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THE PLAN



THE PLAN

+0.5% Sales Tax

=
$190 million/yr

a p p r o x i m a t e l y

$800 million
In federal funding

l e v e r a g e  a t  l e a s t

+



LinkUS will be implemented within the 
COTA service area. It includes:

WHO WILL BENEFIT?

Franklin County and Portions of:
Delaware, Fairfield, Licking, and Union Counties 

17 Cities
Bexley, Canal Winchester, Columbus, Dublin, Gahanna, Grandview Heights, Grove City, 
Groveport, Hilliard, New Albany, Obetz, Pickerington, Reynoldsburg, Upper Arlington, 
Westerville, Whitehall, and Worthington.

9 Villages
Brice, Harrisburg, Lockbourne, Marble Cliff, Minerva Park, Riverlea, Urbancrest, and 
Valleyview. 

17 Townships
Blendon, Brown, Clinton, Franklin, Hamilton, Jackson, Jefferson, Madison, Marion, 
Mifflin, Norwich, Perry, Plain, Pleasant, Prairie, Sharon, Truro, and Washington.



THE PLAN

Through 2050:

$4.3 billion



THE PLAN

Dedicated traffic lanes

Synchronized traffic lights

Rail-style boarding platforms



THE PLAN



STATION IN CONTEXT



THE PLAN

$1.3 billion
Dedicated to additional
transit improvements



THE PLAN

By 2050:

45% more 
transit service

More 
on-demand zones



REGIONAL TRANSIT VISION

More Service 
Hours 

45%

In Progress
Planned for Near-term Study
Future Study

14

5

Existing 
Transit 
Service 

+
New or 

Improved 
Transit Lines

+8
New 

COTA//Plus 
Zones 

+
Rapid Transit 

Lines 

=



THE PLAN

$1.6 billion
Dedicated to more than 500 miles 

of new sidewalks, multiuse 
paths and bikeways



TRANSIT SUPPORTIVE INFRASTRUCTURE

Dedicated of the New 0.5% Sales 
Tax Collection 

~$60M

27.5%

Estimated Annual Collections 
Dedicated to Transit Supportive 

Infrastructure



TSI 
REGIONAL 
PRIORITIES

● 330+ projects under consideration

● 130+ identified as local priorities

● 360+ miles of trails, sidewalks, bike paths

● $500-700 M in total estimated project costs

● Collaborating to complete feasibility studies 
and cost estimates for conceptual projects



TSI CIP DEVELOPMENT 
TIMELINE

JulyMay June

Prepare 
Draft TWG 

CIP

Adopt Policies, 
Review CIP 

Status

Prepare
Draft CIP

Finalize Draft 
CIP TWG 

Proposals

CIP adoption

Recommend 
CIP adoptionTCC Meeting

TWG 
Meetings

LC Meeting

August

Review 
public input

Virtual open 
house/public 

comment



MAKING INVESTMENTS EQUITABLE



CENTRAL OHIO HOUSING LANDSCAPE
● The region needs 200,000 additional 

housing units to make up for the 
underbuilding in the last decade and 
accommodate the projected growth.

● Housing scarcity causes housing 
prices to rise both in the aggregate and 
most acutely near areas of opportunity.

● Impacts of the housing scarcity are 
being felt by families in our community 
today. Central Ohio Housing



EQUITABLE
TRANSIT-ORIENTED
DEVELOPMENT (ETOD) 
STRATEGY

● Preserves existing housing, jobs, 
businesses and community 
resources.

● Creates new housing, business 
investments, jobs and amenities.

● Ensures affordable housing and 
access to opportunities, services 
and amenities for all residents.

Example:
Chicago, Illinois | CTA Green Line

Chicago’s ETOD 
Policy Plan



TOD 
CASE STUDY
CLEVELAND HEALTHLINE 

4.5
Number of miles on 

dedicated transit guideway

$200M
Total Cost 

$9.5B+
Amount of economic 

development–$190 gained for 
every dollar spent on creating 

and launching the service

8,800+
Number of residential 

units built along 
Healthline

$25M
Amount of ODOT 

Funding

13,000
Number of jobs created 

along the Healthline



● Increasing equitable access 
to opportunity

● Creating great places

● Accommodating future growth in 
productive ways

● Improving economic vibrancy

● Shaping the future and reimagining 
the region for shared prosperity

ACHIEVING
DESIRED OUTCOMES:



NEXT STEPS

 Continue engagement of community, government, non-profit, and 
business stakeholders

 Continue corridor design and federal grants process

 COTA staff bring ballot language for board consideration (May)

 Equitable Transit-Oriented Development Action Plan (June)

 Transit-Supportive Infrastructure Capital Improvement Budget and 
Capital Improvement Plan (August)

 COTA Levy (November)



LINKUS IMMERSIVE 
EXPERIENCE

• Augmented reality tour launched

• LinkUS West Broad Street Rapid 
Transit Corridor

• Features digital models of BRT 
stations and vehicles, potential 
housing and commercial development 
along West Broad Street

West Broad Corridor at Phillipi Rd. & Georgesville Rd.



LINKUS IMMERSIVE 
EXPERIENCE

• Augmented reality tour launches soon

• LinkUS West Broad Street Rapid 
Transit Corridor

• Features digital models of BRT 
stations and vehicles, potential 
housing and commercial development 
along West Broad Street

West Broad Corridor at Phillipi Rd. & Georgesville Rd.



COMMUNITY FACT SHEETS



STAY CONNECTED

● All LinkUS Videos

● Downloadable Resources

● Media Coverage

● Ways to stay connected with LinkUS updates or get in 

contact with LinkUS team



STAY CONNECTED
● Visit MORPC's website morpc.org/linkus to learn more about LinkUS

● Visit LinkUSColumbus.com and sign up for project updates.

● Send us an email at info@LinkUSColumbus.com with questions and 
comments.

● Follow us on social media @LinkUScolumbus to keep up with the latest 
happenings about LinkUS.

● Check out our YouTube channel @LinkUScolumbus for program videos and 
presentations.

THANK YOU
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