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SAFER STREETS PILOT (TARGET SPEEDS)

ODOT has launched a $25M pilot to redesign urban 

arterials with design features that will lower motorists’ 

speeds.

The program will target existing corridors with 25 mph posted 

speeds or corridors with 35 mph posted speeds where the 

surrounding context indicates motorists’ speeds should be lower 

for the safety of the community.
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SAFER STREETS PILOT (TARGET SPEEDS)

The goal of the pilot is to promote treatments 

like:

• Horizontal and vertical deflection

• Narrow lane widths and lane reductions

• Lane repurposing (sidewalks, bike lanes, etc.)

• Curb bump outs

• Midblock crossings and ped activated signals

• Median islands

• Hardened center lines
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SAFER STREETS PILOT (TARGET SPEEDS)
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DAYTON WEST THIRD

Many of the treatments involve:

• Providing a separated bicycle facility to 

separate users in space

• Reducing the number of travel lanes 

• Bringing the travel lanes away from the 

curb 

• On-street parking and physical 

delineation to narrow the travel lane 

and reduce speed
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LORAIN SR 57

Many of the treatments involve:

• Providing a separated bicycle facility to 

separate users in space

• Reducing the number of travel lanes 

• Bringing the travel lanes away from the 

curb 

• Center median to visually narrow 

travel lane and slow speeds.
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SAFER STREETS PILOT (TARGET SPEEDS)



CONTEXT CLASSIFICATION REVIEW
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PURPOSE OF WORKING GROUP

• Tasked by Executive Leadership to identify potential 
impacts and form recommendations

• New national guidance – AASHTO Greenbook 8th 
edition – will be context-based
• AASHTO Greenbook is the basis of our Location and Design 

Manual, the primary reference for design guidance in 
state/federally funded projects
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OBJECTIVES OF WORKING GROUP

• Identify what programs, policies, processes, 
guidance documents, etc. would benefit from a 
more context-sensitive approach

• Draft summaries of potential impacts

• Recommend a timeline of edits to respective 
programs, policies, processes, guidance documents, 
etc. 
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WHAT IS CONTEXT CLASSIFICATION
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OVERVIEW OF CONCEPT

• Context classification defines a place

C1-
Natural

C2-
Rural

C2T-
Rural 
Town

C3R-
Suburban 
Residential

C3C-
Suburban 
Commercial

C4- 
Urban 
General

C5-
Urban 
Center

C6-
Urban 
Core
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OVERVIEW OF CONCEPT

• Historically urban and rural (and sometimes 
suburban) were the only options. We know our built 
environment is more than that.
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WORK COMPLETED TO DATE

• Benchmarking of other State DOTs, primarily FDOT

• Draft model and methodology for Ohio
• Includes context classification assignment to census block groups and LRS 

segmentation

https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=444500d07e814ac182af056f40c918ab&extent=-84.56,39.8087,-80.5198,41.591
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OVERVIEW

• At least nine states are using context classification 
for things like:
• Target and design speed determinations

• Geometric design guidance

• Countermeasure selection

• Data analysis

• Project development considerations (like modal considerations)
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FLORIDA DOT

• Standalone context classification guide

• Context integrated into other FDOT 
documents:
• Traffic Engineering Manual

• Access Guidebook

• Project Development and Environmental Manual

• FDOT Lane Repurposing Guidebook

• Speed Zoning Manual (for target speed)
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FLORIDA DOT

• Examples from Context 
Classification Guide

Source: fdot-context-classification.pdf (fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net)

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/roadway/completestreets/files/fdot-context-classification.pdf?sfvrsn=12be90da_5
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FLORIDA DOT

• Examples from FDOT 
Design Manual

Source: FDOT Design Manual (fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net)

https://fdotwww.blob.core.windows.net/sitefinity/docs/default-source/roadway/fdm/2024/2024-fdm-complete.pdf?sfvrsn=fa053af1_4
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SPEED SETTING

TEM 1203-1 thru 5: SPEED ZONES

• Updated the Speed Zone Study 

requirements to shift to FHWA’s 

USLIMITS2 for all speed studies

• Incorporates more context-based 

decisions.



ODOT’s Multimodal Design 
Guide

 



Helping Ohio

• Safer roads for everyone

• Context Sensitive

• Consistent designs



Helping Ohio

• Consolidated resource



How will the MDG be used?



How to use this guide:



Relationship to other Standards & Guides

Multimodal Design Guide Outline: 

1. Introduction

2. Multimodal Planning & Design Scoping Process

3. Elements of Design

4. Pedestrian Facilities

5. Shared Use Paths

6. On-Road Bicycle Facilities

7. Motor Vehicle Facilities Supporting Multimodal Accommodation

8. Signals, Beacons, and Signs

9. Multimodal Accommodations at Interchanges & Intersections

10. Transit Facilities

11. Rail Crossings

12. Maintaining Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

L&D Vol. I

• 306 Pedestrian Facilities

• 702 Shared Use Paths

• 308 On Road Bicycle Facilities



Relationship to other Standards & Guides



Preferred Bikeway Type
Urban, Urban Core, Suburban, and Rural Town Contexts

Notes 

1. Chart assumes operating speeds are 

similar to posted speeds. If they 

differ, use operating speed rather 

than posted speed. 

2. See Section 2.8.1 for a discussion of 

alternatives if the preferred bikeway 

type is not feasible.

Design User Assumption: 

Interested But Concerned Bicyclist

Analysis: Bicycle Level of Traffic 

Stress (LTS)

Source: FHWA Bikeway Selection Guide



Width & Clearances
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DESIGN GUIDE FLEXIBILITY

Location & Design, Volume 1

105.4 Local Projects

On non-NHS roadways, local 

jurisdictions may use roadway 

design guides recognized by 

FHWA and adopted by the local 

jurisdiction.
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• More flexibility to reduce lane widths 

on the national network

• Document exceptions based on 

context and other factors

DESIGN EXCEPTIONS
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RESEARCH: RE-EXAMINE LOS

• Initiated a research contract to 

document best practices for balancing 

LOS with safety and other 

considerations.



Lori Niese Duguid, P.E. PTOE

Deputy Director of Engineering


