reconstructing I-70 East from Fourth Street to Miller Avenue. A new ramp will
also be added to I-70 East to Parsons Avenue. Ultimately, it will make for a safer exits
and entrances at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. This phase is expected to take just
under three years.

"We see over 1.5 million patient encounters a year, the vast majority of those patients
arrive via car,” said Patty McClimon, senior vice president at Nationwide Children’s
Hospital.

Governor Mike DeWine said, the current phase, set to begin next week was already in
the budget. However, the future three phases were in danger of being cancelled. Now,
the gas tax increase, which is set to take effect July 1, will create enough construction
money.

“Future phases of the Columbus Crossroads projects simply would not have happened,
they would have been put on hold | guess for forever, without the increase in the
revenue passed by the general assembly,” said DeWine.

Other phases include reconstruction and widening of 71 from Broad Street to Long
Street. a project that will begin in a year. This phase will also widen part of I-71
northbound and replaces the Broad Street Bridge to make it more pedestrian friendly. In
about two years, the reconstruction of 70 eastbound and 71 northbound will begin. This
project includes building a new ramp from 70 east to Fulton Street to create a new



eastbound gateway to downtown and will replace the Front Street Bridge. Eventually,
there will be two continuous 71 north lanes through downtown.

Then in three years, crews will construct a new ramp from Mound Street to 71 south.

"l think that will be great and help with the congestion and moving traffic through a little
bit better,” said driver Lashun Burris.

Part of the project also includes fewer lane changes, which will hopefully decrease the
number of crashes. It also aims to improve safety at three of the state's top ten crash
locations. Those locations include, I-70 over 315, I-70 just east of 315 and 70/71 near
Front Street.

Drivers say they're happy the project can now move forward. However, they aren’t
looking forward to more construction.

"l think it's going to be a nightmare but I think it's a nightmare we're going to have to live
through,” said driver Sue Dozer.

Link: https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/gas-tax-hike-helps-i-70-and-i-71-revamp-
project-move-forward
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Transportation Today (Thursday, April 25, 2019)
Chris Galford

Ohio transportation budget includes three endangered central state projects

The latest Ohio transportation budget — contained in the recently passed House Bill 62
— has guaranteed that three projects in the central region of the state are saved from
cancellation.

Gov. Mike DeWine made the announcement, securing the future of the Columbus
Crossroads project. That project has three future phases left to it, which will result in the
reconfiguration of the I-70/1-71 interchange running through downtown Columbus, Ohio.

“This interchange was built in the 1960s, and Columbus has long outgrown it,” DeWine
said. “Right now, drivers are traveling on a highway system that wasn’t built to handle
the number of cars that travel in and out of Columbus today. Now that these three
phases of the Columbus Crossroads project will proceed as planned, we can look
forward to a safer interchange in the future.”

The project includes a $43.8 million reconstruction and widening of I-71 expected to
take a year. Additional efforts will take place on I-70 eastbound and I-71 northbound,
costing another $103.6 million, with a notable start date of around two years from now.
They will replace the Front Street Bridge and create a new ramp for access between
eastbound and the city’s downtown. Other reconstruction efforts will be pursued on I-70
westbound and I-71 southbound, focusing on new ramp constructions under a $107.2
million price tag. That final project is expected to begin in around three years.

“‘Without the funding provided in House Bill 62, these phases could have been delayed
for years or permanently put on hold,” Jack Marchbanks, Ohio Department of
Transportation Director, said. “These next three phases are essential pieces of the
puzzle and will make a meaningful reduction in traffic crashes through this notoriously
congested stretch of interstate.”

The new budget grants more than $800 million per year of additional funds for such
maintenance projects and road safety upgrades statewide. Thanks to the addition, the
Columbus Crossroads project began its next phase this week.

Link: https://transportationtodaynews.com/news/13616-ohio-transportation-budget-
includes-three-endangered-central-state-projects/
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Qfm96, 96.3 WLVQ — Radio
Massive Columbus Crossroads project continues next week

COLUMBUS — More than $300 million worth of Central Ohio transportation projects that
were in jeopardy of cancellation will be moving forward in the next three years, thanks to
the new state transportation budget and its 10 Y2-cent-a-gallon gasoline tax increase
approved by the General Assembly and signed into law by Gov. Mike DeWine earlier
this month.

The bill will generate approximately $828.5 million a year in additional funding for
maintenance projects and upgrades on roads throughout Ohio, including the sprawling
Columbus Crossroads project to rebuild the 1-70/1-71 “split” through downtown
Columbus to decrease congestion and reduce crashes.

Several phases of the project are already finished, but the new funding ensures that the
entire project will eventually be complete.

“This interchange was built in the 1960s, and Columbus has long outgrown it...Now that
we know the Columbus Crossroads project will proceed as planned, we can look
forward to a safer interchange in the future,” DeWine said.

The current 2.5-year $80 million phase of the project, which will begin next week, will
reconstruct and widen the eastbound side of I-70 from 4th Street to Miller Avenue and
includes a new ramp from |-70 east to Parsons Avenue to provide improved access to
Nationwide Children’s Hospital and East Side neighborhoods, Ohio Department of
Transportation Director Jack Marchbanks said.

At the conclusion of the construction, there will be two continuous lane of travel for both
interstates in both directions.

That will be followed over the next three years by three more phases of the project,
widening I-71 on the east side of Downtown and rebuilding the East Side I-70/1-71 split,
including bridge replacements and additions of ramps.

“These next three phases are essential pieces of the puzzle and will make a meaningful
reduction in traffic crashes through this notoriously congested stretch of interstate,”
Marchbanks said.

Those construction projects will be complete by the end of 2024 at a cost of $253
million, said DeWine and Marchbanks during a press conference Monday.

ODOT officials estimate the reconstruction will eliminate nearly 70 percent of the lane
changes approaching the East Side split and will also relieve bottlenecks and back-ups



while improving safety at three of the state’s top 10 accident locations: I-70 over State
Route 315, just east of SR 315 and I-70/I-71 near Front Street.

The highway construction will coincide with improvements to a number of downtown
and East Side streets, including Mound Street, Fulton Street and Elijah Pierce Avenue.

New bridges at Front Street, Grant Avenue and Broad Street will include pedestrian
walkways and greenery.

Link: https://afm96.com/news/061160-massive-columbus-crossroads-project-continues-
next-week/
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Ohio Public Radio (Tuesday, April 16, 2019)
DeWine Says Gas Tax Hike Funding Latest Round of Columbus

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine has unveiled plans for the next phase of construction on
the 1-70-71 split downtown.

He says the recently approved gas tax increase will make projects like this possible for
a little while. Ohio Public Radio's Karen Kasler reports.

DeWine says big exchanges like Columbus Crossroads at the 1-70/1-71 corridor are in
urban areas, but there are smaller safety-related road projects throughout the state. And
they’ll all be helped by the gas tax increase taking effect July 1. He’d wanted 18 cents,
which he says would have financed a ten year plan for road construction, repair and
maintenance, but he appreciates the 10 and a half cent hike.

“This is a shorter time. I'm not sure how many years, but this is shorter time. But we're
going to be fine for the first couple of years, first three years probably. Maybe into the
fourth year.”

The gas tax increase will bring in $865 million a year, with 55 percent going to the state
and the rest to local governments.

Link: https://www.wcbe.org/post/dewine-says-gas-tax-hike-funding-latest-round-
columbus-crossroads-construction
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